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WHEREIN, 


One i your Maſter even CHRIST, 
Matth. 23. 10. 


A WORK lately CompiPd, and brought: 
to its Ultimate Perfection, 


By J. W. 
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Come ye Children, hearken unto me : 1 FE 7 
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T the mof HR Re te 


. Arundel, Baron of Wars 
i der; and Count, Ls " 
Empire, Sie, 


"My Lark: WM. 
« 4 any of the eriticks of this Age iould 
cent Ire my Acceſs to your Lordſhips ac- 


| *gerto you before; 1 he will be chrough- 
| ty Ptich'g' when 1 ſhall: cell him, the Pet- 


fo feet,” the Commendations given me / 


-preat » and' extraordinary Chartning, t thavlt 
ſoon / wag tnov*d to purchaſe ſo" great *: 


 Honograble: Lord, Henry 


vaititance 1 now, being an abſolute Strat | 


fairies of your Vertuous and Pious Life, wa, 


Four moſt: Uouſtrious and Antient Family, fo x04 ; Ne 


| 2180 


dſ&ffd a Treafure; for'a Man miilt noty' þ wh WT Ti 
an he (if he would) be a Stranger to Varcieun 
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The Epiſtle 
Wherever *is lodg/d 3, "being it-is that pev- 


bappy life, and it alſo has an attraftive pow- 
er to draw» alk-mortals,” even” the moſt- wick- 
ed among %em to its admiration and praiſe. 
. It's allow*d by all who. pretend to a per- 
Feft knowledge 'of \yobr Lardſhips. Pedigree , 
thar Fortitude ( which we call the contempr 
of all hazards: a ecbe with reaſon) was the 
raiſing of your firſt Progenitour,, and a wor- 
thy Prerogative ever fince entaiPd on all his 
\Poſterity. - Tradition which alone: gives life 
to the beſt of Hiſtorys, and which alone can 
'Tevive in our thoughts'the memory and bra- 
very too, of paſgd Tranſattions', will tell 
you that He was one of the greateſt Heros 
of his Age, a daring man, who fear*d no- 
thing more. 'than the weakneſs of being, afft- 
.Eted- with Popular Glory ; yet did: the World 
.extol very. much the greatneſs of. his Courage, 
the Wikom of his Conduct, and: the famous 
Renown of. all his gloxious actions in Hunga- 
yy; where, He was imploy'd by his Imperial 
"Majeſty againſt the Turks, againſt whom he 
.ofcen fought, and ſo often worſted,: that their 
_.._  /infulting, Courage faiPd them in; ſo great a 
e914 meaſure, as his very. name became. as, dread- 
FKemerys ful to them, as that of Talbor was; formidable 
tenge 54.50 the French ; nay it was with,them an effe- 


a A. 


SM | Qual 


feft good which makes the complement of'a 


GESSITIEST..: 


Dedicatory. 
Qual means to quiet their unpuly. Children , 
ro chreaten ' chem with the great Arundels 


Y» . 


mate with his'General, that he was the only, 
' perſon of all his Field Officers, he reli'd up- 


made experiment of his wiſe Condutt, firm | 1» 


- having refoly'd in Counſel to lay Siege to a Epra * 
ſtrong City which the'Tzrks had polleſſed for | rr 
ſeveral years before, HE appointed him chief; SY. 


F moſt willingly. accepted ; for he was more rigged. 
; ambitions" of being reputed Loyal to his Mg- yp a : 
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arriv'd, after havipg drawn hi ST 
provided all other” neceſſary uhings vhys wel 


ictrity and welfare of his Camþ*” bur he Tais d ted tim 
his Barterys,. planted bis Cannons, we in g count of. 
ſhort time made: a conſiderable breach Tor% the Empirs 
cy A 3 Walls ; 


The Epi 
Walls; .and then reſolving upon.a general Aſ- 
ſult, he calld a Council of War, and fy to. 
them in" this mantier. Gentlemen , the War, 
we. bave in hand. glorious becauſe. iti & Gur 
Religion, We fight againſt a People that are Goas. 
enemys as well a4 ours; aud the. work. 6 areup-. 
on 4s both honourable and meritorious, Fo we 4% 
1 certain that He is alrogirher As pomerful fo ts 

Mermm 4 from the annoiance "of our enemies, and ring 
lorie pon= 8 off. ſafe without the leaſt harm , a5 He # 

ws operatur bountiful to reward our Souls wich, ff prathe 

p nobis. weight of Glory, if we dye. in fo. g MAT =, 
[Co YT + vel; moreover our Blood. ſpile AYE fag 
g  -account , will undoubtedly move the SDDTAnt ta 
# .\ ſhower dow the ſweet tnfluences of their cantin 
Pp Mel Bleſſings: upon all our - reſpettive Famin 


Z ies. 

944+ -* This hott and. efficacious Speech inflan'd 
"the hearts of all his Officers and. Soldiers, to 
+. ,extreamly, that they, all Vow?d-unanimouſly 
6 + to follow him; though they ſhould loſe theis 


W +; by an, and marching. in the Front, of themy 
My Mo the' WE on-ler. Nh "hs LS Foe 

1s greate Storms. or. of ry He 
WM his [kn . Conflicts. mr NR 
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 firokes,''>He' was the'very firſt: Perſon' thar 


Dedicatory, 


aſpiring-Otks that 'Eartie it his way, ſod 
"he beat dowit' to the very gromd as many | 
:proud ' Turks \'arnd *unbelieving Heathens'"; 

ame / within 'the”'reach of his  dreadfil 


Seafd the- Walls , © and 
the 6p down: "the Half 


_ In we ky 


<td the Breach 
with meg 
Kernen Hl "planted" 


> This m"_— bene than bold :Attempe "Ig | 
privid 'che/Eriemy of Covrage, ade %m quit = 
Thee Poſts! confaſedly, -and brought grear 
4 Conſtetnarfoii' upon 'the'Cirizens' that they 
w_ _ down” their "Arms," and beg'd for 3 
j\ which he 'was' as farwt to grant, h 4 ——_ p 
as ou yF Hare "defitous'!to. obtaif "it ; to et, famed 
them know that as he” hid! the* Courage to ſuperbos, 
faiddue zhen;"he had aH& the! Picty to ſpare are rwa. 
their lives? -Q whatHinſpeakable Joy did wang 1 
the-News ofthe taking' ef this ſtrong City 0-Joun 
bHtoate vi the-Emperours'Conrt 4! arid indeed gianCor 
over! lll Ew BWOþs' but” efpecially'n' all true querare 
tion i $? What'an extraordinary f7- | 
jon! was it-to' theny to ear” end foe 
Uheſe Noble C6untr, -nian' ſo highty* ext 
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thim;for-{o; famous ati ACtion, {05Cat tis fe- 
Tura to Cout-be ;created ,himywith all the 
.Solemnity !imaginablg;, Gor of 1 the Empire;s 
-and. entaild the ſame.Hlonoyr ypon the Heivs 

, -of; his Family foxever'z with,many» other 
'Prjviledges/ and; ſpecial ' Fayoury which, are 
b. -inſeparaþle-from! that, Illuſtrioys,;Title. :';i wv 
dF ructibu, .. The\egernal Wiſdom ! of God jdeclares:o- 
pe Baths on . penly thar ſuch will be the Fruit as was; the 
Math,76 £100 andthe gogdncls, of! the; one may be 
= .. -eaſily; diſcermd, by; tother- MyLord; 1 have 
-given you; a; true and faithful. deſcriptian bf 
.your - moſt .xegowned; Progeniior's: 8reat)Atr 
A .ebievements,; MartjalaExploits,; Loyalty Var 
=”... Jour and  &Hurage 3: by..w bich/-W8 May FR@- 
> © ſonably. conclude ,o that the: whole Series af 
 * .__-. his, noblenand; numerous:Rage were: much of 
C1: -.: She ſame, temper: when: occalion;was offerid 
11 {Witneſs your raiſing3a Regiment,.of Hor 
 - ' ,npon- your; own Coſt, and: Chaxgys for-thede- 
© * fence; and. ſypporting; King Cie 
++... and his Royal /Prerogatives againſtithe: baſelt 
.of Uſurpers,; pn oP cruel ef Lyrants; amd 
- ther very, works. of, Subjefts-; The ſeveralned 
ZA9det YelrPTe SXDPOH: youn th 
#04 nifeſtiog,: QUT: Loyalty 3/ aSz5 well: 
Battels WER milhes4 a$;in Storming; and 
xaking [of \Towns. and Caſtles, with;as.mneh 
ravery, as could be -performedh by 3he-moſt 
THE! To > 7 | $7 
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equal in'gumber-20 theaffiictions of Holy fob, Jah 1, © | 
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expert, inthe Stratagems:of | Warz will be-y © © 
convincing! Argumeiit/;/to/ after-=Ages of -the | 
greatneſs: of your: Qonrage,' and: alſo 'a 'pe+ | 
petual Evidence of \ybur, 'uniſpotted Loyalty, - 2 
which | wav, always! repitited 10be the chief = ©: 
ground: of: your happy: Riſe:, the)main ſup= _ - _ ...,* 
Port. of: your'' Noble Family; iand! will be if 
the.,otber: World acinoſt glorious Flower to - 
£ompleat.thei Beavity? of: :your Eternal Crown. 
F ; But, a&Braye:Men:muſt:expect .to' be tofs?d : 
when theyiSteeritheircourſe:againſtithe Stream 
of Forthne;>ahd work againſt Wind'and Wei: 
ther 3, Almighty [-Godi ho diſpoſes of all 
things-;to; the: beſt advantage of his beloved 
Servangs, he -ſuffer\d:yeur noble Family to be 
notably -ſypprefs'd fama'time,' and'to groati 
anger::the: heavy weight: of grear Perſecuti- 
ons and-;Troublesi Which ayere; in a manner; 


for; your Children wete: taken violently from ' -.'.-7; 
you» and made cloſe:Ptiſonersy iyour Vertuous 24 Þ 
Eady. was: confin'd: another -way; our Plenti- , 
ſal Stock: of Cows;!Horſes-and drive 
away by the:Rabblegvygour:Manſibn 
kenand plunder?d-by#lie:Enemy ; |your whole 
Eftate. .expos'd. toi$glt before: your Face; and 
your: ſelf after alli wis_forc*s ito Dravel-int« 

oreign: Qountreys: fora ſubfiſtance, yet: 
all theſe giſafters'you| were 'never heard+ 33 


my 
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=—_— xephg a6 your/ ill Fortune, for -you't Ro 
Keovie Job 4a} your /woridly: Subſtance to Ly 
F be, ſuis V8 VER} ILOUSH: and: the: temporal Bleſh ings 
| Reque ful- = had from God,1i4:Dso dara, 


ND 
theres 


| bouts of be he,/ was free. [to recal the, invorter' to ex; 
J =” "—_ grciſe yauriPatience. : How welt! the generons 
A Job 1. 21. diſpoſcions:of :your|noble mind//agroe- with. 
' 22. {be jabred:inclinationsof'/thofe imiiwocent Cre#- 
| Pliny of rnces; of! yaur Coat:of 'Aums; /appetti 


b Swallows, what they',do. odlgidg the inftinct-of nature, 
4 for when anyi/of-theipdittle AOappct t6 
bz afflicted! with Blinciiefs; theyifl 
{peed jrite;;4 ceftainbflandof the Sea, whence 
they-bring)a little Stone)wWhictorhey kgow has 
Lhe; verige of xeftorinigitheir! fight? and) you 
_ By;Lords bn all-youpidflitionszi have: made 
i : gol Your: moſt bumbleiiand: carneſt addreſſes t0 
; y * Sroge: Jadgidyia Ziod ire foundation.» and 


flidiovs., 


pexity: 30-leſy pemarkabley they ſeem to'togeh 
thy; Faxth with, thent Wings, yor! the leaſt 
g84iniof..5th Duſt" can?c Kick'ro their Feathers, 
becauſe they: ae nd fooner. down, than op in 
the Skies out-of all Mensight, and this your 


” never ſadbitter) wget and com- 


" Ros . | 


fo geid fore, you were as willing to, pactretek them? ﬆ . 


"the P FI: this, 
| of th, Buat: you! have perform byithelighrof Grace: 


with all. 


who alone bay the :power: to make all our af+ 
9Swallows-have' another 'pro- - 


Qf $42" : Lord» | 


Dedicatoty.” 


Lordſhip has. always perfor, for” thought 
your Fortune be conbderable ,/ and that; you 
have a competent ſhare of the World?s wealth; 
yer. nothing . of its fleeting: droſs, comes near 
- your heart, already, poſseſs'd with the love. 
of. God who will. nor admit of aRival,. nei 

TNF: 3H you reſolv'd to entertain any ,: and: 
thoug your Body has, endur'd , a cloſe and t&-! 
dious Confinement for Juſtice, your:Thoughts 
have been, all .the time: ſporting; themſelves 
within; the, encloſure of- a-valt Etexnity; Or tze 


hs a foxe-taſte of the everlaſting Joys apit 


caſures pf Heaven., |? Tis-true,/ the wanifold! 
Calamities, of thoſe ; ſad; times: ;wexe; ſo. ſharp: 
ind terrible that many. Carholick Families fell 
from their Religion, d-' went to Ghurch ra 
Der than be:depriy?d of their Eſtates: and Li- 


vings,.. but: yours. my Logd, was Liedfaſt co'the 


Arc ot of Faith,and ſtood firm;aniPereys Rocks 


i, oy mord, that all: tbe Commeti: 
ke Txoubles,. the Malice;and-Rage af 
Ba ee Foes icopld-inyent tn:order: £9 
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rags with. any external violence atothery 


remoye their hearts! from God, were no.more - 


to thera than is.a ſhower of Haik —"_ Reef 
of, a Houle: hog ena and. Mgr the Inkadt 
without doing: WP) GADRES 


"Th RE Sous wp 


Fhe Epiſtle 
bis head © in aCalmy but to maintain his Poſt 


is this/is what you have Ve viral yerform?d 
i your days; induc?d-to it as well hy Se 
taftracions' as the rare examples of (your } No- 
ble Parents and Anceſtors; for the 'one_with' 


roick aCtions;; 'nay. the Hiſtory _ of ſuch' 
"arge and'maſedline Souls is able to tofpire any 
Man with ;generous Thoughts, and make hiny: 
bug co be loAQtion, and doing ſornething that 
may be' beneficial to the World; as protecting 
= NT, vopholding _ weak, Sa - 
relieving the poor, cloathin 
rg by ebb: the A beondd Wide? 
MON ins this was the" only thing: that 
the toly: Fob 'and the righteous Tobias did 
5. Yalue' themſelves: uport z It was likewiſe the 


nceſtots,/'and-the 
Lordſhips' Breaſt /where?ir ſhines' to- all ' mens 
admiration,”and no wonder, for your Table 
was never feen without Strangers 16 more than 
your Dyor without*a- number of Poor, whoſe 
ſeveral Nereflitys' were” copioully ſupply*d in! 
due time and good order z you have betides 
prefer: Thouſands of His Majeſties Subjefts 


elit | | from 


tPother is! very powerful to ſtir us' vp to He-! 


jous and conſtanc pradtiſe of your'retiown'd 
Pienks.now ſettPd in youf 


Dedicatory. 


from Starving, and Hundreds of the 7r:ſbNg- 
$jon are;oblig?d; to;;your Lordſhip./for theig 
lives; this;is Praiſe-worthy, iudeed,, and the 
rather that; they are A People which their 
Loyalty , and their Zeal of REVEIOn have der 
preſs?d-'to the deepeſt abyſs of. misfortune, 
Þ belides looſing all their earthly ſubſtance 
vpon fo honourable an account, they are hated, 
TeviPd, and ſpit aty eye by thoſe, thatſhould . 
in all equity and Juſtice love, reſpect. and-che- . 


Tiſh them :and bring others to do the ſame by 


their own-Examples } 0: 
But as Abraham's liberality to Lot, with the ©<n- 22, 
greatneſs 'of his Faith, gain'd him the powerful *** 
ProteCtion of Heavenzand the promiſe of a nu- 
merous Iſſye,I hope the ſame favours will attend 
your Lordſhip, and be the, reward as well, of 
your Charitable Inclinations for the Poor in ge- 
neral, as. of: the rare examples of Picty. and De- 
yotion you-;(give your.Children, and which they 
are faithful to follow, as wcll at home as abroad; 


ſential Ornaments of true Nobility, and-that 
without them, a Gentleman born''isno'more, 
than he who. is a Clown by his Extraction. 

| They know full well, my Lord, that, whoever 
converſes with the proud ſhall be puftnp, thac 


s 


a luſtful acquaintance makes, a Man: lafeivious, 


and the way to ſecure a man from wickedneſs is 
to 


and the rather,that they-know them to be the e{- _— _—— 


tataur bomos 3 | 


k 


towithdraw from the examples 6f it; it ts tob 
Touch to have them near'us, but [more to have 
Themin us: - They knowlikewife that ill exam- 
Ptes, pleaſure, aud eaſe, are without doubt,great 
eorrupters of mannets; and as an ill Air may en- 
danger a good Conſtitation,ſo may a'place of ill 
exaniples endanger a good Man. There he ſome 
even of the higheſt rank who ought to influence 
their Inferiours with Piety and Devotion, that 
take a Priviledge to be licencious, fo that the 
meaner fort are-hurrid on by their il'examples 

| .. to all manner of diſſolution. And this perfett 
_ knowledg of the preſent Corruption of this un- 
' happy Land, prevents them from hankerirg 

after ſuch places or perſons ; and makes them 
take more pleafure in their Cloſſets than they 
can expect to find in their debauct*d Com- 


ny. 
'?Tis this vertuous and godly diſpoſition of 
your noble heart and Fatttily which mov'd me 
. cobring this pious work newly niodePd, under 
; . the ſhadow of your gracious Prote&ion. "The 
Þ 4 _ very Title of the Book is able to make your 
I Loidſhip affect the peraſing of it,andI am cer* 
8 tainthe ſubſtance thcreof will give a further in+ 
creaſe ro your Devation, and alſo contribute 
much to the reducing ſtrai?d Souls to the right 
-underſtauding of their Duty to God, which will 
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Dedica tory. 


redound-to your greater Gloryz-being it isby 
your means It appears to the World out of the 
oÞIcurity of my Configement, who am 


Your "y" ps _ h 


te. Bt Aerts. Mo rote. 


Hen God the grand Architeft of 
the Univerſe bad compleated the 
veſt Fabrick of this viſible World 
and brou ght out of nothing the Heavens,the Earth, 
the Seas, and all that is contained within their 
Precins, to exhibit as yet a more remarkable in- 
ſtarice, and a tore glorious evidence of his Eter-, 
nal Wiſdom, he aid fully reſolve to ſtart out of 
the Bowels of the Earth with a Faciamus, that 
Microcoſm Mari, and give him an aſcendent pow7 
er to keep all other Creatrires in Subjetion : He: 
was monlded indeed (as to his Body) not very un- 
like to Terrene 'and Brut Animals ; but as ro bis 
Soul, if not equal with the Heavens and heavenly 

. Spirits, atleaſt be was not much inferior tothem; 
for its certain that in the whole Univerſe thore's 
nothing worthy any difference (if compar'd with 
the Soul.) Gold, Silver, Jewels, Pearls, Fire, * 
Moon, Stars, and the very Sun it ſelf, which with | 
319 reſplendent Beams brings a ſolemn joy over oo 

Whote 


"Tl irbole ſurface of the Earth, are of no Eſ{alitt it 

\ ||| her regard; becauſe that. with a Word only God 

' | | gave then all both their riſe andtheir office, which 

| masto ſerve Man, and give him all tier atten- 
| Ydance. The wonderful Strufture of. humane Bo- 
dy ts a ſufpczent demonſtration «f his Excellency, 
| For, whereas God had created all other thinrs with 
| \ /ole Dixit, ' 4s David ſays, he muſt come himſeif- 

, | Þ» perſon t0-the Creation of this little great Ma- E. 
f er-piete ;-firF heprepares the nrceſſary matter Gn,1 26 © 
e for this Conftruttion, then be Breaths :mo it, the ; 
P dprrt 0 Life, and after be ſhapes him to the like- 
bh veſs of the prontit:ve aid principal Beauty : But 
ir | Fo what end? It was, ſays Scripture, with an ef-. 
j= | Vedkual reſolution to devolue upon him an abſolnte., 

--, | Prupremacyover all the of aj of the Sea, thi Fowls, 
of | Þthe Air, and the Beaſts of the Earth ; ſo that. 
at Man even before he was wafied over from No- 
pe thing to a Being, was openly declar*d Lerd of the, 
Te bole Univerſe, and Was after introduc'd there-. 
=. Into a7 t0 bis. Royal Palace, alrea 

us p:th all Neceſſarys and Varictics bot 

ly 
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the Rigbteow are « lively Image of God, whereat 
Let Woke are rideed aA fort of an Image of God ; 
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not bear this reſemblance of God. in his Body, but 
within his Soul, becauſe that God is 4 purt Spirit 
without any terrene medley, and conſequently can't 
be perfetty repreſented by any Corporeal I'm? Ss 
Its then within the facultys of his Sout Mat 
Man bears that reſemblance which gives him an 
aſcendent power over all other earthly Creatures, 
viz. in his Memory, Underſtanding, and Will, 
there God ts ſtill Preſident, and conſtantly pre- 
ſent as in his Image and T brone ;, ſo jttady, that 
he 1 more itimate fo the Soul, than ſhe i fo ber | 
own Subſtance : For the Eternal Father does re- 
pleniſh ber Memory with his Omnipotency, tbe Son 
does illuſtrate her Underſtanding with bus Wiſdom, 
and the Holy Ghoſt does enflame ber Will with bs 
Charity; and even as God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt are not Three, but 
One God in Three diſtintt Perſons ; ſo the Memo- 
ry i the Soul, the Underſtanding is the Soul,” the 
1 is the Soul, yet not three Souls, but one in 
each Body, beating thoſe three diſtintt Dipnitys,, 
wherein the Image and likeneſs of God does ſhine 
fo admiration. h#-— eng 
Tis true, our Sins may deface this Image 1 
78 our Souls, however they cawt utterly blaſt it , 
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for it is an inherent property in the Wicked as. 
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well ain the Fit ; but with this diftioition, that 
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Fy is fo auch enamonr*d with the Soul the devoret 
to bimſelf with the impreſſion of his [mage to be 
his dearly beloved Spouſe, that he can't be remo- 
vedithence, though the Devil ſhould worm out 
her conſent to debaſe hs Image with all the enor- 
mity Imaginable. | 

Moreover the Soul leans over, and tends to= 
wards God her Spouſe, with ſo great a weight of 
hatural intlination, that nothing m this Worla 
is able to repleniſh bet capacity, or ſ«tisfy ber 
mind but be alone, who of his own Nature is Iit- 
finite good, incircumſcript, and Immenſe. The 
Digmty and Excellency of the Soul inſt there- 
fore be truly great, that all tWallurinz objetts, 
and attraftino pleaſures of this World came 
content ber, though they may barter ber aff ettt- 
ons for a tratt of time, antl may perhaps now 
and" then provoke her to their earneſt and bot 
purſuit, yet they wil! never make her happy ;, for 
when ſhe thinks to poſſeſs them, they fly away, 
and leave her nothing bat an everlaſting diſpleas 
ſure to have ſettled her affettions- npon em, 


is of ſo unſatiable a capacity that all themus . 


 hificence 'of the Univerſe is not able ro conttur 
her, none. bit her Heavenly Spouſe can \afford 


ber true Conſolation, perfe# Trariquiltity and Joy | 


without any mealey o diſpleaſure. Whatever Spe- 
ties ſhe receives within her beſidest hat of ber Cre- 

"ator , whattyer objett ſhe embraces beſides ber 

God, is Seditionms , Killing, Vain; amt favones 
\ % > 4 A 2 * | 
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more of ptrfet Gall, than of the ſweet Honty 
of real Comfort. | $41 A 
. As for the Body, who is able to expreſs the won» 
derful Fabrick, thereof ,, let. us conſider how” phe 
wiſe and Heavenly Architet bas nnited thoſe 
two Natures (the Body and Soul) ſo centr ary one 
to rh*other in all reſpeits, and bas link*d them 
nogether with ſo ſure a knot of true friendſuup, 
that they. can't be ſeparated without @ deal af 
Violence and Grief. Let us alſo confider bow 
man( as if he mere naturally aver”dto the Earth) 
lacks with his face Heamen-wards, whence he r0- 
06507d bis Creation and Dignity, and where he 
Aves expett bis final repoſe. Thos favour be re- 
£6i9'd from God above all other Creatures as a pe- 
Ehlian evidence of his good Will for him, *t13 alſo 
memorial tohim of his incumbent duty to God, 
that by his upright look be might conceive the 
weighty Opligation be lies under to think always 
.of heavenly things, to tread undet foot all earth- 
ly. aff airs, and never to .barhor any vile or ſor- 
.ahd thoughts.in his mind. 
This mas. the happy State and Candition of 
' Man before his diſmal. Fall ; for then all his Sex- 
_ fes;his Inclinatrons and Powers were perfettly. a- 
tited,.. far from the leaſt motion. of any Rebellion, 
- aid entirely ſubmitted to th* Empixe. of the Wil. 
|. \ -Tben Reaſon paid her humble Submiſſion, perfect 
| i%.; Obedience, and a compleat Homage to her Crea- 
| cter-done; andubet perf ſubmiſpen of Knee 


di9s, gether 
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The Preface; 
gether mih his faithful concurrence to the Will of 
God, brought upon him the great Bliſſings of 4 
profound Tranquility, of a grateful Accord, of 4 
firm Peace, of perfett Zaſtice, cf candid Innocen- 
Cy, of unſpeakable Purity of heart ;, ſo that he was 
a plentiful Source of all good. Qualities, of all 
Vertues, and of all kind of Heppineſs. But 
alas ! no ſooner did he expell from bis heart the 
Love and Fear of God, to give ear, and obedicnce 
ro the maliczous diftates of the Jnſernal Serpent, 
no ſooner did he forſake his Heavenly Spouſe, to 
proſtrate himſelf to his Rival and mortal Enemy 
the Devil, no ſooner was he ſo 6mpionſly bold as 
to cancel the Divine Precept at the fatal requeſt of 
his ſilly Wife, but he was miſerabl depraged of 
all thoſe glorious Prerogatives, nd ſudaenly deje- 
fied from that happy State into an Aby(s of. ſuch 
Evit and Woe, that you would hardly believe bim 
to be the ſame Man. His little Republick, which 
was before his Rebellion in a profound Peace, fell 
into ſo great a diſorder , that no_two were of 
one mind . the Will was contrary to the Under- 
ſanding, and Reaſon was oppoſite to beth ;, rhe Spi- 
rit.repiwd at the Fleſh; the Fleſh rebelPd azainſt 
the Spirit, and gave him no Reſpet} or Obedience, 
becauſe be did the ſame to:his Creator, Why ſhould 
1 aggravate his misfortune more than really it 
was ?* 1 will anly ſay what is mojt deplorable, and 
likewiſe mot true ;, all things happen'd to poor 
Han after his Rebeffion quite contrary 10 his ex- 
a 3  peciation 
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eftation, which was to be happy for ever. His 
Memory, which was (whil# he remain'd in the 
ſtate of Innocency, and whilſt be tuggd at the Oar 
of Obedience) repleniſh'd with all good, and even 
with the Summum Bonym, had taken ſo great a 
araught of Oblivion (not out of the RiverLetheos) 
but from the Forbidden Apple,that he hardly knew 
or retain d any thing but Wickedneſs and Vanity : 
The Underſtanding, which was 4 little before won- 
aerfully Illuminated with the Knowledge of God, 
became ſo deſperately involvd in the darkneſs of 
4 profound Ignorance, that he knew nothing in «4 
manner of bzs Creators Projetts, and was altoge- 
ther ignorant of his ways, The Will which was 
all in a Flame of Divine Love, became fo per-= 
verſe, that like a Blind Mole, ſhe imbrac@d Fal- 
fhood for Truth, Temporal for Eternal, Evil for 
"Good, Carnal for Spiritual, and undervaluing 
thoſe things which migbt make ber ha Pry for ever, 
e retain'd nothing of her Innate and Primitive 
"Goodneſs ;, nay ſhe followed ſuch diſordipate cour- 
ſes as were eyourh to carry poor gran headlong ta 
everlaſting Perdition, © . 
Reaſon, which as a Monarch, ſhould keepthoſe 
petty Princes of Mans disjoimed Republick in 


wo! 


ther with all bis Royalties became Tributary,' and 
aid Homare even to his Vaſſals, nay, he Tarera 
himſelf co be red , and ſeduc'd by thoſe who were 


oY 
on 
* 
F 
H 
F- 
4 
Wee 
S 


ſubjettion\, having abdicated his Scepter , toge- 
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created to pay him their conſtant and mo#t humble 


ſubmiſſion and obedience, | . [5 
| * O ſad Misfortune'! What, Man that noble + 


Creature who had from God ( as aut by his Crea- 


' tion) an abſolute Supremacy over all terene Crea- 
tyres ,, to've ſo deluded, and worm"d out of all his 


Prerogatives by the Devils craft, that he had nt 


| the full command of himſelf * He was, heretofore 
' wpright both of body and mind; "and was look'd 


| Hport as a divine Creature; But alas, he was ſoon 


after reducd to that low condition , as be might 
be very well compar*d ( if not to a Brute) at leaſt 
to a proargal Child, who had revelPd away all 
his Birth-right., However , God of bis infinite 
mercy was pleard to receive him again into fa- 
vour ; and after he had waſh'd off his finful ſpots 
with the ſacred Blood of the New Teſtament , he 
E ſpougd him to Chris by Faith, This was an 
extraordinary Grace , and the wonderful produtt 
of a mot merciful God: It was able x9 force 
Man's concurrence ( though he were never ſo un- 
grateful) to love and ſerve him for ever, Never- 
the-leſs , this miſerable Wretch, has been an Ene- 
my to God even from his blooming years , and pub- 


tickly for fook Feſms his gracious Redeemer ;, nay, 


be has impudently committed ſo many Aqdulteries 


with bis Rival , and mortal Adverſary the Devil, 
#4 were able to divert him from baving any fu + 


ther compaſſion of his miſery. 
What mm muff be done with Man? muSft he 
A 4 4 always 
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2 Kea Gvs s on lemae ln T fu aud bortia a Relapſe 
4 ejiciee 198 not he that falls ſtrive to11 ſe again; [f the 
# baliguande Devil had the power and malice to debaſe him to 
reſur- that extream misfortune : has not + Joſe a far 
| et Aug. greatgr. power to, cancel bis Contrait 2 that 
'$ mortal Enemy of 2 mankind , and brit 4gain 
| Rom. c. 5. into bis Flock, as 4 [braid Sheep e rs, ” Paul 
45» 16, /ays, that Sin is nt ſo pewgrdh to deſtroy, as the 
Þ7: QC gf of Gracg 15 to repair : If theſmo ane Man 
as been the fatal occaſion. of the leſs of many 
Souls, the Grace of God through the Merits of ane 
man Jeſus Chri$t can procure the ſaluation of a 
far greater number : Man fell by his own fault, 
Ft cart riſe again by his own. ſtrength; he wants 
 ozre ta help him ant of the dunghil of Sin; be re- 
| quirer a God and man Redeemer to reſtore. bim 
with th? eff ufon of his mo$f Precious Blood to 
LA {s , aud this was mercifully per -form'd 
'T; 
: _ What remains to compleat the grand work of 
Ky bus. Saluation, is, tbat the ſame. Redeemer may be 
| £racziouſly ſly. pleas 4 ta touch .bu heart with a true 


ſelf. that without, him we can do .nothing,; and 
that if 4 ma abide net in bim, be ts cait forth as 
ab breed that i withered ,. and fit Fa no other uſe 
than to be caft intothe fre, and burnt + But bs. 
ſays 7 ia. the fame Place, that. x we abiae 11 bim 
and bis wore!s TH Ml we 714). Ag woat we will, and 
f fl. be grey, ſt as, Wherenpon the Sacred 
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0.1.* feelin Hl his ſincere converſion ; far be, Ye him-' 
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1 Councel\ of Trent, and. that of Nice thunders C01 Trid 
1 forth an Excemmunication againſt all thoſe who wW go 

1 Till believe, or teach that we can operate our Sal- © 
wation; or be truly penitent without the precedent 

1 metion of Divine Grace. And St. Auguſtin ſays, 

7 that there's nothing more neceſſary for a man to 

1 live, and die happely,than to be upon good terms 

' «mith God, who alone 1s able to create in our hearts 

| the motions of a true Converſion, He alone can 

] breed in 14 ot?” atteſtation of our fins, and a 
 firmreſolution to love himabove all Creatures. -— 
/ Moſt gracions Saviour, thou art plead ro call 1* 
thy ſelf in ſeveral places of thy boly Writ, our -* 
Father, our Brother, our Shepberd, our Spouſe, 

and haſt graciouſly convers d with Sinners on a 
Earth in order to their converſion ;, thou didſt diſe ' © 
courſe a Samaritane, and a Harlot too, upon the Matth.23 ; 
7 very ſame Subjett ; thou didſt overthrow a Saul 70: 
|? toraiſe bim up a Paul ; and which i more, thou 1 Cor.q.1. 
| didſt make him aVeſſel of Elettion. Thou haſ®n =. 
forbid us to have, or call any one our Maſter on "= 
Earth ; for that thou alqne art our Maſter ; and "i 
thertfore I preſume to call thee our Divine Maſter, 
* and to honaur this Book with that ſpecious Title of 
7 Academy, or School of Vertue, becauſe what «t 
cont 4ins5 either thy Doftrine,or grounded at leaſt 
upon tbe ſalid foundation of thy Eternal Vereties. 
The moſt that I can glory of in thu Works to ke thy 
unworthy Miniſter and Steward to make known thy 
ſacred Will and thy divine Myſterys'to thy People, 


which 
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whith 1 have performd to” the utmoſt of my | 


Endeavours;, for here the Chriſtian” Readsr ſhall 


find ſuch deep Conſiderations, and powerful Medi- | 


"tations as will divert him from hankering after © 
even the ſmalleft Vices : They will tear all bis ill © 
habits up by the roots, that they may ntver ſhoot © 
again, and will extricate his poor heart -out » of all © 


the ſtraights that commonly enſue a criminal and | 


guilty Conſcitnce, They willteize a man (though 
never ſo cold in Devotion) to graſp at all manner 
of HAortifications to ſatisfy for his ſins, and ap- 
<4 the juſt Indignation of the Divine Juſtice. 


bey will deliver us from all blindneſs, and pre- | 
poſteronus Errors,” enriching our darkneſs with | 
light, and reſtoring all troubled ſouls to a pro- | 


found peace. They will binder us from deſcanting 
upon ather Mens lives and manners. They will 
make remote Forreigners, near Neighbours, and 
cement them in Chriſtian Charity. They will 
bring us to pry into what if abounds in our own 
hearts, and find there work enough ts imploy our 
pragmatical Spleen upon, without hunting after the 
'. ſins andimperfettions of others. They will bring 
Strangers to God's acquaintance,” diſſolve all 
diſcords. and make the Devil to deſpair of his 
- 4m, which ts toblow the helliſh fire of a perpetual 
difſention into our ſouls, They will conclude 4 
League of everlaſting Peace with God, and (if we 
believe St. Auguſtin) they art the complement of 
@ happy life, rand th only immortal thing that be- 

| long 


14 
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wm : and pleaſure it ſhould be the worthy Subjeft of their 
'n © ſerious and conſtant Meditation ," fix my words, 
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@ long to Mortals. And no wonder, being that God 

© bimſelf is the fir#t , and principal Author of this 

* heavenly Exerciſe : For as ſoon at he had given 

7 the Law to his People , He declar'd it was his will Dt. "6, 


: ſays he, in your hearts , and in your minds ; have 
© them in your hands, and before your eyes , teach 


y them to your Children, that they may meditate on yeut. g, * © 

_ | them: Meditate upon thy lat end, ſays the my } 

? Ghoſt , and thou ſhalt never fin. Thus us alſo the Wemorare 

- EF mwholſom Inftruttion which the holy Fathers bave noviſimd - * 

; | leftns; this is a beavenly Leſſon which they would ##4© in 

 # have us learn by all means. One while ſpeak to = —_— 

4 * God, ſays St. ſerome, and another while give "A 

7 | ear to what God ſpeaks ro you. In ſpeaking ta God Eccleſ. 7. 

1 3 webeſcech him to come to us with bys Grace, in4% ' © 

1 * bearkening to him we os our hearts to receive _ bY 
him. In ſpeaking to God, ſays St. Ambroſe, we $2. Aubr, * * 
demand of him his Lights and Favours, in heark; 1 Offic. Oe © 
* eningto him, we receive them, and ſhut them up - 


* nour hearts, to conſerve, and prattiſe them upon 
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all occaſions, Thus is likewiſe my Friendly Ad- 
vice to you, dear Reader ; and I'wiſh you with all - 
my heart , the Grace of God to make good uſe of 
this Book,, that your own Eternal Happineſs may © 


enſue. 


' A TABLE 


b - ok 


F A Table of the Chief Matters contain'd in this Djologia 
* cal Treatiſe with a C or anM before the Numbers, 
which marks either a Subject of Conſideration or Medi- F 


J 41 Hat no exteriour Agent without th* ignteriour word of God | 
d. is able ro work the Converſion of a Sinner, C.Pag.1, ' | 
* That God is more free to impart his Graces and Favours 
} fo Sanuers than they axe ſolicit ous to smprove r bew. C, Po + . 
The manifold Obſtacles wh: ch hinder the Sinners Con ver ſte 
| on, and how itrong and numerous are thallurements to Sing 
43 Eh Re9. - | TE? ; | 
- The motives to Vertue are far more preſſing and mare i: 
number, C.p.il.. a As, 

*  Thehumble acknowledgment of mans innate weakge ſs, and 
' | the wonder ful effetts of Diyne Love, (4. ÞP- IQ, - | 
The nature and properties of Divine Love, and bow it may 
| be obtaind, C,p.26- _. - | = 6 
That Man cant fo eaſily attain to Diuzns Love by reaſor 
* of the manifold aud great oppoſitions which are hetwixt nas 
F ture and grace, CP. 32+. | w_ | 
The examples of Chriſt, and of bis beloved ApoFtles on 
; Earth, —_— with Gags. formal Precept, and thaſſured 
| promiſe of his grace ; lays, « weighty obligation, on all men 

| #0 lead aVertuous and Gadly Life, C. p.42. *# 
* Why Sizners. do often and earneZtly implore th aſſiſtence 
| of Gods grace without obtaining their requeſt, Cp. 50. 

* That God never refuſes any one the concurrence of his 
” grace nor th?effeits; of this Prayers, if they be of decent and 
- weceſſary things, and that bg is firmly reſulv'd to breakoff 
| with Vice, C. P. 52, TT How 
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 *, How 4 Sinner pegs frequent relapfe inte Sin may "Fr ;q 
Jay fear he never was really contrite for his Sins, C. « 


*Þ = That a Sinner mult fix his hope in God of whoſe mercy be p. 
cart deſpair without a mortal offence, Cp, 57, I 

| - The nature and neceſſary conditions of a Frue and paſelt 1 
4 | contrition, N. 60. 
\ | - Thefatal conſequences of Venial Ws and how by degree 4 
they bring a Man t@ commit eortals, C P+ Gy 5 


$ 4 
The greatneſs of Geds Love for May is 4 mot pre g 
; DO m_— coutritzon, My 67. Pr ſong ht 1 
: The means which God was pleas'd to taks in order to th» 
? deem Mankind is another preſſmg mecoue 10 4 forrowful come "1 
- fremen, M.p. 71. b 


| - What Chriſt bas ſuffer d from bes Grade to the Croſs was : 

; | only for the love of Man, M-P«74. * 3 
His Death and: Paſſion ſhould breed in our gn hearts « mortal | 
hatred aud abborrence of Sin, M.p.j8.*: I 
Several other Confider ations upon the ſame labjes, dh : 
, | move evena Heart of Steel to love God above all CreaPurers/M 1 
| Þ. $2. : 
The benefits 'of our Juſtification lays 4 weighty ebligeins ; 
0m 13 20 loue Cod With all our _— P- 38. 4 
Several. her deep Ce f the Les 
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| The benefic of our Iobifeain end the of 
mand Redemption, 04, P10 1 
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The certainty of Death, and tPuncerthinty #f* the hotly 0 f 
* Death with the ſeveral and dreadful circumFtances thereof it 
| « mo#it preſſing motive to deteF} Sin, A.p.106. OT i 
* © The particular judgmint which is givtn of the Soul at her 

© departing the Body, 2M. p.1t4. | | 24.2 
: - How dreadful will the ſorbet of ber Tuldge be to her,and what | 
” enguiſhes ſhe ſball ſuffer at ber Trial, M. p. 120. , 

| © Of the mo$Þ Frith actount* which will be taken of the Sout 

© in this particular fFudgment, M. y. 126. | 

© How remote us the Tudgrmient of God from that of Man, 

| and of the ſeverity of bis Chastiſements even in this Life, by 

' which we may eaſily conctive. thunſpeakable rigour of his 
- prniſhments in thother, Mp. 133. | 

E Of the Torments which the Damwd ſuffer in Hell, M.p.140:; 


| Of the Glory of Heaven, in what it conſifts,of its preat efti-, | 
| mate,and what we ought #0 ſuffer for the everlaſting purchaſe 

' thereof, M.p.148. [INT] . 

- Of th*everlaſting happineſs of the Szints in Heaven, and 

- of their glorious Prerogatives, M. p. 162. 

| +» The little value that Chriſtians ſet upon Vertue, and how | 
* » their di:ſſolutions ſurpaſs the debauchery even of the worſt of 
| Heathem,M.p. 17% 

TheGodly feelings and Heroich exploits of Heathen Phi. | 
© Toſopbers wilt certaruly confound the Chriſtians in the Day of 

þ +0 Of Hell; and of th*unſpeakable and various Torments 
|: which the Damn'd ſhall ſuffer there for-an Eternity. p.z01 

* *Of the ſevprity of Gods Fuſtice, the rage and malice of the 

| Devils, and the horrid confuſion of the Damwd; occaſion'd 
> wy thefull:Knowledge of their Vanities, main Folly and __ 
\” | wlect of their Salvation, AM, P. 217+ | Þ). 1 be 
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| Soul thanthat of Riches, though it may not be (0 pier 
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The wonderful Aufteri ties of Gods Servants as well in the.” 
Old 4 in the'New Teſtament in order to avoid the Terments. © 
of Hell will be a:main confuſion to ſuch Chriftians as live de-- : 
liciouſly in this World, M. p. 226. q 

If men be ſo outra giouſly cruel one to th*other, how exceſe 3 
rue cruel muſt the Devil be ta the Damw?d in Hell being a pro+ F 
feſſed enemy to all mankznd even from the Creation, M-y 234 | 

An hahit ual Sinner that puts off bis Converſion to the hour 
of Death in expeftation of a good Peccavi lies under 4 moral | 
#mpoſſibility to.be ſavd, M. p. 248. ; 

The Love of God ſhould repleniſh our hearts to that *p_ , 
to leave no place for any terrens or carnal aſfeftion, M.p.266. . 

An ample deſert ption of th\ingratituce, inconiFancy, frees 
chery, cruelty, and vanity of the W, orldwith ſeveral pedens 
relating thereunto, M.p. 278. 

The Lu3t of the Fleſh with its fatal attendance and branch- | ; 
£5, are moit abominable in themſelves, moſt odious to God, | 
and the moſt deſtruttve enemies of our Souls, 1, p. 293. __ | 

 TWonly thing-that the Nobility ſhould valkie them rergy + 
xpon is Vertue, how vain is the Wiſdom of the Worl "y 
Corporal Beauty and Rieh Apparel, and how thont 'as «wh T 
45 th*other has _s the ruine ah many Millions of Souls, A Z 

M$ to. +576 «; 2 > "I 

That the State of Povgjey' is far more advant at 


Th to th 


the'mind, which '4s-never content, MA. p.327. © © 4 
The ER expreſſions of Chriit, and the ſeveral em= 

ployments be takes upon himſelf in order to Jave our Souls ara 7 

able to withdraw all our ſcatter”d affettions from the World 


and ſettle chem yon bim alone, M. Þ. 346. 
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| © That theWorld is both a Cheat and a Lyar, for bis Promix 
& fes ars falſe, bis Honours are vain, his Pleaſures are Poyſon, 
and bis Treaſutes are Soul» Killing Thorns, p- 368... 
| That they who after all Gods ſweet Inſpirations, loving Invi- 

| fations, andgraciou Admonitions, do not love bim-retipros. | 
| cally, ſhall be in danger of eteriial Deftruftion, M.p. 384. © | 
Y - ACheckro Man, P- 291: | : 
F ACheckro the Chriſtian Mai, p; 395. | 

t- © ACheckrto the Religious Man, p. 402, E þ 
 JAlholeſom Advice ts Mankind in general, p 4104 


Errata. 
* _P. 10. Leu. R.remit. P. 26. M, Ny R. bs. | P. 149] 
: 3 - +» R. double. Þ. 254» M. N. R. 67 at ſ166, 88{[ds.. Fe. 
+ 255- M. N. R. quo. P. 259. L. 12. R.axiom.- P2654 
Wenn ge 12. Donnie Pages 
F315: M.N-.R. putredini. P. 329. L. 26. R, not. P3366 
FL: R.the...P.344.L. 27. R-be. P.352- Li18.Rfo 
© Þ&: 368. L. 22. R.doorkeeper. P. 371. 1.6, Ry martial 
F P: 374+ L. 17. R.. Micheas. .. P. 356+ Ly 2%. Re Wore. 
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A Dialogical Diſcourſe. berevih 
the Saviour and Man, wherein 
all Souls deſirous of the Love of 

God, | are” *copiouſly” ſuppli'd ; 
with means powerfull to attain 
ir,” ahd to gain the happy -ac- 
compliſhmenr' of cheir : Salvas 
| tion, | 


MAN. 


Peak 0 Lord ! | for thy Servant reits WT: 1. Reg. 3. 
grant mea right Underſtanding'to know 
thy ways, and lead my willto walk therein 2 
Jet the facr& Dew of thy divine'Ir (fpirations ?/z. 118, 
flaw down from thy beavenly' Throne int6 
my obdurate Heart: that I may more ably 
| obſerye thy Commands, and ſteer my <9 
| direaly without any 'Remora towartls' bo 
Region of eyerlaſtin Ng BUR, for Which! thou Loquere-./ 
aidlt Create my goti 2/1) tarobis8e . 
., Heretofore the NOT, of tart would = 
S B have 2p 's only ſpe Ik to them, not thou © tur | nobis 
. | Larg! earing thy words might ſtrike ſuch Dominus/ 
a terr fr "to their Ld i545 would occafion <5 gl 
Al Fath, 5 buy 1 Kuch wholly: an \ Alien Exod, as. 4 
'to __ 


4 £Y 
*}F oe 
x* ” : 
o s 


"a 4 PINS 


"Bog 


YO NY + ” ” v F A vn deed 
X wo EI 
L. 
wv tt). 


to their feeli gs, and do chooſe rather to 


fide with the'Prophet Samacdl, and ini hu- 


mility, do intreat;. that. thou 'Lotd, wilt 
be gracioully pleas'd to. ipcik to mes "Not 
Moſes, mo; nor any of thy - prophets ; for 
the inftruſtions and lights they may give me, 
be but gifts and Rays' borrowed of thy in- 
Create Splendor,thou alone without 
their Miniſtry canſt perfectly inſtru& me ; 


alas, their: endeavours, 1 10. my regard wilt ; 


fignify juſt nothing, * withobr” thy graci- 
ous concurrence : They may indeed utter 
ſome words, but unleſs thou doſt influence 
them, they never/mbpllify my tony Heart, 
nor lodge thy Spirit within my bowels - 
, Their, words may-be, TRI plac'd to admi- 
_ ration; their; Rhetoxick, hat ming, mer Ele- 
quence exceeding, that, 0 the very beſt Ora- 
211 .,/< tors, their: \ Periods mannag'd I xEvorte 
nary good order, bux if. they 

thy. divine. Spirut,; my heart alas, will remaitt 

as cold as the VET. 6s. 2. 
= * ., They may Cite. Seripture fvently th con; 
—_ - firm their ;diſcourſe;. obo quote both Coun- 
$6.1 cels and Fathers to thealt:oojflicrent of their 
Wot ” Hearers; but, they, cannot. work [fo far of 
Te na 07 phe underftanding ; as,t0,make ' conceive 
Safin. Rs aim at, nor. bring thelr Will 


\ ro the Praiſe e of 1 It. ; wh enterp i2e is out | 
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> ao ' of their Province, "tis a TI "ion 'pertain- 


iſh"not of | 
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dreadful threatnings, and the avi, 4p to 


horrid; effeQs af thy divine wrath, but *dsrigari,ve- 
. thy SanQtifying Grace, that alone can ſoften, 95 aurem 


inftru®, 1nd Wuſtrats.our Bcarts : They can wag "4 
eXferioully water qur. barren and rebe!lous x Epiſt. © 
Squls,but thou alone cawitgive the increaſe & P:ult ad 
cauſe. them happily,to comply with che ſweer © 7771%s 
Inflpences of thy holy Inſpirations: TD hey Tas 4 
Tay, cry. out and .warn us.to fly from fin as a facie Co- | 
fromthevenom. of a.Serpent, but thou alone lubri fuge 
mak{.ogr underſtanding, and will prompr p*ccazum 1 
tq conceive and practiſe what they Tay. Per yes 5 
© SY, Eno be crgtorcd. thus B - DS. jon Aviles 2 


4. 


Woiſes then forbear ſpeaking to me; tis from 
thee, my God, Ido  expett the word -which 
can ſubdue;refor m, &'clear my heart from all 

| terrene and ſordid affe&ions ; If 1 only bs 
outwardly  admoniſh%d, *and not inwardly 
inflam*d with the ardent fire of thy divine 
Love, my Souls death-may enſue, or ar beſt 

[ ſhall be but a barren and wither'd tree. :Let 
me then hear thee ſpeak, O Lord and let thy 
word be no ſooner heard,bat pat in execution. 
by mezno ſooner known but lov'd, no ſooner 
pronounc'd but deeply fix*d in the Center of 
my heart”; there to prodvce the worthy 
fruits of a ſincere, ſforrowful and conſtant 
| 7 Reg. 3. repentance. Speak then-O Lord, for thy 
| Verva © Servant hears thee, thy words arc the ha Py 
rim vie ſeed of eternal life z let me' then hear them 
bes, 70. 6. tO the comfort of my Soul, and to: the refor«- 
mation and perfect amendinent, of my whole 

life ; this is a work that will really be for 

Fd ONS" Glory, and my eternal Salvation. 


7k SAVIOUR. 


'Ear my words, O Man, PRIN are moſt 

- ſweet, cfficacions and vivifying, far 
exceeding the ſcience. of the Philoſophers; 

* and wiſeof this World ;'my words are both. 
| Jpirit and life, they are beyond thereach of 
humane underſtanding 3 they . don't ate a 

- Jain. complacency, but delight to be receiv'd 


y Father' in ſilence, With all kumility, and with 
5 Mo a oe FOE Þ all 


*S 
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all the- tenderneſs of love and affetion, that 
can_be;expreſs%d; My Servant David was 
throughly : convinc'd of this undeniable 
aſſertion, when he ſent ferth theſe ſeraphical 
expreſſions to.my heavenly Throne 3 Bleſſed 


is the man, Q. Lord, whom thou ſhalt inſtruc <5, 


in thy Law, and teach how he may 1n the e- 


quem ru 
erud:erts 


vil days of his mortal life, heap up a vaſt Dominc,s: 
treaſore of merits for an Eternity. I am the de :ege cua 


Lord who have taught the Prophets from the 
beginning; and ſince have never ceas'd to 


eum docu- 
eris,ut mie 
riges el a 


ſpeak unto all Men 3 but alas, few an ſwer my. dic bus ma- 
expectation : Satan. has ſo blinded their un- !it, 95. 


derſtanding,ſo perverted their will,& ſo be- o_ 


numb'd their ſenſes, that the moſtpart of them ** 
make nothing of my words, take. no notice 
of my corrections, and ſet no value on my 
moſt amorqus invitations, in order to revive 
their poor Souls, and ſhelter them under the 
wings of my paternal and powerful protet- 
jon; from the rage and. fury. of that infernal 
and devouring, Dragon. The moſt of them 
are ſo -infatuate as.to-be:mors inclin'd to 
give ear to the deluding Sirens of the world, 

then, to. rhe-inſpirations of their God z to 
the fatal perſwations of the fleſh, then to the 
ſlutaty dictates of the Holy Ghoſt ; to the 


ruinous ſuggeſtions, of the Devil, then to the: 
amorogs- invitations of their Creator, anth, 


Redeemer, What the world:does. promiſe” 
**"M ts bur temporal and of no4 and jet 
B 3 ar” Tor 


- 
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for thit ſmall fatisfition, they ate- contetit 

to beeofe ſlaves £6 it 3 ind' to loſs that gla- 

tions title of Children of Gu; arid-all pre- 
tenti8ns £6 Hedveri, What 1 profniſe'em is 

of afi unſpeakible eſtithate, dd of ati ever- 
hſting contintarice 3 yet their hearts are 
ſtrangely averſe t6 it;and ſetti fo conteive as 

great an abliorrenceof itzas the people of I/ratt 

had againſt that food; which I ſiowr*d down 

| hpoii them in the Deſart. Their obwdiencd 

to the world aftd their other hiortal etremics, 

afid their Ccire of pleafing them, is more 
prompr, and far greater; then what they 

Eſay. 23. ſhew in my ſervice. Let Sidoz bluſh ; and 
why ? becauſe that for a ſmall Sallery, for 
a trifle, ſhewill run @ loftig Way, but for the 
purchaſe of Heaven, for the gain of an ever- 
lating and happy life, ſhe will hardly raiſe 
up her foot from the ground. A man ſhall 
labour a whole Gay to pet ſixpence at night, 
and perhaps leſs, He'will undertake the moſt 
vile work that can be natn'd,and be at it both 
nightand day.,and weary himfelf ſoextream- 
-Iy as to be nigh breathinhg'out his life, and all 
this to-get the good will of his Maſter; but 
alas ! to purchaſe a [ſu#i11k4m bonkm, to be 
ſeated among the Saints and Angells in'Hea- 
'ven, to enjoy tintuitive viſion of God, and 
$ his interminable glory, he is ſo mucha'friend 
to his bogs 2nd ſo fond of his eaſe, that te 
will tofMdcrgo the leaſt mortification. © 
$ flothful | 


kD a 
a 
"2 
3 IN 


"Fx 


| fothfal and peeviſh Creature ! ! thou ſhould?ſ| 
be aſham'd! to fee Worldtin Es more” ready to 
concur to their utter Tuine, then thon ro 
procure to thy fafa Crown of Glory ; ; that 
they take more pleafure in their vanitys, then 
thou doſt to hear atul prattiſe my Command- 
ments, and Counſels. They ofcen fail of their Rom. 7. 
expectation, and ſeldome enjoy perfecqly 7: 1+ 
what they pro ofe tothemſelves ; but what” eg 
I promiſe 1s alw Fafa, and none was 
eVEr AT that lacd his confidence 
in me ; and whoever Has my word for a fa- 
your, ſhall be  ſare to obtain it, if that he 
continues a fairhful Servant to me, even 
to the yery laſt reſj piration of hjs breath, for 

"tis the end, not the beginning and progreſs, 
that crowns the work, and makes the man be tinis coro- 
either 2 $3int; or a Devil. I do faithfully re- pry bet 
ward all, and the leaſt of my ſervants good ,. 
works; I am likewiſe a Touch-ftone to try 
their trus and conſtayt affection, I ſaffer them 
now and then to coin under the heavy load 
of many tribulations 'and Croſſes, but *tis 
with a deſign to cleanfe their Souls of all 
exrthly corruption, and make them fit t9 fit 

at my table in Heaven. © 

Hear, then O Man ! my words, and priat 

them in the midſt of thy Heart, ruminite on 
them often, and with all poſſible Attention, 

for they will bemoſt n ſefpily in time of temp; 

Wen 7 z and tho? tligy doit not underitand 

B 4 them 


" 7 "= 
them at preſent, yet thou ſhalt comprehend. 
their full meaning. in the day of my viſitati- 
on. Thou. muſt know when, and after whit 
manner I do viſit my faithful Servants; firſt, 
I viſit them. with Temptations of all ſorts, to 
train them-up in that School of Heaven, in 
which I had the credit of being both Maſter, 
and Conqueror; I ſuffered temptations to 
' teach my followers, they- muſt expe@ the 
{ame ;z but | conquer'd alfo all my temptati- 
ons, to ſhew them how to_behave themſeives 
in the like accafion; but if I] ſee them ſtagger 
and fail 11 courage, I viſit them with the 
ſweetneſs of. my conſolation, and inable” 
them to ſtand firm, not to deſert from my 
| Colours. Lam likewiſe a Teacher to my E- 
Te, and reade unto them every day two 
Leſlons ;. th'one is a ſharp reprehenſion, if 1 
ſee them fail in their duty, in order to ſup- 
preſs their. evil inclinations, and habirs ; and 
th'other is a potent exhortation to. ſtir vp 
their hearts-to a fervent deſire of a greater 
increaſe. in virtue. In fine, whoever hears 
my words, and will not regard them, but 
rather deride and contern them, he ſhall at 
the aſt day_finde me a ſevere Judge, fron! 
whom he 1s to expect no faveur, byt the 
ſame meaſure he gave me in his life, ſhall be 
exactly dealt him. and worſe, that is, to turn 
himoff to the left hand, and there leave him 
as a prey to the Devil for all Eternity. 

ol MAN. 


WA 
M AN. 

, Emember O moſt merciful Lord that we 

-are of our own nature but miſery, weak= 
LY and in a word,as little to be regarded as 
the meaneſt of thy Creatures,for what are we 
in opr greateſh ſplendour, but ſo many veſ- 
ſels of naſty ſtuff, fit for no other uſe but to 
be caft out,6& ſet fo many foot under ground, 
leſt the noiſom ſmell of our rotten Carcaſſes 
ſhonld infec the houſe,or family wherein we 
depart thislite. Our frailty 1s ſo-great that 
it cannot be parraleld in any other creature 
of whatever State or Condition 3 our vanity 
1s no leſfs,if not ſurpaſſing our frailty. What 
fnall ſuch a poor Creature doamidit ſo ſtrong 
and ſo many allurements to fin; of one fide 
the world ſollicites him to be of his faction,oT 
taſt of his pleaſures at will, the Fleſh inclines 
him another way, the Devil perſwades him 
tollight his own proper intereſt, 3. ec. to be 
happy eternally by adhering to his Creator , 
and to fide with'him acainſt God: Moreover 
be ſceth that the wicked are the. Darlings of 
Fortune, and have' all earthly pleaſures as 
command, but he beholds the righteous and 
fairhful followers of God groaning under the 
weighty burthen of great tribulations z "nay, 
he verily thinks thee to look on the wicked 


Wick: a Plealing aſpeQ, and to frown on the 
Juſt ; 


(10) 

Juſt; what confirms him in this opinion, is, 
the aſſurance thoy giveſt them of pardon, 
whenever they ſhall with true repentance 
come to thee'-' this, they take as an incoue 
ragement for fingers to continue their licen- 
tiousand wicked life ; and even fo it falls out 
with: many; they ſpend their youth in all 
manger of unlawful pleaſures, nay,they. will 
intrench upon old age, rather then defi 
wo tong- continued diſorders; yet when 

y'thy Decree a violent Sicknels ſeizeth them 
8nd confines them to their bed, then they 
continually jmplore thee for mercy ; Peccavt 
5 their deplorable ditty, which they ince{- 
{antly repeat till they expire ; muſt we not 
piouſly believe that ſuck are ſaved ? notwith+ 
ſanding the long Serjes of their wicked- 
neſs and ſins; yes, and this confideration 
holds us in our rambling & vicious humours ; 
and likewiſe, it cxpells all thoughts of re- 
canting from-our mind ; the frequent Preſt- 
dents of thy mercy exhibited to far more 
wicked livers, retards our converhon ; 1ſ6 


- doth the conceit of that narrow and craggy 


Paſſage, which ( as thou ſayſt ) can oaly lead 
us to Heaven: Morcover why ſhould weim- 
poſe that heavy yoke upon our younger-days, 
Keing that-Heaven is promiſed to us at any 
time, when we- ſhall cry, Peccavi, tho' we 
:thowld omitit, 'even.to ous decrepid Agpe | 
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F' Man ! the more frail thou art, and the 
| more ptone to ſin,the more vigilant, 
: careful ſhovuldiſt thou be and timorovs, not 
: tb fall into fin, leſt thou ſhould'ſ be foil'd, 
/ ovvercom'd, and fall from the ſtate of Grack, 
! intothat bf dammation ; for it's 'a point of 
extream folly, that a weak, unskilful and fil 
ly man, ſhould undertake to encounter ſuch 
7 Rftrong, cunning, expertand fierce Enenaes, 
as thow haft to fight withal ; whoever 156 
far overſcen, will certainly be worſted, and 
looſe his life ro boot : This is thy caſe, ©Q' 
Man ! the Devil thy mortal enemy will eaſt- 
1y get the better of thee,and ſoon 'o'rethrow 
thee, if thou art not well fortih'd with vit- 
Lie, and ſhielded with Gods grace and pro- 
retion, and aſlifted by his holy 'Angals. The 
Prince of the Apoitles was not \1gnorantaf 
this'truth 3 heexperienc it in his'own per- 
fon, and therefore being highly iatereſt'din 
_ the welfare of his Maſters flock, he leaves aum- 
to them this whotſome inſtrucnon my'Bre- x. per.g. 8. . 
'thiren, be Sober, be Vigilant, but why ? be- 
"catife your Adverfary the Devil, usa roaring 
Lion, walks about, feeking ' whom hemay 
devour: '1 dogrant that the allurementsto 
ſitraregreat, and'nnmerous, but'the mbtives 
"that Vlay 'beforeall mortals, a 
make 
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make uſe of; on all ſuch occaſions, are incom- 
parably mor2 in number, and 'of greater 
force to repulſe all teraprations they are alfo 
very prevalent to indnce//'em ta lead a vir- 
'tiovs and godly life. The world thou fayſt, 
inviteſt thee to bnlawfill and wicked aFions, 
Þat God prohibits then, nay, he commands 
the contrary, and if thou doſt obty hum, he 
Intails on theea glorious and everlaſting in- 
Heritance, but ii thon haſt-fo little regard of 


tis commands,as to trangreſs them,he threat- 
EnsS thee with everlaſting damnation, and 
torments. The fleſh inclines thee to ev1], but 
the ſpirit and reaſon too, bids thee reſiſt 
manfully ſuch baſe and rebellious motions : 
the one tells thee that the body 1s created to 
be a ſlave to the Soul, not the Soul to the bo- 
dy; th'other informs thee what a madneſs j = 7 
15 to forfeit an eternal happineſs for a paſſing 
Pleaſure, which ever leaves a ſting to pierce 
and gall thy heart. Sodom and Gomorrha were 
£00 much led by the fieſh, but conſider well, 


the terrible chaſtiſemenr rhey ſuffer?d in this 
world; yet it 15s but a ſhadow, to what they 
; fall ſuffer for an eternity. Moreover, that 
-gnawing worm of a guilty Conſcience ſhould 
-quell in thee all ſuch fon! and unlawfull plea- 
tures. Thou -wilt plead, that Satan, with 
"the reſt of his infernal Confederates, never 
-delift perplexing thee; with their frequent 
_m {trong ſuggeſtions z and art thon'the 0n- 
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rites, 'becauſethou ſeelt them proſper in:all - 
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ly man that he aſſaults ? no, no, his quarrel} © 
is with all mankind,and ſince that fatal over- 
throw which he pave our firſt Progonitors 

in the garden of Eder, he never cea$d, nei-! -: 
ther will he ever leave of peſtering and - 
plaguing their deſcendants with ſuggeſtions ** 
ro evil; for nothing mzkes thei ſo furious 


and cruel, as to ſee men 1n a fair way of poſe Latrare . - 
ſeſling their forfeited and glorious Seats: ; burf2 en 
thy chief comfort and fecurity :lyes within ee ſed” 
thy own breaſt; he is like a Maſtive-Dog mordere 
at achain, he may indeed bark at thee, bux 22 poceſt, 


can never bite thee, unleſs thou doſt come pnkgei 


within his reach, andconfent to thy own de= Angelis U- 


ſtrucion. Morcover God has deputed' awis Deus, 
Angeleven from thy Mothers womb.,to: 0./m2pdavir. 


tect and defend thee from all ſuch accidents; TT: HE 


and he will performhis charge; if thou'. wile” F; RE 
but obey him, and liſten to his-wholſomeiin® * 
ſpirations, and dictates ; If Satar does:fpar 7.x 111 
thee: on to the Precipice of Sin, thy adend.-: | 
Angel will teach thee; how thou maylt i in hin. core. 
conflict fecure thy ſelf, either by-a'vigorous cahicur n=" 
oppoſition, 'or an immediate flight: to-Godſigu legit 
for SanQuary ; 'He-will alſotell. thee that©3< cerca, 
thou-art'created [to fight the wortal eche- Tins 5 
my/of-mankind, and muſt feil' him'too; at - - s 
thou hope to gain acrown'ifty/Heaven. 513 
AS'for the - wicked, whom thou thinkeſt VP > 
to be of the' numbes of Gods! happy- faves 
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their ways, and that nothing cralſath themz; 

that they have plenty of Gold and: Silver ; 

Horſes end all other Cattle in abapndance, no 
Profperi- mertality -vaſtts them; Rain, Wind, Storms 
ras Stulro- Thander, Lightnings, do paſs by them, and 
_—_ by all they poſſes,as wellabroad,as,athome z 
> but believe me ſays the wiſe Solomon, that this 
Noo audi- Proſperity of the wicked which thou goſt ſo 
vit popu-muchextol, and make;ſo great an eſtimate 
Ins meeps. of, as to:think them in-that to be the Min- 


—_ nicns af God, will atithe cancelling of their 


non inten- ie; marry their Sonls to -the Abbuls .of 
dir eoihi.t Hell. Let She Stiff-necked people of {rect 
cult £95 ſerye far @ [preſident 490 convince thee,thatd 


JeFletia  *:delight.notin the wicked; They would ,not 
cords co- hearken. tomy voice, neither -would:they ac- 


tiontbus 
ſuis. 
Pſal. 80. 


Mulrz tri- andtirey xqokelnir felf-pleaſing courſes, and 


Mon 
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earth as @ SKkilful Phyfitian wirh-his Patients, 


x clesnſe their Souls of all their fitfull ſpots; 
by giving them to drink of that bitter Chas 
tice of tribulations, by which they are dif- 


poſed to partake of a more abundant grace, 


and'btrought to a tiearer conforinity with me, 


who exhauſted the ſame Chalice of its very 


dregs ; by this remedy they are fecur'd 


from tl everlaſting pains of hell; whichare . 


itcomparably greater, and of a lotiger tra&, 
then all the tribslations and crofſts, that were 


ſofferN by all mafikihde in this/world 3 and 


the fame intitleth them my Aſſvcrates in Hea+ 
ven,'to ſit at my rable, to enjoy/my preſence 
for ever, and all thehappineſsrthat my; celeſti- 


x 


4 Court can afford.” Thou ſeft'by this what £20 eek 
nhſpeakable advantages the Juſt do reap» by diligo ar- 
their tribulations, and how rhie rendernaſsof gp mag 


my love to thei "appears, even itt the ſtyos 
fity'of tny Aaſtiſtments. (027 7pm: 
' No Father eatt”be more indulgent to his 
Child then” am! $o'the Sintier, for tho? che 
gfcarnef/and muldionde of hivhemons offen« 
cs deferve ho merey it rny hbmds, but rather 
tht utter ſeverity bf -ny Juſticez! yet! come 
monly Tforbeer With him, tl expetting his 
amendment 40but'the lonper: 4 ter him run 
intheway of inlquity; the more be fhronld be 


tetrified,” for fits never eftapeiithoutrond 1-1 + 17 
dign piniſhiienrand tho'toiger-ic is cdofers © 
r6; the bhedvierdt wal fall xhet.; Tidtooey © | 


the 
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Qui pceni- tbe-finner has my parole for apardohatiany 
renti veni- time when he comes to me with tryerepen- 
"_ promi- taice, that is a gift from God, and which he 
Nee" 4s not ſureto receive, no more then hei is.cer- 

ſino ne - (an to live till next day. 
quaquam That fataldelay of repentance has, Tre. 
ceruficavi- niſh?d the Dominion of Satan with millions of 
"xg poor Souls, and if any ſhould ſet them.the 
ſe:iz &ter-queſtion; what brought them to thar. Land 
racenebra- pf everlaſting darkneſs and mifery, - where 
rum, ubichere is neither reſt; union; comfort or orcer; 
_—_ ” but a; perpetual toil, hatred, ſorrow, confas 
ſempicer- fort and horrour'? they all will unanimouſly 
ous horror anſwer, our: procraſtinate converſion,our de- 
mhabice. 1zj?d' repentance, and our groundleſs hopes.to 
an '*:12 haye a peccevi-at will, tho” Death ſhould ona 
» ſudden ſurprize us withan Arreſt, this was 
c the: fatal overture, through which we fell in- 
, "to this endleG-miſery. Andit ſtands. with a 
great deal of reaſon, forthe Jonger a-man 
torters 1n his yicious and, wicked ways, the 
more obdurare: his heart will be; and rhe Jefs 
xclin'd to-producean at of Contritionz nay. 
fwil& his Confeſſarius break; his brain, $0, 
bring him to: ic; his Fax at will be that. which 
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3-3; was never. Aa; d:to it; ny there ore 
 A17-39* would not a of his offer-z, its, the fame 
or! with 
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with an inveterate Sinner, let his. Confeſſor - 
cry out, Sir, one A of contrition, one ſins. 
cereand hearty Peccavi, for God is mercyful, : 
and will be the ſame to thee, if thou wilt 
reclaim, and beg him moſt heartily pardon; 
Ah Sir ! he will reply, I was never bred to 
that divine Art, "is a leſfon I never Iearn'd ;; 
is a ſtrong weapon againſt the Devil, and | 
all his power I muſt confeſs, yet 1 never 
made uſe of it, and therefore "tis but a folly 
to pretend to it at preſent. | 
Thou ſeeſt by thisexample; O Man ! that 
the longer a ſinncr perſeveres in ſin; the far- 
ther he will be from any deſire ofa true Cog- 
trition 3 his heart will grow the more ob- 
durate, his Conſcience more blinde, his Soul 
ſo oppreſsd with evil cuſtome, even as with 
a huge arid weighty Stqne, that makes her 
wholly inſenſible of what concerns: he: Sal- 
vation. yy UE HOYS 2, 

But. if.any of ſuch like reprobates ſhould 
ſeem to repent, tis tobe fear*d,” that. his 
chiefand only motive, is the fear of Hell-fire, 
not the reall produ& of Juſtice, nor any true 
Contricion, however I would not have any, 
inveterate Sinner deſpair; neither would I ,.,q ;,pii, 
have him be ſo careleſs of his Salvation, as tO (ed urcon- 
neglect it, whilſt he has time and leifure ro Yertarur” 
fecure it, and a faving God who is ſo calily URDUS. 1 


HW \ | gr : 8 via tua; & 
mov*d to compaſſionate him, and ſo ready yyar, £zoe 


to grant him £ gratefula regs ad is the 


remiſlion of his Sins;.and Life ever] ping. 6 
Nut 


' For a, reſolye of thy laſt objection, 
the way which leads to Heaven, is both nat- 
row,difficult and craggy 3 conlequently that 
thy nature,. which 4s'very fond. of her 0wtt 
eaſe, can hardly be brought to walk therein; 
I anſwer. th-t it is a million of times mor 
tollerable to ſtrike into that roade, (tho? ne- 


ver ſo irkſome to thy corrupt nature) then 


to ſuffer the pains of Hell for an eternity ; 
Quam are- nay, even the pains of Purgatory ; which 
ta eſt via, __ nora. Viictdine I told hes anitt 
& anguſta 41© but temporal. ?Tis true, 1 told thee, and 
portz, quz aim ftill of the ſame opinion, that Strait is 
ducir ad the pate, and; Narrow is the way Which leads 
vitam, & unto life, and few. there be that finde it; I 


_— told thee, moreover, that from the days of 
eam. Mat. John the Baptift untill now, the Kingdome of 
7. 14 Heaven ſuffers violence, and the violent take 
Koop A it by force, 'But thou digſt likewiſe-hear me 
qui labo- 12» Come.unto meall ye that labour, and 
racis, & are heavy laden, and [ will give you reſt. 
oncra:i Take my yoak upon you, and learn of re, 
hes for Iam meek. and, humble in heart : and 
vos jugum VE {Þ2N1 finde reſc unto your Souls; for my 
enimme- Joke is eaſy, and my burden is light, For 
um ſuave what is of jt ſelf burdenſome to nature, Is 
<ſt.&: onus made eaſy by thealliſtance of my grace, and 
Se. Marr, is ſweeten'd by cuſtom; for whetever the 
21.128, Loveof God is lodg'd, and increas'd OW 

eight 
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and am abſolut 
fordid, 'of all thy {OS MSbty Thou alone art 
£001, thou on: art both) juſt and holy. Thou 
alone canft do all ,canft ive all, can{* fill 
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be ht and prime of i irs Tour; all Tribu- 
Perſe ecutions, "Croſles;: Loſſes, nay; 
Ts will he o0k'd upon as the chief< 
ot fayours, ind' bleſſings. of a moſt  lovitig 
Father"; fo that there i is nothing in the world 
more to 'be hated, and abhorr'd' then- Siri, 
which nc = cauſe the difpleaſure of God, 
ind his fatal S Rem from man. 


MAN. 


'0) Lord my Goa! | thou art: my Life, it 
Treaſure, .and all my cappinels'; 3 bur 
what am1, that I'ſhould prefume to ſpeak to 
thee 2 what * but a poor and deſpicable ſer- 
vant, a moſt vile and/abjet worm, far more 
miſerable and contemprible in thy ſight,then 


% *+ 4 +4 


0 Lord f, that 1 


IC can or dare i im io. Remember therefore 


o nothing. have nothing, 


the mot indigent, and 


all; and 1 poor Soutam void of Al thatean'Be 


tcallPd good ; for nothing bar miſery' ts to'be 


Ford ON Sin, predominates. Forget not 
then) Lord? thy mi rations to me, and 
vouchſafe to repleniſh my*heart with! thy 


,Srace, that I ft carry my Troſs checrfill- 
iy, and follo 


thy Fix py withall' alictity 3 . 
ad 7 WRAKE 
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Skill [ continue-my Pilgrimage. in this tem- 
peſtuons and, miſerable life.; Thou- khowelt 
that, of my ſelf Ican perform nothing, that 
may be gratcful to.thee, or any. way merio- 
rious, to my own Salvation.z. wherefore 0” 
Lord! a{liſt me with thy grace on all occaſi- 
ons; turn not awaythy face. from, thy poor 
and wretched Creature; delay not thy gra- 
cious viſit, withdraw not thy conſolations 
from re, "leſt my Soul ſhould remain a bar- 
ren and-dry, Tree, and become fucl for that 
uaquenchable fire of Hell. 

©" Lord! teach me how I may fulfill thy 
blefled will; inftru&t me in vhy ways, that 
I may. walk therein with ſafety, and in _all 
humility. Thou haſt indecd reſolv'd all-my 
obj<Aions, and haſt broke all the chains 
which might detain both. me, and all other 


'Sinners in the bondage of Sin, antl Slavery 


of the Devil; thou ſaid*ſt as much of. virtue 
.and vice,as much of'Satans rage, and of thine 

on clemency to all poor Sinners z, as much 
.of the jojs of Heaven, and. of the torments 
_ of Fell, as-areable to move the moſt obdu- 


.rate "REES and haſten them ont of hand to 


give an everlaſting farewell to th? one, and 


'to make their conſtant and happy choice of 
- the other. . 


Bur alas.) I know by a faral experience 
how weak Iam in my reſoluticns, how far 


from 


An). 


from the love of God, how much a firanger 
to: virtue , and. therefore 'have great need 
of comfort 'and Rrrehgth from thee, to go 
through with what L reſolve -for the future. 
Thowart my heavenly Phyſitian, from thee 
] -do expett a cure for all my , Spiritual di- 
ſcaſes; nothing can, behid from thine eyes ; 
thou knoweſt the evil/paſſians that do pre- 
dominate within tfy-breft, deliver-me there- 
foreo? Lord, from their tyrannical govern- 
ment, cleanſe mycheart from all evil and in- 
ordinate affections, to the end that beingins 
wardly heal'd, and:purg'd, -of all the finful 
products of my corrupt nature, I may be the 
more apt to love thee, the moxe -ready- to 
ſuffer for thee, and the more ſtable to P=riz 
vere in thy ſervice. 

When 1 read in thy koly Writ, nd heay 
what the learned Doctors of thy Church {ay 
of the-love' of God, I conceive an ardent de- 
fire to partake in; ſome meaſure thereof ; for 


to pretend to the-full perfe&tion' of it, is a 


thing /beyond my reach, unlezfs..thon pivelt 
thy. helping hand - to; my poor: endeavours. 
"Tis abſolutely the Summun bozum, that only xv, Th 
can make the burdenſome, & weighty things 
light; that can bear equally all vacqual things, 
that.cancarry a burden without-any toil; that 
can make ſweet and pleaſant,what oi its owp 
nature's bitter, and uneaſy... The love of 
a1 3: $13) lod 2; GW 
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God AG» meh on to yerfarm A 
heroick aQiofis 3 'and does! excite | them to 
aime always at what is moſt perfedt;, ard 
plealing to his divine Majeſty. Love -is 1iE 
ver content to fix its tabernacle on earth;nor 
£o be concern'd with atiy terrene object 3, it 
mult have a more noble Subjeft to entertain 
tes flaines : ' It muſt be totallyfree, and.abſo- 
tarely a ſtranger to' all' worldly aftedtions, 
teſt they ſhould diminifk irs Luſtre, & force 
tt out of irs natural Centure, to lodge with 
our blinde and unruly paſſions. * vi 

There's nothins more feet, and. attra- 
&ive then-the love of God, nothing more 
aQtive and ſtrong - nothing; more - eminent 
and generous, nothing can exceed it in Jati- 
tide, extent and altitude, there is: nothing 
more pleafint and. affable ; ; Tn fine, there is 
nothing in Heaven, or'on Earth that /can/ex- 
cell it in'#o0dneſ, in beanty or perfection, 
«nd why : ? becauſe 1 it dothi/proceed from God, 
& that'it cann repoſe itt any{created-thing, 
bit in God'alone. A divirie Lover will fly,run 
& r<joyce; tho? he were condemn? tolodge 
with Daric! ation g the hungry, I devouring 
Lyons. He's free,and'enjoys his liberty tho? 
he were in 'Thains, and loaden with. lrons 
as another Manaſſes,” 

He gives with St. Francis,” Al for All and 


inde his whole _ and comfort 1 in that 
*b ERT + "uy 


| 
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in-chat one ſupreme All the fountain-head 
of all goodneſs, he ſweetly repoſerh: with the 
Spouſe void of HAGProgner: 


bs *— 4 %+ 


and a lively flame;.it, paſſes by all ſuch.events 
+ C 4 and 


KL: 


- and mounts up towards the very. throne of 


God, where it lies ſafe from all diſaſters, & *| 


evil accidents. This language perhaps is un- 

known to many ; but ' he who really loves 

God, will eaſily underſtand it. The fervent 

defirealonic of a Seraphick Soul makesa plea- 

ſing noiſe in the hearing of God ; ſuch was 
qe: dg that of St. Francis, My God ( ſays he ) and 
SFr.nc. yall; 'my God,and my Love ; thou art all 
D: us meus mine, and't. amall thine; dilate my" heart 
aiftor mens iN thy love, that I may taſte inwardly how 
age ſweet It 1s'to love thee, and how pleaſant it 
rem uv... is to melt, and conſume in thy love.” Let thy 
guenre- 4, love ſupport me, when 1 ſurpaſs my ability, 
rum cuo-' and when in the depth of my meditations,in 
_—_ —— the exceſs of my fetvour, and in the ſerious 
"4 "' conſideration of thy great love for man, I am 
Hoc eft beyond my | ſenſes. Let my Soul 'praiſe thee 
przcep- forever, o? Lord, 'and let me run with the 
ur diliga-is VEE of Sion after the odoriferous fa- 
he pk vour of thy ſweet perfumes. Let *me never 
Fer.15.12, love any creature, 'nay not my ſelf, but for 


' Thee, let me alſo love in thee, all them that 


love thee ſincerely & with their whole heart; 


this is a Chriſtian devoir, which the law of 
true love requires, and which Jeſus theper - 
fect model and firſt promoter thereof, does 
abſolutely require from all mankind, and un- 
der the penalty of forfieting an eternity of 
Joy," and the Viſion of God for ever. 

Love, 


$4 } 


TAME TOES. HTN; 


Love, fays thy. belov'd Apoftle, is votth, Qui nob 


ſincere, pious, well diſpos'd, and ©; diligit fra- © 
It is ſtrong, patient, faithful, prudent, laſt rrem ſuum 
ing, manly, and never fond of its ſelf, nor its 2" "Te L 
proper-Intereſt ; for when ever a man begins , , 

to touch that ſtring, he immediately fals 

from the perfection of true love, and is be- 

come No better then a Heathen, who. is total- 

ly a Stranger both to tke Jove and laws of 

God. Love tis always circumſpect, humble, , cyr,,,, 
and righteous, not ſluggiſh, nor light, nor 
addiced to fooliſh and idle things, neither 

does it bufie it ſelf about vain and frivolous 
imploys ; but is ſober, chaſt, Stable, quiet, 
watchful, and extraordinary well guarded . 
ih-all-its ſenſes : Love is ſubje& and obedient * Gr-10. 
to its Prelates and Elders, but'has no manner ® 
of- eſteem for'it ſelf, for it is both vile and © 
deſpicable in its own eyes. Love is devout 
to Ged, full of truſt and hopes in him, the? 
he afford it not the Jeaſt conſo]ation, he 
knows full well that love can't appear in its _ 
full ſplendour ,: but | where it. meets with a ©. 
mixture of ſorrow ; for St. Paul ſays, that 
whoever is not-ina readineſs to ſuffer. all 
manner of Croſſes, that God is pleas:d to af- 


flit him with, -in this world, is not at. all 
worthy of the name of a true. lover. 1»: fine, 


atrue Lover of God muſt embrace manfully., Rom. 8.8. - 


andwith a cheerful heart-and countenance, 
BR > whatever 


_:. 


) whatever: toines'- upon him either. »by [the 
penifion; 'or permiflion-of his divine-will, 

it be never ſo harſh, violent, or diſpiles- 
Sab nature; he muſt not'in reſpect of any 
ttibnlation, dedine from [his beloved, »byr 
+ather adhere dſely toihis' colours; as as well 
M1 the troubles of war, asin the proſperity , 


ad pkrafure of a - Joyful] ow 


SAVIOUR. 


C) Man Thou art well read I ſe; _ 
Ta es Ma- to hear thee ſpeak, thou may {t -be taken 
giſter m [fot a'Maſter in 1ſrad; but 1 am cerraitythou 
Theel” & are miſtaken in the prattifeiof thy knowledge. 
5 -3 wm © Thou ſpeakeft admirably of the love of God, 
[bit thu cariſtnor perceive the motions and 
-<perations thereof withimthy own heart, by 
reaſon of its predominate intlinations-t9 the 
carnal, -and fading objedts: of the;world. 
DiligesDo do. Therefore, for thy better underſtanding, 
minum will in the firſt oh tell-thee;that. th prin- 
Deum tu--6ipal-and chief Command, is toleve: God 
to ws, with thy whole heart. Secondly, that tobe 
ruo. Math, Proficient, 810 obtain a farther increaſe, :as 
22.37. *"welt inall virtues, as in'theiSeven gifts ofthe 
-Holy\Ghoſt. Feiruly, that without Charity, 
:nothing'can be ' meritorious, ino, not accep- 


able to God.  Fourthly, that -Charity;. — 
other 
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ba virtues, 3s the tholt. wo; uſe 
Ieis hs Primutn. mobile, the Li DE een 
the firlt beginning, and end of on | 
that no other virtue,.. or thing whateyer,can 
ſo eflicaciouſly move a:Soul to. all ads of Pie- 
ty, nor ſo {peedily and powerfully with- 
draw-her. from ſin, and vicious habits, as the 
Love of God. Fifebly, becauſe, the lntuitive 
viſion of God, ( diy is th? leppy comprd 
of the Blefſed ) has a perfe&t reference to the 
higheſt degree; and ple perfedtion of 
Charity: ©, 

__ Now to give pes a perfett. a altration 
of thy own weakned $, 3nd to; pl 

how, much thou art a ſitanger to.the Shes _ 
God;z, 1 muſt, tell, thee; that this. heavenly 
Charity, iS a molt;reſpl dent and ; Bfarions 
Pearl;;,.a,moſt RFcinn and cggrab 
amoft.pure an e. Balm; 

and fragrant herb and cntiguendy Re 
require a molt clean, and ſpotle telidenc; 
and .a Seat adorn \CPiTh all the rareſt & mo. 
precious: Or namentsy that can be _ imagin? 

I meana Soul ckans d from all mortal 4 
deck'd with: all, moral virtues, . throughh 
lin'd with ih gl Site gf. the Holy-Ghoſi, an 
ſupported on cp de with "the, St rong Pib- 
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Soul by her Baptiſmal grace, .and this is not 

ro'be hid 1dlely, but be improy*d” with a 

great deat of care, and brought" to: its ultt- 

mate perfeftion ; O what a deal of care is to 

be taken in ſo great an' enterprize !the'minde 

mult be kept pure and' clean, free' from all 

mortal ſpots, ' and beautifidd with "all the 

virtues and gifts afo:efaid: (as far 'as'the'con- 

dition and fate of a new' beginner will ad- 

mit. ) *Tis an incumbent duty on” all Mor- 

tals that are lodg'd within this inferiour de- 

gree of Charity, to wiſh ardently for the 

ſight ond perfe& injoyment of the Summune 

bonum, to labour hardly for an utter extir- 

pation of all their imperfe&tions and' vicions 

habits; toreclaim and utterly ſabdue their 

unruly paſſions ; to be conſtantly imploy*d 

in the painful exerciſe and-worthy' works of 

Pennance; to keep their mindes from all di- 

{rations in prayers; to reform the exteri- 

our man, and keep it ſtill in a modeſt & de- 

cent poſture in all thejr communications and 

conferences with God. To divert their-eyes 

. from all unclean and diſhoneſt objeQs, to re- 

_ train their tongues from-overmuchtalking; 

Vir tn- for any man that gives himſelf the liberty 
guoſus  {; 4 of iN. oo oft don bi 

non deri- Of uttering words at rafdom,and to ns good 

| geturin Intent, cannot be free from fin, neither is he 

| terra. P/al. jn' the right:way to the land of promiſe; ſays 

þ *3%"> "my Prophet. In finegticy uſt decline from all 
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with the fear and love of God, miiſtbe care- * 


rature, . however thou muſt endeavour with 
all thy might to ſwallow down thoſe ill-pal- 
lat- pleaſing Pills, notfor once, ' but ſo often, 
until thou doſt acquirea habit of uſing them 
without any difficulty, .and thens thon ſhalt 
perceive the great beneht thy Soul will ' reap 
by the conſtant praQfe of ſo divinea remedy. 
Then thou wilt without any compulſion or 
contradiction from either the outward or in- 
ward man, freely and conſtantly bewail thy 
former ſinful life ; thon wilt earneſtly dive 
into the moſt reclus8?d and hidden corners of 
thy heart, to finde out therein what may be 
diſpleaſing to God, with a reſolution either 
to ſmother them in rheir cradle by acontrite 
Confeſſion, or to drown them all in the' bir- 
ter tears of a ſorrowful repentance. Thy 
dayly entertainment will be to! meditate 'on 
'my bloudy Paſſion, to- think” often of the 
dreadful'day of Judgment, of Death, of the 
everlaſting 


—_— - . 
.. everlaſting pains. of Hell, and of the many 
| Lees 1 m_ red 


> 1 favours and d graces WRICA than Teccived 
- : ap the moſt liberal hands of thy moſt merci- 
-  ” " tull Ges fixgaly groun, ng thy ſelf in. a pro- 


fond hpmilit 2 1n patience, in a full reſig- 
| nation Gods | cr Hs the fear and 19-9 C 
of thy;gdearly bs yed Maker. After this Ve 
venly-excrciſe, » thoyart to proceed to; a far- 
ther-increaſe in virtue, | to. a more accom- 
Þlh'd Charity , £0 Enirrna exerci F2, ang and 
to devout RiraHIORS 5 thereby to 

heart an Gogl al and to £00 Ienel, 
which is the Navy inquity : ; thou muſt give 
ſome timetothy Studys,ſome to Prayer,ſome 
to writing,:lome to the/practiſe of charita- 
ble . Deeds, as viſiting. the Sick, relieving 
Priſoners,. comforting. the Poor, and dl- 
freſled,. as well with thy EOvY ff IC, as 
with a;ſhare of thy ſubſta ut an All thy 
ations be ſure to.havethy mind always fix? £ 

upon-God, for whoſe fake alone thou.mu 

begin, £0 9n, ;and.endall thy good works; 
thou.muſt often raiſe up .thy thoughts to- 
wards Heaven, that happy reſidence, for 
theenjoying of which thou Wert creared.and 
be; ;NCVET | wearicd. wath labopr ; or think the . 
\time long e'e you gain, it. All this . belongs 
to the Yluminative hife, .to the State. of Pro- 
Aicients,.to, the degree of purifying, ers 


And £0 Soſe Pr3vaje. Friends that do | ſeetly 
adhere 
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adhete into their God, and embrace hint 
with atms of Charity. [999 .\ 7 
Lays Frinn is meg in this kinde of 
life,” thou muſt aſcend to a higher School; 
whete thou art to /begm the rudiments of 
the perfe@tive and unitive life 5 which art; 
pure contemplations, moſt ardent, »moft 
ſweet, and moſt loving Embraces af thy he- 
loved ; the inſeparable and continual unions 
with thy Spouſe'z/ the practice of miſtical 
Theology; a Transformation into God 3 
Raptures, Extaſfies, Aft of heroical virtue; 
the immoveable' quietneſs, and peace of the 
 mindein God; then bya ſupreme degree of 
the gifr of Wiſdom, thou art made, /as it 
were, 'one of Gods Secretarys, and Cabinet- 
Cotrneel, fo that being come to this height, 
thoucart made privyto all the hidden myſte- 
ries of his eternal Wiſdom, and 'raig'd" to 
That pitch of honour,as to lodge him frveet- 
Iy within thy breaſt. | ot og 
Then thou ſhalt fincerely, and Tweetly 
cottemplate with a clear underſtanding'what 
are of Faith, and the reaſons for'believing 
them, Thou fhalt behold the glory, the'Ema- 
nation, "the inbred Communication, thenm- 
Tual mtvition; dileRion,/ fruition, and erer- 
nat confiſtance-of the ever Blefſed aniſuper- 
Elorions Trinity. Then all creatures,” com- 
Par'd to the infinite, and incomprehenſible 
__ - Majelty 


__._ . 209 

Majeſty of God; will appear to thee. as Piſ- 
mires, nay, even as nothing. 1» fine, then 
will all thy comfort, all thy pleaſure, all 
thy ſatisfaQtion and afteQion be lodg'd after 
a moſt folid manner in thy God alone. Ideave 
thee now to judge whether this be not a moſt 
noble life, and worthy of ſo much pains ta. 
ken to purchaſe it. | | 


M A N. 

"T"Hy words e' Lord, are as dreadfull 
to me, as Thunder and lightning areto 

the timorous and pregnant Hinde. Thy Do- 
Qrine is fo ſublime, and ſurpaſſeth ſo auch 
my underſtanding, that-I cannot conceive it. 
Doſt thou think that man in his frail, and 
mortal fleſh can lead the life of an Angel ? 
That a Pilgrim can pretend to the: preroga- 
tives of the Bleſſed ? or that he can live on 
earth ſo conformable to the Rules and Rites 
of the Saints in Heaven. What man alive can 
paſs over his mortal days without Sin.: Thou 
-know?ſc that there's nothing more unſettled, 
.and-more inconſtant then the minde of man, 
-and wilt thou require of him, as an incum- 
-bent duty, to be always in contemplation. of 
heavenly things, to have his thoughts always 
-fix'd upon thee, to ſtand at all hours in. the 
preſence 
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ny earthly f.1 
porrectil aſſiftance.: of 165 wy ES mh he. 
calily comply Wk thy will In a theſe pre-; 
ſcriptionsz and 1.kyow likewiſethat Naturs 
will never bear the rigour. On ach weighty: 
impoſitions,. {a contrary £0. her inbred incl 
nations; for the motians of Grace and Na- 
ture, are direaly oppoſit in operations ; both 
tend to gaod, but. the gaod that one aimes at, 
is 4 great evil ta the other, ſo that many may 


bedeceived in their eleftion of this, or that. 


othey. good. Grace, walks on innocently ,and 
without any diſguiſe ; ſhe is ignorant. of al 
Quibbles, and fallacies, ſhe dec ines from. al 
things that. bear,cyen the ſhaddow of evil, & 
does all her aRions purely for the love of on 
whom ſhe owns to. be her bountiful. et 
ſpring, Prototype, I} end ; this is y. 
good in her thoughts ;y8t- Nature looks KAN 
it ro be quite contrary, for ſhe is ſybcil, pali- 
tick, alluring. , and with, her, _ Fharms, . - 
draws; inſnares,; and d eceives many z as far- 
herlaft end; ſhe willadput of none 2h 
ſelf-intereſt. Grace ts £6 mole Tl 
284 BER "e: fr curd NEG 
yppreisallt rr HONS a 2elhgu 
mogtions of the 9/ x: 0 and Ke Alcon wy 
*Ys be loves 19 be _ -nnder, tg, be Croſs 
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y ter indlitarions,” Pe depriv'd * of hier 
Pp will, can bar'd 6f her liberty-5to' be 
utider cor reaisn, rather then have thecom- 
mand of others; to be' alivays*ſubmiſſive*to 
God, and for his ſake ro' become an hamble 
Seryant, and” even a ſlave to all mankind ; 
but Nature is diredly contrary in her tem- 
per, ſhe is deſirous of al manner of pleaſure, 
and has an abhorrence for mortification, and 
Hates to be'curb?d, to be'oppreſs'd, or de- 
barr*d from'her inclittations, ſhe will» com- 
mand, rather then obey ; for ſhe deteſts diſ- 
cipline, and will not (if ſhe can poſſibly a- 
void it ) ſubmit her ſelf toany higher Power. 
"Grace will'rather chooſe to do what is be- 
neficial to others, then-what- is profitable 
and convenient for her ſelf 5 but nature will 
tabour for her own advantage,and if ſhe does 
iny ſervice to others ſhe'will expeCt to be ac- 
cordingly rewarded: Grace will return faith- 
oy all honour and gloryto God ( as "being 
OH Þn alone deſerving of it) but Na- 
nre will thirſt after hononrs and reverence, 
Ee Snptemacy and dignitys, and thinks 
that Cap ard' Khee is for her alone. Grace 
will rejoyce to'bedebaſ8'6;/and to ſuffer re- 
proaches, and*injuries for the name of Jeſus, 
but Nature abhors the very thoughts of ſuch 
fiff-rings; and Will uſcall means poſlible ſhe 


can to avoid them. Grace cannot- endure to 
be 
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be idle, bnt ever fhirſts after aRtion; bat Na- 
ture is ſo well pleas'd with. eaſe, and quiet- 
_ neſs, that'fhe coficeit alone of foil, and di- 
ſturbance, is to her as odious, as the Plague 
it ſelf. Grace delights in low and ſordid im- 
ployments, and will not repine at a courſe 
and thredbare garment 5 but Nature does 
Place her comfort, arid whole ſatisfa@ion in' 
curiousand coſtly Apparel,& will be ſtrange- 
Iy diſturb'd, when humbled and brought ts 
any mean exerciſe. Grace is abſolutely fot 
heavenly things, ſhe paſſes by the temporal; 
ſhe valnes not their loſs, neither is ſhe di- 
ſturb'd at evil accidents : becauſe '' ſhe hath 
placed all her treaſure and pleaſuro in 'Hea- 
ven, where nothing can ſuffer any lofs or de- 
triment, but Natvre has all her attention to 
temporal things, puts all her fatisfaQtion in 
Earthly wealth, is fad for the loſs of them, 

and cannot bear the leaſt affroftor injury. 
Grace is piovuſly inclin*d; and free to'com- 
municate her favours td all, wittiout afiyex- 
ception, but Nature is greedy,and covetous, 
ſhe is wholly for proper ahd private intereſt; 
ſhe cannot ſee the way to the poor mans 
houſe, but ſhe is.all eyes to finde out the rich 
and liberal ; ſhe is not willing to ſtretch her 
hand to the needy, but ſhe is pleaſant» when: 
ſhe ts touch'd in the hand with a weighty gift. 
Grace draws all Creatures to Gody: not for: 
D 2 her 
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her own Intereſt, for. ſhe is an-abſolnts. Ene- 
my to-the: World, fheabboxs all-ienfual de- 


o-appear; in; publick!; but. Nazuve's. delights 
& greateſt pleaſure! isto. be conyerfant with; 
the Creatures, to. pamper her ownfleſh, to 
diſcourſe of vain, and idle matters; and if a 
heavy: word caſually 'fall in. by the. by of a 


.,. neighbour, ſhe will iglarge- upon. it; contrary 
_-_ ap to = fundamental rule, of hex own proper 


erialteri and poſitive law, what you would not be 
non fe- done to;; don't do it ter another. 

cris, Grace.fceks for. hen comfart in, God alone, 
and: finds in-that Summun benum more fatis- 
faction and-pleafare,, then, in all viſible and. 
delightfal objects of this. world. Grace ex- 

pets 0-temporel reward: for what favours- 

ſhe exhidits; - for God: alone is her 'retributi- 

on, and of al-temporal neceflaries, ſhe covets 

none, . buti what oiay exattly help. her to the 

acquifition of cternal Bliſs; -but Nature does 
all her a&toas: for Incre-of futare. gain; for | 
ſhe cando-nothing-grari, no, ſhe muſt have | 

2a more: ample, or ak leaſt an equal return: 

-for her work,Sthat myſt be paid her down in 
Specie';if thas fails her, ſhe will expeR a large 
cominiendation; or the, caſt of a conſiderable 

favour on:occafion. | 

Grace loves ever her mortal. enemies, ſhe. 

becomes not-proud of her rich, and han 

ihe 
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bfiell friends, ſhe 3s 'aothing <xtolPd with 
the height af herextrathibn, and foble blood 
of her Anceſtors, if virtue:do not-accotnpa- 
ny tliem ſhe favours more the poorzthen ſhe 
does the rick; and has: more compaſlion of 
the. innocent "Criminal, then 'of the Potent 
Malefactor:;' the is a friend to ruth, and an 
enemy tofalſhood/; ſhe is never weary to ex- 
hort the pood to a mare eminent perfection, 
and ito become the faithfulfollowers: of their 
gracious Redeemer ; but Nature is overjoy'd 
to ſce her ſelf amongft an abundance of 
friends, andzelations, ſhe glories/in herno- 
ble extraftivn, and ſpeaks highly of ithe an. 
tiquity of her family 3. ſhe is compleſant to 
the powerful, flatters the Rich , applands 
her fellows in iniquity, and puſhes them-on 
to a further acquifition of vice, [ſhe makes 
vir tue to-ſecm rediculous to them, that: ſhe 
may the eaſier have a full Empire m.their 
hearts, and it the ſafer:in her throne. Grace 
will be nothing furpriz?d to ſec her ſelf re- 
duced froma high and plentiful State,: to a 
low and indigent condition z but Nature 
will grumble, repine, and. ſnarl at Gods 
Providence far ſo great, and fo uncxpedted 
2 downfal. 

Grace:attributes all goodneſs to God, as 
being the chief Source, and offspring there- 
£4. ſhe will:'brag of no good, that ſhe y 4 
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do of her felf; ſhe is content with” the bare 
notion of Gods packet-bearer, that brings 
his Commiſſions from Heaven, to the wicked 
arid rebellious of the World, and to ſollicite 
them, to a'new and ſpecdy reform, both of 
their lives and manners ; ſhe is nothing ar- 
rogant, nothing clamorous, or contentious- 
ly given, but has her underſtanding,& ſenſes 
ſubmiſſiveto the eternal Wiſdom's examina- 
tion, diretion, and conduct; but Nature 
covets to be inform'd of all Secrets, to know 
all novelties, to be mach abroad, to be pre- 
ſent where the greateſt reſort is, her ſenſes 
muſt all be at hot work, ſhe muſt know all 
people, and all muſt be acquainted with her; 
Grace 1s quite" contrary in her' diſpoſition ; 
ſhe is for'a more fublime imployment -: ſhe 
values not thoſe Trifles, that Nature 1s ſo 
enamour'd with, neither is ſhe curious to 
know thoſe ſilly intrigues, and fooliſh for- 
malities of the World, becauſe they are all 
the produQts of >long ftanding corruption, 
and therefore they cannot be grateful to her; 
for ſhe will have 'us not to buſy our ſenſes 
with them z but toavoidall matinerof oſten- 
tation, and vain -complacency, nay ſhe will 
have us abſcond in all humility, what is real- 
ly commendable, and worthy of all mens'ad- 
miration, ſhe is-much of the nature- of a Bee 
that oehers ny out to the moſt poiſonous. 
uw, 
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herbs, if ſhe ſees anything praiſe-worthy'in 
men (tho never. ſo wicked )ſhe gathers it, 
into'her- hony-comb, and--confidering it to. 
be: a: participation; of - Gods goodneſs, ſhe 
makes :4an:oblation-of-it to. his gre = -r:honour 
and glory;--ſhe:abhors-that -her ſelf, or any 
good. work ſhe does, : ſhould; be publiſh'd, or 
applauded, but that the Almighty-ſhould be 
ever bled inall his gifts; and-ſince we have 
nothing of our.owna that :can-be cad good, 
ifany good work we do, God-mult be. the 
Promoter of it,conſequently. Grace will have 
us to refer it to himalone, and--not- boaſt of 
it, as of-our own; production... . 
'Tis:this great diſtance betwixt Nature & 
Grace, and their main oppoſition, IN. matter 
of Government, that makes me. in a manner 
deſpair.of ever- getting. the better-of my de- 
pray*d-nature, prone to evil, 'even from her 
Cradle'i; for ſhe had;her downfal by Adam's 
Tranſgreſſion, and the puniſhment. thereof 
by a Decree from: Heaven, was. intail'd' up 
on al} her Poſterity, :ſothat Nature, which 
(as firſt - created) walk'd uprightly.in. all her 
ways, became vicious-by his fin,; and to that 
degree, thatall her motions are-bent.to, evil, 
and is: her ſelf ſa blinde, that, ſhe leads her 
poor Pupils, - I men. the poor Souls: that are 
Lodg'd-within her: precincts, into the Proc 
pies of eternal Namnation. ; | 
D 4 The 
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"The little irenigth thatreniin'd in her af- 
ter this fatal &verthrow, may be very] well 
compardito a ſmall ſparkle, that lies-glow- 
ing undet cheCinders, van” this I call; natu- 
ral Reaſon,” which-is altogether overclouded, 
notwithſtanding ' ſhe” ean' difeern! what 'is 
true, and What is Falſe; .whet is good, and 
What is evils but has not the" power'to full» 
fill all that ſhe/approves,” for ſhe is doth ſick, 
and Crazy, as WEN in al hey Senſes, as in'all 
her aFeSiofis, | 
Lo Gen.l.1. ' Wherefore: O my moſt vrvcious Lord! who 
© haſt created mets thine 6wn Imageand like- 

neſs,grant me-I-beſceeh thee;that great grace 
of thine, To neceflary to my' Salvation, that 
I may © overcome 'my poor, 'frail, :and- xors 
rupt nature, which Teads' me to fin, and e- 
ow 4.9 ven to perdition. For:I feetwithin' my own 
'". > fleſhthe law'sf fin} whith'foes contiadicr, 
and' controle the law of my mind: ; and drives 
me on'Captive'to all manner of vice; ;z Info- 
much that T cannot reſſt*its unruly Paſſions, 

_ unleſs thon 'd0ſt infuſe-thy all-co hs; 
grace into'my heart. Tis with finde 
mterjourly inclin'd towards the * Dre of | 
thy divine Law; I know thy Commands to 
be good; juſt and holy ;& that theevilof fin 
1s'to beaveided, above all the miſeries ima- 
ginable; yet in my Felf, Tam Rill ahobedi- 
ent fave to the law: of Sin, & am more Prone 
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toobey the Duttates of Senſualaty, then thoſe 
of a right underſtanding and reaſon. 1 know 
the goodbut I want the will to praftide ie :' 1 
often purpoſe to do what's gratefull to chee, 
and which may conduce to my own eternal 
Salvation, but alas'! the leaſt obſtacle brings 
me-off frem my good reſolutions, I know 
likewiſe the way to perfection, 'and do fre 
fall well what I ought to do for to attain it, 
but alas! Tam {do preſsd down with the 
weight of of my corruptions, that:lam not 
ableto climb towards it. So that:I ſeelearly 
how'neceflary sthy Grace, to begina good 
work, [to goon with the ſame; andtobring 
Kto a compleatend-;. for without thy Grace 
Tan performmottuing, but I ſhall/be able to 
do-alll, if I bealliſted with the ſame. Thy 
Grace then .O Lord;”:is our ſtrength, our 
chief i t, and the ſohid foundation:of atl 
our merits. From atalone, all gifts of aature — 
receive their eſtimate, .no human Arts, 'no 
Sciences, no Riches, no Beauty, no ſtrength, 
no Wit,no Elequence, \(tho* never ſo charm- 
ing ) is of any value without it. 
_ "The gifts of Nature are common, .as Well - 
to the wicked, 1asto.the Juſt ; but / Grace is | 
the iproper Preragative of the Ele&t, which 
ives them an affored 'titteto life-everlaſting; 
'Tis ſo eminent a favour, that the gift of 
Prophecy, the operation of Miracles, and c- 
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vet; the moſt eminent; Speculation;; 1s/of no 
worth 'without it 3; nay, Faith, 'Hope, : and 
all other Virtuescan never be erateful tothee 
O Lord, unleſs:they have Grace and Charity: 
along with them : ; it makes the pooriof Spi- 
rit, rich/in virtues; andthe moſt opulentin 
earthly Treaſures, bumble and low1a beart. 
She is the Miſtreſs of Truth, - the: Teacher of 
Diſcipline; the Light of our underſtanding, 
the Comfort of the afflicted, a deliverer from 
all Sadneſs, a remedy againſt fear, anurſe of 
Devotion, and a moſt powerful Inftrament 
to draw ſorrowful ſighs, and- bitter/'tears 
from our hearts,and eyes; What am:I with- 
ont thy Grace O: Lord ?:what? but a dry: land 
and a fruitleſs: Tree, fit for no other: uſe, 
then to bscaſt into the-fire. WhereforeOLord 
let:thy grace prevent ime aiways,and go with 
me, in all my-ways, that I may be the: more 
able to perform thy commands, and comply 


with thy bleſled will. 

SAVIOUR. 
Sandi eſto Man, wilt thou condemn me,that thou 
_—n- mayſt be juſtified ? wilt thou accuſe me 


_ a | ; : 
05, oa of too much 'rigour, and want of diſcretion, 


Dominus that thou mayſt be excus'd of thy intollera- 
-_ ve- ble negligence, ſloath, - and transgreſſions ? 
11.» didſt thou not hear me ſpeak -by my -ſeryant 
as» BT” viſes 
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Aoiſes to the Peo IM 
be - ple of 1 [ral th Perfetus © b- 
pong perm beroſs that Ithe Oy hap ws @ ablque = 
fe& and IOnY that they ſhould be all "propa 
ſence. Th f out the leaſt Spot in .- P&T= Domino 
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bling 3 nev th. fear, apprehenſion, and YOUT veſtram. 
waysim na oy ceaſe praying nay Tomy Phil. 2.12. 
Tho ploy-d in ſome good cv 0 be al- Noſtra 
| u telleſt, me of bei OrTK Or other. <2vcrla- 
not Peter OL DEINZ A frail man: cio in 
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ly rae c thee, that their dayly a roar =_ amor 
hs ation was in Heaven _ Our - -—_—_ 
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the eye 25, & that other 3 where thy treaſure, 
there thy heart 1s. I ſhall add another maxim, 
whichis nolefs credible;that the Soul is:more 
afJurediy there where ſhe loves, then whore 
ſhe 2y3mates; now lay thy hand on thy. con-+ 
Kaence , and tell me how often has that wn- 
raty and predominant love, winch thouthadt 


for a dilly Creature, oblig'd thee to pay her 


a Viſit with all knmility, reſpec, paticnce, 


and with all the expreflions imaginable of a 


malt tender affetion ; how often haſt thou 
intreated that'obje& of thy luſt to give thee 
alfavourable admittance into her prefenoe ? 
didft ' thou ever think the time long an her 


company ? no, tho* it were a whole day, it 


ſeern'd but a moment to thy thoughts ; 
woulttf thou not undergoe all the fatigues 
imaginable, to be admitted ants her favour ? 
nay,topurchaſe aſmile or an amourous glance 
of her eye; thou wouldſit lam fure endan- 
ger, even thy {weet life. And wilt 'thou be 
backward to do as much for me ? who came 


_ from my Fathers 'breaſt, to my Servants 


womb, from my heavenly / Palace 'to:adirty 
Stable; from a ſeat of Glory, toa Land of 
miſery ; from thecompany of Angels,to that 
of brute beaſts 3 from a peaceable and well- 
ſettled government, to be ſubje& to,and un» 


5/1 Luke {er the command of a poor Carpenter, and 


allthis was to retrieve thy loſt Soul; wa 
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thou not, I ſay, do. as much for me, who 
have faſtaia'd labour and toik-the full pace of 
thirty three years, being all that time needy 
and poor, 2s the Evangeliſts teſtify of me,gp- 
ing, bear-headed and. without Shooes, defti- 
tuteof lodging, ar Cloaths to- defend me 2- 
gainſt the Weather ; All this I ſaffer'd to 
lodge thy Souln Heaven for an eternity, or” 
for me who have been betray'd by my own: 
Diſciple, deliver'd over into the hands of 
wes Enemys, Scourg'd,Crown'd with-thorns, 

ondemn'd;, and nail'd to.a ſhameful Crofe,ge 
ri dy'd to- purchaſe for thee, as well as 
for all mankind, anEternity of Glory. And 
ſhall I have no other return; from thee, for 
all my aforeſaid kindneſſes, then to tell me 
that theu. art. a frail man, and not an Angel, 
as.if the perfe&ion which I require. of thee, 
was rather to-be expected from theſcheaven- 
ly Spirits,then from ſo weak and frail a crea- 
Lure as thow art. O- ingratitude, beyond. all. 
expreſiion,, but alas! it. is the” common di- 
ſtemper of all mankind, for they. do- general- 
ly deſpiſe:the bounties: of their Maker 3 none 
15 content with his State or condition, Were 
he as ſtrong as an Elephant;as ſwift as@ Buck, 
as light as a Bird, he {hal} complain that he 
wants the Sagacity of Dogs'3, the fight of Ea- 
gles, the long life of Ravens,. nay, be will 
repine-that he is not immortal, endu'd with: 


the knowledge of things to come ; his ingra- 


titude 


Angelus 
Domint 
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titude will not be content with the enjoy- 


ment ofthat neither ; no, he takes it ill that 
he is not a God upon Earth. He never con- 


fiders the advantages of his condition, much 


leſs the goodneſs and love of God to him itt 
the benefits he enjoys. The benignity of Pro- 
vidence was ſo great in his regard, as to give 
him power to ſubdue the ſtrongeſt of Crea- 
tures, overtake the fleeteſt, reclaim the fier- 
ceſt, and outwit the craftieſt. He 1s within 
one degree of Heaven it ſelf, and yet he is 
not Satisfied, he would fain have Heaven for 
his inheritance, and the glory of Saints for 
his Patrimony, without any further trouble. 
O man, take notice of thy great folly ; wilt 
thou pretend to have Heaven at a cheaper 
rate, then I have had it, who am the only & 
the undoubted Heir of that bleſſed Kingdom. 
No, that mnſt not be; I have ſufficiently 


 ſaffer'd tocometo the enjoyments of a crown 


of glory, and thou ſhalt enjoy it upon no o- 
ther terms. Thou muſt labour for it, and 


if thou doſt but begin the work, my grace 


ſhall help thee to bring it to its full accom- 
pliſhment. 

Let not tho frailty of thy nature overbal- 
lance thy courage,ler not the difficulty which 


Exerciti- £10U art to encounter,oblige thee to a ſhame- 


um elt. 


Mah.2.7. 


ful retreat, for I ſhall be preſent with theo 
in all thy conflids, to caſt duſt in thine ene- 
mies 
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mies face,” and to put them all to ſhameful corftiur | 
rout: -Reinember that-thou art not only ante Deum 
Angel,: but even a God upon Earth,' for thou Thraonis. 

haſt heard me ſay by my Prophet, of a Prieſt CY 
of the Levitical Law, that he was the Angel Dil cſtis. 
of the 'Lord of Hoſts, and thon art ſatisfied Plat.48. 
that 1 did- appoint” Moiſes to'be the God of 
Pharaoh; W ho can deny 'but that Holy Men 
are:Gods; upon Earth, ſeeing that I have ſaid 

it by one of my Prophets ; ; the perfeQtions of 

man therefore may;and- ought to be propor- 
tionably ſuitable, .to ſo great a dignity, and 

why ſhouldft thou think it ſtrange that [ 

ſhould expect thee to lead an  Angelical life 

on Earth, and to raiſe thy felf by contempla- 

tion, and ſpiritual dileQion, above thy ſelf, Homo 
wouldſt thou have the words of my Prophet ©= thy 
to be verified in thee? Man beingin honour eg: al 
abideth not, he 1s like the beafts thar periſh. incellexir. 
'Tis certain that thou mayſt, with the affi- Compara- 
ſtance of my grace, make ſo great a Progreſs Melt i 
in virtue, 'as to be equal! with the very An- ns 
gels, even in. thy Pilgrimage, and} to enjoy & fimilis 
a more excellent crown of Glory, then ſome wp eſt 
of them in heaven. Inanſwer:tothy. Second os 1 48, 
objection, that it is im poſſible for iman'tolive qv; = 
in the world without ſin;''tis'true that thou peccatum 
haſt Scripture for what thou: fayfti-For my 701 habe- 
beloved Diſciple avers, that if: mortals will" 1p 


ſedu- 
lay —— they have nofinz: they deceive them- ogy - 


ſelves, 77a. 1.8. 
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In. multis ſelves and that the truth is not in them 4 the 
off-ndi- . ſame Farms. my beloved Apoſtle, and-worthy 
wang BY ””" Brother confirms. In, many things, ſays he, 
Quideſt” me alt offend ; and Job, they perke. model 
homo ut” oF patience; and wortny opJect | Ot all mens 
ane 7 ation. ſets this queſtion; what is man 
ms 8 chat he ſhonld beclean ? and he which is born 
appareat o a Ws, - uh yet be bi Ayrninge 
nacus de- tNOW MUIT UNderitand, that Stn1s Properly 
"wg calPd a tranſgreſſion ,- either of the divine, 
Now oc: Or of the natura}, or of the: poſitive law. A 
hemo ſu- Man by Gods grace, may, and ought to be 
per rer- free groem this, _— EL, * Fl —_— crh 
mm qui which he is commanded a und to-avoid, 
nel for as muchas it doth give a deadly. wound 
non pec- tO his Soul. ?Tisnot like to.a venial Sin, for 
cat.Ecclq. the Wiſe will tell thee, 'that there.is not a 


Juſtus ep-juſt man upon Earth, that: does. good and 


nc acre ſinneth not: no, for a juſt man falleth ſeven 
Prov. 24. Clnes a day, and riſeth upagain. 7 

As forthe inftableneſs of mans heart, thou 

mayſr be yery well fatisfied with my Apoſtles 

anſwer; for 1 muſtallow/him to be a better 

Judge in that caſe, then thou art ; having 

' had a far greater triall of the world and morc 

experience in the hearts of men, then thon 

canft pretend to: For he was firſt a-grand 

- Perſecutor of my Church, and after a Veflel 

of Eleftion, to bring my- name and preach 

tfiy Dodtrine over all the World. 'It yn 

wilt 


9) 


wilt ask him what it was Fa wrought that Stabiles 8 
great alteration in him ? he will tell thee, by inning 
tlie 2r5ch of God Tat What © hin ; 2nd bo. ms oh 
Grace which was beſtowed upon me, wasin opens 


not in yain, wherefore my beloved Brethren, Pomini 
be ye. ſtedfaſt, annovitle. always abound...*cmper. 
ing in the work of the Lord, for as much as © 7 15? 
ye know that your labour is not ia vain in 
WAS. Gi a6. a Li. 
The wiſe Solomon is much of the ſame opi- 
nion, for he ſays that the Righteous is an e- Juſtus ejus 
verlaſting foundation ; take notice how my fundamen- 
Servants all agree in their DoQrine, they all 52> zrer- 
have it from the ſame ſpirit, Therefore I tel} 727+ P70 
thee, that whoſoever hears theſe ſayings of 
mine, and does them, I will liken him un- 
toa Wiſe man which built” his kouſe upon a 
Rock: The rain deſcended, the Flouds came; 
the windes blew, and beat upon that Houſe : 
and it fell not, for it was founded upon a 
Rock : hence thou mayſt conclude that the 
mind of man, which of her own nature, or 
rather by her own evil cuſtome, is mighty 
inftable, and turns every way. ike a Wind- 
mill, will with the help. of my grace be eaſi- 
Iy made ſtedfaſt ; fortified by the copſtant. 
133 Fil So 4H  BLRafhd FAALVIAES 8 $*:41 
praQtice of virtue, and by frequent Acts of 
Charity become as, unmovable as a Rock : 92rimum 
IE /.. DES pm rr pipe oro ury ._ eſt eraria 
therefore my Apoſtle ſays, it's a good thing-gayfire 
that the heart be eſtabIiſh'd with Grace. EX- Cor. Hebr; 
E. perience 13: 
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# rience will giveit further Evidence. Thou 
noweſt that the more dervent love is, the 
more it ſettles the Lover in the Beloved ; 
moreover Cuſtom, being as it were a ſecond 
nature; there is nothing ſo difficult but may 
be overcome, and made pleaſant, and eaſy 
by continual praQtice: even, ſo thy mind, if 
it be once adorn'd with divine and ſpiritual 
exerciſes, it will not only with eaſe, but fer- 
vently alſo and with very great ſatisfaction 
adhere firmly to me, with more aſſurance & 
comfort, then ever the rich Glutton did de- 
light in his unlawfull pleaſure and treaſures. 
Thon haſt as many, andas authentick Wit- 
neſſes of this truth, as have been Saints and 

perfet men in the world. 


M AN. 
Quid eft CY Moſt gracious Saviour, the Eternal 
homo wiidom of God !] return thee my hear- 


qued me- ty thanks for all thy favours, and for this 
TN wholeſome inftrution, which thou wert 
Jivs homi- Pleas'd to give me. O Lord, what is man 
ais quoni- That thou art ſo mindful of him, or what ſer- 
am viſicas yice doſt thou expe from the Son of man, 
eum.P/: 3 that thou doſt vouchfafe to viſit him ſo often 
with the ſweetneſs of thy frequent conſolati- 
ons? what has he deſerved that thou ſhouldſt 
be ſo free to impartthy grace unto him. gs 
I 
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if thop ſhouldſt deny him that great favour, 
and even abandon bim,to his unroly paſſions, 
he would have no cauſe to complain of thee, 
for his Sins have juſtly deſerved it. And if 
thou ſhouldſt refuſe to grant him thy prote- 
Qaion, yet. has he no reaſon to repine at it. 
But grant me leave O Lord, to make. known 
my grievances unto thee ; when I tell thee 
of my great difficulty toattain perfeQtion, & 
the impoſſibility Lly under to depreſs my e- 
vilinclinations. Thou doſt remit. meto the 
powerfull help of thy grace, as if it were e- 
ven at hand, and in my power to make uſe 
of upon all occaſions; whereas I am always 
imploring it, nay, and often with weeping 
eyes do I crave thy mercy yet all my pray-. 
efs are” ineffectual, I ſtill heing what 1 
was, an empty veſſel, yoid of all grace,cold 


in my deyotion, weak, frail, and as prone, 
to Vice, as ever was; where is.naw thy, 


promiſe O Lord ? where are thy manyfold & 
often reiterared proteſtations to give a fa- 
vourable hearing to all poor Sinners at any 
time, when they make their Addreſſes to thee, 
Ask thou ſayſt, and it ſhall be given you. 
Seek and you ſhall find : Knock and it ſhall 


Mat. 7. | 


be opened unto you ; For. every one that 
asketh, receiveth, and he that feeketh, find- 


eth, and to him that knocketh, ut ſhall be 
opened. 


Ef Theſe 


Job. 30. 


ere 
' v-P 3 


Eſai. 63. 


Eſdr. 9. 
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Theſe are thy promiſes, here are thine 
own invitations z howeyer, in all $ pond - 
on, 1 preſime to ſay what the bply Job con- 
fels'd in tho height of his aMiQtions, and what 
he expreſsd in the bitterneſs pf his ſorrow- 
ful and troubled heart ; 1cry unto thee, ſays 
he, and thou doſt not hear me: I ſtand up, 
and thou regardeſt me not. 1 may lament 
with the Prophet Jeremy, and fay, that thou 
haſt builded againſt me, and hedg'd thy ſelf 
about with 2 lick cloud, ſo that when I cry 
and ſhout, thou heareſt not my prayer. I may 
likewiſe complain” with the Prophet 1/aiah, 
that ©e multitude of thy mercies arereffrain- 
ed from me, O Lord! if what theſe great 
and holy men have ſaid be true, how canT, 
poor ſinfull Soul, expe&t that my prayers 
will be heard ; or that thou wilt comply with 
my earneſt and humble requeſt ? 1 have more 
reaſon to apprehend the ſeverity of thy Ju- 
ſtice, then to expe the produQts of thy mer- 
cy, for I may well ſay with Esdras, O Lord! 
I am confounded 6G aſhamed before thy face , 
for my Sins are multiply'd above my head, 
and my iniquitys have reached up to Heaven. 


SAVIOUR. 
|| Am the ſearcher of all Hearts, there can 
b 


e nothing therein, that is not viſible to 
my 


OO NN es 


fend him; as well from the rage of his inſult- 


50 


my eyes. I have all the}c-thop hts in my pro- 


tons of men, are regi- 


4% # »>4 


thy Yr and querelous complaints do pro- 
r 


rom 2 pious, and upright minde, and 


infallible Rule ,, that,none, who does what. 
liesin him,ſhall periſh, or ever be abandon'd 
by God; no, He ,is ſo, mercifull a Creator, 
that He will refuſe no body the concurrence 
of his grace, for. heardently deſires the Sal- 
vation of all,, without any exception of per- 
ſohs;-as thou mayſt, eaſily conclude by chat 

olema invitation which he gives to all man- 
kinde ; Come unto me, ſays he, all ye that 
are heayy, and I will give you reſt} ay. alſo 


by that great care' which he takes of every Ma 


6 $2; 


particular:man;even from hisMothers womb, Angel 
to diſpatch: one of his heayenly Courtiers, ſuis man- 
with expreſs orders to keep, prote& and de- davitdets 


ut cuſtodi- 


. \ F EAI -, art tre In 
ingenemies, as from, all other ſiniſter acct- gqjpus 
dents which poor Mortals are incident to.,vijs ruis. 
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This and many more Inſtances I might pro- 
duce, of the great tenderneſs that God has 
for man, fo that none who 1s truly a Chri- 
ſtian, has the leaſt ground to doubt, but that 
he, and his only and dearly beloved 'Son al- 
fo, who has ſuffer'd fo'much for men, arid 
gave even his very Life to ſave them from 

Death everlafting, will be ready, not only 
to hear their' prayers at all times, but alſo 
moſt free, to comply with their requeſt. 

- - But I muſt give thee to underſtand that 
prayer is an' act of virtue, and therfore it's 
call'd, Latrija, ſo that it is not every petition 
that can be rightly term'd a prayer, for this 
1s8an humble demand of decent and neceſſary 
things to Salvation. As thou art oblig'd to be 
firmly fix'd in the conſtant -pratice of other 
virtues, thou mult be theſame in prayer,thou 
muſt never give over, but ſtill continue up- 
on the ſame ſubje& with 'God. And withal 
if thou doſt expett to be heard, and to obtain 
the effe&s of thy prayer from him ,thou muſt 
adT the following councel to'my former;that 
js, utterly to break off with vice, and fall in- 
to a virtuous life. For what a ridiculous thing 
it is to think, that God will remit thee thy 
Sins, whilſt thou art reſoly*d,not to forſake 
them, but rather to increaſe them dayly. To 
hope for any mercy at his hands, whom thou 
doſt Os Pry and offend hourly; 


TW 
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what doft thou think of it ? is it not to laugh 
at the Almighty, and to ridicule the Omni- 


' potent ? If thou hadlſt dealt ſo with a terene 


King, or with one of an inferiour degree, 
certainly he would be highly diſpleas'd with 
thee, and take itas a great affront, that thou ' 
ſhouldft crave his pardon for the wrong thou 
haft done him, and which thou art reſolv'd 
not to repent; how much more ſhould the 
God of infinite Juſtice, the Lord of anſpeak- 
able Majeſty, and the Judge of illuminate 
Wiſdom, be incens'd againſt a poor, wretch- 
ed creature, that-would go ſo bare-fac'd to 
affront him. 

By what is ſaid thon mayſt underſtand that 
the duty of a well-meaning Orator, is firft to 
be inwardly griev*d to haveever offended his 
God, ſecondly to make him condign fatisfa- 
fon for all his paſt offences, thirdly to pur- 
poſe firmly not only to avoid Sin, but alſo 
the occaſion which may bring him to it. Af- 
ter this worthy preparation, he then muſt 
make a forrowfu], entire, ant ſincere confeſ- | 
ſion of all his Sins, to his ſpiritual Father, & 
fulfill exa&ly what ſatisfaQtion he ſhall enjoyn 
him. 1fthou doſt perform this, and live e- 
ver after according to theſe dictates, thou 
ſhalt undoubtedly obtain from God theeffet 
of thy prayer, let it be what thou wilt, ei- 
ther the remiſſion of thy ſins, or a further in- 

| E 4 creaſe 
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cteaſe ofGrace,or any other'rational requeſt . 

1 mnſt confeſs, that he does ſometimes, even 
as a wiſe ard provident Father, delay the 
performance thereof, but it is to try, the faith, 

and patience of his Orators, and to: exerciſe 
his Ele&, even the moſt holy among -them, 
that they may be worthyPrefidents to others; 
or it, is to praQtiſetheir virtue and perfect re- 
fignation to his holy will, in order to grati- 
fe them with a more. eminent ; degree of. 


TO 
| M A N. 


My moſt gracious Lord:! thou haſt 
now made a full and Satisfactory an- 
ſwer to all my complaints, objeQions, and 
Queries, but-notwithſtanding Lam ſtill. ſo 
perplex'd with anguiſhes; and ſo troubled in 
mind, «that 1 do. not know-what to; make of 
my ſelf; or where Imay be eas*dof this worm 
that gnaws my guilty conſcience, and all my 
trouble proceeds from a. well-grounded ap- 
prehenſion,; that I was neyer really; contrite 
for my Sins,never: made a ;{incere & ſorrow- 
ful confeſſion of them, and:that I never pray?d 
to my God as I ought, or had. that, great care 
to amend my Life, and to avoid the 9caftr 
en of Sin, - | rr3Ses 


SAVIOUR 


SAVIOUR. 


O Man be. not at all diſmay'd, thou haſh 
often heard that virtye does.confiſt in. 
the middle, nay ?is the. middle. of too viti- 
ous, eXtreams, Cven as liberality is a, medi- 
un betwixt prodigality and. tenacity, and. 
thecefare I; would bave thee ts, place t y ſelf 
ketwixt deſpair and. pre; n,; betwixt 
an impertinent. Security, andan immoderate. 
fear; fix a firm. hope. in. thy God, of whoſe 
mercy. thou canſt nat deſpair without, a mor- 
tal offence. 
However L09ngk diſallaw ap qt when, 
it wi oe a reaſonable degree; far the wiſe man, 
ear. upon. alk occaſions, but, eſpecially 
kl the my is 1n-doubt, whether is will, 
50 well or. ill Th Im 3, as, in this caſe, thon, 
oft not know. for certain, whether. thouart, 
worthy of Gods. loye, or. deſerving. of his 
hatred ; whether thou art in; the 
Grace, or ig. that, of Sin; whether predeſti- 
nate, Or : dann or « ;- —_ 


MAN. 


My Saviour, to conſider Erioully, how 


ſtrait, is the gate, and narrow is the way 
which, aſk, to; Staci no. rational pn 


can chooſe but admire the blindneſs, the va- 


nity, the great folly, or rather madneſs of 
wicked men ; they know that they have a 
Soul which informs, and gives motion to 
their body ; that this Soul is ſtamp*d with 
the likeneſs and Image of her Creator ; that 
ſhe is entail'd to an eternity of glory, and yet 
they run like ſo many mad wild Boars, ſeek- 
ing where to ſatisfy their luſtful, and evil 
-  mnclinations, without the leaſt thoughts of 
that ever-blefied Manſion, Heaven : of that 
radient' day of Eternity, of that day which 
never will admit of any darkneſs. But let the 
wicked ( if they will be ſo obſtinate)' run 
their courfe; as for my ſelf, I ſhall never de- 
fiſt ſighing after that Land of Promiſe, whilſt 
I remain in this vail of miſery, where poor 
man is inviron'd with ſo many afflictions, and 
croſſes, tainted with fo many Spots of Sin, 
peſter'd with ſo many brutal paſſions, plagu'd 
with ſo many fears and cares ; diſturb'd with 
fo many fooliſh and vain curioſities ; ſub- 
je& to fo. many changes, and 'errors; con- 
ſum'd with ſo many labeurs and toils, liable 
to ſo many temptations & ſnares, ſometimes 
ſick with over-much eating and drinking, & 
fometimes alſo famiſhing with hunger and 
Irſt; :'s : is 

 O Lord ! when ſhall I ſeean end put to all 
theſe evils? when fhall I be free'd from the 
mY intollerable 
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intollerable ſlavery of vice; when fhall I have. 
thee for the ſole obje& of all my thoughts ? 
when ſhall I throughly rejoyce in thee, or Quis me 
when wilt thou deliver me out of this morta] liberabir 
priſon, to enjoy the liberty of thy belove - _ 
in heaven ? when ſhall I be bleſs'd witha ſo- hujus. 
lid peace, void of all trouble, as well of Rom.7. 24+ 
mind, as of body. 

OSweet Jeſu! when ſhall I be ſo happy as 
to ſee thee, and to ſtand for ever in the deep 
contemplation of the glory of thy heavenly. 
Court, and Kingdom ? when ſhalt thou be 
to meallinall? when ſhall I fit at that mag- 
nificent table which thou haſt prepar'd from 
all Eternity for thy beloy'd ? Alas ! hereI 
am left a poor and baniſh'd creature in an e- 
nemies Iand, where nothing is to be ſeen but 
conſtant mutinies , dayly wars, and great 
miſcarriages.' ' bn 

© Lord! be graciouſly pleas'd to Comfort 
me in my baniſhment, and to leſſen my ſor- 
row ; for allthe pleaſures of this world ſeem 
now a burden to me, and not any ſatisfaQion; 
it's therefore that I long to be intimately u-. 
nited with thee, but my weakneſs will not. 
admit of that great happineſs. I would wil- 
lingly hear, and think of heavenly things, 
but my worldly affairs will not allow it, no 
more will my immortifi'd inclinations, an 
yo ap my mind would fain be a- 


"0 bore 


_— 


eye On all it's allurements, but my fleſh de- 
, preſſes my Spirit, and keeps all my ſenſes 
captive. Haſten then, O Lord,and ſetan end 
to this inteſtine War, take my Soul. to. thee 
her Creator, -and my Body to its primitive 
nothing. | | 
Thus do I unfortunate man fight againft 


fain have an abſolute ſupremacy over the 
fAbfir, but the fleſh does thwart her, and will 


ons and Headſtrong, paſſions, and I. poor 


two mortal foes do fight hand to hand, but 
alas?” the fleſh always remains Conqueror, & | 
marches off. with diſplay'd colours. There is- | 
no likelyhood of #peace- without thy grace: |. 
grant vherefore O Lord, that theſe two ad- 

verfarics may, joyn in aright underſtanding, 
anU'come to thee with a true ſenſe of their 
lonx.and obſtinate rebellion. with a ſorrow- 
fol-and' contrite heart, and with a firm reſo- - 
lttiontolive ſubmiſſive tb-thy: divine laws,: | 
for the remainder of their mortal life. _ 


- SAVIOUR. 


CN Man! even as thou art oblig'dt0 love 
CH thy God with all thy heart, _— that: 
ER 


_ - 


bove the World, and look with a diflaining | 


my ſelf, both night and day,the Spirit would | 


difpate the niatter with the dint of her furi- | 
Vyretcli: muſt be the fatal; field where theſs | 


1 
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degree, that thou wouldſt ſooner loo 


ſe,cyert 

thy life, and ſuffer all the loſſes and afftiti- 

ons imapinable, rather then to offend him 

by wy g conſent to the leaft of mortal Sins; 
| 


{o thou art bonnd to grieve more for the 
committing of one mortal'Sin, then for any 
painfyl evil, or earthly damage,tho" it were 
the total deſtruQion and ruin of thy Family. 
Fhis is the grief which I call contrition, and 


. which may be abſolutely accounted the great- 


eſt in nature. My Council of Trent gives thee 
a perfe& Idea of this great and ſorrowful Sa- 


| crifice, when it defines it to be a grief of 


mind ; and deteſtation of Sin, witha refolu- 
tion to avoid it for the future. 
| It isa grief of minde, that is a great re- 


Conc. Trent, 
Sefſ. 14» 
Co 4» 


Sacrificte 


gret, and an inward diſpleaſure, which'is um Neo 
conceiv'd in the heart of man, for having of 5piris 


fended hjs,God. ?Tis alſo a deteftation, which 
IS hatred, and an averſon which one has to 
Sin, when he conſiders 1t to be a moſt wicked 
thing, a mortal enemy to God, and deſtru- 
ctive to his own Salvation. But there muſt be 
a firm reſolution made to avoid Sin for the 
future, and likewiſe the occafion which leads 
to it, this is a neceſſary conſequene&of that 
ericf & hatred of fin ; for iff thon befthear= 
tily ſorry for the_ evil committed; and dofſf 
truly deteſt it, thou wilt alſo! bays a-will ts 
avoid it, if not, *tis moſt evident, "——_ 
"ol 


con:mbu- 


latus, PjA£ 
50.19. 
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kaſt neither ſorrow nor averſion. _, . 
This contrition, to be perfect and effety- 
al, muſt have four conditions, it muſt be in- 
teriour, Supernatural , univerſal and So- 
vereign. It muſt be interiour, I mean from 
the heart; for the outward expreſſion of 
grief, is at beſt, but a complement, and a 
meer illuſion, whereby many poor Souls are 
baſely deceiv?d and utterly ruin'd. - The 
Dent-4- heart maſt..be ſenſibly touch'd with com- 
punQtion, it muſt be an a& of the will, thou 
muſt convert thy ſelf to God with all thy 
—y and ſeek for him with the ſorrow and 
tribulation of thy Soul. See how I reprehend- 
Scindite Ed the Pennance of the Jews, they made great 
cordis exteriour ſigns, even to rent their cloths, 
veſtra & hutthey were not at all mov'd in their hearts, 
__ n ob and therefore I told them by my Prophet, 
fa ait That they ſhould convert themſelves to me 
| Dominus. With all their hearts, in tears and lamenta- 
'., Foel2. tions, and that they ſhould tear their hearts, 
| and not their garments. Both Scripture and 
| Reaſon does manifeft this truth, that this 
ſorrow for thy Sins muſt be lodg'd in thy 
heart, and as thy will was the principal cauſe 
of thy Sin, ſo it muſt be the chief aQtor in 
thy ſorrow. Thy heart muft renounce the 
evil which it has willfully committed, . and 
deteſt the ſin which it had formerly affected. 
Thy Grief muſt iſſue from a ſupernatural 
motive, 


OS nn, .. anon. > rd 


motive, and the reaſon of it is, that an aQi- 
on purely natural cannot be a condign fatis- 
faction to me, for thy- mortal tranſgrefſion 
of my politive-commandment, thou mayſt 
ſee by the ſorrow of Saxl,who did not grieve 
for his ſin, but for the loſs of his Kingdom, 
which God had reſoly*d to take from him,t 

give it to a more faithfu)], and obedient, ſer- 
vant. Antiochns*s ſorrow was grounded upon 


_ the like motive; for he did not weep for 


his fins, but by reaſon of his great misfor- 
tunes. Afﬀicions may indeed ſtir up a Sin- 
ner to return to God, but they ſhall neyer be 
able to reclaim him from his wickedneſs with- 
out my Grace. To obtain which he muſt de- 
teſt his ſins, becauſe they are infinitely of- 
fenfive to God, and a great obftacle to his 
own Salvation ; theſe are ſupernatural mo- 
tives, without which thy contrition will fig- 
nify nothing in order to receive the grace 
of God. 

Thy grief muſt be alſo ſovereign, that is 
moſt powerful. And the reaſon for it is,that 
It's not enough to deteſt Sin upon a ſuper- 
natural motive, but that this motive muſt o- 
verrule all other, that comeinto thy minde, 
and rather dereſt fin by reaſon of the damage 
It brings to thy Salvation, of the injury done 
to God thereby, then for any natural evils 
which 1t may produce, and be ready to pt 

er 
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IP OR 
fer them all, rather then commit one mor- 
tal Sin. This is what Divines call deteft- 
ing Sin, Supra ome deteftabile, that is, to de- 
teſt it more then all which in the world is ca- 
Pable to ſtir up thy hatred and deteſfation. 

In fine, thy grief muſt be univerſal, as to 
all mortal ſins, without excepting any ; 'tis 
therefore I order'd my Prophet to tell my 
People, that they muſt do Pennance for all 
the Sins which they had committed ; and if 
the Sinner ſhall do Pennance for all his Sins 
he ſhall live. The reaſon of it is, that mor- 
tal Sins cannot be remitted, but totally, not 
one without the reſt, for if thou ſhouldſt re- 
ſerve an affection for one mortal Sin, tho' 
thou ſhouldſt have an abhorrence againſt all 
the reſt, thou art ſtill an enemy to God;and 
a worthy. obje& of his higheſt diſpleaſure. 
By this thow mayſt perceive how groſsly they 
are miſtaken, who pretend to be perfetly 
contrite, and yet refuſe to pardon injuries, 
to be reconciPd to their Enemies, to reſtore 
unlawful goods, to avoid the immediate 0c- 
caſtonsof Sin. In # word, all thoſe that have 
any wilful - tye, to any particular fin, ſhall 
have the ſame meaſure from my hands, as 
HAntiochus bad, for their Pennance as well as 


his is but- imaginary. 


MAN. 
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My moſt mercifull Lord ! have pitty 

upon me, and let my poor Soul par- 
take of the wonderful effects of thy great cle- 
mency. I acknowledge now the great evil 
whichT have done; now I ſee the grievous- 
neſs of my Sins, now I ſee how few bave that 
true and perfe& contrition which is ſo nece{- 
fary to Salvation ; ſeeing they relapſe into 
their- habitual offences ſo ſoon ; and fo cafi- 
ly, for had they that great ſorrow for their 
Sins, they would be certainly more vigilant 
to avoid them, then to TIE the greateſt 
of all mistortunes. 

They would be alſo more eager to ſet a 
ſtop to the dangerous currant of venial Sins, 
ſince they are the preludes of a vicious habit, 
and that by degrees they bring us to make no- 
thing of mortals; for they do notably dimi- 
niſh the lights of our underſtanding, the fin- 
cerity of our minde is overclouded by them; 
our heart over-ru}'d ; the ſtrength of grace, 
and the vigour of virthe made weaker, onr 
Soul diforder'd, and laid open to all evil im- 
preſſions. 

*Tis'true, they don't deſtroy ſanQifymg 
grace 3 but they diſpoſe us very mach to lofo 
it. All tovether they don't make a mortal (i 

J ur 
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but they difpoſe the Soul to fallinto it. They 
don't dire&ly cauſe death ; but they create 
thoſe ſpiritual weakneſles, & maladies which 
bring death with them. In a word, tho? ve- 
nial Sins don't break the league and unity be- 
twixt God and the Soul, which is' ground- 


ed upon that happy foundation of grace, yet 


inperceptably they diminiſh i it, and by this 
diminution Charity is weaken'd in-us, and 
God by degrees withdraws from us;the chicf 
favours of his aſliſtance in all our ſpiritual 
necellitics; conſequently having leſs ſtrength, 


we fall more eafily into mortal Sin, when 


we are aſſaulted by any temptation. 

By this I may eahly conclude, that whoe- 
ver is careleſs to avoid venial fins, has not a 
{nficient abhorrence of mortals, for there ts 
nothing Þ venial but may be,through an im- 
moderate complacency, diſſolution, or re- 
creation, become ofthe number of mortals, 
and perhaps of the moſt capital Sins. How 
then is It poſſible, for thoſe that continue 
whole hours, nay from morning till night 
in Taverns, and Tipling-houſes, Ranting, 
Drinking, Dancing, and other ſuch like dif- 
ſolutions to be excus'd from mortal Sins, 
ſince that God threatens with a woe, even 


Vz vovis thoſe who think of unprofitable things. He 
qui rides qoes the fame to thoſe that place all their con- 


Guia tie- 
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ſolition and felicity in Riches. As alſo to 
thoſe 
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thoſe that in any thing belonging to. nature yz vohis 
take pleaſure to exceſs. Ah ! Theſe are my divitibus 
familiars,, O Lord, wherewith I have ſo of-9"! _ 
ten displeas'd thee ; rebellious, ungrateful, © = 
and perfidious creature, as Iam. ] have been ram. | 
created to thy Image and likeneſs, bnt alas !Ervz vo-: 
by my Sins Thave made my Soul moſt like 259ui {@ 
ku the Devils, thoſe monſters of ingrati- eftic.Lub.6 
tude. 

By my Sins 1 have often renew'd the bit- 
ter Death and Paſſion of Jeſus thy beloved 
Son, O howcan I worthily deplore ſo great _ 
an evil ! who will give water to my head, ae Fne 
a fountain of tears to my eyes,to lament both agg 
night and day my miſery and malice ? To octlis meis 
have contributed to thy death O Lord, is of forcem 
all other motives the moſt powerful to reple-2c: wa 
niſh my minde with grief and forrow ; and ako 
therefore do deſire to hear from thy ſelf the'die 2c no- 
particulars of it. Qe. Jer.g.I 


SAVIOUR. 


k Now then, that after I had taken man 
out of the bowells of the Earth with a 
Faciamiis, and created him, to my own I- 

mageand likeneſs; in order to make him 
ſole Lord andabſolute Monarch of the whole 
Univerſe, with full power to take and traſt 
of all things that a moſt pleaſant paradiſe 
4 could 
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. Could afford, (the fruit of Life only except- 
ed). He the ungratefull and rebellious cred- 
ture, conſidering the great advantape'of his 
condition, and the greatneſs of his dignity, 

which ſhould be to him a ſufficient motive to 

| Tove, obey, reſpe@ and praiſe me for ever; 

took thence occaſion to mutiny, rebell and 

deſert me, and enter into a league againſt 
me with Zucifer, whom I had a little before 
cxpelPd Heaven for his thoughts of Pride & 
Ambition; and who, from that very mo- 

ment made a yow to deface and deſtroy my 
Picture, being that he could not annoy my 
Perſon. This ſo heinous an offence,  defery%d 

he ſhould be immediately commanded ont of 

_ that Terreſtrial Paradiſe, where he was cre- 

ated and liv'd like a petty Prince, and where 
he had all other creatures, even the moſt fa- 
rious among them, at his beck, to do with 
Accepift them as he thought fir. : 

urverrum He was therefore turn'd off as a vagabond, 
£ veſtes a Caſt into exile, and made liable to ſuffer the 
Naaman puniſhment, even of the damn'd,for as he be- 
led (+ oo camean aſſociate to the Devil in Sin, "twas 
F fit he ſhould be his companion in torment. 
2dhzrebit Thou haſt heard of my Judgement inflicted 
tibi, &{c-0n Gehazz my Prophets ſervant, and how, 
mntuo for taking Naaman's mony and cloths, for 
ſempicer- ©© Cure of his Leproſy 3 I order'd that for 
num. His covetous tranſgreſlion, both heand all his 
4 Reg. $ EY generation 
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generation to the worlds'end, ſhould fhare' 
in his Leproſy, as he did in his garments. 
Even ſo have I decreed againſt! man, who: 
had ſo much affe&ted Lucifers Pride and Am- 
bition, that he ſhould be likewiſe infected! 
with his Leproſy,; and as he. was obedient to. 
his ſuggeſtions, he ſhould partake of his pu-: 
niſhments alſo. Behold the fatal Metamor-: 
phoſis of man, and /how for imitating the: 
Devil-in his rebellion, he forfieted my re-: 
ſemblance, to put on that of this. moſt hor-; 
11d and hideous Monfter of Hell. 

Man being made ſo abominable by ſin,and 
ſo great/an eyeſore” tomy. divine. Eſſence, I: 
In mercy was mov'd, not to 'reflect ſo much 
upon the injury done to my Supream Majeſty, 
as notito condole the greatneſs of his deplo-» 
rablemiſery,& was more inclin*dto compaſſi>:. 
onate his weakneſs; then to be reveng'd of his: 
crime... Whereupon.to repair hisloſs,. I uns! 
derto2k to mediate his peace with my) hea-! 
venlyFather,and in'order to ſo great a work, 
I contrated with humane nature ſo ſtrict an! 
alliance, that I became both” God and man; 
which was ſo grateful to my Father, that he' 
not only forgave man all his paſttranſgreſſi-/ 
ons,'but alſo receiv?*d him into favour with 
all the demonſtratiansof joy that could be 
expreſs'd., Who would ever expect that fa 
large agd'ſo dangerous breach ſhould oo | 
IEF: F 3 © 
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be repait'd? who would ever imagine that 
two things fo oppolit one to the other, jas is 
the divine, to kumane nature; ſhould come 
to ſabſiſt and remain together, not 1n one 
houſe, not atone table, nor in one bed, but 
in one and the ſelf-fame perſon. This is a 
miracle beyond the expeQation of man, and 
indeed beyond th'expreflion of an Angel, for 
there cann't be any two more contrary then 
is God and- the Sinner : yet now whiat' two 
can be more-rmly united, or have greater 
influence, then God and--man. There is no- 
Puis es & thing more ſublime then : God, and nothing 
+ rag more vile, and deſpicable then man. Not- 
teri. Gen, Withſtanding, God with all hamility de- 
*.. . fſcends from Heaven to man; and man af- 
cends to' Heaven 'with: God ; fo: that the 
ation of man is the fame with that of God, 
and whatever God is faid:to have done, may 
be juſtly imputed to man, . becauſe that Lam 
both God arid man. 
* Who would ever believe that man, to ſec 
him naked after his diſinal fall, and abſcond- 
ing in one corner orother in Paradiſe -for to 
keep himſelf from Gods indignation and 
wrath, who would' believe I fay, that ſuch a 
fordid and. contemptable ſubſtance, ſhould 
be in time united to God in one and the lame 
RINSE 
"PR Was a ſtrange union indeed, and a 
| | (rus 
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true lovers knot, for when it was upon the 
diffolution at the time of my Paſſion, it did 
not in the leaſt fail but was rather violent- 
ly ſeparated, to ſhew what an amorous incli- . 
nation I had to be: ſtill united to humane na- 
ture. Death indeed might have taken my 
Soul from my body, and break off that uni- 
on of nature which kept them together ; but gyq - 
had not the power to withdraw my Godhead mel affun- 
from either of them, for that was an union Pfit nun- 
of the divine perfon, which I ſhall never re- Pee => 
linquiſhy having once fix*d upon it with all af 
the tenderneſs of a moſt ardent love. 


M 4 N. 


|] Lord ! Fam fo mnch oblig'd to thee, 
| for this extraordinary great favour, 
that I am not able to return thee. ſufficient 
thanks, for the way and means which thou 
haſt taken to redeem me, and my very re- 
demption1s fo great a benefit, that no An- 
gelical tongue isable ro expreſs it. All that I 
can ſay, is, that I am bound by all the ties 
botly of nature and- conſcience to love thee, 
and ſtand ſubmiſſive to thy laws for ever : 
Thou haſt deliver'd'my Soul our of the infer- 
nal Dragon's jaws : ard without any meric 
of mine, but meerly through the multitude 
of thy mercies, thon haſt reconciPd me to 
Se thy 
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thy ſelf,, This is eternally worthy of praiſe.” 
Butaf I conſider how, and: after what'man- 
ner thou haſt done me that' unſpeakable: fa- 
'vour, I ſhall inde that it: does  exceed-evens 
that -great. .work- of my redemption. Thy” 
-xrair. Worksere wonderfull inall their circumſtan- 
Devs in CCS. and tho". man whenhe- conliders:one, 
Sands ſuis; does really believe that nothing can go be-" 
'yond it,"it's ſo prodigious 'in his/eye,” yet 
when he brings his mindeto the ſerious: con-- 
templation of; another- of thy wonders, his 
former-amazement is over, and his eyes are 
Fr Sanus totally fx?d upon this, even to the annihi- 
in oani- Jation of his ſenſes. This bjs judgment of the 
=o «agg '- matter does not at all diminiſh the greatneſs 
us ſuis 

of thy glory, but rather gives it a more re- . 
ſplendent/ luſtre, and makes appear how 
wonderful and: haſt Zhou” ark in L all thy 

works. | 
ls , But ,by what - means . Lord wert thou 
\.. "27-2 0 pleas'd to ,releaſe me: out of -my bondage; 
mnndum to cleanſe my: Soul of all her iniquitizs? Thou 
de immun- mightſt indeed have reRor'd me ſeveral ways 
co lemine 1, 2perfect. health of Soul, | even by a word 

NORnne tu 

qui ſolus Of thy mouth, withont any further labour or 
es. Job, coſt, but thy liberality was ſo great, :and ſo 
wonderful towards me,that'to give me a per- 
fe& demonſtration of the exceſs of thy good- 
neſs, and love, thon werſt.pleas'd to-thelp 
me out of my miſery, with ſuch exceſlive / 
Pains 


3 


} 
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pains and anguiſhes, that the very thoughts, 

of theni brought a bloudy Sweat over all thy. 

limbs': and thy bitter Paſſion, which did im- 

mediately follow, was of force to rent and 

ſplit even the hardeſt Rocks with grief. Let 

the Heavens therefore praiſe thee, O Lard !. 

and all the Saints and Angels extoll thy won- * 

ders and the greatneſs of thy mercy ! Tha. 

canſt live of thy: ſelf indepengentyot man, _ 

who-is;'at his beſt, but a handfull of clay 3 

and conſequently could neither be a hin- 

drance to thy glory, -nor give it any fur- 

ther increaſe; and if the perpetual deſtru- 

Ction of all mankinde had enſu'd the diſmal 

fall of "Adam, it could not have been in any Si pecca- 

reſpec prejudicial to thee; for as holy Job 7<r1s, quid 

fays, -if thou Sinneſr, what doſt thon againſt vis. _ 

him ? or if thy tranſgreſſions be multiply d; mutcpli- 

what doſt thou unto him ? If thou be righte- catz fuc- 

ous, 'what giveſt thon him? or what re- 0 

ceiveth he of thine hand ? Thou art O Lord. 3'quid Par 

ſo rich, *that thy wealth cann't be i increas'd ; contra e- 

ſo potent;that thou canſt not be more pow-/um p1ro 

erful; and fo wiſe," «that thou 'wanteſt not Gs 
$ quid 

the covnſel of any.'.'Thou art neither grea- donabis &i, 

ter nor leſſer, be ore, nor after the Creation Fo quid 

of the'World. Tho), All the orders. of Holy * manu } 

Angels ſhould inceſſantly ſing thy praiſes, $91 Pr F 

and tlio” all Sublunary creatures ſhould he. 3 i 

conſtantly imploy*@ in the like affdir, thon 
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canſt not be more glorious, then thou art, 
nor leſs tho? they ſhould all combine to curſe, 
and Blaſpheme thee. When we were. all, thy 
profeſs'd Enemies , thon wert pleas'd to 
debaſe thy ſelf fo low, as to deſcend. from 
thy heavenly Throne, into. this Land of mi- 
fery ;, to put on the habit of our mortality, 
make thy felf liable to all our debts,- and 
for the ſatisfaQion thereof, to. ſuffer the 
greateſt tornients, that the malice and rage 
of Man or Devil could. ever. invent. 


SAVIOUR. 


 -5<Hou fayſt true, O Man, for thy Love I 
'& wascontent to be born 1n a ftable, laid 
in a' manger, betwixt an Ox and an Aſs, to 
receive 4 litfle heat by their breathing ; 
wrap'd up in clouts,and was eight days after 
my Nativity circumcis'd ; ſo early did I make 
an effuſion of part of my blood, and ſpent 
the remainder to the laſt drop on the Croſs 
for thy Regerigeios It was for the love of 
tlice that I fled into Egypr, where I continu'd 
fall Seven years in want and miſery,; and af- 
ter my return what Perſecutions and trou- 
bles I ſuffer'd from the hands of thet_un- 
grateful, and ftiff-necked Nation of 1frae!, 
was nieerly for Love of thee. My faſting, my 
watching, my journeys from one place to a- 
| GR A PO Ons FER nother, 


i; 


nother, and often diſappointed ( tho? weary. 
and faint ) of a place to ſhelter me from. th? 


 inconveniencies of foul weather, was wholl 


for thy ſake. 1» Fine, all the miſeries an 
tortures which thy Sins had deferv'd, were + 
experienc'd by me ſolely upon thVaccount 
of thy Love. For I was innocent and with- 
out the leaſt ſpot of Sin, free from all fallacies 
or circumventions, and never offenſive to 
any, tho? I was wrong'd and highly injur'd 
by all. | 

"For thy ſake, Q man, was I betray'd by 
my own Diſciple, apprehended by an un- 
ruly and Malignant Rabble, forſaken by my 
Friends, deny'd by the chief of my Apoſtles, 
ſold to my Enemies: for a trifle, Arraign'd 
before a-Judge;z accus'd as a Criminal, Sen.. 
tenc*diand condema'd as a notorious Male- 
factor 3 expos'd to the Scoffs and derifions 
of the Multitude :. Before my Execution L 
was ſcourg'd with no leſs cruelty, then ſhame: 
and diſgrace : deliver'd over to thinſolence 
of inſulting, and bloudy Soldiers, who 
Crown'd me with Thorns as a Mock-King,. 
in derifion and Scorn. Jz Fine, | was led 
to execution, nail'd. to a ſhameful Croſs, 
expos'd: to. the; view of all. the. World be- 
tween. two Thieves, as if: 1 had been an 
Impoſtor, a Cheat,, and the 'worlſlt of Men. 
Atlaft, O man, amidſt theſe exceſſive ore 
{He | Cezall Re. ol © 
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of my Body, and far preater anguiſhes of 
Paterin my Senl,overwhelm'd with forrow.and'con- 
_— fuſion, I pour'd out my laft Breath in th'arms 
mendo Of the Croſs, recommending my Spirit into 
Spiritum the hands of him that ſent me, at my own 
ga requeſt to purchaſe thy Redemption. | 
-— 20 " Givecar, Oman, to the forrowfuldeſcrip- 

mitte me. Tt, & Nan, P 
tion which my Prophet gives thee, as well of 
my Perſon, as of the torments which I have 
fuffer'd for thee. There was no beauty in 
him, ſays he, nor comelineſs, and we have 
ſeen him deſpis?d; and made the moſt abject 
of Men ; he was a man of ſorrow, and:know- 
ing infirmities. We hid, as it were, our faces 
from him ; he was deſpis'd, and we eſteem'd 
him not. He ſurely hath born our infirmities, 
and our ſorrows he hath-carry*d; and 'we 
have thought him to be; as it were, a Leper 
puli mzi and ſtricken of God, and humbled :' and he 


Pcopter 


IFour iniquities, and hath ftricken'hiin for 
e' Sins of his People. 5 Onion tn 
. _ <© Acknowledge therefore, O man, how great 
, = xg thoſe thy evils were, that oblig'd me the'on- 
| quam gra-1y and dearly belov'd Son of God to be'thus 
| via ſunr Wounded, mangled,and bruiſed to cure them. 
| vulnera Certainly, *if thoſe Sores had not” been mor-+ 
+ Proquibus ;-; : dns es tal, 


| G4 7) neceſle faq« 
tal, and even the fatal cauſes of the eternal ic unigeni- * 
death of thy Soul, I bad never ſuffer'd ſo 77m vc 

vul- 
cruel a death for her recovery.Can there be a |....; 5. 
more conſiderable or a preſling motive to las non «ſſene 
ment and abhor thy Sins, then to remember hzc 2d 
that they were the only cauſe of all my ſuf- an. 
ferances, and even of my moſt bitter death. 
upon the Croſs: The Jews went once through picernam, 
Jeruſalem, and bewaiPd the deſtruction of nunquam 
that Royall City, and the loſs of their King: Þ*2 his fi- 
how much more reaſon haſt thou to lament oro , 
thy great misfortune, to have occaſion*d my Berg. Ser. 
death, who am thy King, thy Redeemer, 3: de rai. 
and heonly that can either pardon thee thy P21. 


, . Puder ita- 
fins, or condemn thee for them to an eterni- ..Þ. 1.5. 
ty of pains. - Ulimi pro- 


O man, let this confideration be the con- priam neg. 
ſtant ſubje& of thy ſerious meditations; It 7 
will pierce thy heart, unleſs it be harder oh —_ 
and more obdurate then the very Stones. em, cui 
This very conſideration made one of my rancuma 
faithful ſervants to ſay, that it is a ſhamefn] Þ2Jcſtare! 
thing for Chriſtians not to acknowledge. the gies = 
evils, which fin has brought upon them, ri : Com- 
when they conſider, what ſo ſupream a Ma-paſlionem 
jeſty, as that. of the Son of God, has been ob-/©ompari- 


ligd to ſuffer for them. The Son of Go@/7. Flus 


Del & plo- | 


ſays he, takes compaſſion on the miſeries of rat, gomo 
man, and weeps for ſorrow ; whilſt inſen- paticur 
ſible man, who is overwhelm'd with his 710e- 
own fins, is not concern'd at all. ok: 55 ni 


078) 
MAN, 


My dear Lord and Maſter, thou haft 

ſaid enough to conquer my heart, and 
to bring alſo the whole univerſe to admire 
the greatneſs of thy love for man. For what 
cn be more worthy of our admiration then 
to hehold a God of ſo infinite a Majeſty finiſh 
his life under the notion of a notorious ma- 


lefaQor, upon a ſhameful Croſs, and betwixt + - 


two Thieves, Had I ſeen a man ( tho? he were 
the baſeft and moſt vile amongſt the Peo- 
ple ) brought to that misfortune, as to be 
condemn'd (for his crime ) to dy ſo cruel a 
death, certainly I conld not chooſe but com- 
paſſionate his condition,and condole that his 
misdemeanours ſhould have brought him to 
ſo great a diſtreſs, If it be then a ſubje& wor- 
thy our compaſlian to ſee a man of that infe- 
Tiour rank and condition, for his own crimes 
in ſo deplorable a ſtate, what will it be, I 
pray, to ſee, nota man, but the Lord of all 
created things, (for the Sins of his ſervants 
reduc'd to that extremity ? Canthers be any 
thing more wonderfull, then to ſee even 
God himſelf plung'd into ſo great an abyis 
of anguiſhes and pains for tho ſins and wic- 
kedneſs of wretched Men ? If the calamity, 
and misfortune ſufter'd, muſt be retaliaged 
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with 2 trembling and-aftoniſhment, propors 

tionable to the worth and dignity of the per- 

ſon that ſuffers, O ye Angels of Heaven ! 

- Who haves perfect knowledge of the great- 

neſs, and excellency of my benign Jeſus, our 

gracious Redeemer, and your Creator ; telf 

me how great was your grief, how ſcupen- 

diqus your aſtoniſhment, how exceſſive was 

your - lamentation and tronble, when you 

haye ſeen him hangon that hard and uneaſy 

- craſs ? The Cherubins, (whoſe figures) God 

had order'd in the old Law to be plac'd on 

each ſide of the Arck of Alliance, look*d then 

at each other with admiration, to behold 

this bloudy Sacrifice of that innocentand im- 

. maculate Lamb for the redemption of man- 

kinde, Nature it ſelf ſtood ama'z?d, and all 

creatures - were interdicted their inbred 1n- 

clinations and funftions. The Principalities, 

and Powers of Heaven trembPd at the very 

conſideration of the unſpeakable goodneſs of 

God, tho? fo intimately acquainted there» 

with. What then ſhall become of thoſe thar 

do not ſwim in the waves of ſo greet an ocer ,,.__ 

an of admiration ? or what of thoſe thatiare tor pomz. 

not drown'd in the Seas of ſo great a bqun- ne Deus 

ty ? are not they depriv'd of their ſenfes, Mifericors 

evenas Maiſes was on Mount Sinaz ? where a _—_ 

the fgure of this bloudy ſacrifice was ſd live> nytrz mi- 

ly repreſented to him, that he cry'd out with ſerartonis. 
a loud Exod. 34 


| 6 woe _ 


« lond voice; the Lord; the Lord God; mer 
ciful and gracious, long ſuffering, and abun- 
dant in. goodneſs and truth. So much 'Sur- 
priz'd was he at the view of thine exceſſive 
goodneſs, O Lord, that he could not for- 
bear praiſitig thy mercy in the hearing of all 
the multitude of 1racl. The Prophet Heljas 
cover*d his face as God paſs'd by him in the 
ſplendor of his glory, much more then-ſhonld 
all mortals cover theirs to behold Gods pro- 
found humility and annihilation. Now not 
overthrowing mountains,and ſpliting Rocks 
with his infinite power ; but expos'd to the 
view of a malignant and moſt wicked Nati- 
on, and in fo terrible and diſmal a poſture, 
that even the Rocks and Temple were rent 
aſunder with an exceſs of compaſſion. What 
man of Steel, what heart of braſs will not 
relent, and open his breaſt to lodge therein 
the loveof ſo charming, ſo gracious, and ſo 
bountiful a God. O height of charity ! O pro- 
foundneſs of humility, never to be paralel'd ! 
O unſpeakable mercy ! O Abiſs of incompre- 
henſible bounty ! O my moſt gracious Lord ! 
_ If I befo much oblig'd to thee for redeeming 
me, how much moream I bound to thee for 
the means which thou haſt taken to redeem 
me? Thou haſt redeemed me with pains, 
with ſorrow, with ſcorns, with reproaches, 
with nails and thorns, and haſt been _ 

Tac 
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he derifion of meg, and even the moſt vile 
f the whole world. However O Lord, by 
thy contumelies, thou haſt honour'd me ; by 
thy falſe accuſations thou haſt defended me z 
with thy bloud thou haſt waſh'd me, by thy 
death thou haſt reviv'd me : and by thy tears 
thou haſt deliver'd me from a perpetual 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 

O heavenly Father ! how tenderly thou 
loveſt thy Children : thou art indecd'thar 
good, and faithful Paſtor, thou giveſt thy 
ſelf as food to thy flock. O faithful keeper, 
who haſt laid down even _ precious life 
for to protect and defend thy Sheep which 
thou hadſt in thy keeping, what thanks, or 
what ſervice can I return thee . for ſo greata 
favour ? with what tears can I recompence 
thy weeping, or what life ſhall 1 beſtow up- 
on thee, for that pure and holy; one which 
thou haſt given po me? Alas! there is uo 
proportion betwixrt the life of man, 2nd that 
of God; betwixt the tears of a lilly cicature; 
and that of an omnipotent, Creator. 'Tis 
true, .thou haſt not ſuffer*d for me alone, but 
for alt the world ; {i alld therefore think my 
0vligation the leſs co thee, no, NO, tor tho? 
thou ſned'it thy moſt precious bloud for, all 
mankinde, yet it was after ſuch a ni:nner, 


that every particular man.receiv'd the beae- 


fit from thy ſufferings. 1n fine, thou did(t 
G "  ſutter 
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faffer thy bitter | Fs TR paſli oh wel 
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for me in particular, , as thou [haſt for all in 
general. O my;God, thy OY RR Was foim- 
menſe, that jf but one alone of all mankinde 
were criminal; even for that one man, thou 
woruldſt have ſuffer'd mat thou didlt It bra 4 Il; 
how much then am I oblig'd to thee "ho haſt 
beftow'd ſo many, and ſuch. great, fayours 
upon me, and who. wouldft, baye done far 
Preater things to. purchaſe my Salvation, if 
neceſſity had requir'd it. 


SAVIOUR 


I Would have thee, and all other creatures 
of the ſame Speczes to tell me,whether there 
Was, Or can be any. benefit, obligation or 
grace greater then what | have confer'd 
npon thee ; let: all the Choires of Angels de- 
clare, whether I had exhibited the like fa- 
vours to them,or given them any ſuch proofs 
of my exceſſive kiadeneſs, and of my ardent 
love, and after all, wilt thou refuſe to con- 
ſecrate thy ſelf wholly unto..me ? wilt thou 
deny to.facrifice all fhine. actions, inclinati- 
ons and paſſions to my divine will and plea- 
fure? Thou can'ſt not. deny but tat thou art 
wholly mine by three ſeyeral ticles. Firſt, be- 
cauſe I created thee, thou, with all. that thou 
haſt belongeſt to me : Secondly, becauſe 1 re- 

deem'sd 


"RO tera. 
PR. . h 
*"m , ——_ —_ 


5 aw” I Cab Bo 


(33) 


Yeem'd thee, thou art mine 45 aforeſaid, but 


by a more "ſreiet title : Thirdly, becauſe thou 
haſt promis'd i in thy Baptiſm to be mine for 
ever; aid therefore,” without 'commitring a 
Sacriledge, thou canſt not diſpoſe of thy ſelf 
otherwiſe: why then doſt thou delay to give 
thy ſelf wholly to me, and. without any re- 
ſerve,. being t thou art mine already by ſo ma- 
ny juſt titles? O Ingratitude never to be pa- 
ralel'd ! O hardneſs of heart neverto be ſuf- 
ficiently.admir'd !. Thou art certainly mote 

obdurate, then ever the. moſt impenetrable 
Rocks, fince that -thou wilt not relent and 
ſuffer thy ſelf ro. be gain'd by ſo many, and 
ſuch extraordinary great favours There is 
nothiag ſo hard but may be mollifi'd by ſome 
art or another:;z. the -moſt obdurate mettle is 
mollifid by fire Tron is made 6 pray by the 
ſame element; the hardneſs of an Adamant 
is overcome and made ſoft with the bloud of 
a'Buck ; but thy heart ; O man; is harder 
then any rock , harder then ſteel; harder 
then the- very Adamant; being acither the 
fire of Hell, nor the chars of thy. heaven- 
ly Father; .no, nor tlie bloud of the moſt im- 
maculate Lamb can mollify it; and makeit 


traQable'and' ſubmiſſive to - my commands; 


How doſt thou think 1 can bear ſuch horrid 
ingratitude ?' I Tov*d thee, and thou doſt hate, 
me ; I have laid ſeyeral obligations on thee, 

G& 2 and 
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6nd thou doſt forget them all, being thon 
art not aſham'd or afraid to offend-me at all 
hoprs, and upon all occaſions. © man ! what 
can't thay loye if. thou deft | not. love 
_ "me? what favour can move thee t0 a kinde 
return, if my benefits can's prevail ? how 
canit thou but love, ſerye and worſhip me, 
who am ſo much inamour'd with thee, who 
have ſought thee when thou wert loſt, with 
fo much care and diligence ; and who haye 
redeem*d thee from all evil with ſo. much la- 

\ . Þourandtoil. 

Sj exalta- Thou haſt heard me ſay, if I be lifted up 
tus uct® 2 from the Earth, I will dray all men pato me; 
> cr2- DUE With what chains, with what violence 
ham ad me doſt thou think ? with the violence of my Su- 
ipſum. perabundant charity, and with the chains of 
ot 13 , My manyfold fayours. Who will he ſo great 
4dim tra. an ENEMY to his own Salvation, as to refuſe 
ham vos. to be tied with thoſe cords, and bound faſt 
©ſee. 1. with thoſe chains. If it be death for a man 
= .— »:. 20t to loye me, What will his puniſhment be 
net; if he hates me, and makes nothing to trans- 
morte, 1.greſs my commandments ? Is it poſſible O 
fea. 3. 15- man, that thou ſhoyldſt be ſo Tyger-like as 
to ſtretch thy hands to nail mine to the 
ſhameful croſs of thy wicked paſſions z mine 
I fay, which were {0 liberal to thee, and fo 
acceſſary to thy Salvation, that" they freely 
and without compuliton offer'd ro be tranſ- 
| peirc?d 
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Pierc'd to the wood of the Croſs. | 

A laſcivious woman. having ſolicited the 
Patriarch Joſeph to diſhonour his Maſter, by 
commiting adultery with her 5 was fruſtrat- 
cd of her intention by his worthy defence, in 
theſe words, behold, my Maſter knows not | 
what is with. me in the houſe, and he has 0". 35, 
committed all that he hath to my charge ; 
there is none greater in this houſe then [,nei- 
ther has he kept any thing from me, but thee 
becauſe thou art his Wife : How. then can] 
do this great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt 
God ? as it he had ſaid, ſeeing my Lord and 
Maſter was ſo good,and fo liberal to me, ſince 
he has intruſted me with his affairs, and that 
he has ſo-great an eſteem for me as to make me 
his favourite,&ſole overſeer of his houſe,and 
fortune.; how can I beſo ungrateful to him, 
after ſo many great. fayours, as to defile his 
bed with fo horrid a crime ; no, Þ cann?t at- 
tempt 1t., If theſe terrene favours have de- 
ſery'd ſo worthy a return of gratitude; what 
love, what ſervice, what ſubmiflion ſhould [ 
expect from thee for thy Creation, for thy 
Redemption, for alÞthe 1abours- and- teils þ - 
endur'd.in. the ſpace of full-thirty three years 
to procure thy Salvation. Joſephs Maſter did 
intruſt-him only with whatearthly ſubſtance 
he had, but I gave thee both my ſelf, and all 
that F had. which . is-infiaitely--more then 
"Spins. © 43 what 
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what Joſeph receiv*d-from his Maſter : Hea- 

ven, Earth, 'Sun, Moon, Stars, Seas, Flouds, 

Fowls, Fiſhes, Trees, Beaſts, of all kindes : 

In a-word, all thar'is precious under or a- 

bove the Heavens, are my free gifts to thee, 

omnia ve. fays my beloved Apoſtle : All - things are 
ſtrafinr, yours 3 whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
five: Paul- gr the world, or life or death,or things pre- 
w, ve 4- ent. or things to come, all'are yours ; that 
polirr, five .. ? "IF" TSF HL AEW rag”, 
Gephas, ..18 to Tay, All have I created in order to thy 
ve-mundus Salvation, nay, to indear thee more to me, I 
five vita, have given my- {elf to thee in ſeveral re- 
fre 1915 ſpedts 3 for Tam thy Father, thy Paſtor, thy 
ſ-ntia. Gve Saviour, thy Maſter, thy-Phyſitian, and the 
futura-? Price of thy Redemption. © 7 
omnia ©- * Sjnce ®tis ſo certain that Thave given all 
y eng 95 wag into thy hands,how canſt thou have the hands 
3. 1 or face to offend me ? how canſt thou be ſo 
implious to ſo good a Father ? ſo ungrateful 
too liberal a benefactor ? and ſo obſtinatea 
Rebell to ſ6 bountiful'a 'God. O unhappy 
man ! thou'art more nngrateful then the ve- 
ry beaſts, 'more "headſtrong then 'the' moſt 
fierce among them, and more inſenſible then 
the very:Stones: 1 it poſſible that thou art 
not moy'd at all this ? and"that thou 'art re- 
ſoly*di "never to relinquiſh thy wickedneſs? 
what wild Boar, what Lyon, what''Typger 
would be ſo:unmindfulof 'benefits, "as toin- 
jure him from'whom they receiv?d them ? St. 
OC OO ay >" 
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Ambroſe will tell;thee-ofa Dog that rambPdisr. 4mbr. 
x whole night 'barking and howling for the 5. 5. 
death of,his Maſter who had been” murther*d 7-***<: 
in the Road ; next morning a multitude of 
People came to view the Corps among which 
was the man who had, kill'd his Maſter ; this 
animal runs at him, and holds him faſt,look-' 
ing on the by-ſtanders with ſuch a mournful, 
coootenpee,. as If the had, deke'd Joſtice, 
whereupon the murderer was apprehended, 
_ and ford toronfeſs his/crime, for-which be 
was immedjately ſentenc'd to dy, O man ! If, 
$E=B CU RS DTTC $69. 2 451 Lt | 
a Dog for.a {piece of bread, had ſo great a 
fork fot his maſter'z and was'ſo faithful to 
him, as to lament :and vindicate his; death, 
wilt thou not be diſpleas'd at thine ingrati- 
tude, and, priacipally when a damb beaſt re- 
prehends ir,and teacheth thee to be grateful? 
If. that urrational creature was ſo much in- 
cens'd againft, the marderer of his Maſter ; 
why artthou not diſpleas'd with thoſe that 
have flain thy gracious Lord and Maſter ? and 
what are they but thy Sins? Tis true,O man! 
thy Sins have taken me, have ty d me, have 
ſcourg?d me, have crown'd me, have naild 
me'to-the Croſs,. and were the ſole occaſion 
of my bitter death; for the Jews could ne 
ver haye' the power; to crucity me, but that 
thy Sins did; both arm and incourage '%em to 
it. -Wherefors then art thou not highly diſ- 
"F; +: 2s © a "Pleas 
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plead with them ? why doſt thou not bens 


all thy wrath and fury againſt them, ſeeing 
thy divine Maſter cracify*d- by them before 
thine eyes?” and eſpecially fince my Death 
and Paſſion was deſign'd to breed in thy heart 
_ an eternal hatred of Sin: It was'in order to 
deſtroy Sin that I ſaffer'd' death ; It 'was to 
ſet a ſtop to thy feet and hands,” which are ſo 
prone to evileven from thy very cradle, that 
mine (as att: oblation for their:evils.) were 
nail'd to the Croſs. How art'thou ſo impi- 
ous, as tolive after ſich a- manner, thart all 
my pains taken for thy Salvation, will figni- 
fy nothing.* Why: doſt+ thou nor tremble at. 
the very mention of -Sin? ſeeing * me ſuffer 


fuch exuel/ rorments:- to:deſtroy, and root it _ 


clean out of the world. How canſt thou be fo 
raſh,and ſo great an enemy to thy poor Soul, 
as to dare to offend me, :ſecing Heaven open 
ro caſt forth its thunderbolts upon thy cri- 
minal head, and Hel] with a dilated- mouth 
r*ady to ſwallow thee both body and Soul? - 


My God, my King, my Saviour, wy 
Judge; and my-only comfort !! Thoul 
art I confeſs' the Eternal Wiſdom, and thy 
words to me are Spirit ' and Life, for they 
have made me reſolve to bid adies for ever 
= + | ES 10s EV Eh CT ET 7 ond ro 
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brought from the ſtate of Sin, ro that of Ju- 
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toSin, and to plant virtue where vice was 
before in great requeſt ; but- give me leave 
to ask thee what would the benefit of my re- 
demption avail me, if that of my Jultificati- 
on had not enſu'd ? for by this it is, that the 
virtne of the former is appli'd to the difeaſes 
of my Soul ; andeven as a plaiſter (tho? ne- 
ver {o ſoveraign) will ftgnify nothing except 
it be laid vnto the wound, ſothat- heavenly 
medicine would be of no- nſe or advantage 
to me, if it had not been applrd, by the me- 
diation of this unſpeakable benefit, to the 
bruiſes which I receiv*d in that fatal field of 
Eden, where all mankinde were ſhamefully 
foiPd, and quite overthrown in the Perfon 
of Adam. - The 'Sandification of man does 
chiefly appertain to the Holy Ghoſt : ?Tis his 
prerogative to' prevent the Sinner with the 
fweetnoſs of his'mercy, then to call him, be- 
ing calFd,' to juſtrfy him, and- being juſtifPa 
to dire& him; and kade him on to the end 
of his courſe, and*then to gratify him with ' 
a crown of glory -'wherefore] may juſtly Tay; 
that this very benefit (is the happy comple- 
ment of all others 5 for 'by this man is regi- 
ſter*d in the number of Gods'ichildren; diſs 
charg'd of the main weight of his iniquities, 
deliver'd from the dominion and Tyranny 
of the Devit;  revivd from Death to Life, 
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ſtice, and of a child of malediftion and woe, 
he becomes the. Son of God and C6-heir with 

Nemo po- [REC.In thy Glory. But this cannot be per- 
teſt vcnire form'd without the peculiar” help and raſ- 
ad me.nifi fiſtance of the holy Ghaſt'; 45 thou haſt de- 
Pater me- clar?d'to thy beloved Diſci ple in'theſe words, 
Fa No man'can come'to'me, except the- Father 
44 _ whohas ſent me, draw him+ whereby I'con- 
ceive that neitherifree will, flor the power 
of humane nature, can withdraw a man from 
Sin,'and bring him to Grace, unlefs he be 
belp'd on by the vertue of thy divine power. 

. The Angelical Doftor St; Thomas com- 
mertting vpon theſe words, ſays, even -a$'a 
Stoneby, its, nature fill falls downwards, and 
can-never aſcend: without; His exteriqur a[- 
filtance; ſo. man overpreſs'd by:the corrup- 
tion.of Sin, tends (always, downwards, -and 
is powerfully: harci'd on by his; inbred incli- 
nations tothe love and de] re of. tcrene, and 
tranſitory: things 5 but if -ks be*minded to 
 amhigher,;#hat 1s, at the love, and/-ſuper- 
natural dere. of, beavenly./ things, he-muſt 
implore the:aſiſtinge of. thy. Divine Spirit, 
without: whichihe: all Never be. able to mats 
amp grogreſa-l 10 Firtne, "radon [ORF 
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SAVIOUR, 


'® Man thou ſayſt well, but I would have 


js igent to atchieve it,, which is a" 
matter of greateſt moment. to thee ;;for by, 


YOurs, 


(| * 
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yours,& refuſe to concur with my holy inſpi- 
rations ? If thou wouldſt once firmly reſolve 
an amendment, & imploy all thy faculties to 

deſtroy Sin in thee, thou ſhouldſt then receive 
the benefit of Juſtification, by which thou art 
deliver'd from that pernicious evil; arid of 

2 mortal enemy thou art made my friend, 

not ina common degree of friendſhip, bat in 

the moſt ſupream that can be thought of ; 

Vidrte Word is that of a Father to his Son. My E- 
=_ 4} iſt extols this extraordinary favour 
nous ack. Kc bighly, where he fays, behold what a 
dedir pz- Manner of Love the Father has beſtowed ip- 
rer, ur filit on, ps, that. we ſhould be call'd the Sons of _ 
Dei noni- Go,” and'be ſo too. _ 
mus. x, + Take notice of this O man ! and conſider 
FE ſeriouſly how I am not content to- give thee 
_ - the bare denomination of my Son ; fora man 

 - may hely his name, and a& contrary to his 

| my ficationz and therefore I ſay thou art 

' not only my Son by name, or by any other 
groundleſs title ;, but. really and in truth, thou 

ers fo, when jultifid. This is a prime favour 
Is for if it.is ſo great an evil to be a re- 

pfobe te, and conſequently odious to. God, 
t an unſpeakable happineſs it-is to be 
loy'd by him and confirm'd in his grace, ?Tis 
a maxims of Philoſophy that the more a 
thing pertakes of goodneſs, the more its.con- 


ary will have. of eril, the Love of God i- 
bove 


(93) 


_- boyenll things is the Sunmun bozum of man; 
therefore the greateſt eyil muſt be Sin, which 
makes him odious to God, and the fatal ob- 
ject of his juſt indignation and wrath. lt were 
a great happineſs if thou wert a favourite to 
thy Superiours, to thy King, ory to ſome 0- 
ther crown'd head, thou wouldſt think thy 
ſelf made for ever, but *tis a far greater hap- 
pyneſs to be jn my favour,who am the Ruler 
of all earthly Potentates, the beſt of Fathers, 
and the chiefeſb of Lords ; for all the Pow» 
ers, Principalitys and Dignitys of the world, 
in reference to me, are no more thenjuft no- 
thing, O Man, thou ſhouldft therefore va- cum tmi- 
lue thy ſelf upon this account, and the more, mici efle- 
becauſe thou halt receiv'd it grazis, and when Pa. Kan, 
thou wert my mortal enemy, For as it is * '* 
moſt certain that before thy Creation thou 
couldlt do nothing that might induce me t9 
create thee, for then thou wert but @ rude , 1c: 
lump of clay, without any form or faſhion, digeſt-que 
eyen {o "tis moſt evident, that after thy re- moles#:xg 
lapſe into ſin, thou couldſt do nothing, 
which might move me to grant thee the 
| benefit of thy Juſtification, not becauſe thoy 
wert nothing, bat by reaſoa thou wert ag 
11] man, and therefore moſt agious, and abo- 
minable to me. 

O Man, conſider ſeriouſly. theſe evil con- 
{ſequences of Sin-z by it thou art clear out of 

| my 
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my favour; Ehibu art villified in my fight ; 
afd banifh*d from my preſence, thou art caſt 

from* the converſe, and company of my 
Saitits, and Angells ; thou art forbidden my 
heavenly Pallace, and becauſe thou "haſt a 

far greater-love 'for the Creatures. then for 

me, 'who am thy Creator, tis -juft thou 
ſhouldft be dealt -with accordingly ; thon haſt 
forſaken me to ſerve them'andthe Devil too, 

who is the worſt of Maſters,” therefore he is 
licenſed\to torment thee for an Eternity, and 

%is but what thou haſt deſerv'd for offending 
ſog004, and fo' gracious*a Lord as 1 have 
been'to thee: "Fo [this great diſaſter may be 

added anotheraltogether" as" dreadful if 'not 
- more, 'whitch'is' the immortal worm which | 

__ All< 'perpetwilly' gnaw' the conſtiences” of 
thoſe miſerable andunfortunate wretches in 
Tere _ Hell." A place” full 'of woe, 'and miſery; the 
nebrarum- Region sf everliſting darkneſsand 'confuli- 
ub# nutfus On," where thereis no order, no rule, no u- 
ordo, ſed nion, -nofriendſhiip,*to joy, no comfort, no 
rig nk: peace; 'no reft,\ns "{atisfaffion, no hopes; 
inhabirer, But perpetual horrour; :lamientation,; gnaſh- 
76.10.22, itig of teeth, rage;"' blaſphemy, curſing and 
iſo alt other cruetties ?maginable ; theſe are 

the fatal! produdts' jd: puniſhinents of ' Sin; 

but-of all'theſe' Fdifcharge thoſe whom I'do 

Juſtify, for when: they are reconcil'd to me, 

and whilſt they remain in my favour, they 

are 


| 
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are no more: the. Children of wrath; and. per-< 
dition, .no more Seryantsand--Slaves ito :the 
Devil, no more inclin'd to obey.the; diftates 
of the world, and .thefleſh; Js fine, they-are 


fromthe rage of Satan, and.from the: moſt 
dreadful rigour of his everlaſting torments. 
| \ 

MAN 

Cohen hat WOES Da violttt 7 a iÞhfropdh:- 
'S ; Moft gracious Saviouri! I am through- 
AF ly, conyinc'd.of the.truth of thy words; 
I confeſs that Sin is the.greateſt of all evils 

and that the-greateſt:misfortune that-can be- 
fall a poor man in this world, is:to lie under 
the tyrangy of ſo helliſh a,,monſter; for-ic 
does not. only deprive his Soul of: thy.grace, 
but, alſo. . robs, her-- of, all. the- ſupernatural 
treaſures and gifts of .the Holy Ghoſt; which 
ſhe.had receiv?d in; her .Baptiſm;and which 
brought her to that, height-of honour, -as:ta 
become thy beautiful - and . dearly; beloved 
Spouſe...No ſopner is ſhe. degraded thus, and 
forg'd .out.of that ſuper-eminent & glorious 
Station, but Sin ſets, on her.again .to- finiſh 
what it; had let undone, he wounds her even 
to death, ,and after he. has takea, the moſt 
precious, af her goods, he plunders:her:of the 
tealt conſiderable, as are her natural gifts. 
For man being a 1ational creature, and Sin 

being 


being an aft contrary to reaſon, "tis conſo- 
nant to nature that one contrary ſhould ftrive 
to deſtroy to'ther ; conſequently the oftner 
Sin is multiply'd, the more it diſturbs, and 
deſtroys the powers and faculties of the Soul, 
not in themſelves, bit in their operations. 
Tis by this means that Sin gets dominion of 
the Sonl, and makes her run what courſe he 
pleaſes ; if ſhe has any remaining inclination 
to virtue ; Alas, ſhe is become ſo weak, ſo 
ſloathful, and ſo inconſtant that ſhe cann'c 
attain to the practiſe oft; but if ſhe be ſoli- 
wear nol cited to evil, ſhe flies at it with as much ea- 
tes Chri- gerneſs, as we may fee a Cat run ata mouſe ; 
ſtum in If any temptation knocks at her door for her 
cordibvs conſent to a rebellion againſt thee O Lord, 
_ ſhe likes of the propofal; and gives her aſſent 
Eaciamus £O the evil (tho? ſhe be convinc'd thar it is the 
hominem renewing of thy Paſſion ) Bur Sin ſtops not 
ad imagt- here; it ſtrips the Soul of her liberty to pay 
__ unto thee O Lord, the daily tribute of her 
nem no- ſubmiſſion, and holds her faſt in achain, to 
ſtram. follow the beck of her mortal enemies, the 
Gen.2.5- world, the fleſh and the Devil, and alfo ro 
Fabilton Plcaſe the guſt of her unruly Appetites. Thus 
Civicas That noble Princeſs which has her extraction 


illa Sanz from Heaven, and which was heretofore thy 
=o. ackagy charming Spouſe, the beautiful Daughter of 


Dzmo- by eternal Father, and the faithful reſem- 
num. 1/a, blance of the moſt Bleed Trinity 3 is now 


210.9, by 


ſufferab 
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by Sin hea to a Babyloniſh Captivity 
worſe b 'h tliouſand degrees; and” more nit- 

e then that of Egypt was to the Chil- 
dren of 1ſ-4el. But alas, 1 finde her condition 
to be yet worſe, for all, her ſpiritual ſenſes 
are wholly Stupifi'd, and to thar/dzgree that 
they cann't hear thy voice, nor ſe the radi= 
ant light of thy. divine Inſpirations: They 


cann't finell the ſulpherous ſcent of thy dread=" 


ful thunderbolts which are read: to drop. 
down upon their criminal ant guilty heads ; 
the ſweet perfumes of thy divinevirtues,and: 
therare examples of thy Saints cann”r prevail 


with them ;' no, they cann't 'tafſf of thy Cha-- 


lice, nor feel thy Scorges, nor'acknowledge: 
thy Benefits (tho? they are ſufficietit to melt 
a heart of Steel, ) Tn fine, Sin, takes quite a- 
way the peace,, ; the } joy and,'the' tranquility: 
of a good eonſcience, it does extinguiſh the 
fervour of the Spirit, and leaves' poor man. 
ſordid, maculate, deform'd/ 2nd abomina- 
ble in the fight of God, and of all his Szints:: 
Yet by the benefitof thy oP x we = 
happily deliver'd from all rhefe plagues, & 

evil conſequerces of Sin;and the: 1 vis of hy 
divine mercies is not content to have forgi- 
yen 88.qur offences,” and receive us into fa« 
your 3 bat does alſo expel} all 'thoſe evils 
which are inſeparable from Sin, l:#ving our 


interionr man, in the real polleſiton of his 


H former 


no 
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former prerogatives, and likeneſs to God. 
Thou doſt hes! our wounds, waſh off our 
ſpors, break looſe the fetters and chains of 
our iniquitys, deftroy the; yoke of our evil 
deſires; retrieve us from the ſlavery of Sa- 
tan, qualify the fury of our unruly paſſions, 
and the heatof our vicious affe&ions ; Thou 
doſt likewiſe reſtore to the Soul her former 
freedom, and beauty, revive her interiour 
fenſes; diſpoſe them to_ the exerciſe of all 
good works, and to the abhorrence of any 
that's bad. Thou givelt firength to refilt man- 
fully all the temptations of the Devil, and to 
go throngh all the difficulties that might hin- 
der the pradtiſe of virtue, and their increaſe 
of devotion. In fire, my Sweet Sayiour,thou 
doſt ſo abfolutely revive, and repair our in- 
reriour man, and all his faculties, that thy 
Apoſtle Scruples not to call-ſuck men, Jufti- 
{1'd Souls; mietamorphos'd natures, new mo- 
dell'd Spirits, & Creatures of another ſtamp. 
This innovation is ſo great, and ſo much to 
be admir'd, that, it's worth our labour to 
finde out how, and after what manner it is 
perform'd. O my Saviour , thou alone 
cankt tell me truly the nature of ir, and the 
only one that. can impart fo great a bleſſing 
to my poor and languiſhing Soul ; where- 
fore let me hear thy ſolution to the matter. 


S AVIOUR. 
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FT Hou muſt know then, O man! that this 
:4 ſo great a renovation, when cis per- 
form'd by the means of Baptiſm, may be 
call'd Regeneration , but if ic be. done by 
Contrition, and with the aſſiſtance of Pen- 
nance, then "tis call*d  reſarre&tion, not on- 
ly becauſe the Soul is raig?d from the Death 
of Sin, tothe Life of Grace, but by reaſon ir 
reſembles ſo nearly the glorious beauty of 
future. Reſurrection. No mortal tongue is 
able to expreſs the radiant Splendor, and ſu- 
Pereminenr beauty of a Juſtif*d Sopl ; "is a 
miſtery reſery'd th my Holy Spirit, who 
made her ſo glorious, with a Ueſign ſhe Novuld 
be his own "Temple and place of reſidence. 
Were all the wealth of che World, all the 
imaginable dignities and honours of this lite, 
all the natural Grages and gifts, together 
with all the acquiz'd virtues, and alll other 
earthly -advantages that can be thought ct ; 
conferr'd with - beauty and treaſures of a 
Juſtig'd Soul ; all, in compariſon wirk lier, 
is Vile, obſcure, . ill-favour'd, and of yo ve- 
lue:.No, for there 1s as much dittcrence be- 
twixt. the life of Grace, and tie lite of Na- 
ture, berwixt the bzauty of the Soul Jultifi'd, 
and that of the body ; berwixt the interiour 

H 2 Riches 
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Riches of ſuch a Soul, and the exteriour of 
the body,as there is betwixt Heaven & Earth, 
betwixt the Spirit and the body, or betwixt 
Time and Eternity. Becauſe all theſe are 
circumſcrib'd with certain limits, they are 
temporal, they appear handfom to corporal 
eves, and require only my general concourſe 
to ſupport them, whereas the other depends 
on my partictilar and ſupernatural influence z 
and have no prefix*d bonnds, becaufe 1 am 
their obje, and they are ſo precious in my 
light, and of fo great an eſtimate, that they 
provoke even my divine Eſſence to be ar- 
dently enamour'd with their beauty. I might 


have wrought all theſe wonders with my ſole 
-preſence, yet I, would not ; but was pleas'd 
'to adorn the Soul with my infus'd virtues, 


and the Seven gifts of my Holy Ghoſt, where- 


by nor only her Eſſehice,- but even her 'very 
faculties are clotWd and adorn'd with thoſe 


habitual and heavenly dreſſes. 
Beſides all theſe divine favours and benefits 


ſheis made happy with the conſtant pre- 
' ſence of my divine Spirit, and - of 'the moſt 
' adorable Trinity, for all reſides in a juſtt- 


11'd Soul to teach her how to manage ſo great 
a treaſure to her beſt advantage z- wherein [ 


aQthe part ofa moſt Joving Father, who is 


not ſatisfi*d to have given Riches to his Son, 


| but gives him withala Futor that knows how 


TO 
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to Adminiſter them well. Thon know®lt that ,,. .,. 
a mrnfcitude of 'vipers, Serpents, and Dra- 
gons, I inean of eyil Spirits, enter into the 
Soul of a Sinner, and makes her their habi- 
tation, as thou mayſt reade in my Goſpel, 
but "tis otherwiſe with a juſtif®d Soul, for 1 . 
with my Father, and Holy Spirit dwell 
there, and having baniſh'd thence all evil, . . -._ 
and Infernal Spirits, we make her our tem- For me, 
ple, our throne, and Garden of pleaſure ; as S:rmon:m 
thou mayſt finde in St. John, where I ſay, meum fer- 
ifa man love me he will keep my words; & na M 
my Father will love him, and we will come ,. diliget 
unto him, and make our abode with him. eum, & ad 

All the Do@Qors of my Holy Church, as cum vent- 
well Eccleſiaſtick, as Scholaſtick, grounded phos” Any 
upon theſe my words, do firmly believe that rem apud 
my Holy Ghoſt dwells in a juſtifd Soul af- cum facie- 
teracertain and peculiar manner, and ſay Pu. 7oap. 
moreover that he does not only confer his ** 
Gifts upon her, but comes himſelf along with 
them, with a fix*d reſolution to clenſe, San- 
ctify and adorn her, as well with his con- 
ſtant preſence, as with all his heavenly trea- 
ſures. | | 

Oman! ifall theſe extraordinary fayours 
benotableto mollify thy flinty heart, and 
force it to leave and forſake the paths of Sin, 
and to gather alſo all thy Scatter'd afte&i- 
ons, and lead them towards me, who am the 
6 Aer 957-2900 a9 By tg po 
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moſt deſerving of them, I ſhall add. more 
preſſing: motives to. bring. thee to ſo good, 
ſogracious,and ſo benificial a reſolution. - 
The Firſt that occurs is, that all the juſti- 
fi'd are my. living, members, ſo- that I love 
and cheriſh. them as my own, and am no leſs 
careful to provide for them, toprote& and 
comfort them,then were they all parts of my 
proper body z nay,. without any intermiſſi- 
on I] influence them with my inſpirations and 
graces, even as, the head communicates, his 
vital Spirits into all the reſt of its members ; 
moreover my. Eternal Father beholds them 
with a greciovseye,as being my living mem- 
bers, united, &.concorporate with me by-the 
participation of his divine Spirit, and there- 
fore all their deedsare grateful and merito- 
rious to him, as being the. worthy Properny 
of my lively loving. and gracious Children, 
and becauſe that all their virtue, and power 
of doing, well, . procceds from. me alone. . 
. « This certainly is a great incouragement to 
all juſtifi'd Souls to crave. what favours they 
ſtand.in need of, and to ask of my heavenly 
Father, witha great deal of confidence, and 
hopes to obtain their requeſts: being 1t 1s 
not only for themſelves they ask.it, but. alſo 
for me, who am highly honour'd in them, & 
with them ; for no man-willdeny: but what 
the members do, the head does the _— & 
TOR,  waat 
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what is confer'd upon the ane, is alſo con- 
fer*d-wpon the other ; conſequently being 
that I ara the head of the juſtih'd, what they 
ask for themſelves, theyak the ſame for me. 

My Apoſtle ſays,that whoever offends and @ um din 
wrongs.my members, wrongs melikew iſe, & feciiti: uni 
whoever perſecutes them perſecutes me alſo; ar fra- 
& whoever honours.them, or gives them any ;. 1; .;. 
relief.in their diftreſs, Iown the favour as mis. miti 
done to-my Self ; whata main comfort this fecifti;. 
is to a Juſt man ? when he conſiders thar #5- 
what boon he begs-from the Father of Hea- ©?" 
ven for himſelf, he begs the ſame for me,who 
amhis dearly beloved Son ; ſure thisis a prin- 
cipalgronnd for-thee to hope that thou wilt 
not be refns'd what favour thou doſt requeſt 
of him. For when a kindenefs 1s exhibited 
to one for the love of another, the favour is 
chiefly done-to him, for whoſe ſake it was 
granted, .and indeed thon-oughtelt to believe 
-that when thou ſhewelſt mercy to the poor 
for-Gads ſake, thou art not .only .merciful 
to them, but even to God himſelf. 


M 4 N. 


TJ» Leſſed be thy holy name- for .exer, my 

LIdear Jeſus, for thou-hafſt repleuiſh'd my C2910 diſ- 
heart with unſpeakable joy, and my Soul £29! aye 
does thirſt ſo much afcer thee, the Fountain go, pj,ujp, 
Ee 3 ek OL $.23e") - 
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of life, that ſhe often defires with St. Part, 

to be deliver'd from the Priſon of her frail, 
unerateful,' and rebellious fleſh, to ſtand 'in 

thy glorious preſence for-ever. This 1 know 

1s the reward of all juſtifi'd Souls ; For as 

thou makeſt uſe of thy Juſtice againſt Sinners 

who depart this life witvout Pennance, and 

doſt caſt them headlong into the extremity 

of Hell-fire :: fo thy mercy receives all true 
Penitent Souls into: life everlaſting : And 

. tho? thou canſt forgive them ' their Sins, and 

pan ns receive them into thy fayour without come 
Toe Municating* thy Glory; yet thou -wouldfſt 
apr not deprive them of ſo great an advantage, 
poris ad, © for thoſe that thy mercy doesabſolve of their 
_ fururam *6j15 thon doſt Juſtify, and thofe whom thou 
Sn2 reve. 4oft juſtify, thon makeſt them thy *Children, 
labum in and choſe whom thou doſt take for thy: Chil- 
nobis. Rom dren, thou makeſt them thy Heirs, and joint- 
3.18.quod heirs with thy ſelf in thy Kingdom of Glory. 
ores ect. © This is the grand foundation of that live- 
in przſen- Iy hope, which does rejoyce and. comfort 
rj, cr Jeve the juſt in all their tribulation, for when they 
par. ſee themſelves oppreſs'd with any diſaſters, 
fwpra mo. 1oaden with afflictions, depreſs'd with infir- 
dum in mities, refleted upon by their Neighbonrs, 
ſublimi- Perſecntedby their Enemies': they cohfider 
on Eo. C110uſly, and believe, that the ſufferings.of 
pid RY this preſenttime, are not worthy to be com- 
dus optrat par'd wih'the glory which ſhall be 'revealid 
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or not, being he .cann't tell whether he be 
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in them. They firmly believe alſo, that their 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
will work for them a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight 'of glory. All theſe favours 
and graces they ' receive from thee by the 
means of their Juſtification,wherefore I muft 
of neceſlity conclude with St. Auguſtin, that 
benefit is of a-far greater eſtimate, then: is 


that of our Creation ; & the reaſon for it is, 


that thou haſt Created both Heaven & Earth 
with one ſole word, whereas to SanQiify man, 
thou haſt ſuffer?d all the torments that the 
malice of men, and the fury of Hell could in- 
vent ; thou haſt ſpilt thy precious bloud, & 
gaveſt even thy {ſweet life. to purchaſe his 


Salvation. -If we poor Mortals, be ſo much - 


oblig'd to thee for our Creation ; how much 
more are we thy Debtors for the benefit of 
our Juſtificatien, for the obligation muſt be 
the greater, by how mach the purchaſe is 
--;I muſt confeſs, O:Lord, that a man does 
not:-know' for certain whether he be Juſtifi'd 


Nemo feir 


* utrum 2- 
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worthy of thy love or hatred ; however he odio dig- 
may:have very probable marks of his Juſtifi- 1s fe 


cation; ;whereof one and -not the meaneſt, 


is; the;reformation of ones life ; If he who 
waSaccuftom'd heretofore to-commit ſeveral 
Sins ina day, now: commits none ; that man 
$I PP Eto Ri was whoever 
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whoever he be, isoblig'd to theeO Lord, in 
2 high meaſure, i in as much as thon haſt Ye 
liver'd him from fo many, and ſuch great e- 
vils, and aMo haſt gratifi'd him withall the 
eminent favours that We even now dif- 
cours'd of. But if any ſhould be ſo great an 
enemy to his own Salvation, as to continue 
His ſinful and wicked life, notwithſtanding 
"theſe moſt preſſing motives which ſhould ob- 
lige the moſt obdurat of men to love, ſerve, 


Terribili- "and obey thee, O Lord, I beg that thou wilt 
um omni- begin a diſcourſe of Death, which isthe-moſt 


um terrie 


terrible of all' terrible motives, in hopes it 


biliſimum 1,44 retrivefuch poor, wilful& obſtinate ſin- 


mors, 
Ariſtet. 


ners ; and force them to comply with thy 
grace, which is never waiting 'to any that 
purpoſe to amend. 


SAVIOUR. 


Emember, O man,that thou art-a Chri- 
af tian, and dori't forget that thou art a 
mortal man, and conſequently that thou mufr 
ſurely dy, for thy fate'is already decreed, 
and the decree is unavoidable. The $ons of 


"mortall Parents muſt expe& a mortal-Poſte- 


rity 3 Death is the endof great and ſmall : 
"Tbou art born helpleſs, and expos'd/to the 


_ "injuries of all Creatures, and of all weathers. 


The very neceſlaries of life may: bet 
| | eat 
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deatb, for thou mayſt meet with thy fate in 
thy diſh, in thy cup, and in the very Ayr 
that refreſheth thee ; - nay, thy very:Birth. is 
inauſpicious, for thou cam?ſt into the world 
weeping ; and in the middle of thy deſigns, 
while thou art meditating great matters, and 
ſtretching thy thoughts to afcer Ages, Death 
will cut thee off, and perhaps thy longeſt date 
is only the Revolution of a few days. _. Is 
Death is commen to all Men, *tis a tribute, Mors om-. 
that.all mankinde muſt pay to Nature ( tho? nibns 
not after the ſame manner ) for one may dye communis 
at his table, another in his ſleep, a third in+ __ 


Teſtamen- * 


the heat of his unlawful pleaſures; a fourthcum hujus 
with a glaſs of wine in his hand, and Blaſs mundi, 
phemy in his mouth; another may be ſtab'd "orc 

in 2 quarrel, another crufh'd with the fall of Bs 
a horſe : 1n fine, they have ſeveral ways to 12. 
their end, but the end it ſelf -(_ which. is 
Death, ) is ſill the ſame. For whether:they 

dye by a ſword, by a hajter, by a ;potion, or 

by a diſeaſe, "is all but Death, which is ſo 

certain that thou: can'ſt not doubt, of -it, 
without-a blemiſh to. thy Faith ; none is ex- 
empted from drinking of this -Chalice ; Regum 
Popes, Kings and Princes muſt taſte of it. If Turres, 
there were any: unmunity, or priviledge._ in +39 Apa 
the caſe, ſurely 1 might. have been exempted Taborues 
from Death, as. being .the Law-maker, and zque pede 
Promoter of that unavoidable ſentence Pulſar _ 
Ce Dr ei +1 _— which 2101s. Vir- 
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which. had pronounc'd againſt thy Proge- 
nitour for his tranſgreflion of my Command- 


ment. 
"No, the day ſhall come that thou wilt be 
alive in the morning and dead at night, It 
will come ſometime, but when ? whether 
this day or to morrow, "tis uncertain. Thou 
2rt now in perfect health,ftrong of body,and 
» Sforndofminde, thou doft meaſure thy life 
by the length of thy deſires, and by the mul- 
titnde of thy buſineſs, but the day will come 
that thon ſhalt be ſtretch'd on a bed, candles 
lighted abont thee,thy Relations and Friends 
| Iamenting and weepiug, thy whole family 
Ina great conſternation, expecting thee to 
_ breath ont thy Soul every moment ;but when 
this day ſhall come, *tis uncertain, perhaps 
when thou doſt leaſt expet it, perhaps when 
thou thinkſt thy ſelf ſccure from all dangers, 
and when'/all thy thovghts are bufi'd about 
building of Houſes, purchaſing Lands,mateh- 
ing thy Children, ſettling their Fortunes; 
Theſſ.5,2x; £15 therefore ſaid of Death, that it comes like 
in Thief, who takes that time to ſeize on his 
prey, when men are in their dead ſleep, ſe- 
©- cure, and without the leaſt apprehenfion of 
| being rob'd: Theday of the Lord, ſays St. 
: Pail, ſhall come as a Thief in the night, up- 
on thee ;, and when thou ſhalt ſay, peaceand 
-  Fecurity, then ſudden deſtruQion ſhall come 
| | : 8 5 pf FN 3 ” 47 +74 k a Ty, 2 vpoh 
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or day,” batters downthy body with its yio- 
ent fits;' fo that che'Soul is at: daft! forcd:to 
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upon thee, as Travail upon a Woman with 
Child, -afid thou'ſhalt not eſcape. 

To confider- ſeriouſly the preludes of 
death, with their- attendents, which are 
a erievousfickneſs, Aches and pains over all 
thy Limbs, thy Stomach loaded--with Apo- 


thecarys Stuffs, ſo many forts of loathſome - A 


drugs on a table before thy face, which thou 


muſt-of neceſſity fwallow, becauſe thy Phy- 


ſician has order'd it 1o; then art thou-peeviſh 
and fretfu), continually tumbling and to 

from one place to another, always. reſtleſs; 
this with ſeveral other emergencies, weakens 
thy body, and” opens the gate for Death to 
come'in 3 even as-when-an enemy isreſolvd 
to Storm''a City, hefirſt batters' down'its 
walls with his great / Cannons, and makes a 
breach large enough for a \ general aflault; 


then he commands his forces to ſtand to their 


Arms, and he at the head of':them' marches 
on, and makes himſelf Maſter of the place.So 


before Death;-a mortal infirmity leads the 


van, beats down thy-natural. Strength, dif- 
mounts all thy ſenfes,gives thee no reſt night 


withdraw from her:old habitation'ts take up 
her qurarters, the'Lord knows where. | : 
But when the Infirmity is:come to that 


MY that'thy Phyſitian and thy {elf roo, 
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have no hopes of further life, © what An- 
guiſhes, what apprehenſions, - what griet, 
what trouble ſeizes thy poor heart ; and tares 
it afunder, then the whole ſeries of thy. for- 
is ung ag mer life comes into thy minde, and thy dear- 
Sifcwe. Eſt objeRs will then become the ſubje&s of 
rune, Eccl, thy greateſt ſorrow ; thy Wife and Children, 
thy Friends, and Relations, thy Riches, thy 
Honours, thy Titles, thy Imployments, with 
the reſt which thou haſt made thy Gods on 
Earth, ſhall come in a croud to diſcompoſc 

thy Soul. 

Soon after this alteration of thy minde, 
comes another which is the forerunner of 
death ; thy forehead is harden'd and thy skin 
cleaves cloſe to thy skull, a cold ſweat trick- 
les downthy face;thy eye-ſtrings are already 
broken, and:thy cye-lids are fall'n down,thy 
ears are deaf, thy noſe grows thin and ſharp, 
thy noſtrils ſruff%d up with corrpption, thy 
Face turns'to its original colour , which is 
that of clay; thy mouth is contradted, thy 
tongueis ſtupifi'd, and canno more perform 
its duty, thy-taſt is gone, thy lips are pale ; 
-thy breath finks down to the bottom..of thy 
Þreaſt, thy-bands are cold; thy nails black, 

[Thy palſeſlow and weak; ſometimes at arſtop, 
and nowand then revives; thy feetheve no 
more1ife, they have loſt their natural heat; 


Taff, all: thy fleſh is in a ſhort ſpace to be 
turn's 
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turn'd into corruption. This is thy end 
O riff}, but as thou art a Chriftian, hear what 
ſhall eafue before the Separation of thy Soul 
fron thy oy "© \7 

Then thott ſhalt imagine the Judgment of 
God ts be at hand, then thon fhalt have 2 
filt view of all thy fins, both great and ſmall, 
then :ll- thy abominations and crimes ſhall 
cortie iti a body to accuſe thee before the 
dreadfat Tribunal of my divine Juſtice : 
Then thon fhakt acknowledge ( tho?too late ) 
how ſordid, how heinous, and how horrid 
were the crimes which thou hadft fo eaſily, 
& ſo deſperately committed againſt me,with- 
ont the leaſt apprehenſion of my indignation 
& wrath.” O what curſes, what bitter impreca- 
tions-wilt thou utter at that fatal hour againfe 
the'day it which thon'haft offended -me z 
thou wilt curſe even the place, the occaſion, 
ad complices of thy fins. Thou' wilt curſe 
and condemn thine own folly, and the wic- 


 kednefs of thoſe which bronght thee by their 


ill examples to forfiet the everlaſting joys of 
Heaven for ſuck trifles, 'as are all the falſe 
and treacherous pleaſures of this world. The 


ſhall be heap'd upon thee in that dreadful nacus ſum. 
day of my viſitation ; yet he cries out, let &c- Job. 3. 
the day Pefiſh wherein I was born, and the 3 


piglit in which it was ſaid, there is a'man- 
childo 


a 


afflidtions of Job were nothing to-thoſe that OE ©: 


childe conceiv'd;; and what, will thy feelj a 
| be, when thou ſhalt ſee ;24 felf ering, 
all happineſs, and excluged from Heaven f = 
an Eternity, by the means of thoſe yain, Dr. 
did, and tranſitory pleaſures which thou haſt 
taken i in thy life-time ? when thou ſhalt be- 
hold thy ſelf ſurrounded on all fides with tri- 
bulations and anguiſhes, without any ho 
of a longer lite, when there ſhall be no place 
for pennance, when the days of grace are 
paſt, when even thoſe whom thou haſt lov'd 
beyond all meaſure and reaſon cann't afford 
unto thee the leaſt comfort , byt rather will 
kill thee with diſpleaſure, becauſo they were 
thy beloved Idols, and the only objects of 
thy adorations; but now they ſhall become 
the ſubject of thy Eternall confufion... . 
Tell me, O man, when thou ſhalt, ſce thy 
ſelf brought to this deprorable ſtate and con- 
dition, where wilt thou go ? what. wilt thou 
do? to whom wilt thon call for help? To 
return to life, *is impoſſible, and to eaſe thy 
In illa die ſelf thou wilt not be able 3_what ſhall become 
—_— . of thee , when 1 will cauſe the Sun, to go 
ridic & te- "down at_ noon, and when I will darken the 
nedreſcere Earth at mid-day ? what wilt thou ſay,when 
faiam I ſhall turn thy feaſts into mourning, and all 
Fg in thy Songs into lamentation, when 1 will bring 
i 2” up Sackclorh upon all mens Joins, and bald- 


Ames. 8. mas upon every head; and when I ſhall nuke 
"OY 
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it as the morning for an only Son, and the 
end thereof as a bitter day? haſt thou not. 
therefore a far greater ſubjet then Job to 
curſe the day wherein thou wert born , for 
he was ſo juſt a man, that my eternal Father 
glori'd in having ſo good, ſo gracious and 
faithful a Servant z nay, the Holy Ghoſt avers x, omni. 
that he ſinned not in all what he had ſpoken bus his 
in his troubles and calamities, which [ had.n0n pecca- 
permitted to come upon him, not as a pu- Lark 
niſhment for his Sins, but as a trial of his pa- g., 7, 
tience, to make him a worthy preſident to all 1.22. 
mortals of virtue, of conſtancy, and of per- 
fe& reſignation to my holy will in all their, 
afflitions. He himſelf does proteſt that his 
conſcience did not accuſe him ; Jet he was 
{0 apprehenſive of the ſtrict judgment which 
a Soul is to undergo at her departing the bo- 
dy,that amaz'd at the ſeverity of my Juſtice, 
he crys out, protet me, O Lord, and hide, anys: 
me in hell, whilſt thy fury paſſes. Whereup- Rikel. 
on one of 1 my deyout Servants affirms, that Arr.16. 
the inſtaat, wherein I give judgment of a 4 B0vis. 
Soul, is not only more terrible then Leath, 
but more terrible then to ſuffer even the pains 
of hell for a certain time, nor only to thoſe 
who are to be damn'd, but even unto my 
very Ele&. : 

O man! refle& ſeriouſly upon this; and 
Tudee, what will become of a Sianer at the 

k hour 
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hour of his Death, and at the lively tepre- 
ſentation of all his offerices and crimes, what 
a conſternation he will be in ? how he will 
tremble and ſhake every limb of hich at the 
very light of me, his Creator and Redeemer, 
whor he had ſo often offended and injur'd 
in the courſe of his ſinful life ; that very pre- 
ſence will be more dreadful to him then the 
ſuffering of the pains of hell it ſelf. 


M AN. 


| O Moſt gracious Redeemer ? Icann't des 
CI ny what thou ſayſt of a dying man, and 
of the Anguiſhes which he ſhall ſuffer at the 
departing of the Soul from his body ; ſhe 
ſhall enter into Judgment alone, naked,poor, 
and without any to patronize her cauſe, ex- 
cept her good works,(if ſhe has any to ſhew;) 
her Conſcience will be the Deponent, the 
Triall will be either for life, or death not 
temporal, but eternal, and thou an injur'd 
Judge, ſhall appear to her in a dreadful 
'Throne to give ſentence for her, or againſt 
her, either of Salvation, or of her everlaſt- 
ing damnation. If ſhe be grievouſly indebt- 
ed, and not able to ballance her accounts, O 
what a horrible confuſion ſhe will be in, 
rief and ſorrow, ſighs and tears, dreadful 
Fatentetiont and crys, will be her woful en - 
tertainment 
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tertainment; and the only. inotives ſhe ca 
produce to mollify thee O Lord; but. all will 
be to- no'purpoſe, her repentance comes to9 
late, "tis totally fruitleſs at that hour : 3 all her, 
proteſtations ofamendment will be in vain, 
no bills or bonds of performance will 
be accepted of, no. bail ſhall be taken, her 
leaſe is'out, ſhe muſt remove : her nobility, 
her riches, her honours cann't obtzin for her 
a further reſpite of time ; the ſentence is pro= 
nounc'd, the decree is unavoidable ; the tnuſt 
ſubmit. 

© the unfortunate Sinner, what will he 
do? what will he ſay ? how can he expreſs 
the greatneſs of his misfortune, otherwiſe + 
then by theſe wards of thy. Prophet. The P/2-18.4:3 
ſorrows of Death have compaſſed me, aril 
the flouds of iniquity have made me afraid. 
The forrows of hell have compaſſed me a- 
bout, and the ſnares of Death have pre- 
vented me. 

O what a woful circle i is that into which 
his Sins have brought him, and unexpected 
too ! when he had not the leaſt thonght of 
death ; what will his friends avail him now. 
his dignities, ! his riches, his lands and all that 
he tobk moſt delight in? they will rettiain 
after him, to other Maſters, that will ſoon 
walſt and conſume %em, in a worſe way p:r- 
wipe then ever he gather'd them, (rho' that 

[-2 perchancs 
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porcmgnce was. bad enough.) The Sins which 

e had committed in heaping them up,are the 
only companions he is like to have along with 
him to another world, where he is to be tor- 
mented for them according to their enor- 
mity--..-: 

If 1 ſhould make my addreſſes to world- 
lings, in hopes to be farther inſtructedin this 
io neceflary a matter to Salvation, Alas ! they 
know nothing of it, and which is worſe,they 
will not believe it,for they live.as if they had 

. no account at allto give after death ; and 
| why ſhould I think it ſtrange, being they 
live in Egypt, thatis in a land of darkneſs, in 
a willful blindneſs, overwhelm'd with all 
ſorts of errors,where fcarcely two are found 
of one opinion in matiers of Faith and man- 

ners. 
Tam then reſolv*d to go farther off, and 
ſtreight into the land of Geſhen,” where the 
— . light of verity is allways in its full ſplen- 
prog dour, and to conſult with the Inhabitants 
dicium thereof in this cafe; they will certainly teach 
cum ſervo me, not only by their words, but alſo by 
_ £u9 "oM- their examples, how much this dreadful day 
wy uti: Of ſo ſtri&t an account is to be fear'd, The 
Rcavicur - firſt I meet withzis the holy*ft man of his age, 
in conſpc- a man according to thine own heart, O Lord; 
an 0: Yer he is ſo terrifi'd, even at the very remem» 
—_ Pſa, brance of this accompting day, that ke begs 
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thee with all the tenderneſs of a contrite 
heart, not to enter.into Judgment with thy 
Servant : and the reaſon he gives for his re- 


queſt is, that in thy ſight ſhall no man living 
bejuſtifi'd. 


The fecond that appears to me, is that In vit's 
Patrum. 


Sea.2.153 © ; 


moſt renown'd and holy Arſenius, a man of 
wonderful auſterity, a man always in prayer, 
always 1n contemplation, yet. tho? he was ſo 
virtuous, and ſo great a Saint, tears were 
ſeen to trickle down his cheeks when he was 
a dying, and all his body to tremble in his 
deep conſideration of this reckoning day: His 
Diſciples that ſtood round his poor and hard 
bed, ſetting him the queſtion why he cry'd, 
and whether he was afraid of death? he made 
anſwer ;. yes, my*dearly beloved Children, 
I fear. Death, and Itremble at the approach 
of my dreadful Judge, for tho'I cann'c ſay 
that I am guilty of any Sin that might de- 
prive me of his grace ; yet he will ſcearch (o 
narrowly into the moſt hidden corners of 
mens hearts, at that departing. day, that I 
have great reaſon to fear he may finde ſome 
ſubje& of his diſpleaſure within my breaſt. 
Another no leſs commendable for the ho- 
lyneſs of his life; tells me of a moſt. dread- 
ful cxample which was inhis days, exhibited 
on the Perſon of one Stephen 1 Monk, a great 
tover of a.quiet. and Solatary life ; This ho- 
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ly man, after he had paſs'd over ſeveral years 
in a monaftical conflit, and adorn'd his Soul 
with extraordinary: graces and virtues, by 
his continual faſting, weeping, and chaſti- 


 finghis body, with St. Paxl, leſt it ſhould 


bring his Soul to ſubje&tion, he went into 
the deſart, and built a little cell for himſelf 
at the foot of that famous mountain, where 
the Prophet Helias had formerly a moſt Sa- 
cred and heavenly viſion; 'a place remote 
fromall worldly conſolation, almoſt inac- 
ceſlible to men;and very near a hundred miles 
diſtant from any human habitation ; After he 
had continued there a long tra&t of time, in 
the height of all manner of mortificatjon 
and Pennance, . and: being in his declining 
Ape, he return'd to his former habitation, 
where in a few days he fell into a fit of ſick- 


Jon: Cli- neſs whereof he dy'd ; "but the day before his 
mache3 in Ceath,he awaked ſuddenly out of his ſlumber, 
Sctola Pa- and Jookin frightfully towards the right, & 


t. xad. gra- 
* guer, 


left ſide of his bed, he was heard by all that 
were about him,to ſay,(as ifhe were brought 
to an account for his paſt life ) "tis true that 
is ſo, but for that Sin, 1 have faſted ſo many 
years, To another obje&tion he anſwer'd,that 
1s true likewiſe, but for that fault, 1 often 
ſhed. molt bitter tears. To another he would 
reply, that's a grand lye, Iam innocent of 
that crime. "Agails by would anſwer, & = 
© Fe | (0 
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{ indeed, I have nothing to ſay againſt it, 
but leave my felf wholly to God's mercy. 
Certainly this was a ſpeQacle able to terrify 
the hearts of all them that were by, and e- 
ſpecially, for that the poor man was accus'd 
of what he never committed ; ſo eager his 
mortal Enemies were to get poſſeſſion of his 
Soul , by endeavouring to puſh him in- 
to deſpair. He was indeed a lover of retir'd 
and ſolitary places,and a Monk of forty years 
approbation, endu'd with the gift of work- 
ing miracles, yet he.trembles at the hearing 
of his accompts, ſome he denys, and ſome he 
owns, but he relys upon Gods great mercy 
for a pardon ; and in this conflict he dyes 
without leaving any certainty of whar be- 
came of him, or how favourable his Judge 
was:ito him at the end of his trial. 
O$arviour of mankinde.if ſuch great Saints 
wereſd much terrifi'd at the ſight of death, 
and ſgapprehenſiye of thy dreadful Judge- 
ments, what whl-become of Sinners at that 
hour ? and of ſ:ch Sinners as do ſpend their 
whole life in the vanities, and tranſitory plea- 
ſures of the world; of Sinners that makeno- 
thing to. offend thee by all manner of wicked- 
neſs z of Sjuners that live in fo great a neg- 
le& of their Salvatian as if they had no Souls 
tobe fav?d; and na account to be given after 
death. If the Juſt are ſeiz'd with ſo great a 
'T | I 4 terrour 
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terror at the hour of Death, what a deplo- 

rable' condition will the- habitual Sinner'be 

in? what will becomeof the' weak” ſhrubs of 

the defart that have no ſhelter from thera- 

ging ſtorms of Death 'and Judgment, when 

the tall Cedars of z4ban are laid'even with 

Si Juſtus fhe ground. Jf the Righteous ſcarcely be ſav*d, 
vix ſalva- Where ſhall the ungodly and the Sinner ap- 
bicur, Im-Pear 3 Who walk'd all his life in Laſciviouſ- 
=_ PRO neſs, Luſt, exceſs of Wine, Revellings,Ban- 
ap:ccb nc Juetings,and all abominable Idolatries ? what 
1 Per. 4, Can be ſafe in Babylon, when there is ſo ſtrict 
3.& 18, @ ſearch made in Ferwſalem? *' © 


SAVIOUR. 


Hou fſayſt well, O man ! what will be- 

come of a Sinner indeed at the hour'of 

| dezth ; when I, who am the ſpotleſs Lamb, 
Triſtis eq 94S ſeiz'd with ſo great an apprehenſion of 
anima mea IE, that my Soul was ſad even to death, and 
uſque ad terrifi'd to that degree, that my body was all 
| pro. em 1nabloudy ſweat. But what will become of 
| 34 © a Sinner, when I ſhall appear 'to him, who 
am to be not only his Judge, but allo amoſt 
irrefragable witneſs againſt him. St. Auguſt i: 

b will tell thee, he had rather ſuffer even the 
' Cy, unſpeakable torments of Hell, then to behold 


| hom. 24. the face of his angry Judge. And St. Chryſo- 


—_—_ fome declares,it were better for Sinners to be 
WE: 3 Shan ee ſtruck 


——_ 


- —— _— ——— + . 


_ - 


—— > ——ei-- —— ——— 


ſtruck withas many chnnderbolts as the may 
22zine of Heaven can afford, then to ſee that 
countenance ſo meek and ſo full of fweetneſs 
heretofore, altogether eſtrang'd from them 
at that moſt dreadful hour. And if thou wilt 
give credit to the depoſition of a learned Au- 
thour ; he will 'tell thee that eyen an Image, 
which: was only my repreſentation on, the 


| Croſs, appear'd with ſuch wrathful and in- 


cens'd eyes to a congregation of People, that 
they all fell unto the ground ſenſeleſs & with- 
out any motion, and that they cuntinued in 
that amazement ſeveral hours. What a con- 


fternation then will Sinners be in,when they 


ſhall behold not my Image, ( which is at beſt 
but a dead figure ) but my ſelf alive, not in 
the humility of my. Croſs, but ſeated on a 
Throne of Juſticeand Majeſty 31 not in a time 
of mercy, but in the due ſeaſon of a juſt yen- 
geance; not with naked hands pierc'd through 
with nails, - but arm'd againſt them, with the 
Sword of Juſtice. Thus I ſhall came to Judge 
and revenge the injuries which: they have - 


done unto me : lam righteous in my Juſtice, * 


as Iam in my mercy,; and as I have allotted 

a time for mercy, fo ]-will for Juſtice ;; and 

as in this life the -rigour of my juſtice 1 is as it 

were repreſs'd and ſuſpended,ſoin that point 

of Death, when the- Sinners are to receive 

their final Sentence, I will ſuffer it $0 Hick 
; ort 
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forth like an inundation, and drown them all 
in the deluge of my oy ge andwrath, 

| Imagine with thy ſelf a great and Tapid 
River that has had it's current violently 
ſtop'd theſe forty years, and now 1t were to 
have free ' paſſage, what a condition” the 
Country round about would be in ? with 
what a fury would it overrun the whole land, 
and beat down all before it. Citys, "Towns, 
Villages, Caftles, Trees, Walls, Houſes, Men; 
Cattle and all without any reſiſtance. Thou 
knowſt that my Prophet Daxiel compares my 
Rang not to an ordinary River, but to a 
Uver of fire, to expreſs the greatneſs” and 
feverity of it ; thou knowelſt likewiſe that 
the current of this River is frequently re- 
preſsd thirty, forty years, nay, ſometimes 
during the whole life of Man ; O what an 
infinite dealof wrath will it have heap'd to- 
ether, with what an impetuous fury willit 
urſt out vpon a wretched finner,at the point 


Daz. 7 


picar di-' ; 
Cere mon- all ifſue 


Tc ne deſcriprion of this dreadful River which 
[r | 
ribus cadi- that it ſhall be ſo terrible, that the wicked 


fcorching ' waves. The Prophet Fſaiah ſets 
Ja.56. forth my Juſtice in a more dreadful manner, 
he ſays, hat I will come cloth'd in Rgrens” 
+ *% J "gw a k ; . ? | , of 
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of vengeance, and cover*d with a Robe of 
zeal ; and that 1 will give unto my Adverſa- 
ries my Indignation, and that my Enemies 
ſhall bave their reward. 
The Wiſeman comes yet cloſer to the mat- 
ter, for he ſays, that my zeal ſhall take up 
- arms, and that I ſhall animate all. creatures 
to revenge me of my Enemies - that I ſhall 
put on Juſtice as a breſt-plate, take the head- 
piece of righteous Judgment, and ſhall ſhar- 
pen my wrath asa lance ; nay I ſhall not on- 
ly appear to Sinners at the hour of: death as 
an enrag'd arm'd man, but as a Ecar that has 0fe. 1 
been robb'd of her whelps; that I ſhall tear - 
. their entrails in peicgs, and devanr them as 
TER 3. ee | 
*Tis certain there is not among. the Beaſts 
a more fierce by nature then a Lyon, or a 
more furions then a;Bear, eſpecially when 
ſhe has loft her young anes 3 and. that I who 
am by nature infinitely good, mild, and lo- 
ving, ſhopld compare my ſelf to ſuch mon- 
ſters of nature for fierceneſs, and.cruelty, is 
to.expreſs ſenſibly the terrors of my Juſtice pies irz 
and rigour againlt Sinners in _that day ofdics illa 
wrath, full of calamity and miſery, in: that — 
great, forrowtul and moſt bitter day .O man, g;.. eng 
take notice of this dreadful expreſſion, is na & ama- 
able to territy t. _heart,and (9 eng a.trem; ra valde 
bling over all thy body : Conſider well how miſs de 
54> les 'S DE Lk | 7 many oP | 
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many poor Souls haſt thou led aſtray from | 
my paths, by thy poyſonous doftrine, and 
evil examples, how many poor Souls are now 
in Hell-fire ſolely upon the account of the 
damnable principles ' which thou haſt RtilPd 
into their ears, and hearts, and which they 
carry*d along with them to their graves ? 
How many innocent, and virtuous young 
Maids, and Women, haſt thou forc'd out of 
my fervice to fatisfy thy Iuftful deſires; I ſay 
forc'd them, becauſe that perceiving them 
In a wanting condition, thou haſt wrought 
upon their neceflity, and weakneſs both, by 
oiving them what thou ſhouldft haye kept for 
the maintenance of thy proper Wife and 
Children. 'Aſſure thy If that in the hour 
of thy death, I ſhall appear. unto thee as a 

\ Bear whom thou haſt robb'd of ſo many 
young ones, | yea, and ſhall tear thy entrails 
in peices, for all thy misdemeanours, extor- 
tions, and oppreſlions. I will devour thee as 
a Lyon, as well for working the deſtruction 
of thy own Soul , as for contributing to the 
tofs of many others by thy bad examples, 

- Tis byreaſon of the ſeverity of my Juſtice | 
againſt Sinners in the hour of their death that 
Daniel ſays,there ſhall proceed from my face 

» a.River of fire, becauſe this Element” of all 

- © others is the molt aQive, .and ſo pure that it 
will not admit of any mixture; Wages 
| $3.4 ; ih > » ; $. '" Fart 
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Earth will lodge in'its boſom Mines of ſeves 
ral mettals, and Quarries of divers ſorts of 
Stone ; Water will entertain a pleaſant va- 
riety of Fiſhes, the Air gives liberty to all 
ſorts of Fowl tofly through all it's region , 
and does alſo harbour a vaſt multitude of 
yapours, exhalations and ſeveral other bo- 
dies ; but Fire endures nothing, it melts 
the hardeſt mettals, reduces even ſtones 
into Cinders, conſumes living Creatures, 
converts Trees into its own- Subſtance, and 
turns all that is contrary to it , into its own 
nature. The ſame ſhall happen in that day ' 
of my wrath ; all ſhall berigour and Juſtice, 
without any mixture of mercy; nay, the 
very mercies which I have exhibited to 
ſinners in their life time, ſhall then be both 
2 motive to kindle my indignation , and fud 
to blaze up my incenſed Juftice againſt them. 

O man ! confider- therefore whilſt thou 
haſt time to repent, nay, and ſerioull -- too, 
what a ſad coudition thou ſhalt ſee thy ſelf 
in, at that inſtant, when neither my bloud 
ſhed for thee, nor my ſelf crucifd for thy 
ſake, nor the powerful interceſſion of my 
moſt bleſſed Mother, nor the prayers of 
my Saints, no, nor my divine mercy itt 
ſelf, hall contribute any thing to thy ſafety. 
No, this life once paſt, thou: art to expect 


20 Patron, no ProteQtoyr,. but thy virtuous 
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aRions 3 thy" Angel Guardian, and all the 
Saints thy Advocates ſhall abandone thee - 
thy vaſt riches, the greatneſs of thy Antho- 
rity, thy .numerons Servants,. thy learned 
Counſels will not avail thee, nor defend thy 
Proceſs; thy good works alone will defend 
thee fron the rigour of my Juſtice, when 
the Treaſures thou haft- heap'd up in the 
world, and been ſo carefal to preſerve, ſhall 
fail thee 3 Thine Alms beſtow'd upon the - 
| Poor ſhall ſtick cloſe to thee, and pleade for 
thy pardon in a powerful manner. . Thy 
Wife, thy Children, thy Kindred, Friends, 
and Followers, ſhail go no farther then the 
_ grave with thee; but the Strangers which 
thau haſt lodg'd, the fick which thou haſt 
viſited, and: the needy which thou haft ſuc- 
cour'd will bear thee company even before 
my dreadful Throne, and- place thee at my 
right hand, among the number of my bleſ- 
{ed for ever. 


MAN. 


My moſt gracious Saviour ! withdraw 
thy hand-far from me : and let not thy 
* dread make me afraid. Wherefore hideſt 
thou thy face, & holdeſt me for thy Enemy ? 
wilt thou break a leaf that is driven to & fro 
- with eyery little puff of wind ? and. hu 
* tho 


thou fo La rn $goton the dry Rubble? for” 
thor writeft bitter things againſt me, and 
niakeſt me to poſſeſs 'the iniquities of my 
youth - Thou putteſt my feet ao in the 
focks, and Iookeſt narrowly ants all my 
paths ; thou ſetteſt a print upon the heels 
of my feet, who am to be conſum'd as a rot- 
teti thing, and asa garment that is moth- 
eaten. | 

' Man that is born of a Woman, K of few 
days, and fuft of tronble ; He comes forth 
liksa flower, and is cut down ; He vaiiiſheth 
alfo' as 4 ſhadow, ind continues not ; And 
doſt thou fix thine eyes upon ſtch aft 6ne, 
and bringeft me irito Jadgment with thee ? - 
Who can bring a clean thing ont of an un- 
clean ? Theſe are' the words of the moſt 
afflited of mortals, and Mirror of Pati- 
ence, admiring the ſeverity of thy Ju- 
 ftice againſt Man, a creature fo weak, ſo 
frail, and ſo prone to all manner of evil ; 
apainſt a wretch viciouſly inclin'd from hfs 
cradle, that drinks up iniquity with as muck 
pleaſure, and caſe, as ke would a glaſs of 
Spring-water in his greateſt drougth on # 
hot Summers day. It were a ſabje& of lefs 
admiration hadſt thou dealt fo rigorouſly 
with Angels, that are ſpiritual creatures, and 
of a far more emment perfection then men 
can ever attain to; To be fo ſevere with 

at | ; Poor 
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poor man,who lies gtoaning under the weight 
of ſo many: predominant paſſions, and ſuch 
a, number of evil inclinations, which do 
wholly eſtrange him from the deſire and 
practiſe of virtue; To bring him, 1 ſay, to fo 
{tri& an account of all. his actions, that thou 
wilt not paſs by, ever the leaſt idle word 
that ever he ſpoke, nor the leaſt moment 
of time that he has miſpent 3 O moſt graci- 
ous Saviour ! give me leave to tell thee ; that 
the rigour of thy Juſtice herein does tran- 

ſcend my admiration, and the more abun- 
Sn dantly, becauſe I hear thy ſelf fay, every I- 
wobis, de Ule word that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give 
omni ver-an account thereof in the day of Judgement 
be otioſo Tf that be ſo, (as without doubt it is )what 
; yon a rigourous account muſt be taken of all diſ- 
homines, honeſt, impertinent, and ſcurrulous words? 
reddent what of lies, and perjuries, what of horrid 
raconem and abominable oaths ? what of all helliſh im- 
m di Ju- rrecations, and blaſphemys ? what of all wan- 
Fas. 12, f£onand lacivious thoughts, and looks ? what 
36. of Adulterers,murtherers, and highway rob- 
bers? 1: fine, what a rigourous account muſt 

be given of the whole time of life ſpent in 

the works of iniquity ? All that the beft of 
Orators is able to ſay of the ſeverity and ri- 

gour of thy Judgment, will be far ſhort of 

what it will really be in that dreadful day of 

thy wrath z- nay, it will aot be ſo much as an 

empty 
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empty haddow to he ſubltance e of the mat- 
ter. O. what a confuſion poor man will bein, 
when he mult appear before thy dreadful 
Throne, in the preſence of that great aſſem- 
bly of all mankinde, and: give an exat ac- 
count of the leaſt idle word he had ſpoken ar. 
this or that time z. who would not -be afto- 
niſh'd and totally. 'Pupify'd at ſuch a reckon- 
ing? who would dare ipcak of it, bur tha 
thou: ſayſt j itthy ſelf? or who would preſume 
to affirm ix, but thzt Fon. doſt thy ſelf con- 
firm it with an Amen, 4 er 97 What King 
was Ever heard of, that cal his Servants to 
veſtion fo rio litean offence, as is an idle: 
word ? O Chriſtian Reljgion, how ſublime 
is thy perfection ? how great is the parit 
of minde which thou doſt require of thy Pro-. 
feſſors ? how ſtrict is the reckoning which 
thqu doft exatt from them, and with what 
ſeverity dof thou chaſtiſc,cyen the very leaſt 
af their evil ations ?. how great will the 
ſhame and confuſion of Sinners be, when all 
the abgminations, and fins which they had 
committed even. from their Cr -adle, to the 
hour of their death (were they never fopri- 
vately ated, ſo carefully conceal'd,or fo ſe- 
cretly kept ) ſhall be diſcover?d, and laid 0- 
pen to the eyes of the whole world ? 
At we he {0 much aſham'd to diſcover our 


imper fedions.i0 2 5 Gholy Father ( who is ob- 
He'd 


- 
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 lig'd to ſecreſy under a penalty full as bad, if 
not worſe then that of death) that ſometimes 
ofee, 10. we have nota word to fay ; how exceſlive 
great will our ſhame be in thy preſence 
O Lord ! and inthe ſight of all ages paſt, pre- 
ſent and to come ? O? it will be ſo intollera- 
ble ! that the wicked ſhall intreat even the 
Mountains to cover them, and the hills to 
Pſal. 89. fall upon them. They ſhall ay with thy pro- 
phet ; We are diſmay'd O Lord ! with thy 
wrath, and troubled with thy fury ; but for 
what reaſon ? becauſe thou haſt ſes our wick- 
edneſs before thee, and haſt plac'd them in 
thy ſight. 

'Tis true, that in this life Sin does not ap- 
pear ſo pernicious to our eyes, which makes 
us be the leſs concern'd for it, but at the 

inſtant of death, when it ſhall ſhew it ſelf 
Pereat di- with all its deformity, the very ſight of it 
es inguo will confound us to ſuch an exremity, that 
RN we ſhall curſe the day that ever we were born. 
© They ſeeman this life but light and trivial, 
and that makes us not ſcruple them much, 
but in the day of thy wrath, O Lord, we ſhall 
finde them heavy, grevious, and inſupport- 
able. We know by experience that a piece of 
. Timber, tho*never ſo great, when it floats 
in a deep water, may be mov'd, and drawn 

from place to place even by aChild; we know 

likewiſe thatthe moſt part ofit lies under the 

water, 


wat 
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water, and clear out of our fight, but wheh 
it is brought upon dry land, bg Ic then half 
a dozen horſes,” will ſaffice to bring it off, 
then we may perceive perfe&ly the whole 
bulk of it. ?Tiseven ſo with our Sins, in the 
tempeſtuous Seas of this unſtable and tranſi- 
tory life, they are conceal'd from our eyes, 
but in the hour of death, - in the day of Judg- 
ment, we ſhall clearly diſcover their bulk, 
eumber, and weight, and ſhall groan under 
ſo heavy and ſo unſupportable a burthen. 
Then we fhall finde a number of our actions, 
Which we thought very good,to be moſt grie- 
yous Sins, *tis therefore thou ſayſt by thy 
Propher, when I ſhall take a proper time; 
then I will Judge Righteouſneſs. Who would © - 
imagine that the ation of Oza, when he up- 2 Rez.5. 6 
held the Ark in danger of falling, was an of- 
fence ; yet, O Lord, thou haſt _chaſtiz'd it as 
a great Sin, with no lefs a puniſhment then 
that of a moſt diſaſtrous death ? who would 
ever believe that Davids numbring of his Peo4 
ple was an offence, but rather .an a& of dif- © a wy 
cretion-and Policy, yet thou haft puniſh'd *? 
him for it with a Peſtilence never to be para- _ 
lePd. Sal was urg'd by his approaching E= 1 Reg. 16: 
nemies, and by SamuePs tong delay; to offer 18. 
Sacrifice; this was an a& of Religion,” which 
1s the molt heroick, and greateſt of virtues, 
conſequently he thought. it ſhould be:moſt 

K 2 ._ .. acceptable 
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acceptable to'thee, and of force'to obtain him 
a victory againſt his Foes'z yet it waza moſt 
grievous Sin in thy preſence, ſince for that 
alone, thou haſt reproy'd- him;; degraded 
bim from his Royal Dignity, and -caft him 
off as a loſt Soul for an Eternity. Achabs 
action might be look*'d upon as the worthy 
produ@ of a maſculine ſpirit, for what is 
more generous then to pardon an enemy,and 
what can be more divine then to ſpare his 
life; the chief ground of Davids promotion 
 _ _ tothe Crown and Scepter of ſracl, was his 
Diligit® Clemency to Saul; moreover, thou doſt ex- 
_ preſly command it thy felf, and thou haſr 
Met.s. 44. alſo earneſtly pray?d thy Eternal Father to 
Pater .ig- pardon thimae- enemies. Achab, having con- 
Roe 115 quer'd Benhedad, King of Syria, pardon'd him, 
=" *3 gaye bim his life, and took bim up to. fit by 
big in his Royal Chariot; yet - this ation 
which was ſo mnch prais'd, and ſo extoii'd 
by-men, was ſo hainous, & ſo diſpleaſing to 
thee , that thou didftfend him word by thy 
Prophet, that he ſhould Uy for it, and that 
He and all his People ſhould fuffer the puniſh- 
ment which wasto fall upon-the Syrians, and 

their King. | 
O my Sweet-Saviour ! if thy judgement e- 
ven in this life)be ſo far diſtant from"that of 
men, What ſhall it be in that dreadful hour, 
which thou haſt reſery'dfor the executing of 

thy divine Juſtice ? 
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SAVIOUR. 


Y. Judgment is indeed far remote, not vas cleai- 
M . only from that of the common ſort of onis eſt 
men, but alſo from thar of theholieft among '*< miki 
them. Paul was a Saint upon Earth, be was ,.2 


l ] nomen 
a veſſel. of Eleion, and made privy to the meum co- 


_ Secrets of Heaven, yet he was deceiy'd in his ram Regi- 


jadgment. of Timethy, for he thought him to 2*'* Sen- 
be a Satnc, and No of the charatter, and "v8 4 _ 
ſation ofa. Biſhop, yet I found. him other- 

waſte, and threatn'd 40 deprive him of his 470-. 3. 
Church of Epheſss;for falling from his former 
zeal,and wonld cettainly.take away his Chair, 

but. that he repented- and did /Pennance. My 

dearly beloved-Diſciple had a.great venerati- 

on.Fpr. all the ;Seven Biſhops of 4/7a; the 

whole Country logk*d-upon them all as holy 

menz; and, great lovers of virtue; yet in my 


 ſightithe Biſhop af Sardis was fofar from be- 


ing 4-Saint; thatihis Soul was tainted with 
martal$in ; the Biſhop of Larditiarwas'a mi- 
ſer, ;Poor,  bliade- and'naked ofalt virtue; 
the Biſhop: of 'Thietire was indeed arfaith- 
tul feryant_ to me as to this 'own perſon, 


but. 46; performing his duty to thaſe wn- 


der :his ,charge-, :4, found him» guilty in'fe- 
veraldins:of '6mifſion,/ The Biſhop of Phila- 
aeiphia \was-not 'nideed fallen fr om his firſt 
Le? "MES zeal, 
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—_ zeal, yet I found wherewith to reprehend 
gl us 

elſes, aut him, not for committing of evil, nor for the 
calidus, omitting of good, nor for being Temiſsi In his 
led quia former feryour : but only for his little virtue, 
hang and charity 3 with another 1 found fault,and 
te evome- told him, 1'would thou” wert either ' hot of 
re ex orecold, but becauſe thou art luke-warm, I ſhall 
me. Apo. begin to' vomit thee out. of my mouth.  * * 
3: 7; F” By this thou mayſt ſee how far different 
my judgment-is, from that 'of men'in this 
life. As'for the ſeverity of my Judgement e- 

venin this life, wherein for the moſt part I 
makeuſcof my mercy,tis very terribleas thou 

may well perceive by what I aid to the Peo- 

ple of 1ſracl by the mouth:of my Prophet,nay, 

tis able to drive thee, and even the moſt ob- 

ſtinate of Sinners, out of the ways'of iniqui- 

ty into the ' path of ' mortification and” Pen- 

nance, whichalone can lead them to Salvati- 

on. Mark well 'my words; and lodge them 

within the cloſet of thy heart as a divine trea; 
fure,their efficacy is'ſuch that (if often mind! 

ed ) they will exempt thee from the follow- 

ing calamities : *] will powr out all my Rage 

upon thee, and will accompliſh my:fary in 

thee; I will Judge thee according tothy ways, 

and will Jay forth all thy wickedneſs againſt 

thee ; my:eyes ſhall not: pardon thee, neither 

will have merey on thee, I will charge thee 

with all thy ——— and thy —_— 


(135) 
ſhall bein the midſt of thee 3 and thon fhalt 
know that Iam the Lord that ſmites. 

Nay, my wrath ſhall be apon all the Peo- 
ple,the Sword without, and Peſtilence with- 
in; and Famine too , they who fly to ſave 
themſelves, ſhall all remain in the mountains, 
as the Doves of the valleys trembling in their 
iniquities, their hands ſhall be dis}oynted,and 
their knees ſhall diſſolve -into water, for the 
great fear and amazement which I ſhall ſend 
upon them in my-wrath. Conſider ſeriouſly 
now, and conclude, if my Jadgement be ſo 
ſevere, and ſo rigorous even in this life, 
which is the only time for mercy, what will 
it be when mercy is-clear out. of date, and 
when Juſtice will admit of no mixture of pit- 
ty, of tenderneſs, or of compaſſion ; when 
the books of all mens conſciences ſhall be laid 
open to the view of the whole world, when 
the moſt ſecret Sins of their hearts, thoſe ſor- 
did ats committed in the dark, thoſe Sins 
which through ſhame were conceal'd in con- 
feſſion,-or madeleſs conſiderable with falſe 
and Sacrilegious excuſes z when all crooked 
and ſiniſter intentions, hidden and rnknown 
Treacheries, counterfiet and diflembling 
virtues, feigned friends, adulterous Wives, 
unfaithful Husbands, deceitful Servants,falſe 
witneſſes, and all ſuch traſh, ſhall be diſco- 
yer'd to their great ſhame. and confuſion ; 
Witt K 4 _ when 


TS. '/ 

OE: when In fire,” they ſhall behold me feated on 
"on cen. 4 dreadtyl Throne with a conniteriarice fall 
num, qui Of indignation and wrath; and tear from my 
pararus eſt month theſe dreadful words; depart from me 
Dizbolo &® ye curſed inito eternal fire prepar'd for Saran 

kg Mat. and his Angels. a, phtobg 
25. This dreadful ſentefice ſhall overthrow 
6b. 26. them for ever, and cover thera with eternal 
11.12. ſorrow and confuffon : The Pillars of Hes- 
* - - Ven, ſays Job, do trembleand are aftoniſh'd 
at his reproofs.:.1f we be'not able to hear fo 
few words from his -mouth without amaze- 
ment; how'ſhall we withſtand the thunderof 
& in punc-\hjs gmnipotent Power ? This voice ſhall be 
5920 17- horrible, add of fo great a power, that the 
cendent earth in-the 'twinkIing 'of an eye ſhalropen 
Fob. 21. and ſwallow them down into the bottomleſs 

_ PF of ml. 55005 277or ii 10207 « 
.. O Man! if Ananiafind Sapbira were ſtruck 
dead only with hearing theangry voice of my 
Diſciple, what a'terror'will my dreadful and 
AF. 5. 1.angry voice ſtrike into the hearts "of the re= 
2-3-4 Oc-Hrobate ? S.Catharine'of Sjthita was'reprehen- 
ded by St. Paul for not imploying' her” time 
to more advantage for her Soul, "this was at 
Moſt but a charitable adyice;& givenprivate- 
| Iytoo-: yet ſhe ſaid ſhe hid rather be difgra- 
ced before the whole world, then once more 
to ſuffer what ſhe did by that Teprehenfion - 
but what is this in reference'to the —_— 
ls an 
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ahd confuſion which my dreadful words will 
bring upon the wicked in the tay of my ven- 
geance. If when I ſuffer d my ſelf to be taken 

and led-to be judged; with theſe two words, 

I am; 1 overthrew the aſtoniſh'd multitude 

of Souldiers, and Rabble to the ground, what 

will my words be when come to Judge? 

what a terrible fall, and irrecoverable over- 

throw will theſe dreadful words give to all 

the wicked, depart from me. ye curſed into 
eternal fire, prepared for Satan and his An- 

gels 3, for &thar, very inſtant the fire of that ,,, 
Fenera] burning ſhall inveſt thoſe miſerable *  *© 


w# 44 
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Creatures; the Earth ſhall open, and. Hel 
ſhall-enlarge his throat to Callan them to 

all eternity: Then they ſhall ſee. the accom- py, 129. 
pliſhtnenc of my maledicion, let death come 
npon'them, ynd-tet thein finkalive into hell 
Codls of fire ſhall-fail upon rhem, and 1 thall Pſal. 10. 
caſt them into:a,burning fire, where, the 
ſhall not ſubfeſt in!their miſeries ; nay, I ſhall- 


* A 


pour down vengence, fire, and ſulphurup- 


* 


- 


: on them, fire, hail, ſnow, Ice, and the Sp1- 
Tit of tempeſts ſhall -be 'but a ſmall part of 
their-chalice, IN IR ep 
' Thisgrat misfortune of the wicked isPer- 
feftly repreſented by-my beloved Diſciple in 
his RevEelationsz,wherehe ſays, After theſe : 
things, [faw-enother-Angel come down from oy yp » 3 
Hedven,' Hdvinggreat power - and the Earth Ee | 


© Was 
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was lightn'd with his glory ; and he cry'd 
mightily with a ſtrong voice, ſaying, Baby- 
ks the great is fallen, is fallen; and is be- 
come the habitation of Devils, and recepta- 
cle of every foul Spirit, and a Cage for eve- 
Ty unclean and hateful Bird. Her Sins have 
reach'd. unto' Heaven, and God has remem- 
bred her i iniquities. He ſhall reward her-even 
as ſhe rewarded him, and double upon don- 
ble unto her according to her works ; the 
Cop which ſhe has filld, he ſhall fill to her 


+, donble. How much ſhe has glorift'd her ſelf, 


end liv'd deliciouſly, ſo much torment and 
forrow ho ſhall give her. Her Plagues ſhall 
'come in one day upon her, death,mourning, 
and famine; and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt 
with fire, for ſtrong is the Lord God who 
jadgeth her. After this a mighty Angel took 


\.,, upa ſtone likea great milſtone, and caſt it 


into the Sea, ſaying, thus with violence ſhall 
that great City Babylon be thrown down, 
and ſhall be never found more. 
"Thus the wicked(which areunderſtood by 
Babyton ) ſhall be caſt into the precipice of 
hell, into that dark Dungeon overwhelm'd 
with horror, and all manner of confuſion. 
O what tongue'is able to expreſs the 'multi- 
tude of torments which they ſhall ſaffer there 
for an Eternity ! their bodies ſhall born with 


living flames, never to be extinguiſh'd ; their 
Souls 


Rn ui 
Souls without any intermiſſion ſhall be gnaw- 
ed with the worm of conſcience, which ſhall 
never give them the leaſt reſpit of eaſe,there 
they fhall continue perpetually weeping, figh- 
ing and gnaſhing their teeth, without any 
hopes of goal-delivery. In this woful place 
of deſpair, thoſe miſerable damn*d wretches 
in a cruel fury full of rage, will ſend forth 
their inveQives againſt me, and turn. their 
anger againſt themſelves, devouring their 
own fleſh, tearing their bowels, inceſſantly 
blaſpheming me, who had condemn'd them 
to thoſe unſpeakable torments. There every 
one of that damn'd crew, will curſe his grand 
misfortune,and the unhappy day of his birth, 
always repeating that mournful leamentation 
of Job : let the day periſh wherein I was born, Feb. 3. 
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(.140,) 
light thereof. be datk; let it look for lights 
bit have notice, neither let it ſee the dawnin, 
of the thay. Becanſe it ſhut not the doar of 
" Mothet”s wornb, nor hid ſorrow from 
mitteyes. Why died [ not from the womb 2? 


$1d I 'not Zive up the Ghoſt Foal 
dau) out of the belly ? Thy Nd the 


hy ghee ? or why the broatts MT wet 
now ſhould TI have lain ſil, and 


been quiet ; 1 ſhould hay Nlept, then had 1 
been at 


This ſhall: be the muſick, theſe the Canti- 
des, thefe will be the Morning and Eyening 
prayers of the daran'd for ever. 


MAN. 


| .c5F it *»*' & bad .with the damn 4, (as 
without gdonbt it is, being thon fylt it. 
O'Lord, ) T think they have ſufficient rea- 
fonts curſe eternally the day that. ever they. 
vere born, for as thou didit ſay of Judas, 
efecing his treachery, and his Damnati- 
or whith was to enſue, it were better he:had 
never [come into the world ; I think. the 
fate of thoſe wretched Souls, it were dar 
they had periſhed in their Mothers f 
ther» to become by their awn ons. 
obje@ of thy juſt Indi Eee 
Q to wPOfromts Souls, if it, Wt 
Pi or 


*- 
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for ine, 6r in the leaſt available to you, I 
would commiſerate your condition ; but your 
ſentence can never be recall'd; there you are 
todg'd among.fo many Legions of Deviland 
there you Me like to continue for an eternj- 
ty. O unfortunate tongues that bolt oat no- 
thing but blaſphemies! O unhappy Eyes that 
ke nothing but miſeries, calamities and new 
found ' tormients at &ery moment ! O fad 
Ear's that hear nothing but horrid crys, wo- 
ful ſcreeks, mournful lamentations, and\con- 
ſtant. gnaſhing of teeth-z O deplorable bodys 
that have no other refreſhment then ſcorch- 
ing flames. Whileſt yon were dwellers in this 
world, you ſpent #1 yeur time in vanities, 
in ſinful recreations, and pleaſures, increa- 
ſing your fortunes, 2nd heaping up -ofecarth- 
ly treaſures, far from the leaſt thought of 
heavenly things ; but ſee now what is theend 
of all your aQions; what an infinite deal of 
miferies Fou have brought upon your felves ? 
© fooliſh and infatuated wretches! what does 
all your unlawful, and tranſitory pleaſures 
avail you now ? for which you are condem- 
ned nnto everlaſtin g forrow, and woe ; what 
is become of a1] your wealth? where are yout 
treaſures? what is the end of all your joys 
and comforts? nothing but everlaſting miſe 
ry, woe, tribulations and forrow. © © 

This'is wellillyRrated in holy writ, by the 
| great 
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great famine which cameupon the People of 
Egypt, and which continu'd for the ſpace of 
ſeven years; O what an 'extream grief was 
it unto them that they did not in the ſeven 
former years of abundance, provide for the 
ſeven following years of Dearth, they were 
like men in deſpair for looſing the benefit of 
ſo favourable an opportunity ; and were ve- 
hemently troubl'd in minde for their misfor- 
tune and negligence herein ; but alas! their 
grief is not to be compar'd to that of the 
damn'd, "tis no more, then a ſhaddow, that 
Is compar'd with the truth : For the Famine 
of Egypt laſted no longer then ſeven years ; 
but that of hell ſhall never be at an end: there 
was 2 remedy found for that of Egypt, tho? 
with vaſt expences, but for this, there is no 
remedy at all to be expected: That was 
ſoon releiv'd by felling their Cattle, and 
lands to Joſeph ; bot this can never be 
abated with any manner of exchange , 
this puniſhment can never be recall'd, this 
y. will never be diminiſh'd. The People 
f Egypt after the feven yearsof Dearth were 
mn d, began a little to reſpire, & to wade 
out of their miſeries; but in hell, alas ! the 
wicked ſhall never be quit of their misfor- 
tunes, they ſhall never come to the leaſt reft, 
or eaſe ; they ſhall be both night and day in 
torments, and tortures; and that for an Erer- 
nity; 


> & % & YW >vP we Ws 


that with one cup of cold water we might. 


1 
nity. If the People of Egypt fell into deſpair Ex __ 


Lage « — 
before the expiration of the ſeven years, be- ho 


ing ſure of a relief ſoon after ; what deſpair "aber 


will the wicked be in, having an affurance Facilis 
from thy mouth, O Lord, that their miſe- Deſcenſus 
ries ſhall never have an end ! O what miſera- " ern 
ble and unfortunato wretches are we'! they care gra- 
will cry, what time, what powerful means; dum, hoc 
what opportunities of working our eternal 2pus tic 
Salvation have we neglected ! The time was aq 
have purchas'd unto our ſelves a Crown of 
glory : we might by relieving the poor, and 
other ſuch like works of mercy, have merrit- 
ted life everlaſting ; how great was our blind- 
neſs, our madneſs, and folly to have negle&- 
ed thoſe favourable occaſions of enriching our 
ſelves for ever, and to ſuffer thoſe fruitfull 
years of ſuch great abundance to paſs away, 
without making any proviſion for our Souls. 

Had we been brought up amongſt Infidels 
and Pagans, and believ'd that our Souls were 
mortal, as well as our bodies, that we were 
in the ſame Category with all brute animals, 
whoſe ſouls do periſh at once with their bo- 
dies, we might have ſome kinde ofexcuſe, and 
plead, that we knew nothing of what was 
commanded,or what-was forbidden by God ; 
but being brought up Chriſtians, and hold- 
ing for an Article of our belicf that the wo 

; ſha 
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2 ſhall come, wherein we muſt bives ftri& Ic- 
. ' count of all our:tranſadtions to og LW baye 
been often told by Preachers, an 40g Teachers, 
that the kingdom of Heaven ſul ers violence, 
and that we could notattain rg y; oSrere 
then by the paſs-part of Mari cations and 
Pennance, that it was our incumbent duty 
{- depreſs our unruly Paflions, and never to 
drawn way Þy Qpr &vil inclinations ; yer 
unfortunate Souls ! we were fondly perſwad- 
ed that Heayen was for us without any pains 
at all ; that Gad was ſo merciful, that he 
would Tot condemn. our Souls to ever! ſting 
torments; ( *tho? we were never ſo wicked: ) 
and therefore we have juſtly deſerv'd that he 
ſhould deal with us according to the full rj- 
gour of his. Juſtice. Come then ye Infernal 
Furies, come andrend us jn Pleces, Come an 
devour our unchriſtiaa bowels, for we have 
juſtly deſery'd to be fo cruelly dealt with ; 
we haye defery'd tobe hunger-ſtary'd for e- 
ver, being we have neglected to provide for 
our ſelves while we had both the means, the 
time, and conveniency of doingit; we de- 
ſerve not to reap , - becauſe we have nat 
ſown. We deſerve to fuffer want and miſery, 
being wenever laid up any thing in ſtore : we 
often refyſed the poor and needy their ham: 
ble, and earneft requeſt,and therefore we.de- 


4 to be deny'd ours. We often haye.clos'd 
onr 
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ears to-the.ſighsand:groans of 'the-poor and; 
diſtreſs'd; and therefore we deſerve to ſigh 
and lament for an;eternity. in vain. We de-. 
ſerve that the worm-of our conſcience ſhould - 
gnaw our intrails for ever by repreſenting 
untqus.our criminal and tranſitory, pleaſures, 
the great happineſs. which. we have loſt by. 
them, the unſpeakable torments which weare /71mus! 
to ſuffer for them, and [their , long continu- exis, & ; 
ance which will be'for,an}Eternity. , ., .Jufticiz 

- We err*d and wander'd from the ways of !umen non 


by 


truth, andthe light of Juſtice was not with}, no 
us, nor did the Sun. of Wiſdom ſhine, upon jace1tigen= 
as ©, 5 $ 
us. We weari'd our ſelves in the ways of tiz non eſt 
wickedneſs and perdition;and walk*d in paths obs 7 
of difficulty -, and knew not the way of|,q.: 
the. Lord. What has. our Pride-profited mus in via 
us ? .and what has. the pomp of our Riches a-iiquitar's 
vail d us? all thoſe things have. paſs'd like an perdiri- 
ſhaddow, .or like a meſſenger who- paſſes .in "Fo 
haſt, or like a Ship which cuts the inſtablemss vias 


waves,& leaves no mark: where it went : even difficiles . 


- ſo weare now conſum'd in our wickedneſs. Yam au- | 


The cruel and bloudy-Tyrants, who have” 0” 
afflicted &'put to, death thy holy Martyrs, © vims.Sof 
Lord,ſhall be troubVdwith horrible fear when g. s, 7, 8: 
they ſhall behold. them, whom they had ſo 
unhumanely treated in this life,to'be. ſo high-. 
ly honour'd in Heaven 3: they ſhall wonder at. 
their unexpected Salvation, and ſay amongſt 


F, themſelves 


cy 


Eccl. c.3. 
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themſelves with great” regret, with muck 
grief and anguiſh"of Spirit:/ The(p/ are the 
men who ſometime were'unto us mattes [of 
Scorn and lavghter. We” infipid. wretches: 
itnagin'd their "life to be madne, and that 
theit end will be without honour, butbehold 
how they are'counted amongſt the children 
of God, and how their lot” is amongft the 
Saints ; ſuch will be'the amazemientoffthoſe 


"mercenary Judges alſo, who have trampFd 


under foot the juſtice ahd right of thy poor 


Stianeeon Berth ; wen e194 fhll Lohota 


i Judges in Heaven, and-themſelves con- 
demn'd to Hell-fire for their unjuſt Sentences. | 
Solemons words verifies this, where he ſays, 
I faw a great evil beneath the Sun; that-in 
the Throne of Judgement was Seated impie- 
ty, and wickedneſs" inthe place of Juſtice : 
And F faid in;my heart, God: ſhall Judge the 
good and evil, and-theni ſhall-be ſeen, whoe- 
very one is. | 

Here on Earth the wicked ſometimes are 
exalted, andthe Godly depreſsd, but thou, 
O'Lord; fhalt in the day of thy! viſitation 
reQify thoſe great diſorders and grievances; 
thou ſhalt Separate the wheat from the taxes; 
thouſhalt place the goodupon thy right hand, 
elevated irf the Air, that all the wotld - may 
honour and reverence them, as being thy fa- 
vourites 3- whereas the wicked: ſhall and -all 
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into any evil inconvenience or trouble, woe's 
\L2 tie 
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me if I do.not ſpeak truth, at all times, or if 
ever I be found ina ly. For the ax of Death 
is 2ow perhaps at the root of my Tree of life, 

/ or at leaſt will be ere long,; tis the ſame calc 
with every one; therefore it behoves us all to 

- be watchful, to. be conſtantly in-the practiſe 
of Pennance, and-in the exerciſe of all good 
works, in, hopes we may be one day of the 
aumbcr of thy beloved in Heaven. 


SAVIOUR. 


WE N Man ! had't thou known what a.Su- 
Dnpiator C_./ pream happineſs it is to be of the num- 
proczle. Þ&r of my beloved in Heaven, thou wouldſt 
ſti gloria, be of St. Anguſtins opinion,and ſay with him, 
Aug. werel to ſuffer every day the greateſt tor- 
ments that the Rage and Malice of the molt. 
"blondy Tyrants could invent, nay, were I 
'to endure even theanguiſhes of Hell for along 

time, to ſee Chriſt in his Glory, 1 would 

think my ſelf extraordinary well rewarded.; 
nAiy,.I would freely, and with all my heart 
undergo all the afflictions imaginable, upon 
- - condition to be made Partaker of ſo great a 
bleſſing. Let the Devils therefore ly in Am- 
buſhes for me let them prepare as many tem- 
tations againſt me as they can contrive z let 
ny body. be even, conſum'd. with abſtinence, 
and conſtant faſting, let hair-cloth,.& chalps. 
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of Iron depreſs my-fleſh; let labour and cons 
tinual/toil extennate my "body, "er watching 
and lying on'the hard iground-wither it, "and; , 
make it-as dry asa rotten tree';, det 'this/marr: 
exclaim againſt me;-and th'other purſue: me/, 
to-death- ; let the: cold ſeize.upon mez-and. 
make me ſtoop tothe Earth;let my. conſcience! 
murmure, | let the ſcorching heat of: the: Sun 
parch me, let my; body:grieve,: let my breaſt” 
burn, let my ftbmack ſwell, Jet-my+ counte-: 
nance 'wax pale, let me from head to foothe! 
full of ulcers, let-my whole life, hours, days;/ 
years paſs over in tears, in grief and: in ſor-i 
row ; :lct the duſt inter my banes, and cover i 
meal] over, ſo that I be ſhelter'd :in- the day: 
of Tribulation ; and plac'dattby-right hand; | 
OLord, among ' the number of:rhy' Elo&t- = . 24 
how great will be the glory.of the Juſt and: ite 
how infinite will be the joy of tht Saints,w ro _ 
every ones face will thine as the Sun !- 5 

-Butthou muſt know O man!-that! the: 
- principal joy of- the: bleſſed is the. peaceable!> 
enjoyment and poſſeſſion of me, whom they»! 
Behold clearly as;Lam in my: ſeif; and that; : 
as, Honourable, profitable,”. andodelefable» 
are not;;dividel in; Heaven, {0 |the::bleffed« 
' Souls have three gifs; eſſential, andiinſeparas i 

- blefrom;that happy ſtate, whichcorreſpond 

to. thoſe three kinde of Bleſſings;;) which your - 
Dyvineg call yiſion, comprehenſion, and fri 

0D L 3 Ition, 
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Ego Tro- ition. | The farſt conſiſts inthe clear andper- 
| reQtor rus fecQ fight? of me, which Þ-yive to the” Juſt as 


um. 


 merccesrua 


areward of their merits; and by this:thiey 


* magna ni- Teceive an unſpeakable honour, inas much as 
- mis. Gen: their works and vVirthes areſrewarded'in the 
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preſence: of all my Arch-angels, Angels;-and' 
heavenly Spirits 'with ho''teſs a recompence' 
thei myſelf. :Phe ſecond is the full andram® 
ple poſſeſſion. which the 'Soul;has of me; who: 
amall her-rreaſure, all her''delight; and: all 
inheritance. And thethird'is the ineffableJoy” 
which evermore' accompanies this”' bleſſed: 
light, andevet-peaceable-poſſeſſion. This joy” 
is adorn'd with'two' fingular' qualities,” the 
firſtwhiereof makes it ſo vigorous and power-” 
ful; that it excludes all grief; allpain; and in” 
aword, all maner of evils! This is conſo- 
nant to whatiSt, Augsſtix fays,where he crys 

out : Q:Lord {'the life which thou" haftFpre- 
par'd for thy friends,” is a'bleſſed life,” a fe- 

cure life, ' a'quiet life,”alife that knows 'no 


_ death, x life-withour ſadneſs, without labour,” 


withoutpgrief, withour-troudle, without cor- 
ruption, without fear without variety, with- 
out-alteration's A. life” repteniſh'd with” all 
beauty'andiUignity, where" there' is neither 
Enemy that! can offend, rtor delight that can. 
arinoy z- wher©love admits 'of no tnixture of © 
hatred, or:diſdain," whete the day 18 *ever-" 
laſting, where the ſpiritof all-is one,” _ 
0121 4 20 
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TheSecond ftupendiqus wonder which the 
greatneſs. of my, joy. produces in the. Souls of 


bo 


my belov'd, is the manifold: pleaſures which 


ſpring from it, as from,a moſt; fruitful root. 
Art thou not aſtoniſh'd to hear that the,  hap- 


 Pineſs of the Souls ſhould cauſe ſo many. and 


marvellouseffe&ts in the bodies of my Bleſſed, 
as St. Auguſtin relates, doſt, thoy.not. wonder 


- when. he tells thee, thab my beatifical viſion 
. carries ſo unſpeakable ajoy with it into their 


Souls, that.it wholly. .changes their, bodies, 
makes them as beautiful as; ſo many. Angels, 
reſplendent as the Sun, immortal as a Spirit , 
and as impaſlibleas even oy ſelf... What mi- 
racles and prodigies it works: in their bodies 
by the : redundancy, of the. unſpeakable com- 
fort. which they, feel. in their ſpirits. Art 
thou -not ſeiz'd -with admiration,.. when 'St. 


 Anſelmetells thee, that if the body, of one of 


my Bleſſed, endow'd with, the four gifts of 
zlory,full of clearneſs, ſplendor ; and beauty, 
were plac'd in any. part, or corner of the 
world, it would perfume the whole univerſe 
with a fragrancy infinitely more ſweet unto 
their Sences, - then that of Musk and-Amber ; 

oft thou not ſee how immenſe is. that light 
and joy: of the Bleſſed. Souls in Heaven, which 
tranſmits, this ſo unſpeakable 2.luſter and 
beauty.unto their Bodies 3 and how canit.be 
lefs, being lt proceeds from my Fa Vi- 
[ _ Y | e k ; 5 wc on, 


haye my ſelf, and which is ſufficient to one 


(153) 
fion, and that it:is the very; ſame joy which. 


me bleſſed with a bleſſedneſs equal to my ſelf: 


It's therefore 1 ſay. unto my beloved Servich Euge ſer- 
well done, thou good and faithful Servant; ve Gone & 


thou haſt been faithful over a few things, . I fidelis 
will make thee Ruler over many things; ens 75. 


ſuper 
fide- 


ter thou into the joy of thy Lord, TakKe.nd- is per 


tice, 'O man ! that Ido 6 arooes ſay, FD 


into joy ; but to-ſhew the grea thereo f,1 ] nukace 
call.it my own joy, and thit very. joy where- My _ 


by I my felf become happy: Obſervealſo 


TRak in gaudi- 


there is not a Creature in this world, which um Demi- 


has not for his final end ſome: mariner. of. per" 
fedtion, and that thoſe Creatures. which. are , 
indu'd with reaſon ind knowledge, have in 
that perfeRtion a particular. joy,and compla- 
cency, Which is greater or leſter. according, 
as their.end is more or leſs perfo;Now than: 
muſt of neceſſity, acknowledge that. my per- 


ni tut. 
_ 25- 


fecion.infinitely exceeds that of all Creatures, 


conſequently the joy which is in my ſelf (far- 


I have no end or perfettion diſtin& from By. 


ſelf) i is infinitely.. greater then the joy of 


Creatures z and this. infinite joy out of my. 


infinite goodneſs I was pleas?d to impart as 
well-to the Bleſſed Souls, as. to. the An: 
'tho?. ſo great, and Þoſpecial 4 Felicity. Wasin. 
ret way gue untotheir humane nature zwhere>, 
"Ru muſt confeſs that the joy of lo 
which 
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by brivgin the beatiflcal viſion urtited r! ON 
ouls.of my Sairits in heaven with'the nioft 
Fthnateuntiont that can be in a pite! creature, 
maſt of ieceflity cauſe att unſpoakablegoy;jtr- 
omparally greater then'alf the joys realf'or 
imaginable, Sc cet te proce 'by all the 
erextures that wete, areatfreſctit, or (will 
TIT ent of the world: for'a$m 
Divine perfeaiorr contains within it ſelft 
erfeftions of M treated things; oMblEan# 
inable, {o'the joy which'i cauſtsinthe 
Soc of the BieſRd: muft'be Vent eat- 
cr then all other joys; . Se! ive'or 
catt be cats*4by thecreati 


ignorance of M ov Helews 
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1ſ-acl, that gave their concurrence. to ſo: un- 
hnomane, . and. barbarous an at, they ſhall be 
ruPd by. Tyrants that ſhall keep them always 
in a curb : and make . them abſolute Slaves. 
for ever : Let all thoſe who finde themſelves 
confcious of ſo horrid a crime, tremble at 
the hearing of ſo dreadful a chaftiſement.The 


Mulieres 1c 8 Gh hakt < S> 
ſedebant beauty, of Adonis had no_ better ſucceſs than 


that of Abſalom, for tho” the very ſight ofhim 
Adoni- drew loveand admiration fromihis beholders, 
dem. Exec. yet at length he was to them a ſubje.of 
18.14 oreat lamentation,and ſorrow. 


= 


$ > 3 


Eiſij ho- O ye Sons of men, ! how long will ye. turn 
minum uſ- iy gloty into ſhame ? how long will ye love 
znity, and ſeek after falſe things ? But know 
p 7 ger” ye, that we Lord has extoll'd the beauty of 
diligizis Þis Saints, and. made, it wonderful beyond 
vaniearem the reach of humane underſtanding, and.-the 
& qucrin5 expreſſion even of the very, Angels : for all 
um the deauty of the world aggregated in one 
Ec ſcicore, Creature; falls infinitely ſhort of that ; of 
quouiam. my Saints in Heaven, how raviſhing.then 
mirifcarit moſt my* Geaiity be Which is, accompani- 
Pen "> ed with ſeveral other 'perfeions, . that will 
ſoum.?/41.3dmit of no;limits ; as, with infinite wiſdom, 
4-3-4  Omnipotence,  holinefs,: liberality, , bounty, 
.. > and all thitcan, bo imagin'd. good, . beau-:. 

tyful and perfett ;tsenough indeed to force 

even the hearts of mine enetnies to love,lerve, 

| honour, and'adore me. 

© 51OFT "IN he = © ;Than 
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Thou art (know,)agreat admirer of perfes 
Qtion ; tell me thenzif there were:in the world 
a man as wiſe as an Angel, wouldſt thou not 
be as earneſt to ſee-bim, as the Queen of 
Sheba was:to behold Solomon ; but if to this 
great wiſdom were added the ſtrength of Her- 
cules, or that of Sampſox, the victories of the 
Machabees, or thoſe of the greateſt Conque- 
rours that e*re appear?d-in this World, the 
courage,the devotion, the meckneſsand cour- 
teſy of David, the friendſhip of Jonathan, the 
liberality- of all the Romar, and Aſſyrian Po- 
tentates, and the greateſt. beautys that ever 
appear*d upon Earth, certainly thou would 
be totally inflam'd with love for ſo admirable 
a Creature, thou wouldſt:never be weary of 
his company, much leſs of his diſcourſe ; why 
then doſt thou not love me with all thy heart, 
(as thou art commanded ? ) why doſt thou Diliges 
not often and ardently deſire with St. P aut, Dominum 
to be deliver'd frem that loathſome priſon of, ©, 
thy body. to enjoy. my ſight. and company, rtocarde 
who am really adorn*d with all thoſe perfe- tuo. Marth. 
Cons and graces in an infinite degree above 2-37. 
all earthly Creatures, and do confer the ſame 


ven ? why doſt thou not deſpiſe the tranſig.Chrifto. 
tory and ſordid pleaſures of the world, to ſeek Pail 1.25 
after thoſe of my heavenly Court , which 
can beautify and embelliſh both thy body _ 

Soul 3 


"13$) 
Sout 5; and-the father: becatnſe Idm; {6 free to 
ihpart ther not only td thee; bit dll to all 
thoſe that Hill be faichfull ts obſerve thy com- 
mands. For if 1 be {6 maghificent # Lord afid 
fo free to confer my favotirs-in this w 


orld 
pon all ren, withour 2by diftinQion; {o thit | 

the wicked may pertake of them as welfas 
the Godly, is there afly found then' ts be- 
hve, that [ have not far greater bleſſings in 
ſtore for thofe alone; that are my favourits 
and deareft beloved ?- If I was'ſo liberal as to 
beftow gratis ſuch vaſt” tteaſiires, (as are the 
mmifold benefirs of nature ) upon a' Feople 
that I was'not inthe leaſt oblig'd' to; but on 
Nee ecu- tie contrary haveſaffer?d\much at their hands; 
lus vidit, How muctrmoream'l indebred' to thoſe that 
re: auris haye ſery*d me faithfolly, and'with'the'loſs of 
audi hothrheir lives & fortunes. It's impollible for 
hominis thee O' man ! to expreſs the itnmenſity of the 
afcenir' glory whichl ſhall confer upon' my El&'in 
quz prz* Heaven; ſince that even the” benefits which T 
prove. Baveimparted ts my very' Enenaiies here on 
gehtibus ſe Earth; are far beyond the reach ofthy under- 
1 Cer,2.9, ſtanding; ' for my Apoſtle ſays; that theeye 
 havnot ſeen; nor the ear heard; neither have 
enter*d' into 'the* heart of min, the things 
_ God has prepar*d for them that love 

him: | 

' If that beſo (as'really/it is!) why deft thon 
loyter then'in'thy* baniſhinienr; and' d6te ” 

mnc 
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muchki'upen the vanities of the world, -ahd. - 
earthly affairs? , why art thow ſb deſirous to 
live any-longer intheland of Eyype to gather 
ftraw, and drink muddy water out of it's 
ſtinking Pits, deſpiſing the headſpring of alt 
felicitys,/ and the fountain of living waters 2: 
why art thou content tobeg and gather Alns: 
at every dogr,rather then live in thy heaven! 
ly Fathers hauſe,' where all manner of folid 
content, and pleaſure i is. to be found? why 
dofh thou Rarve with the prodigal:Son, and: 
feed 'with the 'Swine. upon Acorns , 
vehilſd thou-mayſt/fit at his table, and ear-of' 
the banquet which he'has: propav'd: for albtiis 
below/dingtory;1If thou be?ſt inclin'&toplen-: 
ſare, raiſe up: thy-heart towards my heavenly: 
Reſidence, and, there:thou- ſhalt; behol@ chav. 
Supream-Goad: which contains within its: ſelf; 
eminently all: the pleaſures and! allurements- 
of all things that canibecallke&:good or:dele&+- 
able. If this created: life-be pleaſing/to thee, . 
how-much-more pleaſing muftthat increated) 
life be, whick-gave it. a-beginning; and withs 
out-which: it cann't-ſubliſt” one-momentsIf 
healthbe a-comfort:rathee, how (much more 
comfort can-I'afferd thee; who amalone' ther 
giver, the-promoter, and! powerful [preſer= 
ver thereof:if the knowledgeofthe creatures 
be-ſweer- and /acceptable to-theey how muctv- 
moreſweetand acceptable ought/the- — 

ledge 
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Cajus pul- Tedge of thy:Creator be unto thee. If all thy 
chricudi- geljght be: plac'd 'in beauty, Iam'he whoſe 
= = beauty the Sun and Moan does admire. If thou 
rantur., beeſt taken with Nobllity,I am the ſourceand 
Fob 38.5. offspring of all-that can be calPd noble; for 
Generati- thy extraQtion goes far beyond the- Creation. | 
et of the world, and limits of time. If thou de-- 
rabir. 77;, lighteſt in learning, here in my heavenly 
53-8. School thou ſhalt know all my myſteries; the 
\ profound ſenſeof holy Scriptures ; thou ſhalt .. 

know the exat number of all my Saints and 
Angels; thou ſhalt know the Secrets of my 

Divine providence, how many are damn'd; 

and for what,thou ſhalt underſtand the frame 

and making of the world, the whole artifice 

of nature, the motions of the Stars and-Pla- - 

nets, the proprieties of Plants, Stones,Birds, 

& Beaſts ; thou ſhalt not only know all things 

created, but alſo many more things which I 

might have created ; thoa ſhalt not only know 

them altogether, and in the total, but clear- 

ly and diſtinly without any confuſion. The 
knowledge of the greateſt wiſemen and Phi- 
loſophers of the world, even in things natu- 

ral, is full of ignorance, deceit, and incer- 

tainty, becauſe they know not the ſubſtance ' 

of things but through the ſhell and bark of 
accidents ; whereas a poor and filly-Servant 

kept all his life in Slavery, nay,were he a na- 

tural in the world, yet.in heaven he ſhall be. 

ty =  replemſh'd 
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repleniſh'd with more learning, and know- 
lodge(as well of nataral, as of vine things) 
thematicians, Aſtrologets, Aſtronomets, Phi- 
loſophers, Divines..,and Doftors that ever 


were,,;or will be ta the worlds end; for as 
St; Gregory fays, it. 1s-not to be believed that 
the $a ths Do behold within themſelves the 
light of God, are ignorant of any thiftg with- 
one. them, -.,.. +... LO icy 
If thou beeſt deſirous of long life & health; 
here thou wilt enjoy life everlaſting without 


any diſtemper, or malady, without any dan- 
ger of death, or of any other cvilin the qui- - 


et and peaceable poſleſlion' of all. manner of 
pleaſure and comfort ; for there thou ſhalt 
rejoyce in what is above thee, which is my 
beatifical viſion; in what is below thee,which 
is the beauty of Heayen, ind other corporal 
Creatures ; in what is within thee,” which is 
the glorification of thy body; in what is with- 
out thee, which is tho company of fo many 
bleſſed Angels, ſo many.glorious Apoſtles, fo 
many renowned Patriarks, {» many famous 
Prophets,ſuch an invincible army of Martyr: 
a moſt renown'd aſſembly of Confeſſors,a va 
namber,,of true and perfect religious, ſo ma- 


ay holy. Virgins, which have overcome both * 


the pleaſures of the world, and the frailty of 
their. own nature. Here ſhall recreate and 
| ; M  fealf 


eaſt all thy Tyic Ma at tkſpeAk- 
je delight, f fi or 1 both vim 
and grateful jet; all oe a to 
the ſight. MARK 1 he i 6f5 tothe 
raſt, balſom to the mel; dF EDehage cit 
Here In fine, there ſhalt be” the dthr Tight of 
Summer, the pleaſintneſs of rhs"Spihg, the 
abundance of Aututnh,and the repbft 6 | Wit 
ter. 
Quem di- | But O-man ! 1 long to hear what Whrld: 
omar wa fiogs fay of me, and of 'iny Kingdotn, 'for I 
Glam ho. {BPPOlE That ſome of them are apr toÞelieve 
minis. Mat. | AM John 1 Baptiſt,” others will fay perhap S 
16.14. Gat [ am E las : 0 $17 that lam Yorenith.or 
me 0ne, of the Prophets. Some will think 
" mg one It 'SA folly for mortals to expett -admit- 
=*; p48 tance tomy Kingdom, becauſe that 'afrer my 
Vos autem Reſurredtion, I refus' the Magdalen leave'to 
quem me touch me, orto lay her hand upon'any Part 
cle dicitis of my garment. But whit doſt thou fay of me, 


MA and of my glorious Reſidence ? 


MAN. 


_ [ Say, = thou art Chr iſt Son of the living 
Filius Dei Þ. God, and that thy Kingdom will never 
vivi. 70.6. have an *nd ; it's therefore 1 believe. that 
& regni Scriptu FF. callsit the land of the livihg,to let 

ejusnon 3s underftand thatthis wherein we abide, de- 
erit finis- ſexes n0 better denomination then that of the 
Eucc1-33s dead; 


TO: 4- | 


dead; Alas, weknow it by our woful expe- 
rience to be very true ; for tho? Adam and 
his Deſcendants for a long time, liv'd each 
of them ſo many Ages, yet this fatal Epitaph, 
mertuns eſt, (which he has entaiPd upon all his 
poſterity ) came at laſt, to ſhew that as the 
world is mortal,the inhabitants thereof muſt 
be of the ſame nature z but as for thy King- 
dom O Lord, tisimmortal and without any 
end ; *tis therefore St. Paul ſays, that this 
corruptible body of ours ſhall put on incor- 
ruption, and of mortal, become immortal. 
This fleſh of ours which now is ſo burden- | 
ſome, and does ſo depreſs our minde, which 
is now inveſted with ſo many INCONVERIENCES, 
ſubje& to ſo many alterations, griev'd with 
fo many diſeaſes, defil'd with ſo many cor- 
ruptions, overwlielmd with ſuchan infinite 
deal of miſeries, and calamities, ſball in thy - 
Kingdom O Lord, be made glorious, and ad- 
vanc'd to the height of perfetion. It shall be 
endu'd with Seven gifts ſuitable to thy libe- 
rality, and to the dignity of thy beloved Ser- 
vants 3 which are Beauty, Apiliry, Fortitude, Ju ”w 
Penetration; Health, Pleaſure, and Perpetwity. . 8c = E 
As for the firſt gif, which is Beauty, tou regno Pa- 
haſt thy ſelf declar'd that the Juſt ſhall ſhine tris corum 
as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Fa her. {43-43 
The ſecond is Arility and this.prero:ative of 
the Juſt is no lefs then the formergfor by this, 

M 2 their 
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their fleſh is free'd from that lympiſh & heavy 
weight which kept theirSpirits fetter?d whilſt 
they remain'd in this life, and made as light 
even as the Angels themſelves, who paſs from 
one extremity of the world to the other in 
the twinkling of an eye the third gift is S- 

pernatural Strength, Which does ſo abound ina 
glorifi'd body, that he ſhall be able to move 
the whole globe of the Earth,at thy command, 
and give us a dry paſlage through the main 
Ocean, with as mucheaſe as thy Angeldid to 
the-People of 1/-acl through the red Seas, to 
avoid the Rage and fury of their purſuing E- 
nemys. The fourth is / exetration, whereby he 
ſhall be able to penetrate any other bodies 
tho'never. ſo hard, or maſfly, and make no- 
thing to peirce Walls, Doors, the Earth,and 
the very Firmament, tho? it were made of 
Braſs 3 This thy glorifi'd body has perform'd 
atter thy ReſurreCtion, for thou didft pene- 
Irate the houſe where thy Diſciples were,the 
Doors being all ſhnr, and at thy Afcenſion 
thou didit penetrate the Heavens alſo. The 
fifth prerogative is abſolute Health free from 
all painsof this life, quir'of all diſeaſes, trou- 
bles, incumbrances, and all other infirmitys 
incident to humane nature, and ſhall be per- 
petually ix'd in a moſt perfect and flouriſhing 
Rate of health and felicity, in no way liable 
to the lealt alteration for ever. The fixth is 
Delight 
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Delight and Pleaſure, which ſhall bo heap'd 
upon a glorift'd body to that degree, thar all 
his ſenſes ſhall finde their peculiar and pro- 
per objeQs in a far more delicious manner 
then ever they could «expe& in this world; 
for his eyes ſhall be for ever recreated with 
the beatifical viſion, and with the ſight of the 
moſt glorious and beautiful bodies of all the 
| Saints. One Sun is enough to bring a full joy 

over the whole continent of the Earth, as alſo 
to depreſs the raging waves of the main Oce- 
an, Inits preateſt fury ; it revives the mor- 
tift*d grain, and makes it appear. with. it's 
green blades to aſſure the Labourer of it's bey 
ing alive, and ſets at liberty all thoſe varie- 
ties of flowers and ſimples, which the cold 
ſeaſon of winter kept a long time in it's pri- 
ſons of Ice; what joy then ſhall a blefſed Soul 
concelve when he beholds as many Suns as 
there are Saints ? and when he ſees himſelf to 
be one of them ; when he ſees his hands, his 
feet, and thereſt of bis members, to caſt forth 
beams clearer then even the Sun in it's full 
height. - 

His ears ſhall be repleniſh'd wiih the moſt 
harmonious Songs and Muſick of fo many 
Quires of Angels, of {o many millions of 
Saints, and of ſo many hundred thouſands of 
heavenly. Spirits: as St. Jobs in many ſeveral 
Places of his Revelations makes mention of 3 O 
= M 3 my 
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my Soul ! here } would have thee ftay a 
while, and conſider ſeriouſly what a great ſa- 
tisfaQtion this is to the bleſſed : If the harp 
of David were ſo delightful to Saul, and had 
ſo great a power as to aſſwage the fury of his 
paſſion, and torecal him from that melancho- 
ly fir,of which the Devil made uſe to deftroy 
his Soul. If the Lyre of Orpheus was able to 0- 
perate ſuch” great prodigies' in the World ; 
and to win the hearts not enly of men, but 
alſo of the Infernal Spixits (if we may believe 
Poets) who tell us that he recover'd his Wife 
out of their clatches with the ſweetgefs of his 
melodious inſtruments : If St. Francis thought 
himſelfalready in Heaven hearing an Angel 
play on his inftrument, what pleaſare, what 
delight will-a bleſſed Soul have when: he hears 
the ſweet harmony of ſo many thonfands of 
Angels together ? Tradition which gives life 
to the belt of Hiſtorys, informs us that the 
ſinging of one little bird alone, raviſh'd a de- 
vout Monk to that degree that three hundred 
years ſcem'd no more tohimthen three hours, 
what a ſweetneſs will it be to hear the melo- 
dy of thoſe Songs, which' the innumerable 
citizens of that heavenly Jeruſalem ſing in 
praiſe of thee, their eternal King ! his ſmell 
ſhall be recreated with the moſt odoriferous 
ſcent which comes from thoſe beautiful bo- 


dies, ade more vIWwOR then all the per=- 
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fames-of the WS. .- In:fne, the whole gloxie. 
fi'd:/bodyſhalt be filPdowith abundance; of alli 
kind'of conſolation/;-the Eyes; the Ears,-the 
Noſe, 'the *Morth} the -Hands,-the Throgt, 
the Lungs, the Heart, the Stomach,the Backy 

nay; -the very Intrals, and every: part of the 
Body, ſhall be/repteniſÞ'& with -fuch unſpeaks 
able \weetneſs-and: pleaſure.z that !it may: _— q 
realiy-ſaid, the whole man is made-to d rink po 
of the River of 'thyi-divine-/ delights; | and Domus 
made drunk with=the: abundance. of thy maſfi cuz,& tor- 


glorious and plentiful: houſe. > --/; renre y0- 
uptatis 
Phe Seventh and4aft prerogative of ag104 wuz pora- 


rifd body is whatthe Divines call . Perperwity, bis cos. PC 

that is ſecurity-of: lifez' which: agrees well 35-9: 

with that place of Seripture, Where ?tis faid; 

the Juſtawill live:forever ;and'St: Paul avers; Juſtiau- | Þ 

that Death has ni more dominion:aver:himz tem in per- 
An this is-one of thechiefeſt-prerogatives& peruum F 

moſt excellent Dignitics of a glorifed' body; — *? 

for -by the great benefit of this: unſpeakable j Mors itz _ 

favour, he'is free?drfrom all. cafe, all doubly ultra non 

all fear, alt 'danger;>all hurt; all! annoyance domina>i- 

and-al\ manner. '6f accidents that \may, croG 752: 

him, or give any diſturbancetwhis ieverlaſts 

ing' Peace andrefb.Ohhow ſweet willthe fruir _ 

of & virtuous lifeibe-then'tohis palate; how ** © 

plexfant will alÞhis- mortifications.and ny. 

nance,” all his pee[deutions and rroubles,/:ajl 

| the wrooge and 4njuftes, all the afperſioiis & 

Ms: calumaies, 
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catumnies, which were' heap'd upon"him-by- 
His apparent enemies,-ot by. his counterfeit 
friends, and which he. willingly. ſaffer'd' for 
thy ſake, how. pleaſant; 1 ſay, they will ap- 
pear to him; and he to:'them, | how be will im- 
brace them as being inſtrumental to his eyer- 
_ Hſting' ſettlement in" Glory ! for 'tho" they 
*Fenv'd bitter to him in thislife, yet in Hea- 
ven they will taſt moſt ſweet to him, and be 
will think'himſelf highly hanour'd to have 
been ſo ill treated for Juſtice. - | 
© ' - Sweet is the cool eveningafter the hot ſurg- 
 ... mers day, | {weet is the fountain to the weary 
 \;Traveller, ſweet is the/reſt and ſleep tothe 
tir'd Servant z 'but much more ſweet 1s it to 
the Saints in Heaven, 1 to enjoy eaſe after their 
; .' manifold-troubles, tranquility after their af- 
| - . ..-:flictionsand croſles, peace after their long & 
" tedious war-z Security after all their dangers, 
... . andrefſt after/alltheir pains and travels. For 
- then! all their-grievances are at an end ; then 
- their Skirmiſhes,' and conflits with their E- 
nemies are laid aſide; there's no more talk of 
them, they lay down their Arms for UrrAnd 
remain in peace. ' j 
Exad.n3. The Children of Iſrael went forth. arm? 
Ft goaterda the Land of promiſe,' but when they 
had conquer it, they laid:downtheir Arms, 
3 Rcg.q, 'put off their Armour, and'forgetting all fear, 
b” | ind the fatigue of Way every one of ade 
- un eo 
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under the ſhaddow of his own Pavilion en- Abar. 3, 
joy'd the ſweet. advantage of a delightful 
peace. Now may. the bodys of thy Saints, O 
Lord, which have been wearied with conti- 

nual watching, take their reſt : Now may the 
watchful Prophet.come down from the Sen- 
tinels place, and take his ſweet repoſe for e- 

ver: Now may all thoſe brave champions 

that- fought ſo couragiouſly againſt the rage, 

the violence, and the craft of the Infernal Ser- 

pent, lay down their warlike weapons, and 

take their pleaſures in as ample a manner as 

thy glorious Palace can afford, without the 

leaſt apprehenſion of any further diſturbance, 

or fear of any invaſion from either the world, 

the Fleſh,or the Devil. There's no; place there 

for the ſubtle crafts of the lurking vipers, nor 

for the ſight of the deadly Bafilisk, neither 

hall the hiſſing of the ancient Serpent be 
heard there, but only the ſoft breathing air 

of the Holy Ghoft. This is the Region of 
peace indeed, and the only place of fecurity, 
ſcituated above all the Elements, whereto the 
nauſeous clouds, and ſtormy winds ofthe 

dark air of the world can have no acceſs, O Glorioſz 
City of God what glorious things have been © fun 


faid of thee ! -and no wonder, for. beſides all, 
that is; written of the Majeſty of thy King, ?/a.26. 
of the beauty and ſplendour of thy Inhabi- 

tangs, of the peaceand ynion of their mm 
ary NE 3 


P/a.103- 


P/2.20, 


"of their unfp 
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table joy//and' comfort 3 the 
very defcription which is given of thee, is a- 
ble to invite any one to be. 'of the number of 
thy citizens; for thy gates are wrought with 
Saphirs and Emeralds, thy walls are built 
with precious Stones, thy Streets are pav'd 
with white and poliſh'd marble ; thy honſes 
arelikewife adorn'd with precions Stones, all 
tivd through with Saphirs, and coyer'd a- 
bove with maſly gold. The light that fhines 
In thee proceeds neither of Lamps, nor of 
the Moan, nor yet of the refulgent Stars, no, 
*tis the light which iſſued from Light, that 
gives luſtre to thee ; 'Tis thou, O Lord, that 

ts her with light, for in the midſt of her 
thou keepeſt thy continual reſidence, and all 
the Saints do there reign with thee, adorn'd 
with light, which is their ſumptuous apparel, 
and bear Crowns of tranfparent gems and 
Sg ſtones upon their heads. O bleſſed 

Lingdom, ſays.St. Auſtin, where thon art al- 


ways preſent, O Lord ! whoart the hope of 


all Saints, and the Diadem'of their everlaſt- 
ing BlOry, repleniſhing themwith joy on eve- 
ry ſide, ſo that jn thy Realm,O Lord, there is 
infinite joy without Sadnefs ; health without 
forrow, life without labogr ; light without 
darkneſs; felicity without vexation; all good- 
neſs without evil. There Youth flouriſhes, 
and never grows old, Life knows no end, 

ale — 
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beauty never fades, love never cools, health 
never diminiſhes, joy never ceaſes. - There 
ſorrow is never felt ; complaint is never 
heard,| matter of grief is never ſeen, nor ill 
ſucceſs is neyer fear'd, becauſe they enjoy 
thee, O Lord, whoſe glorious preſence con- 
fers all theſe and many more bleflings upon 
them. O my Soul what a main... happineſs 
will it be to ſee that holy Lamb! thidweet 
Jeſus, thy gracious Redeemer inveltM'"wi 

ſuperexcellent Majeſty Seated in his Chair of 
State. If the three Eaſtern Kings undertook 2 
long journey to Bethlehem, and were ſo much 
overjoy'd when they found him, tho? lying, 
ina manger ; how great muſt their joy be 
now to ſee him triumphing in his glory ! If St. 
John the Baptsſt did leap with joy at his ap- 
proaching towards him in his Mothers womb, 
what an ocean of joy will now or'ewhelm his 
heart, when he ſees him face to face in his 
royal and eternal Kingdom ? O ſays the ſame 
Saint ! to be admitted into thy preſence Q. 
Lord, and to receive the beams of glory from 
the ſplendour of thy Majeſty, ſurpaſſes all o- 
ther joy and felicity that the Saints: poſſeſs in 
Heaven, and 1134, { to ſuſfer torments every 
day,. y&4, and the. very pains of Hell for a 
time, thereby to. gain thy viſion. in Heaven, 
and to be: united in glory to the number of 
thy Saints ; it were nothing to EI 
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and excellency of the reward, but alas! how 

far am I from the feelings of this moſt 

learn'd and holy man. BI 

I ant like a Child that longs and crys for 
an apple, but will not take the painsto come 
for it, or like a Ship rhat is bound for a cer- 
taift harbour, and ſteers the quite contrary 
way, Or like a Cat that loves fiſh, but will 
not wet her paw to fetch it out of the. water - 
Tlovetc © Lord ! but will not ſurmount 
the leaſt difficulty to purchaſe thy glory ; I 
aim, and my deſire 1s to land in the ſafe har- 
bour of Heaven, but I run a quite contrary 
Ta es mi- courſe; I lovea virtuous and godly life, but 
ſer & mi-Will not make uſe of the means which thou 
ſerabilis, haſt preſcrib'd to attain it. Iam created to 
= paupct trade in this world for the adyantage of my 
ads tove. Soul, and to bring my veſſel laden with good 
3. 179 MWorksto the Land of Promiſe. But alas ! this 
Non coro- forty, nay, fifty years, I have bufi*d my ſelf 
a oven about trifles, and now I finde 1am no 
o S: cnc * better than that Biſhop thou didſt ſo ſeverely 
certayerit, TePrehend in the revelations, for 1 may be 
2 Tim.2. 5, Very well call'd miſer, miſerable, poor, blind 
—_ naked as well as he was; ſo that ]. have 
poreurr Sreat reaſon to fear thou wilt remove my 
Chriſtum Candleſtick out of its place, and turg me off 
pari& ic 'with a veſcjo'v0s, unleſs I ſpeedily reſplveup- 
mrare n.gn a better courſe of life, and fight mare'man- 

Foam likefor a Crown in Heaven, which 1th 
44.24, 26: | 
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never obtain otherwiſe: then by traceing the 


ſame paths which thou wentſt into thy glory. 


SAVIOUR. 


He only way to be happy for ever, is to 
lead a virtuous life without any inter- 
miſſion, not in parts, or with intervals ; for 
this is loſing of ground. Thou art to preſs 
on, and perſevere; for if theu doſt diſconti- 
nue thy courſe, when wilt thou come to pro- 
nounce. theſe words ? I am a Conquerour : 
not a Conquerour of barbarous Enemies, and 
Salvage Nations ; but of my own predomi- 
nant and unruly paſſions, of my vicious and 
evil inclinations ; of my Avarice, Ambition, 
and Lufts which have ſubjected eventhe great- 
eſt of Conquerours. Who was a greater then' 
Alexander, that extended his Empire from 
Thracia,'to the utmoſt bounds of the Earth ? 
but yet he burnt Perſepolis at the requeſt of a 
Proftitute, to-gratifie his Luſt. *Tis truehe 
overcame Darizs, aud flew many thouſarids 
of the Perſians ;, yet he has murther?d Calift- 
henes : and that ſingle blot has tarniſh'd all 
the glory ofhis great and numerous viQories. 
All:the wiſhes of mortals, and all the benefits 
which they can either give or receive, are ve- 
ry little available to a happy life. Thoſe things' 
which" the common People gape atter. are' 
Tz ItY | tranſitory 


tranſitory and vain 3 whereas happinefs is 
permanent.3 nor is it to be eſtimated by, num- 
ber, meaſure, or parts: for it is full, and 
perfe&t ; this is Seneca the moral Philoſophers 
diſcourſe ; whick ſhould make thee, O Chri- 
ſtian man !- bluſh to ſet ſo ſlender an eſtimate 
upon my. glory, and upon the everlaſting 
happineſs which I promiſe unto thee, if thou 
wilt reſolve to lead a virtuous and godly life, 
and depreſs thy paſſions with the dint of mor- 
tification and Pennance; but thou doſt not 
anfwer my expectation, and yet wouldſt fain 
beadmitted into my glory at a cheaper rate 
then I had it my ſelf. 
- This Pagar-Philoſopher ſhall riſe in Judge- 
ment againſt thee; and his following expreſ- 
fions will certainly condemn tbe little care 
thou haſt of thy Salvation. I do not, ſays he, 
ſpeak as if my ſelf werearriv'd at that bleſſed 
ſtate of repoſe: but yet it is ſomething to be 
on the mending hand. It is with me, as with a 
man that's creeping out of a diſeaſe ; he feels 
yet ſame grudgings of it, he 1s every foot ex- 
amining his pulſe ; and ſuſpects every touch 
of heat to be a relick of his fevour 2: Juſt at 
that rate, am I jealous of my felf. The beſt 
remedy that I know in this caſe, is.to go on. 
with confidence; and not to be miſled by the: 
errors of other People. Tt is with our man-, 
ners, @s with our healths ; "tis a degree of 
— 
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vitthe; theabating of vice, as it is2 Jeprev'ef 
healch; the abacing'of a fit, 2 102 
ak better ; or tore 


- "C6ald a Chriſtian' ſpe 
toXthe/purpoſe ?- could he take amore alſhted 
way t& prevent the increaſe of yice,then what 
he” preſcribes ? 'Hear him once 'hote Tpeak; 
ſore {ys he, will place their happineR/in 
wealth; ſome'in the liberty of the body ; an 
offts'in the pleaſure bf the Riſe, and Palate. 
But What are 'tmertals; Taſts,' Sounds, or co- 
tars; 'to the mine of ureafonablecreature ? 
he thatFets his hait'upsn the riches of this 
world the very fear of poverty will be grie- 
yous'to him. Hethit's ambitious, ſhall” be 
gall with envy ata man thats prefer'd be- 
fore him : For ih'that caſe, he that is not firſt, 
is laft;F-donot, fays ke, ſpeak apainſt Riches : 
for if they hurt a mafi-*tis his 6wn folly : they 
may be indeed-tliecanfe'of miſchief; as they 
are atcniptation tbithoſe that Uo it. Inſtead 
of 'coufapethey nay/infpiren mth with arro- 
gance'; and infteed' of magtianimity, with 
miolence; which is intrathbyr the counter- 
fet of heroick Mindes, and where's the hap- 
pineſs-of Luxor when-a men divides his 
life betwixtthe Kitchen, 4nd the ſtews ;be- 
fiwixt an anxious conſcience, #hd a naufeous 
Stoffiach ? Calipuls,” was both to ſhew 'the 
world-what thiſchlef Tight be Gone by a con- 
curtente of great wickediieſs;atid a great for- 
Fo tune: 


tune he ſpent near 10000!.. Sterling .ypon 3 
Supper. The works and inventions of Lux- 
ury are indeed prodigious, not only in;the 
counter fieting of nature, .but even in ſurpaſ= 
ſing it. The Romans had their brooks .evenin 
their very parlouts, and found their dinners 
under their Tables. The Mullet was reckon'd 
ftale unleſs it dy*d in the hand of the Guieſt, 
And they had their glaſſes to put them into, 
that they might the better obſerve all the 
changes, and motions of them in - the-laſt 
Agony betwixt life and Death. So that they 
fed their eyes, before their bodies. Theſe peo- 
ple would not have given themſelves half this 
crouble with a dying friend; nay, they would 
leavea Father or a' Brother at his laſt hour,to 
entertain themſelves with the barbarous ſpe- 
&acle of an expiring Fiſh. 

O man! thou arta Chriſtian, and one that 
pretends to the height of perfetion, which 
is to follow me, and ground thy life as well 
upon my councels, as upon my examples ; 
 thon haſt in thyBaptiſm made a ſolemn oath to 
have an everlaſting abhorrence of the world, 
the fleſh and the Devil, thou haſt renounc'd 
them for ever z thou haſt declar*d thy ſelf an 
Enemy to all ſorts of vice, yet thou art more 
a [hve tothem then ever the Romans were to 
their bellies, ſo that I verily believe, had:this 
Pagan Philoſopher been- now alive, and Weg. 
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the liberty that Chriſtians take to run add; 
long into diforders,and debauchery,he woul 
conclude their Religion to be far worſe then, 
that of the Romans, which was no other then 
fo indulge their bodies in all that might be 
pleaſing to their Palate. Let him yet ſpeak 
more of his minde to the Romans, and thou 
ſhalt finde that what enormities he lays to 
their charge, is now adays the common pra= 
Aiſe of Chriſtians. That ſays he,. which en- 
hances the eſteem of every. thing, is tho price 
of it : In ſo much, that water it ſelf, which 
ought to be gratuitous, is expos'd to ſale, in 
their Conſervatories of Ice, and Snow. Nay, 
we are troubl'd that we cann't buy breath, 
light, and that we have the Air it {elf gratis. 
And if our conditions be evil, our trouble is, 
that nature has left ſomething tq usin com- 
mon : But Luxury, contrives ways to ſet a 
price upon the moſt neceſſary and communi- 
cable benefits in nature: even thoſe benefits, 
which are free to Birds, and Beaſts, as well 
as to men ; and ſerve indifferently for the 
uſe of the moſt Sluggiſh Creatures. , . 

But how chances it, that fountain-water 
is not cool enough to ſerve us, unleſs it be 
bound up in Ice? So long as the Stomach is 
moderatly ſatisfi'd, Nature diſcharges. her 
functions without "trouble: but when the 
blood comes to be inflam'd with exceſs of 


N Wine, 


WOO - 0 
wine, or the Stomach overcharg'd v 


arp'd with meat, 
fitnple water is not cool 'tnough tv Alley it $ 


5 
heat ; then we are forc'd to make uſe of re- 
medyes, which remedies themſelves are vices, 
And this is the produ& of heaping Suppers 
upon Dinners, and Dinners upon $yppers 
without intermiſſion. | 
' The natural thirſt, (be it never ſo vehe- 
tent, and not deriy'd from libidinous aQti- 
ohs ) is eaſily quench'd with a draught of wa- 
ter, tho? it de of the River it will ſuffice ; but, 
when the palate is grown fqueemiſh,we taſte - 
nothing ; & that which we takefor thirſt, is 
only the rage of a Fevour, or ſome other di- 
ſemper acquir?d by diſorder : Even the very 
Women are in ſome meaſure guilty of this 
extravagance, for tho? they have not alter'd 
their natures, they have chang'd the courſe 
of their lives; and by taking the liberties of 
men, they partake as well oftheir diſeaſes,as 
of their wickedneſs. They fit up late, drink 
as much, nay, in their very Appctites they 
are as maſculine too; in a word, they. have 
loft the .modefty, and other advantages of 
their Sex, by their vices. 
O man! are not theſe the abominations 
and Crimes now in vogue,in that corrupt and 
licentious Age thou liv*(tin ? What this good 
-moral Philoſoper blames in the Romans, 15:1t 
not the common praQtice of Chriſtians of d 
| days, 
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days,naysthey; are alles of far greater crimes; 
for t hay da not only pamper their Luſts, bug 

prov ethem ; as ifthey were to learn the 
4k art of voluptuouſtebs. - And wherein is 
their corrupt nature deprefs'd all this while 7 
for I ſee nothing deny?d to their craying 'Ap- 
petites, [no violence us%d to their ſenſuality, 
| No bounds iet to their womaniſh detires. They 
give all the beſt entertainment they can ro 
their bodies, and take no care at all of their 
Souls. Jt is with them as with an innocent 
that a certain Noble-man had in his Family ; 


 bhe became ' blind on a Sadden, and no body 


could perfwade her ſhe was blind ; ſhe could 
not endure che houſe (ſhe ſaid) it was fo dark, 
and was ftill calling to go abroad. That' which 
the people laugh'd' at in her, is, fotind' to be 
true in the greateſt part of mankinde : They 
are Covetous, Luxurious, Ambitious, and 
what not? bat the world ſhall never bring 
them to acknowledge it. Nay, they are. the 
worlt of the two ; tor that blinde fool call'd 
for a guide, and they wander about | without 
any, and\which is warſe, they-will have nones 
It's a hard matter to cure thoſe 'that will nor 
believe they are ſick. This is thy caſe O man! 
thou haſt been 'told often of thy deſperate 
condition 5 and how thy Soul is in dagger to 
be loſt for\ ever ; unleſs that thou doſt com- 
ply with my inſtryttions, and brezk"off that 
N 2 | finful} 
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finful yoak of Satan, that brings thee by one 
evil to make way for another. Thou wert 
told that the Kingdome of Heaven ſuffers vi- 
olence, & that to become an Inhabitant there- 
of, thou mult of neceſſity ſtruggle with thy 
Paſſions, and overcome: them too, which is 
to deſtroy a numerous company of Monſters, 
and the moſt glorious action that can be un- 
dertaken. Horatjus Cocles oppos'd his ſingle 
body to a whole Army, till the Bridge was 
cut down behinde him, and then leap'd into 
the River, with his Sword in his hand, and 
came off ſafe to his own party ; this was a ge- 
nercus a& indeed; but it is a more noble ex- 
ploit to ſubdue thy corrupt nature, thou doſt 
lignalize thy ſelf, when thou art become thine 
own Maſfter, and triumphs over thy paſſions, 
which have vanquiſh'd the greateſt Conque- 
rors of the world ; when thou ſhalt ſtand like 
another Hercales and beat down thoſe inbred 
monſters of thy old man, with as much cou- 
Tage, -asS he did ſubdue the Fijara's,and 14no- 
fares, then thou wilt arrive at the higheſt 
piteh of felicity. Be not ſurpriz'd that I call 
thy Paſſions Monſters of nature, for they are 
not only monſtrous in themſelves, . but they 
make the mind that is harraſs'd with them ve- 
ry deform'd and moſt miſerable to boot ; for 
- they leave. no place either for Councel or 
friendſhip, honeſty or good manners : no 
| place 
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place either for the exerciſe of reaſon,or for 
the Offices of life. If T were to deſcribe the 
Paſſion of anger,which is the common diftem- 
per of all mankinde, I would draw a Tiger 
bath'd in bloud , ſharp ſet, and ready to take 
a leap at his prey, or dreſs it up as the Poets 
repreſent their furys, with whips, Snakes,and 
flames : It ſhould be ſour, livid, full of Scars, 
and wallowing in gore, raging up and down, 
deſtroying, grinning, bellowing, and pnrſu- 
ing ; ſick of all other things, and moſt of all 
_ of it ſelf. It turns beauty into deformity,and 
the calmeſt councels into fierceneſs ; It difor- 
ders the very garments of thoſe tharare ſlavcs 
to it,and fills their mindes with horror : How 
abominable muſt it be in the Soul then, when 
it appears ſo hideous even through the bones, 
the skin, and ſo many impediments. Is he not 
a monſter of a man that has loſt the govern- 
ment of himſelf ; and is toſs'd hither ard rhi- 
ther by his Raging fury, as bya tempeſt ? He 
is the executioner of his own revenge, both 
with his heart and hand ;z and the murtherer 


& of his neareſt friends. The ſmalleſt matter 


will blow him up to that degree that he 1s al- 
together inſociable, and inacceſlible ; He does 
all things by violence as well upon himſelf, as 
others. It may be then very well call'd the 
maſter of all Paſſions, being "is the moſt hard 
t9 be ſurmounted. Yet Heathens without the 
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Paſſion, encourag,d thereunto only by a pb- 
pular a} oks and to get the eſteem ' of be- 
ng, perfect Philoſophers. Plaro was about to 
Riviks his-Servant, and while his hand was in 
the Air, he check'd himſelf, but ſtill Held ir 
in that menacing poſture ; being taken no- 
tice of, and ask*'d what he meant : I am how, 
ſays he, puniſhing of an angry man. Ano- 
ther time his Servant having committed a 
great favlt 3 pray fays he to his friend, do 
ou beat that, fellow, for 1 am angry. for 
be did not think it fit that a Servant ſhould 
bein his power ; that is not his own inafter. 
': Socrates when he was angry, would take 
himſelf in it, and ſpeak low, in oppoſition to 
the motions of his diſpleaſure. Oh n! thou 
art promis'd a crown of glory in Heaven if 
thou wilt ſubdue thy paſſions on Earth; Thou 
art aſſur'd to ſit at my Table, and to enjoy 
my preſence for ever, ſo be, that thou do 
iubdue.thy evil inclinations, and Keep theny 
always in ſabjection, .yet theſe powerful mo- 
tives are not ſufficient to Stir up thy droop- 
Ing courage to ſo glorious an aftion, and fo 
much to thige own advantage ; whereas theſe 
" ng have got the better of them all, on- 
 1y for to beapplauded by the people, and to 
obtain the wy of being perfe& Philoſo- 
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phers ; I tell thee for a certain truth that 3ar 12. 
They ſhall rife in Judgment with this generg- 4' 42- 
tian of cow-hearted Chriſtians,and ſhall con- 
demn them, becauſe they haye fubdu'd their 
Paſſions and evil inclinations only upon the 
bare account of vanity, Which they will not 
perform tho? they be promis'd the reward of 

an Etergal weight of Glory. The Queen of 
, the South ſhall alſoriſe in Judgment againſt 
them, and ſhall condemn them ; for ſhe came 
from the uttermoſt parts of the Earth to hear 

the wiſdom of Selo0, whereas they will not 
make the leaft progreſs in yirtue to pleaſure 

me, whoam the Fountain of wiſdom, and 

who went fo many fteps to finde out their 
Rray'd Souls, when they were in danger to 

be leſt for ever. 

The Hiſtories are ful of perilous and de- 
ſparateenterprizes, and all for temporal re- 
wards. In tne beginning of the civil wars 
wWhichithe Senate of Rome carried on againſt 
Caju and Falvins Gracchuus, the Conſul 
Opinzcs by publick Edict promis'd, that who- 
focver ſhould bring him the head of Camus 
Gracehus,ſhould receive for reward 1 it's weight 
4n gold. Sethwnleys undertakes the work, and 
.cuts of the head of Gracchus with the manit- 
feſt danger of his own life,and fills the hollow 
Places thereof with melted lead to have the 
more weight of-Gold. But my promiſes far 
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excecd this, being I give for leſs labour, and 
. for a trouble as' lipht'as a feather, an eter- 

nal weight of glory, nay, for a draught of 
water; for that which is but vile, and laſts 
but for a moment : I'give that which is of in- 
eſtimable price, and is to continue for all E- 
ternity. Withthat which is'no more worth 
then a Straw, thou mayſt purchaſe my glory, 
for all the felicities, all the riches, and Earth- 
ly delights are'no more then a Straw com- 
par'd toit. Certainly thou wouldſt look up- 
on him to bea meer fool, that would not give 
a chip for an hundred weight of Gold ; This 
is thy great folly O man ! thou wilt not go 
through the leaſt of difficultys,nor give a ſmal 
ſhare of thy worldly 'Subſtance to the poor 
and diſtreſs'd for the purchaſe of Heaven. 
* Cyrwto encourage his Soldiers in his war 
againſt the edes made them a Sumptuous 
Banquet, with a promiſe to give them Gold 
and Silver in abundance, if they had ſubduUd 
that effeminate Nation ; -if this motive was 
ſufficient to make a barbarous People prefer 
a doubtful reward before a certain and ha- 
Zardous labour ; why ſhould not a certain re- 
ward and infinitely greater then 'the labour 
provoke thee, and all mankinde to the con- 
queſt of Heaven ? Compare the banquet which 
Jam to toexhibit to all my belov'd in Hea- 
ven, unto that which Cyr#e gave unto - his 
$a gu orb ny oy __ whole 
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whole Army, the pleaſures of my Kingdom 
with the ttoubles, and diſpleaſures of this 
life, the joys above with the ſorrows below, 
the riches and treaſures of Paradiſe, with the 
little labour and pains which thou doſt take 
in my Service, and for which thou art pro- 
mis'd eternal glory as a reward, thou ſhalt 
finde as much difference as there is betwixt 
a dead body full of worms, ftench, and cor- 
ruption, and a glorious body, exceeding the 
Sun in brightneſs, the Heavens in beauty,and 
in ſweetneſs the moſt odoriferons and pureſt 
Roſes, or Lillies. Its therefore my Apoſtle 
ſays, that all which men can ſuffer in this life, 
is noway worthy of the glory which is en- 
tail'd upon my Ele&. No, the Stupendious 
mortifications and pennances of St. Simor 
Stylites, the Auſteritys of St. Romualdus, the 
poverty and nakedneſs of St. Francs, the ma- 
nifold torments and tortures of all the mar- 
tyrs, areno more in compariſon of my glory 
then is the taking up ofa Straw for the gain- 
ing of an Earthly Empire. 
' David declares that the firſt man that 
ſhould encounter the Jeb»ſeans, as being the 
moſt daring and warlike' of all his enemies, 
ſhould be made General, Joab hears of it, and 
 expos'd his life to obtain that honour at the 
price of his bloud. Saul offers his Daughter 
in marriageto him that ſhould overcome the 
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Giant Goliah;, David embraces the motion,& | 

Tights all danger to purchaſe ſo greata re- 

ward. Seneca wonder'd at what Soldiers did, 

and ſufer'd for fo ſhort and tranſitory King- 

doms asare thoſeof the world, and that not 

for themſelves neither, but for another,much 

mote might he wonder that the ſufferings & 

onda this life by which Chriſtians are to 

gain the Kingdom of Heaven, not for ſtran- 

gers, but for themſelves, ſhould ſeem ſo 

great and fo grievous unto them,as they make 

appear by their unwillingneſs to undergoe the 

leaſt trouble for ſo great a purchaſe. Bur 1 

Propoſito rhult attribute their failings herein to their 

bi gavdioittle eſtimate of fo precious a Jewel ; for had 
ne © | Roles 

cruc:m. they known the value of it as well as others 

Hcb. 12. have dohe, they would bid for it,as they did ; 

Matth. 13 or at lealt they would not paſs by ſo carcleſly 

PA. 3- a thing which they ſought 2G ſo carefully. 

Saint Paul ſays of me, that laying the joys of 

Heaven before my eyes, I ſuſtain'd the Croſs ; 

this ſhould be to all Chriſtians « main argu- 

ment of my great eſtimate of the matter, ſ{ec- 

' ing 1 would buy it at ſo dear a rate, and in- 

vite all men to go and ſell all they have to 

purchaſe this treaſure. St. Pavl is much of my 

'opinion,for he eſteems all the World as dung 

to the purchaſe of this precious gem and 

4mparted the ſame feeling to his worthy Difſ- 

ciple., and glorious martyr St. Ignatius. ma 
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Whit he is willing to give fot the pr tchisſs 
thereof : "Fire; Gallows, Beaſts, breaking of 
my bones, quarteringof my tebets, criſtt- 
ing of my body, all thetorments of the De- 
vil together ler them come upon me, ſo [ 


may enjoy this ineſtimable treaſure. St. F3-- Chyyf. 
cent Martyr was hothibg ifnferiditt tb hifh &- 7m. 5- 


ther in love, cotirage; preatfiefs bf thinds, 
ind fervour of Ipirit, hear hd Garing he 
ſpeaks to Darianis the Prefident, 21d Tet with 
whit joy,afhid Patiehce he ſer his tbrments. 
The Tyrant otders Him to Be hdift nþ hizh 
upon a Rack, and afttt v ſeetits way 48K'd 
him Where he was, to WHIch he anſWerd with 
a ſmiling countenance ; ] am 4lbft, and thence 
do deſpiſe thee, who art infolent 4nd puff a 
up with the power thon haſt upon Earth; Be- 
ing after menicd with mvre torments far ex- 
pk the crvelty 6f the foriner, he fail, 
me thinks Dacidms, thon doſt for. threaten, 
but court me with Whit 1 defire with all the 
powers and facylties of my Soul. And when 
they rote his ficſh with hooks and pinchers, 
and burnt him with firebratids, and flaming 
torches, he cry'd 6tt with joy, in vain thou 
wearieſt rhy felf Darianss,thou canſt not. ifma- 
ine torments ſo horrid Which I could not 

affer. Know theh O man ! that Priſons, 
PiritHers, Vurning plates of Tron, and death 
it elf are tintd $6vd Chriſtians gs. 
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rather then torments, and if thon beeſt of 
the number of them, thou wilt be likewiſe of 
the ſame opinion. 


MAN. 


[| am as much perplex'd, O Lord ! at thy 
diſcourſeas was the man of the Goſpel to 
hear his Maſter accuſe him of injuſtice, and 
threaten to turn him out of his Stewardihip 3 
Fodere What fhall I do,fays he, 1am aſham'd to beg, 
non valeo and I am not able to labour. This is my caie; 


- & mendi- Jamaſham'd to ſee my ſelf ſo remiſs in my 


---— Spd duty to thee, ſo unwilling to undergo the 
Lac, 16, 3.3K trouble to purchaſe thy glory, and ſo 
heedleſs of my own ſalvation, when I ſee 
Heathens perform ſuch great and heroick ex- 
Ploits even for the bare applauſe of the 
world, and for the blind approbation of 
their phantaftical Sea. 1 am aſham'd to ſee 
my ſelf ſo remote from virtug, ſo cold in de- 
votion, ſo prone to vice, ſo inconſtant in my 
good reſolutions, ſo averſs'd to afflictions 
and croſſes, when I hear a Pagan-Philoſopher 
that knows nothing of thy glory, nothing of 
the everlaſting happineſs of thy Kingdom, 
nothing of the unſpeakable reward of thy 
Bleſſed, and nothing of the eternal puniſh- 
ments which thou haſt decree'd for the wick- 
ed, tell me that there is not in-the ſcale of 
oo EW... J_ 
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nature a more inſeparable connexion of cauſe 
and effe&, then in the caſe of happineſs and 
virtue: nor any thing that more naturally 
produces the one,or more necellarily preſup- 
poſes the other. For, what 1s it to be happy, 
but for a man to content himſelf with his lot, 
in a chearful and quiet refignation to the ap- 
pointments of God ? All the actions of our 
lives ought to be govern'd with a reſpe& to 
good, and evil : and it is only Reaſon that 
diſtinguiſhes : by which reaſon we are in 
ſuch manner influenc'd as if a Ray of the Di» 
vinity were dipt in a mortal body ; and that's 
the perfe&tion of mankinde. 'Tis true, we 
have not the eyes of Eagles nor the Sagacity 
of hounds, nor if we had, could we pretend 
to eſteem our ſelves for any thing which we 
havein common with Brutes. What are we 
the better for that which is foreign to- us, 
and may. be given, and taken away ? As the 
Beams of the Sun irradiate the Earth, and yet 
remain where they were, ſo is it in ſome pro- 
portion with a holy minde;,that illuſtrates all 
our actions, and yet adheres to it's Original. 
Why do we not as: well commend: a Horſe 
for his glorious Trapings, as a man for his 
pompous additions ? how muck a braver 
Creature is a Lyon ( which by nature ought 


to be fierce, and terrible ) how much braver 
(I fay )he is in his natural horrour, then in 


his 
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c Ins? So that every thing in its pure 
Kiel pleaſes us beſt. It 1s # nok aan. oh 
bility, Riches, that c can juſtify a wicked man : . 
aor is it the want of all theſe can diſcredit pl 
go9d one, That's the Sovereign Blefling 
which makes the Profeſſor of 'it valuabſ ble 
without any thing elſe, and him that wants 
It contemPtihle, tho? he had all the world 
beſides. *Tjs pot the pginiting, gilding, or 

_ carving that makes a good Ship'; but if ſhe 

a nimble Sajler, tighr, and ſtrong, to en- 
dure the Seas, that's her excellency. "Tis the 
Edge and temper of the blade that makes a 

a2d Sword ; not the richneſs of the Scab- 

Bo "Tis even the ſame with man, *tis not 

money, or vaſt poſſeſſions, or eminent pla- 

ces, or great dignitys that makes him confi- 
derable, but his virtue alone. 

Ov. 9.19, IamaChriſtian, and by my profeſſion am 

20, 21;22-hound to be ferviceable to all people as far 

as mM ability can extend, and their neceflity 

JuireSIt ; it's therefore St. Faul ſays, tho? 
I be free from all men, yet have I made my 
ſelf Servant unto a!l, that I might gain the 
more. Unto the Jews, I becaime as a Jew, 
that I might gain them that are without law. 
To the weak became I as weak, that I might 
gain the weak z, In fine, Iam made all things 
to all men, chat | might by all means fave 
Lome. This is my incumbent duty, but alas! 

Fam 
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I am far ſhort of it, and this brings 4 blo 
on my face 3 when I ſee a yen ona 
preach and praice the fame. *Tis £ 
man's duty, ſays Severe, to make 
profitable to mankinde, if he can, to many; 
If not, to fewer ; if not {@ neither, to his 
neighbours, but however to hunfelf. 
here are two Republicks, a great O88, 
Which is bumane natyre z and a leſs, which 
is the place where we are born: fame ſervo 
both at atime z ſome only thegreater ; aid 
ſome again only the lefs : The greater may 
be ſery'd in privacy,Solitude,contempletion, 
& perchance that way better then any other: 
But it was th'intent of nazure however, that 
we fhould ſerve bath. A good man may {erye 
the Publick, his friend, and himflf goo, in 
any Statian: If ke be not for the Sword, 
let him take the Gown; af .the:Bar does nat 
agrce with him, Jet him4ry the 'Pulpit; If 
he be filenc'd abroad, let him-;give Counſel 
at-home ; and diſcharge the part of a faithful 
friend, and a Temperate companian. When 
he is no-longer a Citizen, heis yet a man 3 
the whole world. is. bis Country, and y- 
mane nature never wvants matter 40 work 
ppon.: But, it nothing wall ſerve a mann 
the .civil Governmept, unleſs he be prime 
Miniſter 3 or .in the Kyeld, hut to,command 
ia Chief, "*%is his own fault. The common 
Soldier, 
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Soldier, where he cann't uſe his hands, fights 
with his very looks ; his example, his en- 
couragement, his voice : and ſtands his 
ground even when he has loſt his. hands + 
and does ſervice too with his very clamour 
| that in any condition whatſoever, he fill 

diſcharges the duty of a good Patriot. Nay, 
he that ſpends his time well, even in a retire- 
merit, gives a great example : we may in- 
large indeed, or contraQ, according to the 
circumſtanees of time, place, or abilitys ; but 
above all things, we muſt be ſure to keep our 
felvesin a&ion ; for he that is ſloathful is 
dead even while he lives.All this is moſt con- 
ſonant to St. Pauls doarine; and to the feel- 
ings of all good Chriſtans, but alas !*tis quite 
contrary to what I practiſe (to my ſhame be 
it ſpoken ) and I much fear it will appear in 
judgment againft me in that dreadful day of 
thy juſt indignation and wrath. 

O Lord ! thou haſt made me a watch-man 
unto the houſe of 1frael, & haſt laid a ſtri& 
obligation on me to depreſs vice, and hin- 
der the growth thereof, within the precinas, 
of my JurisdiQtion, as well by word, as by 
g00d examples z but alas! unfaithful, and 
cow-hearted wretch as I am, for fear of 1oo- 
ſing a Benefice, or incurring the diſpteaſare 
of great Perſons, of whom 1 depend for a 
livelyhood, I filence their faults, and wink 

TY NS Waky at 


CTY © 5 ww 


at their debaucheries, which certainly. will 


redound to my grand confuſion, and the ra- 
ther, becauſe that. Pagans have ated. other- 
wiſe. Was thereever ſo deſperate a ſtate, as 
that of Athens under the thirty Tyrants 3 
where it was capital to be honeſt ; and thg 
Senate-houſe turn'd into a Colledge of Hang- 
men ; never was government ſo wretched, 
and ſo hopeleſs; and yet Socrates at the ſame 
time preach'd Temperance to the Tyrants, 
and courage to the reſt : and afterwards dy'd, 
an eminent example of manlineſs and reſolu- 
tion, and a Sacrifice for the common good. 
"Tis not the part ofa wiſeman, ſays ano- 
ther pagan, to ſtand ſhifting, and fencing 
with fortune, but to oppoſe her bare-fac'd ; 
for he is ſufficiently convine'd, that ſhe can 
do him no hurt : ſhe may take away his Ser- 
vants, Poſſeflions, Dignities, &c. She may 
aſſault his body, put out his eyes, cut off his, 
hands,& ſtrip him of all external comfortsof 
life. But what does all this amonnt to, more 
then the recalling of a Truſt, which he has 
receiv'd, with condition to deliver it up a- 
gain upon demand ? Helooks upon himſelf 


. as precarious, and.only lent to himf:1f, and 
. yet hedocs-not value himſelf ever the leſs, 


becauſe he is not his own ; but takes ſuch care 
asan honeſt man ſhould do of a thing that is 
committed to him in Truſt, Whenſoever Ke 
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that lent me my ſelf, and what T hay, hall 
call for all back again, "tis nat a.loſs, but a 
reftitution ; and I muſt WIunghy deliver up 
what moſt undeſeryedly was beſtow'd upon 
me; and it will become me to return my 
minde better then I receiy*d it. QO my Soul ! 
wouldf thou not take this diſcour'e to be the 
produds of a patient Job on his dynghil, 
in his mournful Addreſſes to God ; or the 
expreſſions of ſome eminent and illuminate 
Saint in the deſert, rather then the words of 
an heathen Philoſopher ; but what if thoy 
ſeeſt this ſupereminent doQrine practis'd by 
another of the ſame Set ? will it, not con- 
found thy infatiate defire of Earthly riches, 
thy great negleCt of thy own Salvation, and 
the little value thou putſt upon Heaven, and 
it's everlaſting pleaſures ? 
Demetrius ypon the taking of 4ſegara,ask'd 
Stilpo the Philoſopher what he had loſt : no- 
thing ſays he, for I had all that I conld call 
my own about me. And yet the enemy had 
then made himſelf the maſter of his Patrimo- 
ny, his Children, and his Country : But 
theſe hc look'd upon only. as adventitious 
goods, and under the command of Fortune : 
Now he that neither loſt any thing,nor fear'd 
any thing in a publick ruine, but was fate, 
and at peace, in the middle of the flames, and 
in the heat of a military da and 
ury 5 
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fury ; what vislence, or provoation imazis 
nable, can put ſuch a man as rhis out of the 
poſſeſſion of himſelf ? Walls, and Caſttes 
may be min'd and batter'd 3 bur.there is ns 
art, or Engin, that cag ſubvert a ſteady: 
minde - | have made my way (ſays Srilpo ) 
through fire, and bloud 5 what is become 
_ of my Wife and Children, I know not; but 
they are tranſitory bleſſings & Servants like- 
wiſe that are accuſtomed to chinve their ma- 
ſters ; what was my own before, is my owh 
{till ; fome have loſt their Eſtates; others 
their dear bought Miſtrefles ; their Commiſ- 
ſions and Offices ; the Uſurers have loſt their 
Bonds and ſecurities ; but; Demerrizs, for my 
part,l have fay'd all : & do not imagine after 
all this, either that Demetrius is a coriquer- 
our, or that Srilpo is overcome. "Tis only thy 
fortune has been too hard for mine. Alexan- 
der took Babylon ; Scipio took Carthage ; the 
Capitol was burit : but there's no fire or vio- 
lerice that can diſcompoſe a generons minde - 
Some perhaps will take this CharaCter for a 
Chimera ;. but they are groſfsly miſtaken, for 
all ages afford ſomie;tho not ſo many inſtances 
of this elevated virtue. A good man will do 
his duty let it be never ſo painful, fo lazard- 
ous, or never ſd great a loſs to him ; and 1c 
is t1ot all the money;the power and che plea- 
fars in the world 3 no not any force, or ne- 
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ceſlity,that can make him wicked; Hear what 


1 Mach. 2.the noble and daring Matharhias ſays in the 


open Streets of Maden,tho? all ſhould a& con- 
trary tothe law of their Anceſtors to obey 
the King Artiochus, and comply with his 
commands, yet I, with my Children, and 
Brothers , will continue faithfull and obe- 
dient to our Fore-fathers Law, even to the 
loſs of our Eſtates, and Lives ; he conſider'd 
what he was to do, not what he was to ſuf- 
fer, and kept on his courſe,tho? there ſhould 
be nothing butGibbits, and Torments in the 
way. ) 
The Philoſopher I but now ſpoke of, is a- 
nother inſtance of it; I mean S:i/po, who, 
when he had loft his Country, his Wife, his 
Children, the Town on fire above his head, 
himfelf ſcaping very hardly, and naked out 
of the flames, I have ſav'd my Goeds ſays he, 


 whichare,my Juſtice,myCourage,my Tempe- 


rance,myPrudence;fhewing by this how much 
eafter 1t was to overcome a Nation, then ore 
Wiſe man. It 1sa certain mark of a brave 
minde ( ſays another Pagan Philoſopher) not 
to be mov*'d by any Accidents, and brings 
this Preſident to make good his argument : 
The upper Region of the Air admits neither 
clouds, nor Tempeſt, ; the Thunder,Storms, 


.. and Meteors, arefram'd below ; and this is 
the difference betwixta mean, and an exalt- 


ed 


was | Ow 
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ed minde : The former is rude, and tumul- 
cuary ; the latter is modeſt, venerable, com- 
pos'd, and always quiet in his tation. In a | 
word, it is the conſcience that pronounces 
upon the man whether he be happy or miſe- _ 
rable. Sacriledge and Adultery are generally 
condemn'd, yet how many are there ſtill that 
do not ſo much as bluſh at the one; and in 
truth, that. take a glory in the other ? There 
1s nothing more common, then for great 
Thieves toride in triumph, when the little 
ones are puniſh'd. But let wickedneſs ſcape 
as it may atthe Bar, It never fails of doing 
Juſtice upsn ir ſelf; for every guilty perſon 
is his own hangman. 

O moſt gracious Saviour ! the Godly feel- 
ings, and the heroick exploits of theſe Hea- 
then Philoſophers have already ſo confound- 
ed me that 1 have not a word to fay in my 
own defence, and do very much apprehend 
that my confuſion will be far greater in the 
day of thy wrath, when they ſhall all appear 
as evidences againſt me, and Judge me wor- _ 
thy to be their, footſtool in Hell for an Eter- Pore: it- 
nity, and to be trampled on, like the mire of lum incon- 
the ſtreers, becauſe they did better things af. ©v!cario- 
{;ſed only by the feeble light of nature, then aa gry 
I have perform'd having the powerful afſiſt- waar 
ance of thy Grace. St. Paul offers me the ſame ſz. ro. 6. 
means that himſelf took to prevent ſo horrid -tieo 


O 3 8 confuſion, 
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in ſervitu- a confaſion, I keep my, body under, and bring 
ing pos it to ſubjetion : leſt that by any nieans when 
te cum a- 1, bave preach'd to others, I my ſelf ſhould be 
lis predi- a caſt-away; but alas? this remedy is in a 
caverim, manner as hard to meas the difeaſe, for cer- 
«9g < tainly it, would ſhorten my days to'be always 
Tm If proper, i woeplie ouBeity watching, 
1Gr.9.27. lying perpetually upon the ground, wearing 
| of Rairetorh night Ac day. y And beſides St. 
Azz Hom, Auguſtin tells me, it is not enough to do all 
ult, ex 55. this, to change my life, and to, defiſt hanker- 
s* - ingafter vice, but1 muſt of neceſſity make at- 
toneraent to God for my paſt Sins by the con- 
ſtant and: dayly pradtife of ſorrowfnl ' Pen- 
nance, hymble fighs, contrition of heart,and 
S&. Gyr. 1: E giving Alims. And the, reaſon St. Cyprian 
by by 1 gives for it, is, that a prevalent and tedious 
s. Epiſt.ad Medicine muft be apply'd to a deſperate and 
Cornel, deep ſore, and that the Pennance muſt be of 
as long. continuance, as was the- fault. St, 
Hierom is much. of the fame opinion, for he 
Exiſt, 5. Will have our long and finfull paſtime to be 
ad Euftch.expiated with as long/lamentations and ſor- 
- row, he will have 'opr ſoft linnen, and filk" 
apparel, to be chang'dinto a ſharp hair-cloth, 
And St. Ambroſe ſays poſitively thatas a gregt 
Ambr. ad malady, requires a long courſe. of Phyſick, ſo 
og. api” great offences muft of neceſlity' be eleans'd! 
wn... withalong, continn'd, Penance,” and often 


* 
” 


reiterated aQs of Contrition. 
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What ſhall I d6 in this caſe; my dear Savi- Quid faci- 
our ! . L know the remedies, which thy Holy 2 _— 
Dodors preſcribe,are moſt wholeſorne fot iny 19 75-22 


mendicare 


« 


Soul, but [am notable. to ſwallow fuch bitter eruveſco. 

Pills; & on the other ſide I am in a ſtrange Lec. 16. 3. 

confuſion, to ſee my. felf ont-done by Pagans 

everin the maſt eſſential parts of Chriſttani- 

ty ; for they have more love for virtne, and 

a far greater abhorrence' of. Sin then I have. 

Ariſtotle declares , it were better to'dy, then 4riftor. z. 

do any thing againſt the good of virtue, #©- 
Seneca, and Peregrinm are more reſolute in 

the matter; Tho? | were certain, ſays tho 

_ former, that men ſhould never know it, and 

that God would-pardot: me-: yet I would not 

offend him for the filthinefs of ſinzno,ſays tlie 

latter ;_for there isnothidg can happen units 

man-marse horrible, and more deſtructive of 

his fame and fortune then to commit a Sim. 

Nay cven-thoſe Philoſophers, who'deni'd the'p;,,, ;, 

immortality. of the Son], and-the' ProvidentepDemetrrio, 

of God, wefe'of Opinion that. nothing,: no- 

not even the loſs of his life ſhonld oblige a 

manto commit it.. And there have been ſome,: '- 

who-haveſuffer'd great extremitys to decline 

a. Vicious-a ©. Deridcles was one-of them, for \ 

he choos'd;, to be boil'din ſealding; water ra» 

ther then give his -conſent/ tor Sin. Fertrerius 

concety'd ſoigreat # horrour againft uiicteati- 

p8l6,: that he ſuffer*dPriſoti, whips and other 

Ws - .. moſt 
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moſt rigorous torments rather then he would 


- fin againſt chaſtity. O my Sovl ?"if the mani- 


Deſcen- 


fold and rare examples '.of Heathens, the 
Maſculine courage, and great exploits of Pa- 
gans, the powerful and zealous'exhortazions 
of Sainrs.be/not able to move thee to a ſpee- 
dy reſolution of amendment, te labour hard- 
ly for an eternal weight of glory, whilſt thou 
baſt time, andtoſecurethy felf from falling 


dantin In- into the everlaſting and inſufferable torments 
fernum vi» of Hell by making a plentiful proviſion of 


Ventes. 
P}. 54+ 16s 


good works In'the days of thy life ; let the 
Holy. Ghoſt atleaſt perſwade thee to under- 


\ take ſo good and ſo beneficial a work, he ex- 


Pres. 20. 


horts thee to learn of the Emmet how to pro- 
vide in the heat of Summer - againſt ' rhe cold 
of Winter : Run about, ſays he, make haſt, 
ſtir up thy ſelf, give no 1leep unto thy eyes, 
let not thy;eye-lids lumber ; Skip ont as a 


. Doe from the” hands of + him that holds her ; 


and: as a Bird our of the' hand of the Fouler : 
Go unto theEmmet (thou'ſloathful-man)and 
confider her doings, and learn'to be wiſe ; 


_ ſhe laving no guide, no teacher, or Captain; 


provides» meat for her ſelf in the Summer ;. 
296 heaps:together in the Harveſt,that'which 
12ay ierveher to feed upon in the winter. 


+ The floathfal man, fays he again; will not 


ſaw in the winter ; for that is cold,& there- 
tore ſhall beg in the Summer, -and no/ man 
TOM 4." A 
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ſhall take pity of him. O my Soul! this is the 
very misfortune that came upon the rich \ 
Glutton, he forgot to provide for his Souf 
in this world, he fed himſelf with all the ya- 
rieties that Gold and Silver could purchaſe, 
and had no compaſſion of the' poor - but now 
he ſtarves in Hell with hunger, and dyes with 
thirft and none has compaſſion of him. O my 
Saviour ! giveus [ beſcech theo a fall diſcourſe 
upon this Subjet, for that or nothing will 
do the work with me. | | 


SAVIOUR. 


Man! thou muſt know that I am great/Me non w- 
and wonderful in all my works, great mebiris, & 


F ? res ”—_ Y-.:-,5a facie 
in the creation of man, great in ſubmitting\ea non 


all creatures to his dispoſition & power,to' beqolebicis, 
us'd by him at will, great in bringing out of qui poſui 
nothing what wonders of nature thou ſceft Me 
dayly before thy eyes,great in ſappreſling ther; pro- 
raging waves of the Seas, and ſetting boundy ceprum 
to that tumultuary and aſpiring Element, ſempicer- 
which theſe ſo many thouſand years haven oo 
_ withſtood its frequent and furioys attacks, 1;ecivic 2 & 
am greatind wonderful alſo in ordering &'inumeſs/+. | 
Hell andan Eternity of tormentsfor all thoſe cen flu-!7 | 
that dye in my diſpleaſure. Iam an Omnipo-77 Ca 
tent God. in all my aQions, omnip "tent IN Count "MM 
- my wrath; omnipotent in my: Juſtice; andillud. 7*r. J 
ME. -—  , . omnipotent 52% ' » 
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omnipotent likewiſe in the puniſhment whick 
4 do infli& upon the wicked. It's therefore 
pallet ays, O man! fear ye not the 
Lord, and wilt thou not tremble in his pre- 
ſence who has plac'd the land for the. bound 
of the Sea, by a perpetual decree that.it can't 
afs it.zand tho” the waves thereof toſs them- 
elves, yet can they not prevail; tho? they 
roar, yet can they not paſs over it :: as if he 
had faid, baſk thou not a great deal of reaſon 
to dread the Arm of ſo pewerful a God,whoſe 
omnipotency is ſufficiently diſcover'd by this 
prodigious work. And if he be fo great in all 
his works, thou muſt likewiſe acknowledge 
him.to. be great.in thechaſtiſement of Sinners. 
The fame Prophet: was. Innocent and free 
frond. the-leaft ſpot of Sin, being. SanQif'd 
in;his Mathers womb, yet he trembles at the 
very. noiſe of my Severity to Sinners, and 
fays;there is none like unto thee,O Lord,thou 
rt great. and thy name is great in might ; 
Who. would not fear thee O King of Nations, 
for to. thee does: it appertain : For as. much: 
--a$among all the wiſemen of.the. Nations,and 
In all their Kingdoms, there is none like un- 
to thee.. My heart is repleniſh'd with.the fear 


.. +» ofthy wrath, and therefore have: ſequeſter'd 


my. felf frqm the. converſe ofall men,. into a. 


"= © remote wilderneſs to-prevent: thy fury, and. 


 ,- _ appeaſe.thy-Anger with ſorrow, with Sighs, 


and 
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aad with a continual flogd of tears. Tho? this Terram, gs 
holy man was certain that my - Indignation f*<1s cam. 
and wrath was not againſh him, yet ſeeing Kage 
{o. great, and ready; to fall with all its weight moaces, 
upon the criminal and guilty heads of Sin+& fami- | 
ners, he bad. no lefs then cauſeto tremble,be-8905-E/a; 
1ng that even my looks put the: Earth. in Sera & 
quaking fit, and make the Mountains, groan, Cotumnz 
nay, they make the Stars, and/even the Pil: Coli pa-. 
lars of Heaven to. tremble ;, they are aſto-"<*t> & 
niſh'd at my reproof ; and why: not, being ey. 
that the Angels, and Archangels, the Cheru-nucum <4us 
bins and Seraphins, the Principalities and 0.26.1: 
Pawers of Heaven, are all _ WOW: Ic _ lx 
mazement at. the very aſpett'of my moſt... 
dreadfyl Ma jeſry andangry countenance'z notplapzeius, 
that-they fear to be:depriv'd: 06 their glory, mors & 
but. becauſethe | greatnefs.of my, indignation 24s, " 
is ſuch, that they-can't bat he aſconiſhd atone © 


4gne come 


the very ſight 'of: me., By. this: thou: mapſtburctur, 
Judge, in what a deplorable: condition: /theguia fortis 
Damn'd wilt be, for: theſe are- the nnbappy:t Domi- 
wretches which ateito feel.the. weightof: BYqui Jo 
wrath; all theip pigs ſhall come upon.themetbic illam 
m one day, everlaſting death, mourningand4/.c 18.8. 
famine, ſhall be their inheritance: forever. = 
they: ſhall” be” utterly burnt with fire; for 
frong is the LordiGodiwho judyeth them. / ' 

- My Apoſtle hada ſufficient! tryal ofimy! 
Strength when I farc'® him! ont of the ways 
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Horren- of iniquity,and of a Perfecutor of Chriſtians, 
dumeft | made him the Defender, and powerful pro- 
50 mms Moter of Chriſtianity z therefore, he ſays it's 
Dei viven- @ fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
ds. 6.10. living God, not into the hands of men, for 
3t- '' they are'not ſo powerful, burcriminals may 
fly from their violence,and decline from their 
anger, moreover they have not the authority 
to caft a Soul into the Dungeon of Hell ; It's 
thereforel ha@ warn'd my Diſciples not to 
fear them whichy kill the Body, and are not 
able to kill the Soul, but rather to fear him 
whichis able to deſtroy both Soul and body 
in Hell; And theſe are the hands' which my 
Apoſtle callsdreadful; they are them alſo that 
the wiſe man ſpeaks of, where he ſays, unleſs 
ye do pennance, and giye that flender atrone- 
ment of tears," and of a hearty grief to God 
for your ſins, 'ye ſhall undoubtedly fall into 
- the hands of the Lord,and not jnto the hands 
of men. By what isalready faid, thou mayff 
eaſily conclude, that as Iam omnipotent,and 
great in my power, in my Majeſty, and inall | 
my works, I am-the ſame in my wrath,in my 
"Juſtice, and in the puniſhment Which have 
decreed forthe Damned. .. 

_ If thou wilt examine Scripture thou ſhalt 
- inde there ſuch dreadful effe&s of my Juſtice 
"upon the wicked, even in this life, which is 
the only ſeaſon for Mercy, that thou hor + 

£ orc 
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fore'd to confeſs that the pains of Hell myſt 

be as intollerable as they are unſpeakable, and 

that it were better for the dam'd they had ne- 

ver been born, then. to endure them for an '# 

Eternity without any hopes 'of redemprion, 

or of the leaſt abatement. What a terrible 

puniſhment was that of Dathban, and Abiram, 

and of all their Complices, in the ſight of thar 

numerous People of 1/-ael, at the requeſt of 

my Servant Moſes, to vindicate his innocen- 

cy, and puniſh the wrong which was intend- 

ed to him by thoſe Peoples riſing in Rebellion 

againſt him, 1 commanded the Earth to open 

its bowels and to ſwallow them alive, to- 

gether with all their Earthly ſubſtance down 

into the bottomleſs pit of Hell, which was 

no ſooner commanded, then put in execn- 

tion. The puniſhment of Sedom and Gomorah, 

(it well conſider'd ) is ableto terify the ſtout- 

eft Bully that ever appear*d on the Stage of 

this world, to mollify his obdurate heart, 

and force from his month (Lord what wilt 

thou have me do ) They were ſo much addt- 4 ne 

cted to that brutiſh pleaſare, and ſordid Sin vis facere. 

of the fleſh, that they muſt attempt even up- 4#. g. 6. 

on my very Angels, and ftriveto make them 

the ſubject of their Luſt ; this was a general 

corruption, and therefore requir'd a general 

chaſtiſement, their Sins cry?d for vengeance, 

and tho” I was ſollicited by my Servant Abra- Gen.19.24- 
an 


Deut. 28. 
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is —_ 
toſpare their lives for the fake of ten Jift 
men, (knowing there was none but Lor). who 
was already ſecured, and under the ſafepuard 
of my Angels; I pour'd down wild-fire, and 
brimſtone upon them, and caſt them head- 
long into Hell-fire, there to increaſe the fa- 
tal number of the damn'd, and to become 
partakers of their torments, as they had been 
of their crimes on Earth. Didſt thou ever hear 
ſuch terrible menaces as are Tet. down in De»- 
teronomy, .and which were exactly put in ex- 
ecution againſt the tranſgreſſours of my Law. 
Hear how the Prophet ſpeaks to them in my 
behalf? Curſed ſhalt thou be in the City, and 
Carſed ſhalt thou be in the field. Curſed 
ſhalt thon be when thou comeſt in, & carſed 
ſhalt thou be when thou goeſt out. The Lord 
ſhall ſend upon thee curſing,/ vetation & re- 
buke,in all that thou ſet'ſ thine hand unto for 
todo, untill thou be deſtroyed,and until thon 
periſh quickly, becauſe of the wickedneſs of 
thy doings, whereby thou haſt forſaken me. 
The Lord ſhall ſmite thee with a Conſumpti- 
on, and with a Fever, and with an inflaraati- 
on, and with an extream burning, and with 
the ſword, and with blaſting, and they ſhall 
purſue thee until thou periſh, Thy Carcaſe 
ſhall be meat unto all Fowls of the Air, and 
unto the Beaſts of the Earth, and no man ſhall 
fray them awey. The Lord will ſmite _ 
wit 
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with the botch of Egypr, and with the Eme- 
rods, and yith the Scab, and with the Itch, 
whereof thou ſhalt not be heal'd. The Lord 
ſhall ſmite thee with madneſs, and blinednefs, 
and aftoniſhment of heart. Thou ſhalt grope 
at noon-day, as the blinde grope in darkne 
and thou ſhalt not proſper ia thy ways : an 
thou ſhalt be oppreſs'd, and ſpoil'd ever- 
more, and no-man ſhall ſave thee. Thou ſhalt 
ſerve thine Enemies, which the Lord ſhall 
ſend againft thee, in hnnger, and in thirf, 
and in nakedneſs, and in want of all things: 
and he ſhall put a yoak of Iron about thy neck, 
until he have deſtroy'd thee. The Lord ſhall 
bring a Nation againſt thee from far, from 
the end of the Earth,as ſwift as the Eagle flys, 
and fhall beſfiege thee in all thy gates, until 
thy higk: and fenc*d-walls come down, where- 
in thou truſteſt ; and thou ſhalt eat the fruis 
of thy own; body, the fleſh of thy Sons, and 
of thy Daughters (which the Lord thy God 
has given thee ) in the Siege, and in the 
ſraitneſs wherewith thine Enemies ſhall di- 
ſtreſs thee : fo that tlie man that is tetider a- 
meng you, andvery delicate, his eye ſhall be 
evil towards his Brother; and towards the 
Wife. of his boſom, and towards the remaant 
of his Children which he ſhall leave: {o'that 
he will not give toany of them of the fleſh/ of 
his- Children whom he fhall eat : breagns 8 

as 
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hasnothing left him iti the Siege, and in the 
ſtraitneſs wherewith thine Enemys $hall di- 
ſtreſs thee 'in all thy gates. The tender and 
delicate: Woman among you, which would 
not; adventure to ſet the Sole of her foot up- 
on the ground, for delicateneſs and tender- 
neſs, hereye ſhall be evil towards the Hus- 
band of her boſom, and towards her Son, & 
towards her Daughter, and towards her 
young one that cometh out from between her 
feet, and towards her Children which ſhe 
ſhall bear - for ſhe ſhall eat them for want of 
all things ſecretly in the Siege, and ſtraitneſs 
wherewith thine enemy ſhall diſtreſs thee in 
thy gates. 

Certainly theſe are moſt horrible & dread- 
fol puniſhments, yet' they, and many more 
ſuch like chaſtiſements, which I have heap*d 
upon the wicked ; even in this life, for their 
Sins, are no more "then a very imperfe& ſha- 
dow, and figure of what the damn'd do fut- 
fer in Hell, for there my Juſtice ſhall a& to 
its full extent, and rigour againſt rhoſe that 
made nothing of my mercy in this life. If the 
ſhaddow be ſo dreadful, what will the reali- 
ty be? If now my Juſtice, having a mixture 
of mercy with. it, and if the Chalice of my 
wrath temper'd with the water of my Grace, 
ſeems notwithſtanding, ſo intollerable bitter, 
what will it be when'it ſhall come violently 


vpon 
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thoſe unfortunate Souls without, any mixture , 


at all of my: mercy,? When I ſhall Judge in £/z. F 


 meaſvre, againſt meaſyre,as the Prophet ſays, 


when I ſhall exerciſe Judgment.in weight, in /** 25 
Juſtice, and .meaſure, when I ſhall pay them ,,,e. 20. 
home according to their particular works,and g 22. 


according to the inventions of their deprav'd. 


and rebellious hearts ; when 1 ſhall command p/al- 27: 
the Infernal Spirits to chaſtiſcall, and each of, & 51- 
them according to their demerits ? when 1 Apzc.\18: 


ſhall give them. this charge of Babylov, now 
thrown down into the Lake : Look how much 
ſhe has glorifi'd her ſelf, and how long ſhe has 
liv'd in delights, ſo much torments and affli- 
ctions give. her, and continue her the ſame 
entertainment for ever, without affording 
her the leaſt comfort, or refpit of eafe.. _ 
The Holy Fathers, and DoQtors. of my 
Church, grounded upon my word, believe a 
variety, of torments in Hell for the Damn'd, 
according to the . variety of the Sins, which, 
they had committed in their Life ; for the. 
Adulterer ſhall have one kinde of torment, the, 
Murtherer another, the Thief another ; tha 
Drunkard another, the Lyer . another ; and. 
the relt accordingly. The Proud ſhall be trod- 
den under the. feet of Devils, and box'd by. 
every one that. meets him, with a Sirrah to 
boot,' thon haſt damn?'d thy Soul for a point 
of Honour, And thou Lady of pleaſure, for 
P a Pains 
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* 


a Paint and a wath for thy face and hands for- 


footh, to make them look white, : plump, and 


ſmooth to the view of 'thy- Gallants, haſt 
made thy Soul as black as.even our maſter De- 
vil. O whata killing reproach will this be! 
The Glutton ſhall have for'his morning and 
evening drink, fire, hail, ſnow, froft, the 
ſpirit of Tempeſt, ſeaſon'd with the unſuf- 
ferable Stench of fo many Millions of damn'd 


"rotten roſted Carcaſes ; St, Bonaventare will 


Fob, 20, 


tell thee, that if one only body of the damn'd 
were brought into the world, and laid in a- 
ny part or corner thereof, it were ſufficient 
to infet the whole Earth. Thou mayft Judge 
by this what a dreadful potion the Glutton 
is to have in Hell ; the Drunkard alſo ſhall 
have a full ſhare of the ſame Cup. The deli- 
cious mouth ſhall be filPd up with Gall, and 
the delicate body fear'd with hbot-burning 1- 
rons. O man ! take notice how well the Do- 
crine of my Church agrees with the Dictates 
of the Holy Ghoſt, for ſpeaking of the wick- 
ed, he ſays, the bread in his belly ſhall be 
turn'd into the Gall of Serpents : He ſhall 
be conſtrain'd to vomit ont again the Riches 
which he had devour'd : God ſhall pull them 
forth of his belly : He ſhall be conſtrain'd to 
ſuck tbe galls of Cockatrices, and the tongues 
of Adders ſhall ſlay him : He ſhall bear the 
imart ofall that ever he has done: and 5 tr 
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ſhall he not be conſum'd; bnt ſhall ſuffer acs 
cording tothe multi tude of all his deyices: 
Theſe words ſhew plainly that wicked men 
fhall ſulfer particular torments for their par+ 
ticular crimes, as Gluttony, Extortion, Op- 
preſlion, &c. And that theſe torments ſhall. 
be far beyond the expreſſion of any mortal 
tongue ; what ſhall 1 ſay of the rontinuance, 
and length thereof, which is another circum- 
Rance no leſs. terrible then the former, for. 
their torments ſhall. bs of the ſame extent 
with Eternity, which has no end, and with- 
all there ſhall be no poſſibility of. any jot of 
help, caſe, intermiſſion, relaxation, reſpira- 
tion, or comfort ;z And this is ſignif*d by my 
words ſo often repeated. The Damn'd ſhall Lidatis 
be caſt into Hell, bound hand and foot : thar manibus 
is without all ability of reſiſtance or ftrug- ele ung 
ling againſt their, torments, . The- dreadful —_ in te- 
ſhutting vp of the gate, which I fore-told i In nebras ex- 
- adoleful manner, and witha heavy heart, is a *criores. 
ſufficient: evidence of it ; Clauſa eſt Jan's : jr 9, 12. 
The gate is ſhut up, and made faſt for ever : 
that is to ſay, in Hell, the gate of all mercy, ya, 26. 
of all pardon, of all eaſe, of all intermiſſion, 
of all comfort, is ſhut up for ever 3 There is 
none IH be expected from Heaven,none from 
Earth, none from the Creatour z' and none 
from all the Creatures, no, were they thy 
deareſt friends, and neareſt relations, there 
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i5no confolition to be hop'd for, but ex- 
Luc, 16, Eream deſolation for all Eternity. Thou haſt 
a lively expreſſion hereof in that dreadful Pa- 
rable of the rich Glutton in Hell ; ſee to what 
an extream neceſlity he'was driven, to deſire 
#fter fo pittiful a manner that Lazarys might 
dip the top only of his finger in water to cool 
his tongue therewith, in the midſt of that 
icorching fire wherein he was tormented,and 
yet This fmall favour, this {lender requeſt 
would not be granted to him. O ye rich of 
the world, that make your Gods your trea- 
fures, conſider ſeriouſly the ſeverity of 
Redde ra- my Juſtice 3 what a ſtri& account you are to 
tionem otye me of all your expences, how and after 
vilicatio- what. manner you have ſpent the leaſt ſar- 
nis ru#F. . 
Lac, 16, 2, thing - confider allo what torments you ſhall _ 
ſuffer in Hell, if you have imploy?d your 
_ wealth, as this unfortunate glutton had done, 
to pamper up'your bodys, without any re- 
gard to your Souls. And let this conſidera- 
Ttion move you to” the perfe& amendment of 
your lives, now while you do live, and the 
gate of my mercy is open to you : This is the 
only time wherein you may avoid all thoſe 
everlaſting misfortunes ; now 1s the only ſea- 
fon to prevent my indignation & wrath ; if 
you be wiſe, you will not delay a matter of 
fach great importance, for you do not know 
what will become of you to morrow, _ 
wat 
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what you may be an hour hence : Do not Noli tz 
harden your hearts, asthe people of Iſrael bdware 
did in -the provocation, & as in the day 0! a bag 
temptation in the wilderneſs, Teſt 1 ſwear 1n pjal.gg. 8. 
my wrath that you ſhall not enter into my refk. 
If Pharaoh had reſoly'd an amendment while 
Moiſes was with him, how fortunate'a Crea- 
ture had he been ? If the rich Ghurton had ta- 
ken the time while Lazar lay at his door, 
how bleſled a man had he made himſelf ? He 
was foretold his miſery (as you are now ) by 
Mojſes and other Prophets according to my 
direftions; but he'would not take notice of 
their words, he gave no car to their exhor- 
tations ; but ſoon after he fell into {ach de- 
teſtation of his own folly, that he would 
needs have Lazarrs ſent from: Abrahams bo- 
ſom unto his Brethren in the world, to warn 
them of his crror,and evil conſequences there- 
of. But Abraham anſwer'd, it was to no pur- 
poſe ; in as much as they would give no cre- 
dit to Lazarus, but rather ſtone him to death 
for diſpracing their honour?d deceas'd Bro-. 
ther by revealing his torments. The wicked 
men now alive' would donoleſs to' any that 
ſhonld tell them of their Parents and Friends ' 
being tormented in Hell for ſach offences as 
themſelves are guilty of. What could I do 
more to ſave their Souls, then to ſend them 
Preachers and Teachers to give them neceſlſz- 
£1 10 JOKED 2; he ILINEES . 
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ry inſtruQions to work their Salvation. They 
were ofren told that leading the life they do, 
they can't avoid the misfortune of this unhap- 
Py wretch; they know, or ought to know 
that many, before them have. been damn'd for 
leſs matters, They cann't- chooſe but know, 
that they muſt ſhortly dy, and receive them- 
ſelves, as they receiv'd living as they did, or 
rather worſe, They are often told that the 
pains prepar'd for the wicked are intollera- 
ble and eternal too. They do acknowledge 
them ro be moſt | unfortanate, that for any 
pleaſure, or intereſt of this world have run 
the hazard of their own Salvation, and have 
made themſclves the worthy objets of my 

: everlaſting indignation z and yet they: con- 

An diviti- tinue their wicked courſe. of life, deſpiſing 

9s bovite: the riches of my goodneſs and forbearance,S 

ket long ſuffering, not knowing that 'my good- 

mi acem neſs leads them to repentance but after their 

conremnis harden?d and impenitent hearts, they trea- 

2gnorans fyre up unto themſelves wrath againſt the 
enipnitas OA) of wrath, and revelation of my; righte- 

Dei ad ous Judgment, who wil render to them ac- 

pznirenti- cording to their deeds; 

amicac- Tellme O man! who. ever would. be fo 
pt uf earneſt to heap up a treaſure, .as not to. let 
aurem du- One day paſs without adding ſomething to it; 
riciam tu- and that for the ſpace of fifty or threeſcore 
am & iM- vers, ſure he would then at the opening of his 
pz:utens © trunks 
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trunks, finde a vaſt treaſure 5 this is thy caſe, cor tuum 
'O unfortunate wretch ! doſt thou not know owns 
that there is not a day, or an hour-that paſſes;, je jr 
wherein thon doſt-not increaſe the treaſure & revala- 
of my wrath, which is reſerved: for thy de- cionis juſti | 
ſtryRion 4; and which is augmented by every _r 
Sin thou doſt commit 3/ every laſcivious look ,.,4..* 
thou giveſt, every unclean thought, every unicuique 
impure deſire, thy hatred, thy revenge, thy ſecundum 
great oaths, thy perjurys, thy blaſphemys, 2Þ"* ©" 
with the reſt of thy wicked doings, which & _ 
are enough to fill up a vaſt volumeand going * - 
on thus for the ſpace of fo many years ; how 
immenſe muſt be the treaſure of my wrath 
againſt thee, if thou dieſt impenitent? Thou 
muſt know that I am'thy God,and'thy Judge 
too, conſequently that my duty is to take 
care that the puniſhment be-equal to the 
offence, and ſatisfaQory to the perſon offend- oy & bo: 
ed; Thou haſt froden me nnder -foot, and -Y 
haft counted the blood of the covenant crucif, 
wherewlth thou wert ſancifh'd, an unholy 8cxres fr- 
thing, and haft done deſpite unto the ſpirit Ma Ipits 
of my grace; nay, thou haſt often crucifd & gfe; 
me to thy ſelf, and pat me to an open ſhame, habentes 
wherefore as I am infinite in all 'my Attri- #*%- 5. 6, 
butes, and in all reſpes, thy pains muft be EMS nl 
likewiſe infinite in all manner of rigour. cax, & "<7 

O man! thou haſt given me hitherto a zreraum 
reaſonable account of matters belonging to _ Pec- 
oo RE SEES P 4 | | thy | gs 
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thy Salvation; and as this point is one of the 
chiefeſt conducing to it, and beſides.is a main 
obſtacle to the increaſe of, vicg, I do not 
doubt, but thou - art | ſufficiently, inſtructed 
herein - let me therefore hear from thee what 
the holy Fathers, and-Do&ours of my. Church 
fay of the Damn'd, and of the rigour of their 
SOR: tom ns Ee ime 


OMAN. 


Infandiws, Jehova, Tubes renovare dolores 

Inferni; & penas, quas deteſt abile Regnum 

Ditts habet ,, quariom pars magna eſt fator & ignis, 
Adde quod «terno privantur lumine Solis  , - 
Cunttipotentss ;,-1bj, torquentur corpora miris 
Notte dinque moars. Nulli patet-exitus ex hos 
Ignivomente Lacs. Denſa in caligine preſſi 
Damnati ſtabunt, manibus pedibuſque ligatic. 

_  Diſcite Mortales! facilis deſcenſus Averni ;, 

Sed revocare gradum, ſuper umque evadere ad orbem, 
Hoc opus, hic labor eft ; Solis quos Chriſtus amavit 
Arbiter, aut ardens evexit ad Athera-virtuw, * 
Tantus erit conceſſus honor ;,. Jeſuque potiri . 
Perpetuo Aſpeftu,, Sanftis ſimul annumerari, 
Angeliciſque chor#, ſine fine. dicentibus hymnum, 
Santtus, Santtus, Sanilus Dominus Deus amni- 
Potens qui eft, & qus erat, & qui venturgs eft. 
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* A £Ofſt Gracious Saviour, in order to 
4; LVL comply with thy command, 1 miſt 
 premit theſe two conſiderations 3 Firrff, thas 

there is nothing happens to mortals in 'this 

life, of in the other, but' by thy permiſſion. 
 Secoxdly, that the Devil, who is the mortal 
Enemy of all mankind, is to be the Executi- 

oner of thy Juſtice in Hell, and ſometimes 

on Earth; as appears by what St. John ſays 

in his Revelations. 1 ſaw, ſays he, a Star fall 4p $- 
from heaven unto the Earth : 'And to him 

was given the key of the bottomleſs pit. And 

he open'd the bottomleſs pit, and there aroſs 

a ſmoke out of the pit, as the ſmoke of a great 
Furnace ; and the' Sun and 'the Air were 
darken'd, by reaſon of the ſmoke of the pit. 

And there came out of the ſmoke Locuſts up- 

on the Earth ; and unto them was given 
power, as the Scorpions of the' Earth have Adeſcrip- 
power. And it was commanded them, that tion of ie 
they ſhould not hurt the graſs of the Earth, "on | a 
neither aftiy green thing, neither any Tree x 

but enly thoſe men which haye'not the Seat 

of God. in their for-heads. © And 'to then 

was given that they ſhould not Kill them, but 

chat they ſhould” be torniented five Months ; 
| and their torinent- was'as' the torment” of 
a Scorpion, when he' ſtrikes a Man: And i 
thoſe days ſhall a man ſeek Death, and ſhall 
not finde it ; and ſhall defire to dye, 'an@ 


Red. g. 


whom the key. of that bottomleſs pit was 
given, Lucifer, a molt bezutiful and reſplen- 
dent Angel indeed, who for. his: Pride. was 
caſt:down from. Heaven, to; aſſume the, fatal 
Governmear of, that. Region, of everlaſting 
darkneſs ;, and . by thoſe, Locuſts like unto 
horfesarm'd and ready for. a battle, the in- 
fernal Spirits, which were, the aſſociates of 
kis rebellon in Heaven, and now arc ng 
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his Minifters, and the tyranical executioners 

of his inbred rage and malice againſt men ; 

by that graſs, and green plants which they 

are prohibited to hurt, he underſtands the 

Juſt, whoſe Souls being moiſten'd with the 

waters of thy divine grace, do ſprout 

| out the green leaves, the flouriſhing bran» 

ches, and the moſt odoriferous it of 

life everlaſting. - But what are-/ thoſe that 

have'not the Seal of God in their- foreheads, 

which is the glorious 'charaQter, and diſtin- 

Qive mark of thy faithfull Servants,O Lord! 

what, but the wicked, tis then againſt them 

only that this great Army of Devils are to 

fight, theſe are the People which they: are to 

torment according; to their demerits, and the 

Services which they had exhibited unto them 

in their life,even as the People of | Egypr were 

punifh'd by the very flies, and-frogs, which 

they had ador'd ay their Gods a little before. 

What a horror Will it be to them,” to behold 

in that moſt obſcure and naſty: dungeon of 

Hell ſo many thouſands of hideous and il 

ſhap'd Monſters ? what a fearful thing will 

it be to ſtand in full view of that hangry 

Dragon,burſting with rage, and fury againſt 

thoſe unfortunate Slaves, of that Behemorh, s 

that Fob ſpeaks of, who cats graſs as an Or, 75. 4c- 

who has his ſtrength 4n his loins,and his foree 

In the nave] of his belly, who moves his my 
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like a Cedar ; who devours the mountains, & 
drinks up the rivers, who-makes nothing to 


draw. Jordan into; his mouth and eyes. This 


dreadful Monſter is to execute thy Sentence, 
O Lord, againſt the damn*d, what favour, 
what mercy. can they expe&t at his hands, be- 
ing he deals ſocruelly even with thoſe who 
are not his ſlaves, but are only deliver'd to 
his power in order to exerciſe their patience. 
Behold how cruelly he treats that Innocent 
and harmleſs Feb, after he -had conſum'd by 
fire all his ſheep, and his Servants, after he 
had taken away all his Cows, his Camels & 
Aſſes, and lain their keepers,after he had beat 
_ down his houſes and Smother*d all his Chil- 

dren under their ruines, he cover'd his 
body from head to foot with ſo loathſome an 
Ulcer, that he was an eye-ſore to his whole 
family, and caft out upon a dunghill where he 
lay without any comfort, relief, or afliſtance 
from any friend or relation ; ſo that he was 
ford himſelf to fcrape off the worms and 
corruption that came from his wounds with 
a pot-ſheard. His poor body was ſo far con- 


ſum'd, and left ſo lean, 'that only fo much. 
fieſh remain'd: about his lips,” as might enable ' 


Him to ſpeak and make anſwer : The night 
which brings ſome refreſhmeut and eaſe to 
the afflictions-of others, augmented his mi- 
Jery, and increas'd his pains with moſt ww 


thou ſhalt diſcharge thy whole wrath upon 
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ful apparitions; his Wife which ſhould be'& '/ 


great comfort to him in his deplorable ſtate 
and condition, was one of his greateft plagnes; 
for the did both rail, and vilify him to thar 
degree, as to tell him to his face that ſhe 
could not endure the noiſomeneſs of his pu- 
trifi'd body, and bid him to curſe God, and 
dye; like a rotten dog as he was. His friends 
were no leſs cruel to him upon the ſame ac- 
count, for in ſeven days they did not ſpeak 
a word to condole his misfortune. O moſt 


gracious Saviour ! if thou haſt permitted that 


cruel and devouring Dragon to handle fo 
roughly the ſimple, pious, obedient, pure, 
and Saint-like Fob, only to exerciſe his pati- 
ence, and convince the Devil that thou hadſt 
a faithful Servant upon Earth; what a large 
commiſſion, and fall liberty wilt thou give 
him to torment in Hell, Adulterers, Mur- 
therers, High-way robbers, Uſurers, Drun- 
kards, Cheats, Knights of the Poſt, Laſci- 
vious companions, cruel Parents, Diſloyal 
and ſtif-necked Children,and all other wick- 
ed livers ? If Fob was brought to ſo great a 
diſtreſs by the ſole touch of thy hands, (as 
the Scripture terms it ) attributing to thee 
what the Devil did, as we commonly attri- 
bute to the Judge what torments are execu- 
ted by the hang-man - What will it be when 
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7ere.r1 11. the damn'd ? when thou | ſhalt _ imploy. that 

pot. of boiling: fire, and; that .Iron rod of 
Feremy to:Scald their bodys therein, & whip 
them after by as many, hands as there are De- 
 - Yikin Hell; wheathau ſhalt cruſh them with 
Pre. 19. thoſe ſmiting hammers which thou haſt pre- 
par'd for the bodys of fools? So Scripture 
ealls the damn'd,. and fo they are indead, be- 
cauſe they negleQed to purchace thy glary at 
ſo cheap a rate as thou didſt offer it, for an 
AQ of Contrition,: for a; viſit to the Priſon» 
ers,. for an Alms to the pocr, for- clothing 
the naked, nay, they might have had it even 
for a cup of water given for thy ſake, and in 
thy name ; are they not meer fools then, to 
have ſlieghted ſo great an advantage, and to 
have plung'd themſelves headlong in thoſe 
everlaſting torments for a momentary plea- 
ſure.. Eſas having underſtood that his Bro- 
ther Jacob had obtain'd his Fathers BenediQti- 
on, whilſt he was taking his. pleaſure in the 
Irrugiit Fields, and hunting after bis prey 3 roar'd 
clamore like a Lyon, and made ſuch great lamenta- 
G-*,- ,, tion that he conſum'd himſelf to nothing, 
Nos 34 with exceſs of reſentment and Horrour ; by 
ſenfari vi- this we may eaſily conclude what great con- 
tam iIlo- ſternation the damn'd will be in when they 
_ _ ſhall ſee themſelves depriv'd for ever of thy 
:nfaviam Þenediction, O Lord, and that they loſt it by 
&c. their own negleQ;, and for hunting ſo much 
Ecce quo» - after 


» 
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after the vain- pleaſures, and trifles, of this modo 
World. .O how they ſhall cry out, and roar, compurati 
not for a:day, or a month, or a year, but for — anter 
an Eternity, which will never kave an end. & jncer 
When a,man poſleſt with the opinion of ſanQos 
proper merit,aims earneſtly at ſome eminent ors illo- 
and vacant Dignity, and atlength ſees him» Im *."g 
ſelf negleRed, and put off with ſhame, his "gg tos 


Indignation and grief ſwells him up above 
meaſure It is the ſame with thoſe damn'd 
Wretches, or rather worſe, for they ſhall be 
far more afflicted by the very Conſideration 
of thofe unſpeakable goods, and Eternal Fe- 
licities which they ſee themſelves have loſt, & 
thoſe to enioy them, whom they reputed to be 
fools and mad-men, and far inferionr to them 
in wit, in learning, and merit; It's there- 
fore St. Augnſiine ſays, that their memory 
ſhall be one of their greateſt tormentors,for it 
will repreſent unto them all they haye done 
good or bad in their lives 3 and both will e- 
qually perplex them : The good becauſe they 
have loſt their reward, and the bad, becauſe 
they have deferv'd their puaiſhment. It will 
likewiſe fet before their. eyes the delights and 
pleaſures which they had enjoy's in this life, 
and for which they fell into that unſpeakable 
miſery ; Theſe Conſiderations ſhall be to 
them, ſays St. Bernard, a ſharp Sword that 
ſhall pierce their hearts through, and ens 
TRem 
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-* them burſt with grief "when they ſhall-com! 


....-. ©, pare the ſhortneſs of their paſt pleaſures with 
 .»» the Eternity of their preſent torments. What 


 Mathematician (tho? never ſo learn?d) can 
pcerfeatly confer the few, ſhott, andevil days 
. Of this life, with the eternal years, and 
Ages of the other ; alas! the fornier-4is no 
more then a. fleeting ſhiaddow to the latter $ 
what groans, what ſighs then will they belch 
out, when they ſee that thoſe delights, and 
pleaſures have continu'd ' but an inftant, and 
that the pains they ſuffer for them ſhall be for 
Eternity; when they ſhall remember how ea- 
fily they might have purchas?d Heaven, and: 
syoided the grand misfortune & anguiſhes of 
the damn'd. Then they will fay with an hea- 
vy heart, what favourable occaſions and lea- 
fare had we to pray to God for a happy end 
of our lives, but alas, it was the leaſt of our 
thoughts, we have ſpent that precious time 
in play and vanitys, but now we pay dear 
for it ; how often have we been courted to 
faſt for our ſins, and toappeaſe thereby the 
juſt indignation of God againſt us, but we 
have made nothing of ſuch good advices, be- 
ing ſo earneſt to ſatisfy our greedy appetites. 
We had acompetent Fortune and money to 
fpare, but never had the leaſt thoaght to 
ſhare thereof with the poor ; arid to redeem 
our Sins by giving theny alms j-no,; we ac+ 
counted 
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counted our means as our Gods, and judg 
them better imploy*d; to ſpend them/in De-" 
banchery. We often refus'd' to pargon our - 
Enemies, .but thought it a great piece of Gal-+ .. 
lantry to be reveny?'d of them in a Duel. We - 
often forbore frequenting the Sacraments, leſt- - 
we ſhould be'oBlig'd to forſake 'the occaſion 
of fin ;' We never wanted the means and con- 
ventency of ſerving. God, but we never made 
uſe of either, and therefore we'now juſtly- | 
Pay for all our omiſſions and commiſſions. We Nungquif 
were often told that by Sianing-we tranipPd ar Pages 
under foot the bloud of Jeſus, our Redeemer 3j;j.. e” 
our Brother, Bloud and Fleſh by his Incarna- care in 
Lion, nevertheleſs we never gave over our/Pucrum: & 
ſins, and therefore now the ſame blood 'crys 72" aud:- 
for vengeance againſt us, and has ſent us here,,.u;2* 
into everlaſting baniſhment. Ejus ex- 
The greateſt afition that cam; come upon quiritur. 
a man in this world is'that of exile. Ovid 97-4222 
(tho? he thought himſelf fully reſign'd to Pro- 
vidence) yet when he was baniſlfdinto For- 
tus, his grief was ſo great, that he couldnot; 
forbear lamenting his misfortune, nor deftſt- 
{irghingafter his native Country. Cicero was 
ſo overjoy*'d when he was recall'd from his 
Exile, -that he gladly ript theſe words of ad- 
miration, O what- beauty is this-of tay! 
what civility of People ! what rich Fields! 
what 'Plentiful Vines and crops of Loon þ- 
| | Wat 
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whit decency of the: Ci poi buoy of 
the Ciztzens | - what D gaky of 
Terra mi- monweakh! Lal s I 
| feriz&re- | blow great; then muſh be. the, all 
| nebrarum, the dama'd, being. they, are ! 
1 7 mg the bottomleſs. piz of Hell, wh £ 
- ſempiter- Py: Job ® Land of miſery. and ES 
| nushorcor the ſhadow of Death and no 
inhabicat. everlaſting herrour inhabits, 


70h.10. 
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Man-thou ſpeakeſt extraordinary wgll 

' of the exceflive calamities which the 
damn'ddo ſuffer in. Hell! and. thy. werds are 
ſyfficient to move the moſt obdurate hearts, 
to imbrace the moſt-ſevereand rigid auſteri- 
ties that even; was practifd: by men in this 
world; for whoever conſwders ſcrioufly, the 
Eternity of thoſe torments. which, the wicked 
doſuffer in Hel; will: never murmure at the 
pains of this ſhort life let, them be never {ſo 
bitter. There 1s no State or Condition ypon 
Earth, how noceſlitous, how- poor, how. miſe- 
rable foever, whick the ek be would not 
moſt willingly. endure, nay, they would think. 
them{clves-moſt happy were they permitted. 
ſo favourable an; Exchange, This very GCon- 
{ideation wrought. ſo. mach, upon ſeveral of 
imySaints,: that there was no courſe of life ſo 
auſtere 
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auſtere but they would under . My beloved 
Diſciple, after he ha& difcours of the ſinoke; 
which aſcended from the torimhents of tle = 
dami'd, workd withont end, and how they Hic pats 
had no reft, night or day, immediately adds, torum | 
here ts the paticnce of the Saints, meaning; cſt,qui cu- 
chatſecing all the tronbtes of this: life were #odiun: 
only temporal, and the tprmenss of the other: 9." 4... 
eternal, nothing that they endur” d ___P 14.12. 
too much for them. .. .- 

See what-a penitent poſture Hinaſfes had had 
put himſelf in afrer. his converfton, behotd 
how he groans under the burden of his Sins, 
and how he laments his iniquities with fuch 
a forrow, that he acknowledg'd himfelf un- 
worthy even to lift up his eyes towards. Hea- 
ven ; fo great, he confefs'd were his offences, 
that he was rather deſerving of Hel}, then a- 
ny favour at my hands; hear his words, and 
thou ſhale beheve chens to be the produQts of- 
a truly penitent Soul ? *Fis' true fays he, ct 
Lord ! 1 have infinitely offended thee, and 
my Sins are nwre un. namber. then the Sand. 
of the Sea; } am unworthy to lifCupmy eyes 
towards Heaven to demand thy mercy. I: 
have Sintied; O my God, I have 'Sinned: I 
acknow ledge all the evit I have done,pardon, 
© Lord pardon, l beg of thee, and' earneft- 
ty beſecct thes, do not deſtroy. me with my 
a do not reſerve me to rhe ntmoft 
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tigour of the Juſtice, do not condemn me 
for ever unto the fire of Hell : Remember that 
thou art my God ; the God of Penitents; and 
thy immenſe bounty will beſt appear. in me, 
whilft it makes thee to ſave a miſerable Sin- 
ner unworthy of thy Grace, and gives me 
occaſion to praiſe thee cternally for thy infi- 
nite goodneſs. Behold how the Jſrachtes in 
their Babilonical Captivity after the. taking 
of Jeruſalem, cover'd with hair-cloth all their 
heads and bodys, laid over with aſhes, pro- 
p ſtrate on the ground, ery ont to me from the 
| bottom of their hearts, we have Sinned a- 
gainſt thee O Lord, in not obeying thy word. 
To thee O Lord, belongs Juſtice and upright- 
neſs, but tous nothing. but ſhame and con- 
fnſion, which onr iniquities have deſery'd : 
We have Sinn'd, we have done evil, we have 
dealt unjuſtly, O Lord our God, in all thy 
commandments. Turn from us thy anger; 
hear O Lord, our prayers, and our petitions; 
open thy eyes and conſider that the dead 
Praiſe thee not, but the Soul which is ſenſi- 
ble and afflicted with the greatneſs of the e- 
vils done, and performs due pennance for | 
P/al. 6. them. How full of inward grief and trouble | 
was David for the Sins he had committed. O 
Lord ! ſays he, rebuke me not in thine an- 
ger, chaſtiſe me not in thy hot diſpleaſure - 
Have mercy.upon me,O Lord,for I am weak 3 
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O Lord, heal me for my bones are vex'd : 
But thou O Lord,how long? Return O Lord, 
deliver my Soul ; Save me for thy mercies 
ſake. For in Death there's no remembrance 
of thee: In the grave who ſhall give thee 
thanks? I am weary with my groaning, all 
the night make I my bed to iwim: I water 
my Couch with my tears, mine eyes 2re con- 


ſum'd with grief. Have mercy npon me O Pſ:l. gr. 


Lord, according to thy loving kindneſs, ac- 
cording to the multitude of thy tender mer- 
cles blot out my tranſgreſſions. Waſh me 
throughly from my iniquity, and clenſe me 
from my fin, for I acknowledge my tranſ- 
greſſions; and my Sin is ever before me. A- 
gainſt thee only have ] Sinned, and done this 
evil in thy ſight, wherefore contemn not the 
Sacrifice which I offer unto thee of an affiiq- 
ed mind, and of an humble and contrite heart. 
Behold O man ! what theſe great Saints have 
done to make mean atonement for their Sins, 
and to avoid the everlaſting torments of Hell! 
See how they labour?d to mortify their Paſli- 
ons, to depreſs their evil affections, and to 
deſtroy all their ſiniſter inclinations proceed- 
ing from the infe&ion of their ſenſual concy- 
piſcences; they knew this to be the only means 

to weaken the forces of their enemies, and 
that nothing was more effeual to diſmount 
their batteries againſt them then to cha- 
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ſtiſe their bodies, and keep them in ſubje- 
&ion bya long and earneft! praCtife of cor- 
In Tejunijs POral affhctions; this is the powerful reme- 
mulcis, in dy That all my Saints made uſe of, and even 
multis vi- may Apoſtles came to Heaven by the fame 
$10S, -:. means, for they ſpent their whole lives 1n 
fricore, & Much faſting,” much watching, hunger, thirft, 
nudizraze Cold and nakedneſs.  _. LY 
Gr. 2 Gi! My beloved Apoftleand Brother St. James, 
11. 27- . tho' he was a man of extraordinary great San- 
 - Qiry, and was therefore Sir-nam'd the Juſt, 
yet beſides other anſterities of apparel, diet, 
and all other mortifications, his exercife of 
praying an his bare knees was fo continu- 
al, that the skin of them was as hard as the 
brawn ofa Camels knee. 
i: Philo the Jearned Jew-and famous Philofa- 
pher, giving an account of the firft Chriſtians 
in Alexan-r1a under St. Markthe Evangelift, 
ſeot-thither from Rome by St. Peter to give a 
beginning to that Church ; which he per- 
form'd, ſays he, with ſuch exemplary Piety, 
SanAity of life, Simplicity, abſtinence, and 
mortiffcation, that he, and his followers 
moy'd their Advyerfaries to extreme admira- 
_ tion : But to what did alll this rigour tend,or 
what might be the end ofall theſe extraord- 
nary mortifications praGis'd fo exattly, and 
for ſo many Apes, as well,by Monks, Anacho- 
rites, and Hetmits, as Þy the Founders of 
| TRE. 
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Holy watt ſl To ane Diſciples ba this 
very Age; and w | contin with 
my a "_ 76 the worlds end? St. vo ts 
Louſtie will tell thet in theſe few words, | the L. - Gow- 
prime motive thereof, AMoriar,ne moriar, that fell. 5. 
is to ay, I will dy, tothe ead that 1 may not 
dy for ever, 1 wi mortify my body in this 
Life, leſt 1 ſhould be of the unhappy num- 
ber of the damn'd for ever. 

St. Hierom is much upon the fame point, 
for being in the Deſert 4 Syria, he was fet 
upon by the Devil who lard him ( ashe 
did St, Part ) with {i - of the Fleſh; 
but what weapons did he make uſe of to ob- 
tain the victory over {o da ngarows gn enemy? 
the fear of God, and of the K re of Hell, was 
38 ArMoBr of proof to = 20cinſt all the 
emptations i & inares of ſd powerful an adyer - 
iary. Hear the relation he. makes himfelf of 
his ſeveral conflicts, and brave. lefence. How 
often fays he, heing in the Wilderneſs was I 
byurntap and Foxctva with the extream heat 
of the Sun ? & howoft likewi e was [ tempt- 
ed with the Roman delights ? tho? 1 was o 
far diſtant from thoſe 0 objetts, and & low 
brought that [ was but Skin and bane. I fat 
aloge with a heavy heart, in forrow and bit- | 
ternefs. The whole compound of my body 
was at this time Lo deform, and pgly with the 
continual wearing of my Sackeloth, and my 

Q 4 __. 
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$ﬆin fo black, that any-mati might take 'me 
for a perfe& Erhiopian. 1, wept dayly, "and 
paſs'd my time continually in groaning,” and 
when at length ſleep came"upon me againſt 
my will, I lay down, andÞepan a labouring 
my bare bones that ſcarce” hung together, 
Femetimes againſt the 'ground, and ſome- 
times with ' as great a Stone, as I wasable to 
manage well with my hand. Of my meat and 
drink I will fay nothing, for in this place we 
Monks,uſe only cold water even in our great- 
eſt infirmitys, & think it a'great delicacy to 
taſte of any thing that favours of the fire.But 
what wasallthis mortification of S.Jerom for? 
It was ſays he,for fear of Hell, that I brought 
my ſelf to this extremity, and retir'd' my ſelf 
to this Wilderneſs, where I have for/com- 
. panions only Scorpions and wild Beaſts; It 
Was to avold Sin thatT wore out my body 
with continual faſting, that I cry'd unto thee, 
'OLord, whole days ahd' nights together ; 
that I never ceagd to beat and knock my 
breaſt ; that I perſever*d 'in prayer” for ſo 
many years in that forjori'and ſaFage Deſart; 
and this Tthought *my ſelf 6blig'd'ro do for 
"tbayoid the ſcorching flames of Hell, remem- 
"bring what councel thou giveſt me, and all 


Pro Juſti-Mortals, to fight valiantly for onr Souls,and 
tia agoni- Rrive unto Death'for the thaintaining of Ju- 
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O man conſider" ſeriouſly how remiſs and & uſque ad 
careleſs thou, and the reft of mortals are in 22<n 
the practiſe of this heavenly Doctrine ; what Juſtirta. 
do you do,or what pains do you take to ſecure Eccl.4. 33. 
your Souls from Hell ? what care-do you take 
to depreſs your paſlions 6 evil inclinations ? 
what refiſtance do you make to Sin ? which 
of you all takes that great” care to fly from 
the occaſion of evil ? there's none-now adays 
that mortifies his fleſb,but will rather cheriſh 
and pamper it to wickedneſs; there's none 
found that takes the pains to repreſs his unru- 
ly appetites, that withſtands his ſenſual ſug- 
geſtions ; nay, the whole World run after 
their own concupiſcences; they - preſently 
yield themſelves ſlaves to every temptation 
that comes npon them, to every -afſault; that 
the Enemy makes; they deyour every hook 
that the Devil lays tointrap them, and ſwal- 
low down every poiſon'd bait that. he caſts 
for their deſtruQtion. Behold how perfedly py;xe.7. 
the.careleſs and. ſenſual man is deſcrib'd by 6, 7.8. 
the Holy Ghoſt in the Proverbs; At the win- 
dow of my houſe; fays he, I.laok'd through 
my caſzment, and beheld. among the ſimple 
ones a young, man void of underſtanding, 
walking in the dark night,he met with a Wo» 
man dreſs'd like a Harlot, prepar'd to deceive 
Souls, She: invited him: with: many allu- 
ring ſpeeches to: ga/with her home to her 
TS uy houſe, 


hoaſe ; and irtmediately tie. follow'd her. 


_ #8 an Ox ted onto the Slaughter , and as 


a wanton Skipping Lamb that i3 carri'd to the 


Shambtles; .like a Bird that makes haſt to the 
- Snare, fo follows he, not knowing (filly fot) 
that he is drawnto fetters, and that the dan- 
ger of his Soul depends thereon, vatil his 
heart de ſtricken through, &c. This deſcrip» 
tion the Holy Ghoſt makes, to fet out the 
depiorable ſtate of diffolute and foolifh Chri- 
Kians, who take no care to reſiſt temptations, 
bat follow every ſuggeſtion of the Devil, un- 
tat laft he brings them into his Slaughter- 
thouaſe,and there ties them up faſt in the bands 
vid chains of their own wickedneſs, baniſh'd 
from Hewven for an Eternity. Now © man ! 
I feave thee to give them a deſcription of the 
exhmitixs, and anguiſhes which they are © 
meet vith in this their unfortunate and wo- 
ful Exile. 


M A N. 


Y' x Of mexciful Redeemer, that it 35 an 
4 unfortaaate Place replearfhY with 
miferices, none can doubt, becauſe thou © 
God haſt frid x. And it is in the opinion of 
wechiefalt of thy Prophicts, a Land of -Sul- 
Pher, and burning pitch, a Land of Peſttlence 
and eorfaption:; 8 Land of unckanngs and. 
b, FT Or Tt or _ miſery; 
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miſery ; and no wonder it ſhould he calla 


ſo, being the Angelicat Doftor St. Thomas 
avers,that all the moſt naſty drofs and dregs, 
as well of the Earth, as of the other elements 
ſhall be caſt down into Hell, for the greater 
punifhment of the Namyn'd, and the reaſon he 
gives fort , is, that asevery Creature does 
contribnte to the joy of the Bleſſed, ſo every 
creature likewiſe fhall add unto the tor. 
ments of the damn'd ; and as they haveſepa- 
rated themſelves by ſin from thee, who art 
One, and plac'd their happinefs only in the 
Creatures, they fhall alſo receive their puniſh- 
ment from the Creatures in this common 
ſhore, & Layftal of all the Elements ; O whaz 
a dreadful Dungeon ! what a lamentable 
place of Baniſhment will this be to thoſe 
Damn'd Wretches ! What I have to fay of 
Cicero's joyful admiration, is, If men be thus 
tranſported with the difference betwixt 
ſome Countrys and others, betwixt the hu- 
mours of ſome Men, and thoſe of others, 
what difference ſhall*the damn'd Souls finde 
betwixt Heaven and Hell, betwixt the joy of 
the one, and the torments of the other, and 
betwixt the converſation of Angels, and that 
of the Devils ? What grief will it beto them 

to behald themſelves everlaſtingly banifhd 
from Heaven, depriv*'d of thy wafion, ejected 
from the company of Angels, from the Tocie- 
ag 1 TW oy 
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ty of Saints, and out of that happy Land of 


the living, where all 1s in peace, quictneſs, 
Charity, Joy.z where all ſhines, all pleaſes, 


and all parts reſound with Alllxia's. ] am 
now to confider with what crnelty the Devil 
treats thoſe wretches in that woful land of 
their Baniſhment z but before I enter ypon 
this matter, it will not beamiſs to entertain 
you with the cruelty of Mortals one to ano- 
ther, by which we may eaſily conclude how 
outragiouſly cruel the Devil will he to all 
men, that ſhall be ſo unhappy as to fzll into 


his Clutches, for he is their profefſed Enemy 


even from their Creation. 

It would be more then ſufficient matter 
for a larger Yolume then this, to treat of the 
miſerable conſequences, & ſanguinary effe&ts 
of mens Rage and malice one to tWother ; 
from hence proceed flaughters, poiſons, 
Wars, Deſolation, rafing, and burning of 
Cities ; unpeopling of Nations, turning of 
populous Conntrys into Defarts ; publick 
Maſſacres, Regicids, Kings abdicated, Princes 


led in Triumph; ſome murther'd in their 


bed-chambers; others Stab'd in the Senate, 
or cut off ia the ſecurity of their ſpeRacles, 
and pleaſures. Some were that took their 
paſſion for a Princely quality '; as Darius, 
who in his expedition againſt the Scythzans, 


being defr'd by a Noble-man, that had three 


'._ © Sons, 


ES ow 


Sons, that te would . vouchſafe' to | #ecept- 
of two of them into his Service; and 
leave the third at home for a comfort to 
his Father. I will do more for you then 
that, ſays Darius, for you ſhall have them all - 
three again : So he order'd them to be lain 
before his face and left him their bodys. 
Xerxes dealt not mnch better with Pythine, 
who had five Sons and deſir*d only one of 
them for himſelf. Xerxes bad him to take his 
choice, and he claim'd the Eldeſt, whom he 
unmediately commanded to be cut in halves; 
and one half of the body to be laid on each 
ſide of the way where his Army was to paſs, 
that they might march betwixt them : un- 
doubtedly a moſt inaufpicious- Sacrifice, for 
He came to the end that he deſerv'd, and 
liv'd to ſee that prodigious Power Scatter'd, 
and broken, and inſtead of. Military and-vi- 
Etorious Troops, to be compaſs'd with dead 
Carcaſes. 

But theſe you'l-ſay, were only barbarous 
Princes, that knew neither civility, nor let- 
ters: And theſe Savage crueltys will be1m- 
puted perchance to their rudeneſs of manners, 
and want of Diſcipline. But what if Mexarder 
the great, that was train'd up under the infti- 
tution even of the Prince of Philoſophers, 
ſhould be guilty of, an action altegether” as 
barbarous ? did he not Kill Clyrus his Favou- 

rite 
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rite and Schook-fetow with his own hand, 

under his own Roof, and over the freedom 

of a Cop of Wine? And what was his Crime? 

He was loth to degenerate from a Mactdonian 

liberty into a ProfeenStavery, that 1s to fay, 

Hecould not flatter. Lyſm4cxs, another of his 

friends he expos'd to a Lyon,and gtzd woutd _ 
he hzve been to have had naits and teeth to | 
have devour'd him himfelf. It would have 
too much derogated he thought, from the 
_ dignity of his wrath, to have appointed a 
man for the execution of his friend. And this : 
very Lyſimacus after he had eſcap*d this dan- 
ver 5 Was never the more merciful; when he 
came to reign himſelf ; for he cat'oft the ears 
and noſe of his friend . Teteſphoras, and when 
he had fo disfigured him, that he had no Ton- 
ger the face of 2 man, he threw him into a 
Dungeon, and there kept him to be fhew'd 
for z Monſter,8 as a ſtrange fight. The place 
was ſo low, that he was fain to creep upon | 
al four, and his fides were gaild too with 
the ſtraitneſs of it. In this miſery he lay half 
famiſh'd in his own filth : fo odious, fo ter- 
rible, and ſo loathſome a ſpeQacle, that the 


horrour of his condition had even extin- 
guild all pity for him. Nothing was ever 
fo unlike a man, as the poor wretch that ſuf- 
fer'd this; faving the cruel Tyrant that ated | 
it; But-what-is all this to the crvelty and Ty= | 
ranny 
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| ratiny Which the Devil ſhalt exerciſe oo 
| the Souls and Bodies of his infernal Caitifs. 
' St, Auguſtin fays, that he will faſten them to teeth 
 nialignSpirits which ſhalf be all nflamUwrithc.,0. 
fire ; that he ſhall manicle and botr thenr with 
othes fiety bod fs, fo that they ſhall nothe a 
| ble t@retwove from one place to: another ; 
that. they ſhall have p perpeeully before thetr- 
eyes ſuch terrible ideous ſhapes pro- 
pertionable to hat © x rn as gt be able 
ro ftighten them out of their lives. ku hog 
| Scripture fays, that the demn*d fiialf be 
 ſirained and. crowded together it thas tm 
jen Dungeon that, they may be very welf 
mpar'd to grapes in the wine-prefs, which 
ho the preſs.one another uiitif they burſt; That 
their Sonls.ſhall ſwim in the middle ofs moſt 
dreadful Lake of five like fiſhes in the'Sea,and'v. Lek. de 
that this fire ſhall etitet inte their very fab» P< 
ſtance even. as the water comes. into the 
| mouth, noſe, and cars of a drowned body. 
7 T releſphorus was caſt into a Dangeon 
without cloths, expos'd. to the inclemency 
| af the cold and moiſture of the place where 
he could not ſee the Night of Heaven, or have 


a os I3 
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any; thing to feed uponz. bur ance in four 
and.twenty hours. a little. piece of hard batty 
bread; and a littk water to drink, where 
| he was.to.continue all his life withont. fpeale- 
| ing,, or ſeeing any body; and ne* other bed 
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to ſleep. upon. but the cold, noiſom, . and na- 
fy ground, up to his navel in his own dutig; 


' ©. what a miſery this was! certainly ofic 


weeks lodging there, would appear longer 
then a hundred years elſewhere. Yet if we 
compare this with that, baniſhment and pti- 
ſon of Hell, we ſhall finde the miſery ofthis. 
man to.be a main happineſs in regard of that 
which the :damn'd ſuffer in their dark and 
dreadful habitation : In his troubles he met 
with none ſo har d-hearted as to Scoff and jeſt 
at his misfortunes, none to torment. and whip 
him, but in Hell they {hall finde both ; for 
the Devils ſhall never ceaſe to deride, whip, 
and torment them moſt cruelly. There he 
had no horrid ſights,no fearful noiſes ofhow- 
lings,groanings, & lamentations ; but in Hell 
the eyes and ears of the damn'd ſhall never 
be free from all thoſe diſtaſters. There he had 
no flames of fire to ſcorch him, but in Hell 
they ſhall burn even into the very bowels. 
There he-might move and turn from one ſide 
to the other; But in Hell they are not per- 
mitted to ftir out of the place, nor change 
their poſture to give themſelves the leaſt 
eaſe. There he might breath now and then 
ſome little freſh Air ;, but in hell they ſhall 
ſack in nothing but flames,ſtink and Sulpher. 
There he might have ſome hopes of releaſe 
after the .Tyrant's death, but in Hell they 
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have no expeQation of 2oal-delivery,no hope 
of being ever redeem?d. There the leaft peice 
of hard bread would ſeem to him every day a 
fine Regale, butin Hell for an Eternity they 
ſhall not behold a crumb of bread, nor a drop 
of water, but ſhall eternally rage With a dog- 
like hunger, and a burning thirſt. This is the 
grand calamity of that Land of darkneſs : bar- 
ren of all things, but of the brambles and. 
thorns of grief and torments: 

Czſar would commonly, for exerciſe and 
pleaſure, put Senators, and Roman Knights 
co the torture : and whip ſeveral of them like 
ſlaves, or put them to death with the moſt 
accurate torments , meerly for the ſatisfaci- 
on of his cruelty. That Ceſar who wiſl'd 
the People of Rome had all but ore neck, that 
he might cut it off at one blow. Cruelty was 
the imployment, the Study , and the Joy cf 
his life. He world not ſo much as give the 
expiring leave to groan, but caus'd their 
mouths to be ſtop'd with ſpunges; or for 
want of them with regs of their own cloths; 
that they might not breath out fo much as 
their 1aft Aoonies at liberty ; nay, he was ſo 
impatient of delay, that he would {requently 
riſe from Supper to have men kill'd by torch» 
light; as if his life and death had depended 

upon their diſpatch before the next morning. 
Toſay nothing how many Fathers were pa. 
R « 
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to death by him in the ſame night with their 
Sons (which was a kinde of mercy, in the 
preventing of their mourning.) And was not 
Sylia*s cruelty prodigious too, which was 
only ſtop'd for want of Enemies ? He caus?d 
ſeven thouſand Citizens of Rome to be ſlaugh- 
ter'd at once ; and ſome of the Senators be- 
ing ſtartled at their crys that were heard in 
the Senat-houſe - let us minde our buſineſs, 
ſays Sy#a, this is nothing but a few Mutineers 
that I have order'd to be ſent out of the way. 
A glorious SpeQtacle ! ſays Hanuibal, when 
he faw the Trenches flowing with humane 
blood ; and if the rivers had run blood too, 
would hay lik*d it ſo much the better. 

O moſt gracious Saviour ! how couldſt 
thou ſaffer ſuch monſters of nature to live 
upon Earth, or how came it that the ground 
did not ſwallow them into it's bowels ? But 
alas! why ſhonld 1 admire ſuch cruelty among 
men , being they were ſet on by the Devil, 
who has been always a moſt cruel Tyrant to 
Mankind, but eſpecially when they are deli- 
ver'd over into -his power : We are amaz'd 
to hear of ſuch unhumame and barbarous a&i- 
ons 3 weare aſtoniſh'd to think of that hel- 
liſh invention of Phalarr, to roſte men alive 
in his braſen Bull ; But alas! all theſe tor- 
ments, and bloudy ſlaughters are meer toys 
in reſpect of what is exercis'd in Hell ; "* 
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the tormentsthere are ſo.great that they can't. 
be expreſs'd, and mo wonder 4 being that 
the only pain'ef fire comprizes us many tor- 
ments as the body ofiman has Limbs, Joynts, 
_— Arteries, &c. and eſpecially being 
ns'd by fo penetrating a fire : In reſpett 0 
which our temporal fire (tho! it were made 
of all the combuſtible matter in the world )is 
no more then a/painted fire: And in thoſe . 
flames of Hell che Seulsof the damn'd muſt De cadaves 
burn not for an hour, nor a year, nor an fibus eo- 
Age; but for an Eternity, and have the Pe- þ way vow 
ſtilential vapours of ſo many damn'd bodys, Iſa. 3 TE 
perpetually at their noſes : and all that vin Foniem 
ſuffer hunger as dogs, which is ofte of thi pariencur 
ercateſt torments in Hell. Poe.» E 
Quinmillian fays, that Famine is the me” 

preſling of all-neceſſities, and the moſt-dread- 
full of all evils; thar Plagues and Wars are 
felicittes:com par'd with this affliction, If then 
a famineof ſo many months, or of a ſhorter 
time; as that which the Inhabitants of Jera- 
ſalem ſuffer*d, when they were brought tb 
that diffreſs as to eat their Children, be the 
greateſt of temporal evils, what muſt we be- 
lieve of the famine-which the damn'd MAT ; 
ſuffer in Hell for an Exernity ? O Epicnres, We 
ye that make your Gods of your bellys ! g 
ear unto what the Son of God foretels -of ay 
you ſhall fine it in St. Luke. W6 fayshe;ants 

R'2 you 


Fou who make it your work to pamper your 


bodys, and fill your paunches with the moſt 


delicious viands & wine that can be purchas'd 
for Silver or Gold, for the day ſhall come 
that you ſhall be hunger-ſtary'd, and with a 
hunger that ſhall continue for an Etervity. 
A Temporal hunger may bring men to ſuch 
extremitys as to eat Dogs, Cats, Rats, Mice, 
Snakes, Toads, Leather and Dung; nay it 
has already brought ſeveral. Countrys, and 
whole Cities to that calamity, and forc'd Mo- 
thers to devour their own Children ; and men 
to eat thefleſh of their own arms, as it hap- 
pen'd to-Zero the Emperour. If hunger be fo 
great a chaſtiſement in this life z how will it 


\ affli&t the damn'd in the other, where they 
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ſhall tear one another to peices,not for ayear, 
or an Age, but for an Eternity? Conſider my 
Soul; how the Devil meaſures his torments 
to the damned by their offences, and how 


.God commands him as the Executioner of his 


Juſtice in- Hell, to make them ſuffer | their 


Pains proportionable_ to. the pleaſures they 
took in this life, this' puts me in 'minde of a 
very Remarkable paſſage of a Noble-man, 


who took all his pleaſure in Tilting and run- 


-ningat theRing, this was his conſtant exer- 
.ciſe which he prefer'd even before the practiſe 


of devotion,and piety, ſo that he was a per- 
fect Worldling' without any care of his Soul, 
ce $i Or 
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or the leaſt apprehenſion of Hell, and in this 
neglect of his S .lvation he dy'd; his Lady 
being otherways inclin'd, and very much ad- 
dicted to contemplation, always earneſtly 
imploring of God the favour to let her un- 
deritand, the State and condition her Hus- 
band was in, which was at laſt granted, and 
he was repreſented unto her in the ſame ſhape 
as ſhe had ſeen him alive, but not attended by 
the ſame company, for he was now encom- 
paſs'd with a multitude of Devils: the chief 
commander of them in her hearing, gave or- 
ders, they ſhould fir their new Gueſt with 
a pair of fiery ſhoes, whoſe flames might reach 
his very head,then he commanded they ſhould 
pur him on a red-hot coatof Mile male full of 
ſharp Spikes , which might pierce his body 
in all parts,& toatcouter him like a compleat 
Champion,he commanded a helmet to be put 
on him with a pointed nail that might pierce 
his head, and be clench'd below his feer, and 


after this a Terget was, Put aboat his neck of 


ſo great a weight that it might cruſh all rhe 
bones in his body. All this being punctually, 
and bpecdily perferm'd, the Prince of dark- 
neſs made a ſprech to his Officers,to let them 
£10W that this worthy. Perſon,  afrzr he had 


entertain'd himſelf in Tilting, and the like 
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atchicvements of valour, and gallantry, was - 
accuſtom'd to refreſh his weari'd limbs with © 
T7 "I -$ ſweet 
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{ſweet Baths, and then to retire to ſome ſoft 
bed, where he uſually, ſported with, other dal- 
liances of ſenſuality ; wherefore let him now 
have ſomewhat of thoſe refreſhments, which 
our Palace does afford. to welcome fo deſer- 
Ving a, Perſon who has been in.his life ſo faith- 
ful to ſerve us, and ſo obedient to our Sug- 
geſtions ; whereupon they preſently hurl'd 
him intoa fire which was prepar'd for him - 
then forſooth, toeaſe him, they plac'd with 
him ina bed warm'd red hot a Toad of a hnge 
{ze with moſt dreadful eyes, which clipp'd 
the noble Spark very cloſely,kiſſing & embra- 
cing him in ſoruful a manner that he roar'd 
qut like a furious Lion : and brought him e- 
ven to the pangs of death. Another, man ſhe 
ſaw ſcated in a chair of fire, and certain,wo- 
: men thruſting into his mouth burning torches, 
and drawing them out at other parts of his 
body ; theſe Women ſhe was told were his. 
accomplices, and the inſtruments of his Sins. 
" But whatareall theſe torments to the eter- 
nal loſs of the fruition and ſight of thee, my, 
Saviaur | wherein our Divines do place the 
everlaſting. beatitude and Supream, felicity 
& Thom. of mankinde in the” next life : for the Angel- 


Pare 1- 7: lical Doctor ſays, the fight. of God, or to ſee 
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e life to come ; what a deplorable loſs 
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then will it be to the damn'd to be depriv'd 
of this unſpeakabls comfort for an Eternity, 
"tis fo deplorable that Scripture does place it 
in the firſt rank of all other loſſes, damages, 
torments, & miſcries that can befall a damn'd 
Soul + let the wicked man be taken away, to... . 
the end he may not ſeo the glory of God ſays "or aggil 
theProphet.From this loſs proceeds that great vidcac 
and general torment ſo often repeated in gloriam_ 
Scripture by the name of the worm of Con- _ Eſat. 
ſcience, ſo call'd, becauſe as a worm lies eat- © 
ing & gnawing the wood wherein ſhe abides, 
{o ſhall the remorſe of their Conſciences 1y 
within the damn'd, griping and tormenting 
them for ever ; it ſhall be to them a remem- 
brancer to put them in minde of the means 
and cauſes of their everlaſting damnation, 
which will make them to fret and rage, and 
admire their own folly to have hanker'd fo 
much after the vanities of the World, and 
neglected the grand work of their Salvation. 
Hear how they exclaim in Hell ; what has our 
Pride, or what has the glory of our Riches 5,,. .. 
profited ps ? they areall now vaniſh'd like a = 
ſhaddow: We have wearied our ſelves in 
the way of iniquity and perdition, and the 
way of our Lord we have not known. This 
ſhall be their everlaſting ditty,thus ſhall their 
tormented Conſcience rave in H/ell, 
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O moſt gracious Saviour ! when' I ſee ( to 
my great ſorrow ) in thisſfad Age we live in, 
poor Mortals ſo far blinded with their world- 
ly intereſt, ſo deeply engag'd in the mire of 
iniquity, ſo much raken with their ſinful re- 
creations and paſtimes, ſo deat to thy Inſpi- 
Tations and callings, ſo avers'd to the pra- 
iſe of piety and devotion, ſuch great ene- 
mies to mortification and pennance ; 1 de- 
Tpair in a manner, of their Salvation, and the 
rather that theſe fo powerful motives can 
prevail with them, or make them deſiſt luft- 
ing after thoſe poyſonous baits which the De- 
v1l preſents unto them dayly, and at every 
moment ;. and which they with as much eaſe 
1wailow, as he takes pleaſure to deſtroy their 
'Souls. Their common diſcourſe is, tis time 
enough to think of Pennance, when we come 
to old Age, for then we ſhall ve fit for no 0- 
ther 'thing. O moſt Sacred Saviour ! thou 
ſayſt thou wilt not the death of a Sinner, 
wherefore be pleas'd to let them know the 
danger of delaying their converſion, and of 


de ferring their repentance untill their Jatter 
days. 


SAVIOUR. 


Here 1s a kinde of People jn the World, 
TI lays ay Apoltie, that do TO 
an 
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and by words confeſs God, and profeſs them- 
ſelves to be as good Chriſtians as the reſt, 
yet interiourly, and by the products. of their 
doble-& diſſembling hearts,they don't believe 
there is a God, at leaſt with thoſe Attributes, 
that are as eſſential to him), as his'divine Na- 
ture, and which I call infinite knowledge, 
Providence, Care, and diſpoſition of humane 
affairs, Juſtice, Judgment, Puniſhmeat. and 
the like ; Theſe, they do not indeed believe, 
becauſe their life and ations are' quite con- 
trary to a well-grounded belicf ;. Scripture 
avers it witha wo unto the diſlolute and care- Vz diſſo- 
leſs in heart, who do not believe God. Theſe _ OM 
are the men whom 1 do hate, and deteſt with $40” 
all my heart, becauſe they plow: with an Ox Deo. Fcet. 
and an Aſs together, becauſe they ſow their 2 
ground with mingÞd Seed, and-their Appa- P*** 22- 
rel is made of flax and wool together. Theſe 
are them I ſpoke of in the Revelations, I 
would thou wert either cold or: hot: but for 
that thou art lukewarm, and. neither .cold 
nor hot, therefore will ] begin to vomit thee 
ovt of my mouth. Theſe are they who can:ac- Tf 
cord all Religions together , and take upall : © 77 
Controverlys, by only ſaying , that either © ®7 
they are differences of ſmall importance, .or .- 
elſe that they are-out of their Province, and _ 
belong only to learned men to diſpute of,but 
not unto them ;- moreover they are of opint- 
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on that both parts doerre.in ſomewhat, or 
may be agreed,and go both to Heaven. Theſe 
are the men who can apply themſelves toany 


company, to any time, to any Government, 


to any Princes pleaſure, to any Religion, but 

wil not admit of any diſcourſe of Devotion 

in their preſence, only they will have men 

eat, drink and be merry with them ; tell 

news of the Court and affairs abroad, Sing, 

Danee, Laugh, and play at Cards, and dice ; 
and ſo they ſpend their hives in their Sinful 
recreations. without any thoughts of God, 
without any care of Salvation, without any 
apprehenſion of Death, depending only up» 

oN 2 pood Peccarty, in their extremity, and 

when God ſhall Summon them to another 

ES World; butalas! they ſhall fiade themiclves 
-* als, adly miſtaken, for I ſhall turn them off with 
Eſai, 3. &WOto the wicked, and then fhail ſet before 
Ipfi viden- their eyes all their abominations, and crimes; 
res fic ad- their Uſury, their Drunkenneſs,their whore- 
ſane. con. Gome, their treacheries, their falſe Oaths, 
rarbari fhejr Extortions,and Oppreſſions of the poor, 
| ſunt, com- their blaſphemies, and the reſt of their wic- 
A _ a&ions, fhall-come ina crowd to con- 
; cre wedyy found their Souls ; their Gold and Silver ; 
© eos, P/al, their Eftates, and Fortunes which they had fo 
47-6. nnjuſtly acquir'd, their pleaſures & treaſures 
now the only obje& of their adoration, fhall 
then become the fatal Sabjeft of their confu- 
£5, and my Juſtice ſhall take delight to bat- 
| ter, 
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and. how often knowledge of ng, and me- © 
rations, m Ca they had lic all their Sin — 
0ns,& tes —OOSH my FENG my {pi keleftos 
u | "OE. ; OS 
ht filly couls! nidrogh Se of n Invitati- mn g- 
e nol fo far ys St. Paul, my mercy. eccatores 
ts is by overſeen \be not decei Y« Eſa, 3. 
, In, hopy as. to leade decciv'd 28, 
that areadfal 1 to dye, a,good I f licentious 
buy then, kg. you ſhall _ ath,, for in Nat 
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vil fruit: Ne acorrupt T, ree.brings for corruprio» 
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If they be viciouſly given, and found. void of 
all good works, they muſt expe& no 'better 
wellcome from me, then an order to cut 
them all down with the Ax of Deith, and 
to caſt them headlong into hell-fire. 

' Thou ſhalt finde ſeveral proofs to confirm 
this aſſertion, in the firſt Sermon 1 preach'd 
immediately after I was baptiz'd, there ſhalt 


Math. 5.4 thou hear me recommend, and extoll the 


orcat advantages of a virtuous life,” of Po- 
verty, Meeknels,  Juftice, Purity, Sorrow 
for Sin, patience in ſuffering, contempt of 
Riches, forgiving of injuries, Faſting, Pray- 
er, Pennance, 'Entring by the ſtraight pate, 
.and alſo of perfeQtion, Holynefs, Integrity 
of life and converſation, and of the exat ful- 
filling of every particular of my Heavenly 
Fathers Laws, and Commandments. .There 
thon thalt hear me ſay, T came not to the 
World to break the Law, bat to fulfill the 
fame ; and whoſoever ſhall offer to break 
the leaſt of them, and bring others either by 
his i] example, or by his erroneous docrine 
. todo the like, ſhould haye no place. in the 


. .., Kingdom of Heaven. [There thou mayſt hear 


- me ſay to all Chriſtians, except their Juſtice 
"| did exceed that of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
- Cwhich was altogether in words, and out- 


... ward appearance ) they "could not be ſaved. 


- That'they might not-ſerye two Maſters in 
37+ 1)1} +> 1 31 FU | $14 22] his 
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this life, but either muſt forſake God, or'a- | 


bandon Mammon. That they ſhould decline 
from falſe Prophets that ' uſually come in 
ſheep's clathing, butare no better then ra- 
venous Wolves in their” hearts; and that all 
men ſhould ſeek/to'eriter by the ſtraight gatez 
but the concluſion of my long Sermon is, that 


the only ſign and token of a good Tree, isthe 


good fruir which'it bears, and without this 
fruit, let the Tree be never fo fair or plea- 
fant to the eye, yct it is to be cut down and 
burnt ; that "cis not-every one that ſhall cry 
Lord, Lord, at the laſt day, ſhall be ſav'd, 

or enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, bur 
only ſuch as did execute really, and'iin Deeds, 
the Will and commandments of my Father in 
this life. Where 1s there any incouragement 
here for the wicked to delay their converfion, 

or to put it off till the hour of death,in hopes 
of a good Teccavi? | ſee none, for they are 
all moſt preſſing motives to force” them ra- 
ther out of their iniquity into virtuous and 
godly life. To be the better convinc'd of this 


undeniable truth, thou muſt know that life 


IS a time, ard ſecſen of ſowing, and plant- 
ins the ſeed of virtue, and the bitter roots 
of mortifications and pennance 3 and that 
Death is Harveſt time to reap the main pro- 


fir of that happy Seed, and' the wonderful 
ſweetneſs of thoſe bitter roots ; It's therefore 


my 
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—_ ac my Prophet-(ſpeaking of the manifold tribys 
bane mit- lations and anguiſhes of the, Juſt, ) ſays, they 
renres {e- were going '0n weepingyzand ſowing the -pre> 
mina fus, cjous feed of their eternal Salvation, and that 
aucem ve- Without any doubt, they ſhall. come again re- 
nient cum joycing, bringing their ſheaves with them z 
cxulratio- and my Prophet Feremy declares how the wic- 


= airy ked ſhall fay in the hour of Death, and wich 


pulos ſuos, Ears in their eyes, the Harvelt is paſt, the 


P/. 126. 6. Summer is ended, and we are not ſav'd. This 
Tromfſijz was the lamentation of che Jews ſeeing them- 
gs ſelves oppreſsd under the flaviſh, and heavy 
eſtas, & Yoak of the Caldears, withont any hopes of be- 
nos falvariing reliey'd y but it may be likewiſe taken for 
non ſumus the &d mvan which the wicked ſhall make in 
for: 29-the hour of Death, ſeeing themſelves void of 
” rcft male all good works, and groaning under the hea- 
| mort qui vy weight of their evil actions: then indeed 
b 0s VISIt they Bay cry, the Summer is ended, the time 
—_— our life is now expir'd, wherein we might 
qui male have gather*d a plentiful ſtock of all virtuts, 
vixit. Aug.and good works : but Weunfortunate Souls! 


Venite be- 
ne dies We have ſpent that precious ſeaſon inall 


Parris me; MInner of vices, and now that the Harveſt 


pollide res paſt, we muſt appear naked, as we are,of 
pararum All goed works, repleniſh'd with evil ones, 
J _ kin before a-dreadful Judge, to be ſentenc'd to 
*  conflicuci- Eternal Death, which We have juſtly deſery*d 
| one mun-for abuſing his mercy, by flattering-opr ſelves 
| _ Math. with -a good Percavi, at out laſt farewell of 
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the World, and toall its deceitful pleaſures. 

The Harveſt is paſt, the Summer 1s ended, 

and we are not ſav'd ; What can be more ter- 

ribte? Mow ſhould any Man dare delay his 
cofiverfion, heartng theſe words, ad having 

. ds many Preſidents hereof, -as there have 

'. been Sinners ſurpris'd by death, even in the 

heat of their wickedneſs. O ye Bleſſed Souls, 

ſays St. Aupuſitm, who have ſperit your days 

in the conſtant praftife of virtue, ftill ſub- . 
miſſiveto the Laws of God, always obedient 

to his commands, thirſting after righteonf- 

neſs and juſtice, great lovers of mortificati- 

on and pennance, hear what comfortable 

news I bring you," and what is that ? You 

cannot dye an ill death ; no, *tis impoſlible, _ 

for God will afliſt you in that dreadful hour, p.m” 
and will receive your Souls, at their depart- ad Domi- 
ing your bodys, into the perfe&t enjoy rHEnt num 2d 
of my everlaſting Glory. Whereas the 'wic- 129 non 
ked, tho' they ſhonld make as great a ſhew of ear 
an apparent repentance as Antivchns did, YET con ſecu- 
will they hardly come to a'better end, for of curus. 

a hundred thouſand, that lead a bad life cog- 2 Haches. 
tinually to the hour of death, ſcarce oneſhall 5. '&..._ 
be fav'd, ſays the ſame St. Auguſtin, and bis rum witi- 
dodtrine is grounded npon thy words; be-bus quo- 


aa 


cauſe I have 'call'd, and ye refas'd, I have Pow mela = 
ſtretch'd out my hand, and no man'regardet; ,j. 0 
and as ye have made naoght of all my Coun ſalyavicur, 


ſels, 4»z. 


4 4 4 6 


ſels, and been deaf to my reproof :Talſo will 

laugh at your Calamity, I will mock when 

your fear comes: When it comes as deſola- 

tion, and when your deſtruction comes as a 
Whirlwind ; when diſtreſs and anguiſh comes 

upon you, then ſhall ye call upon me, but 

I will not anſwer ; ye ſhallſeek me early,but 

ye ſhall not finde me ; becauſe ye hated know- 

ledge; and did not chooſe the fear of the 
Prov.1.24. 20rd. They would not accept of my Coun- 
ſel: they deſpis'd all my reproefs, therefore 

ſhall they eat of the fruit of their own way, 

and be fill'd with their own devices. The de- 

vout St. Bernard confirms this truth by two 
ſimilitudes, whereof the firſt is, that as a man 

could not be dead in Rome who never was 

in Rome, ſo no man can dy in God who ne- 

More te. VEL Was in God, no, ſays Tertulian, Freind, 
Riali ince. CROW haft led a life more like unto that of a 
buir rerre- Beaſt, then of a Chriſtian,plundg'd over head 
nis, more” and ears like a mould in terrene and ſordid 
_— concerns : Thou haſt been in thy family as 
trerrenis;” furious as a Lyon, 1n thy behaviour as wild 
Tert, as 2 Boar, in thy imployments as Subtle and 
" ascrafty as a Fox, in Tavernsand in Compa- 

| . Ny as greedy. a3 a Dog, in thy converſation 
Formr v3.4S filly, and as light-brain'd as a Hare ; there- 
vendi «ft fore fince thou haſt conſtantly led the life of 
nora a Beaſt, rather then that of a good Chriftian, 
ON thou deſerv'ſt to dye the death of a Beaſt."Tis 
vi el a ffiaximh 


. (255): | 
omeniasreccia' among ye,: that the _ 
muſt be like; unto the Original; what is 
It's an Original, -and what: is Death? It's a 
Coppy; why then ſych muſt he the Coppy; as. 
was the Original 3; if the Original was a good 
and virtuous life; the Coppy.mulſt be a peni- 
tent and Godly Death 3 but-if the Original 
was: totally a Scandalous, vVicious,. and; de- 
bauch'd life, by all meansthe Coppy muſt be 
the death of a Reprobate. Thou mayſt becon- 
vinc'd hereof even by vety nature, for if thou 
ſpeak'ſt aloud near anyRock,or hollow-place, 
the Eccho will ſound diſtinaly every: word 
thou haſt ſaid ; If I ſet the ſame Tertulhas the 
queſtion, what i 1s life 3 he will anſwer; that. 
it is a Yoice,and that death js the Eccho there- 
of; then whatever the life. pronounces, death. 
will repeat it ; If virtue, yirtue ; If vice,vice z 
If the fear of God, the fear of God ; | If the: 
neglet of Salvation, and the contempt. of 
Gods Commands, ceriainly death will repeat 
the ſelf ſame thing, © that it is the greateſt 
folly in nature to lead a wicked life, in. ex-; 
peRtation of a good Peccavi in the hour of 
death, which is as ſeldom granted to ſuch 
perſons Sa Phenix is ſeen in the World... 
There's another maxim in great requeſt a- 
mong your Philoſophers which I do,mightily 
approve of, by reaſon 'of it's truth, that a 
part is of the ſame nature with the thing. 

Sg whereof 


Pars eſt e- Whereof it is a'part 3 If I ſet St. Thomas the 

juldem Queſtion; What'is Life ? his anſwer will be, 

Cm toto CATIT Is a compound of young and-old days, 

cujus eſt 3nd'that Death' is the latter part thereof, then 

pars. 4riſt, 1Efmuft be accordin &to this undoubted maxim, 
of the ſame nature with the Life; 1f this was 
good and virtuous, that muſt be the ſame z 
but if it was a curſed and wicked Life, even 
unto the laſt point, Death muſt certainly be 
no better. | 


Quo vero © The ſecond Similitude upon which St. Ber- 
rr ang ” nard grounds this truth, 1s certainly very re- 
mos <jus Markable ; look ſays he, upon a Tree when 
atrerde, It's cut, and ready to drop down; if thou 
unde ma- wouldſt fain know to what ſide it will fall, 
al 0A ©- take notice of its boughs and branches, where 
| nk 7 Thou ſceſt them thicker, and more inclin'd by 
pondero- Their weight, thou mayſt very well conclude, 
fior inde jt will fall to that fide; What is Man ? the 
OR blinde man of the Goſpel whom I had cur'd 
res. Sr. Ber, DY putting my hands upon him, looking up, 
Video ho- ſaid, '] ſee Men as Trees , walking. If 
minesra1- thou be?ſt defirous to know to what ſide will 
gem 37” this "Tree fall, look upon his boughs and 
bulantes, branches, I mean his paſſions and inclinati- 
Mar.8. 2 4- ONS;if thou ſeeſt them altogether bent to good 
Conteret works, and inclin'd to Devotion and virtue, 
-20# "0 thon mayft reaſonably conclude he will fall 
fimal & towards Heaven : but if by their weight he 


peccacores Is Carried to evil, and debauchery, that man 
Ela, I, 28- {#0 


| is occafiond by ſickneſs, and by extraordina- 


IT - OPOTS 
ſo-blindly fed by his unruly paffions, will un- 
doubtedly fall upon the Rocks of Hell, there Ten 
to be crulſh'd for an Eternity:Tertultiar ſpeaks ont. Ls 
of two ſorts of Death, ordinary, and extra- @ pani. 
ordinary, ordinary deattrhe calls that which 


ry he means that which comes by ſome ſudden 
miſchanee; or accident ; but whatever deatlt 
4 the wicked dys of, he isina moſt evident 
danger to miſs of his long expeted Peccavl ; 
If he dies of the latter, the caſe is very clear; 
for it is grounded upon this warantable Axint 
of Philoſophy, 1 repentinss agimus Secundum 
habitum ;, that 1s, in things which happen of a 
{adden, men aQ always according to the cuſ- 
tom which they have acquir'd, let it be good 
or bad. Saul was a deſperate, and bloudy man, 
how often did he attempt upon Davias life ? 
he was cruel to others, he muſt be the ſame 
to himſelf, for after looſing the battle, and 
being not able to get off from his purſuing 
Enemies, he commanded one of his Soldiers 
to run him through with his Lance, and to tergce me, 
make an end of his Life. 2Reg. 1. 9, 

Who could be more proud, more ſangui- | 
nary, and more ambitious of honour then 
was Abimelech, for to be King of Ifrae!, He 
murther*d all his Brethren, which were in 
number threeſcore and ten, whereat his Fa- p 
ther Ferubbaal took ſo much grief that he ſoon 

Sz afrer 


te dicatur 
qu-d 4 
Fxmina 
inrerfec- 
rus {1:9. 


Jud. 9. 54. 


bogs | 


moſt. part of 
eqtity. 3. but OR Weng to, E = tothe 
gate thereak, & aWoman taking-notice of him, 
caſt a Pigce 0 f milſtoge.upan hi bead,& brake 
his Sloan cald. haſtily, unto the. 

young Man his Ar heares,. and ſaid unto 


him, draw thy.ſrord,&. lay. me, thatmen ſay 


not of me, a Womanllew bim : and, his young 
Meh FLHn0G, bun. through. with, his. weapon, 
e QI 


he F the A poltate ated.much like-him,for. 


he aim'dat,an Empire,  and.to.come to ir, he 
thought, i 1 the beſt, way, to frign. kimielh a 
friend to 


Chriſtians, ſo that- he appear'd: 
ro.them moſt zealous, for. Chriſtianity, and 
pretended to further, the, ingreaſe thereof 
were he in.the power, of doingit, which mage. 
the Chriſfians to uſe all means to, promate: 
him to the Empire, but-no ſooner was he in- 

veſted with that imperial dignity, than. he. 
began to.diſcaver whag, ke was to-them-in his. 
heart, for none. was ever. ſo great; an enemy; 
ro-my, name, or ſhew?d ſo great. an abhox- 
rence, of Chriſtians, then, he. did.z ſo.great 
Was his animoſity to; both, that he murther'd 


very 


. very.many thanſands of them, and deſtroy?d 
all their Alters-and; Churches which were e- 


rected and dedicated to. my worſhip and Ser- 

vice 3 Wul this moſt wicked and diſlſembling 
Prince-cry. Percavi ;in the hour of his death ? 

no, he will continnge his iftpiety to his laſt 

breath, which will be the perfect Eccho'of his 

moſt ambitious and abominable life, for re- 

ceiving a mortall wound in the fiege of a 
Town. is the Kingdom of Ferſia, he took a 
handfull of his blood; & flung it up;as 1t were 

into. my. face, with/ this horrid expreſſion, + 
viciſti: Nazarene, vicit, O Natzarean? thou "Lanta : 
haft indeed overcome,me at laſt z after this, peer Ao ; 
he commanded his: :Geritleren, to put tis fyerit. ad 
Corps:intq a "Cofhn:of lead; and :cat it into 214d-. 
the Sea! that his ſubjets finding. not his b9- rel agrog 
dy on Eefth might believe it was: carri'd Vy guatierad 
the hands of Angels irito Heaven; and fedted ucrumgae 
theregmongt the;Gods: Fhqu ſeeft by theſe oppoſito- 


_ preſidefits what # fooliſh miſtake the Wicked "39d 


ly under ; when they put bf their conver- SITS 
hon to the very laſb hour bf their: Þfe, in hopts gs. incli- 
to have then & hearty. Peccavi;z Whith may be nfur fer- 


to mea ſiifficient Atonement for all | their of- "> ©f 


: . Y r 10- 
fences. nd breaches of both »my Laws ant Bi. gigs 


» 


commandments; +8 (| 1491. fionem ab 
"The: Angelicat: Doctor. St. Fhboma! ſetyts £2 quadam 
to: becihuch aftoniſhy'd at their folly herein;for {2lcitudi- 


Ko CE Cos , bdu- 
frys be wheri men are vitionſly inclin'd, and me + 
taken with a farptize ih their evil habits,It Sr. 7%, 
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1s out of their jurisdiftion to conceive an ah» 
horrence againſt them,” and have a love and 
eſteem for. a virtuous life, unleſs'they make 
uſe of their reaſon to finde ont the manifold 
advantages of the one, and the ſeveral evil 
conſequences of the other ; but how cana 
wicked man, that is ſeiz'd on by Death as he 
walks in the ftreets by a tile falling from the 
top of a houſe, or ſome other ſach like unex- 
peed accident, make uſe of his reaſon in that 

- ample manner ; *tis - impoſſible, and' conſe. 
| Hacani- quently, whoever neglects his Salvation'ſo 
| m_—_ ” far asto put it to ſuch. perilous events, de- 
od phony ſerves no mercy at my hands. But {ct the caſe 
cator ur that an old habitual Sinner ſhould 'dye of a 
moriens Jong and-languiſhing ſickneſs, tis very pro- 
prong = mot bable, he will never think-of me in his-latter 
dum v2&.. hour 3 nor-have the leaft feeling of a Peccavi, 
rer oblitus being "be forgot to call to-me for mercy in his 
eſt Dei. ' | healthful days, and this indeed is the uſual 
prog puniſhment which I do inflict upon ſuch per- 
.**, ſons. Moreover is grounded upon this other 
Maxim of Philoſophy altogether as undenia- 

able as the former, . Ab aſiuetis non fit paſiuo, 

That is to ſay, things which men have dayly 

before their eyes; make no impreſſion upon 

| their hearts; the Sun which :is-the moſt re- 
ſplendent, .and the moſt' glorious Creature 

that ever was wrought by my hands for the 

uſe of men, is dayly ſeen without the leaſt 
ans Hema, if a VO appears,they 

F-.-.. ; no * 
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are all eyes to beholdit; A Chirurgion will 
handle and dreſs the naſtieſt wound that ever 
man had, withont the leaſt grudge, or loath- 
ing, becauſe he'1s accuſtom'd to it. A new 
rais'd Soldier will tremble at'the: noiſe of a 
bullet, whereas an old, and well-train'd Sol- 
dier will never ſhrink, or give ground, tho? 
even Cannons were roaring about him, and 
their bullets flying on eyery fide of him, he= 
cauſe he is acquainfed with ſuch” warlike 'en- 
rertainment. ?Tis'even ſo with a wicked I1- 
ver in the hour of his death, tho? bis Ghoſt- 
ly Father, his Wife, his Children. and all 
his friends were" round his bed, breaking 
their hearts, and burfting their Inngs,callin 
and crying unto him to produce one aQ © 
Contrition, one ſorrowful Peccavi, one, have 
mercy on me Q Lord, hewill take no notice 
of what they ſay, all their exhortations to 
him intended to bring him to dye a good 
death, will be to no effe, he had-often heard 
the like;or rather more preſling motives from 
Teachers and Preachers in their Pulpits, yet 
his heart: was Steel-proof to all their fiery 
words; they conld never make him think on 
his Salvation, and therefore *tis"bat in vain 
to expe& he will be ſollicitous for it now, 
when the Devil has him faft fetter'd, when 
his heart'is over-clouded with the darkneſs of 
his manifold and grievous Sins, when his nn- 
plroran. is blinded, his will altogether 
S 4 corrupted, 
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corrupted, his ſepſes decay'd, and. the whole 
commonwealt of his B and Soul clear 
out of order, by reaſon of their approaching 
and diſmal Ek ation : Thou haſt a very re- 
markable. pr A of this in the old Teſta- 
ment; there thou mayſt read, what wonders 
I had done in order to mallity. the | heart of 
Ex1d.g.10 Phar aob, and ;bri him to 4 right under- 
£ - Randing of hig obedience, Agar duty to, me, 


who am SE ub . mighty ; Jebqveb, 
who dreſs, will rake. ſubje& the 
preateſt Potengzates Fs thei whole World. How 
L had flain, this firſt-born for refuling ;to let 
o.the Peop le of Iſrael out, of his Land. 3, how 
Fore FEOP all. the Rivers, $treams , Fountains, & 
Springs within bis Dominions rut with bloud 
for the fame.reaſon ; how. 1 coverall bis 
Realm with darkneſs and F rogs, which were 
numerous that they came kn SWarms y * 
his Table,and « even into his Bed ; how. I i 
a grievous Swarm of Flies into his houſe,and 
into all the houſes of Egypr.z how I had plagu- 
ed all the: Inhabitants on the Land, -as. alfo 
their Cattle, with peſtiferous Ulcers-& Boits, 
of which they all died, how: F had rain'd-down 
ſuch a tupendious ſhour of Hail upon, them, 
as was never-ſcen beforeor ſince in the worlds 
how I had ſpread -oyer; the whole Land of 
Egypt Locuſts, that devour'd and; ;deſtroy'd 
all that the hail had lefj z yet all theſ@ prodi- 
gies could not mollify the obdyrate bl re- 
7 ous 
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bellious;heart of Pharaok, ti It nil bo fi 

ſtice took him tq task,and dr 

and his whole Army wn the Rec d-Seas,w 

was a paſlage they.. were to go- 4 ok to 

take up, their quarters in the unguenchable 

fire of Hell, where - they ſhall Bees for an 

Eternity, but to no advantage for their Sonls. 

- Ifthis diſcourſe: ſo-well grounded - vp Hoſ.13.9, 

Scripture, Fathers, and Realon,. as allo up- 

on {amany preſidents out of Holy Writ, will 

not prevail with Sinners, not t@, delay their 

converſion, or put it off to their craſy years, 

I have only this to ſay, Perditio taa ex te Iſrael; 

let their eternal rujpe, and the fatal loſs of 

their Souls lis at their own doors. However, 

to.let them know how. much 1thirſt after {= 

elT Sets, I will have thee to cri 
of their: extream folly, to: ſexy 

ſuch bad Maſters, asikhe Wor «dF F-f I2e- 

vil ; 'whotor every pleafure.they,aflow 

give them a t pH ly 

this life, beſides.the vaſpeakable, miſery; whi 

they ſhall make-chery ſulber inthe; other, +98 

the contrary my. Pleaſures are. ſplid, perme» 

peats and bring exceſſive comfort to.the con- 

lanes of tho} 4het xeceive.then 5 ſo.qhat, 

as the Propher fays, one day (Peat'in my-far- Pra84uo 

rice, brings more. edvantage .to-their Sons 4 

then a thon@nd years. implay;'d in tht of; the 

world, and it were batter be a: dooskyeper 

"II. | | in 
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in my houſe,” then to'Uwell in the Tetits of 
Irickedne . Let them know likewiſe, the ten- 
Uerneſs of my affe&tion for' them, and how 
earneſtly 1 court them to ferve me, and not. 
to take example by the gal Child,” who 
had ſpeit all his ſabſtance idlely,8 was forcd 
_ at laſt to' feed with the ſwine, and was very 
glad too tobe admitted into their company: 
When in reallity he might ſit at my Table, 
feed with my Saints and Angels in Heaven, 
if he had ſerv'd me with as much care and 
FE 2s he did the World. 


M AN. 


TO man can be grateful to thee O Lord ! ! 
without contemning thoſe things that 

put the common People out of their wits. 
We muſt go into baniſhment they cry, we 

muſt lay down our lives; hate the World; 
and all its allurements begger, and expoſe 
our ſelves to reproaches z nay *tis often ſeen, 
that gratitude ſuffers the: puniſhment Uue to 
Malefators;' and that Ingratitude receives 
the rewards of fidelity. As thy benefits' are 
many, and great, ſoare the hazards of gra- 
titude, which is the caſe, more or leſs, of all 
other virtues;;and it were hard; if this,above 
all the reſt, ſhould be both painful and fruit- 
leſs: $0 that” tho". we'may- go currently ih 

| wit 


with it in ſmooth way, we mult yet prepare, 
and reſolve (if need be )to force through all 


to't, even if the way were cover'd with 
| thorns, .and Serpefits ; and, fall back, fall 
edge, we muſt be gratefull fill. Grateful for 
thy fake, O Lord, and grateful likewiſe for 
our own peculiar Intereſt, for -it preſerves 
thy favours, and gains us a few addition of 
' When I ſpeak in the praiſe of gratitude, I 
pleade the cauſe both of God and man, far, 
without it, we can neither be Sociable, nor 
religious. There's a ſtrange delight in the 
very purpoſe, and contemplation of it,as well 
as in the 'aQtion ; when I can fay to my ſelf, 
F love my Benefa&tor ; what is there in this 
world that I wonld not do to oblige & ſerye 
him'? Where 1 haye not the means of a re- 
quital, 'the yery meditation of it is ſufficient. 
A man is never the leſs an Artiſt, for not ha- 
ving his tools abont him ; or a mulitian, . be- 
cauſe he wants his Fiddle : nor” is he the leſs 
brave; becauſe his hands are bound; or the 
worſe Pilot, for being upon .dry ground. If 
I have only a will to be grateful,and the heart 
to-perſever, Iam fo, and that's all thou re- 
quireſt O Lord ! Let, me be upon the wheel ; 
or under the hand-of the Executioner ; let. me 
be burnt limb by limb, and my whole body 
dropping in 'the flames, a good Conſcience 
ay. Ins 0 Es il ſupports 


Shahe-3-" 11. 'K © 


ports me an al edtregats : nay, K.15 com- 
cipora eveſi RUE: ſelf: for when 1 we 
edit to approach that pot, what. Care do 
We take by ci and call to minde. all 
our Reneſatoe 


= hy iat we may; leave the: world 
dift minds in order, this 1 Is 1A 


bot Wok f good natiire, and whit, common 
yn requires of us, how niuch greater 
then muſt our-care be, to remember Al the 
i? and fayours which We have receiv'd 

thy hends O Lord, and to he grateful to 
thee Nuno” ely ; : OT "if we can't-return thee 
mot equal i the benefits which thou wert 

eas'd to confer upon us, let. us at lealk be 
are to tliee fo far, as.ndt to ſerveanother 
Maſter, for. whom thou iy gn abhorrence, 
as beigg quite Fea oy toth f forge Maxims. 

lhave already produc” 4 WTR, motives, 
and ah eckns * v3 A, our_ he rts a coft- 
rempt of the Wortd: , io 0 Fei: od, and 
ſo deſtruftiye of orir Auky alyation; I have 
endeavoured ; nf much. as I could, to wean 
our affe&io , from it, and from: all it's 

pelf, as, well; ih ig rig; in ;th Gree vile, 
ipanhoth, "|aub Os incon A and 
Cangers us, 2.25, for "re re Ps rhcti- 


s we hayc hatl from thee,O Lord !-to-hate, 
d @fhie, We , conſider; 1 2Xem: 2s. mortzl 
Fury? of | Salvation: { will now, add 


nw Sw NN this 
CH ; 


Intl the good offices they 
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this one reafon;; that tho? the World and” 
all its: pleaſures/and treaſures were reatin- 
deed, andi of that! great efliniate ( as we mate: 
them )-yot we ſhould not love: them, becauſe 
that: thy ove ©> God, ſhould: repleniſh; our 
heats: to; that degreq, as to leave nojplace. 
for any; terrenc ar carnal affection. - | 
_ It was: thy command, Q Lord + to the 
People of Ira! that they ſhould love thee 
with all:their hears, . with a; their Soul; and 
with all their powers, vho'-they, were: not 
ſo.much.oblig'd to thee, as. we: are, having 
_receiv'd; mare: favours: and graces. at thy 
hands then ever:thay :did-;: and« having alfo. 
more:knowledge of: thy. goodneſs.then'they 
could ever attain. te. 53 how then:can. we! by: 
gratitude.admit of any: other love? Hbw cam: 
we caſt our eyes, or Rbour heartsupen the 
creature, when, (Chad each:of us a:million: off 
hearts.) we ſhould in: juſtice* coanſearate 'em- 
alt: unto thee-?' There's: nav: a mative: for: 
which thou art . amiable; bat: deſerves: a 
thauſand, wills, a; thoufand!-layes; a thous» 
{and: lives, all: what we are, and-alllwhat:we 
haves. or can. pytend2to in this Worldc;, Bur 
if we look uporallithe titles;and motives: of” 
love: which! I have already: ſpoke: off. and! 
far. whick we: are. indeſpenſably. ablig'd :to. 
love thee, haw:can we in good: Conſarence, 
love any-thing; belideg thee? If we confider 
|  Ff}eriouſlly 
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ſeriouſly the multitude of thy benefits; and 

the produdts of thy infinite love, and good- 

neſs to us, we ſhall be oblig'd to confeſs that, 


had we as many: hearts as there are grains 


of Sand upon the Sea-ſhore, or Atoms.in the 
alr, all would not be capable to contain that 
great love which we owe unto thee; how 
from thee, amongſt ſo many Creatures ?and 
yet this is a plague that follows ail mankinde, 
"*tisan-evil that runs in the blood of all mor- 
tals; "tis the higheſt of Ingratitude, which is 
the common diſtemper of this corrupt Age 
we live in; for ſome are ungrateful to their 
Country, and their Country no leſs ungrate- 
ful to others ; ſo that the complaint of In- 
gratitude reaches ali Men : Does not the Son 
with for the death of his Father ? the Hus- 
band for that of his Wife ? &c. But whocan 
expect to finde gratitude in an age of {o ma- 
ny gaping, and craving Appetites; where all 
People take, and none give ? In an Ape of li- 
cenſe to all ſorts of vanity, and wickedneſs ; 
as Luſt, Gluttony, Avarice, Envy, Ambitt- 
on; Sloth, Inſolence, Levity, Contumacy, 
Fear, Raſhnefs, private Diſcords, and pub- 
lick Evils,extravagant and groundleſs wiſhes, 
vain Confidence, ſickly affeRtions, fhameleſs 
Impiety, Rapine authoriz'd, and the viola- 
tion of all things Sacred, and prophane Ob- 

py ligations 
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ligations are purſu'd with Sword and Poiſon': 
Benefits are turn'd into Crimes; and that 
blood moſt ſeditiouſly ſpilt, for which every 
honeſt man ſhould expoſe his own. Thoſe 
that ſhould be the preſervers of their Coun- 
try, are the deſtroyers of it z and "tis matter 
of dignity to trample upon the Governmeiit z 
the Sword gives the Law, and Mercenaries 
take up arms againſt their Maſters. Among 
theſe turbulent, and unruly motions, what 
hope 1s there of finding honeſty, or good 
Faith, which is the life of all virtues? there 
isnot a more lively Image of humane life,then 
that of a conquer'd City : There is neither 
Mercy, Modeſty, nor Religion ; and if we 
forget our lives, we may well forget the ob- 
ligations we have to thee and all thy benefits 
TOO. 

But. let us conſider ſeriouſly the nwltitude 
and greatneſs of thy divine bleſſings, & deal 
with thee even as one man does with another. 
The wiſe man ſays, that gifts break Rocks, yiagian 
and ſhall not thy divine benefits move a heart & hono- 
of fleſh ? and if they can ſteal the hearts of the rem acqui- 
receivers (according to Solomon) how come 1 08 
we not to be rob*d of our Souls by thee O ,;jnmam 
Lord ! For thou doſt not only give us thy autem au- 
gifts, but alſo doſt beſtow thy ſelf upon us as ferr acci- 
a moſt precious treaſure. -1f we confider the Fore t 
benefits which we have receiv'd from theein a 


Our 


our Creation, they are 45 many. as We have 
members of our bodys, and faculties of our 

Souls 3] If thoſe of our Conſervation, they are 

equal in number to the diſtin natures in 

Heaven 8nd on Earth. The Elements, the Sun, 

the Moon, the Stars, and the whole World 

were created for our prefervation, fgr with- 

out, them- we could. not ſybfiſt 5 1K we look 

upon the benefits of our Redemptian, We 

ſhall-be eaſily convinc'd, that they are as ma- 

ny as there are evils.in Hell, fram which we 

are happily deliver'd by thy Paſſion, and to- 

tal effafion of thy moſt precious bloud. Thoſe 

of our Juſtification are no leſs in number then 

are the Sacraments, which thou haſt inſtity- 

ted td increaſe our Merits,and work the San- 
Qification of our Souls ; then the Graces and 
Inſpirations which thou doſt ſhower down 

into our hearts, and the divine Examples 

Nonne Which thou haft left us,& which ſhould invite 
hzc op- usall totread with 2 maſculine courage In the 
Rs fame paths which brought thee O Lord, intzo 
vai & jeg Rane own glory. All theſe with thouſands of 
intrare in Other benefits and obligations which we have 
foriam - receiv'd from thee, and by thy Creatures,cry 
uzm. Lxc. quit unto- us to love thee with all our heart, 
24 26 withall our Soul, with all our Powers, and 
to trample under our feet this falſe World, 

with allit's vanitys, trifles,& tranſfitory plea- 

fires, But alas! We make nothing of all thy 

| . benefits, 
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' benefits, We give no/ear to all theit erys, but 
rather, will love the World and' taſt of its 
pleaſures in as ample a meaſure as our for- 
runes will afford us, wherein we ſeem to be 
worſe then even the very Heathens ; for 
Ariſtides, tho? he was reputed to be one of 
the greateſt Men of Athens, yet he was ſo 4- 
vers'd to the Pomp and toys of the World, 
and ſo affefted to poverty, that he always 
wore a courſe broken garment, ſuffer'd Hun- 
ger, Cold, and Thirſt, not for any want of 
means, or friends to relieve him, but meerly 
for his own fancy; Zexo was nothing con- 
cern'd when news was brought to him, that. 
he had loſt all what he had in the World; 
When Av xagoras receiv'd the like news, 
he ſaid no more then, if my Goods had not 
periſh'd, I had been undone. Crares flung 
his whole ſubRance into the Sea, with this 
expreſlion, It 1s better I drown you, then 
you me. Diogenes bid adicu toall he had in 
the World, and took nothing with him bur 
a wooden diſh, and ſeeing by chance one 
drink out of the hollow of his hand, broks 
that alſo. And ſhall we refuſe to do iz obe« 
dience to tky Commands, O Lord, & for the 
purchaſe of an eternal weight of etory, what 
they freely, and gladly perform'd to pleaſure 
their own fancies, and gain the repors of be- 
ing a hd ?0O madneſs! © ingrati- 
T tude 


Quid recri: tude never to be paralePd! Tho? We are 
buam Do- thine by ſo many juſt titles, and thou haſt 


mino pro 
oemaibus 
qQuz retri- 
bait mihi. 
Pf. 115.12; 


given thy ſelf, and all what thou haſt unto us, 
yet we never think of what We ought to do 
for thee,nor how We ſhall expreſs our thank- 
fulneſs for ſuch and fo great benefits. . This 


- was the greateſt care that Dsvid took,and the 


ſole ſubject of his moſt ſerious conſideration, 


what ſhall I returg unto the Lord for all the 


fayours which he has confirm%d upon me? 
But O bleſſed King and Prophet give me leave 
to ask thee what are thoſe favours ? ?Tistrue 
he has rais'd thee from the Station of a Shep- 


herd to the dignity of a King, He has enabl'd 


thee to encounter a Giant, and to get the bet- 
ter of him too, He has often prote&ed thee 
againft the evil Spirit of Saul, and has pre- 
ſery*d thy life from all the wicked and trea- 
cherous attempts he made to deſtroy thee ; 
theſe are great obligations indeed, and de- 
ſerve thy grateful-return ; but are nothing 
to the benefits which we have receiv'd at his 
hands ; his love for us was ſo great that he 
ſuffer'd death to bring us to life everlaſting 


and leftunto us for food to our Souls, his 


moſt precious body and blood ; certainly 


' theſe obligations areunſpeakable, and deſerve 


at leaſt that :ſmall attonement of returning 
back unto him our Souls, hearts, and bodys ; 
for as we had them frem him,'tis our weigh- 


ty 
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ty. obligation to let him have them again en- 
tirely, and free from any loveto the World, 
or affe&ion to the Creatures'; fo that Wwe irg 
to account our ſelves now and evermore, as 
only his, and not our own; conſequently, 
Weare'not to debaſe our love' by placing ir 
upon any worldly obje&, but to ſertle it Ones 
ly upon him alone. } + * 
And really if we conſi der ſeriouſly the infis 
nite loye which thou haſt for vs, O Lord, 
We ſhall finde that ' we have no love left to 
beſtow either upon the World, or any ter- 
rene obje&, no; nor upon our ſelves; for 
We muſt know that love conſiſts- in ation, 
and the more it aQs or ſuffers, the greater is 
the perfe&tion thereof; how great then muſt 
thy love be O Lord, being thou haſt wrought 
ſuch Stupendious works for our Salvation, & 
ſtill doſt. continue to-work the like for our 
reſervation 3/the Sun, the Moon,” and-the 94:3, 
tars have their being from thee O Lord, ups (ubjcciſti 
on our account, it was meerly for our fake ſub pedi: 
thou haſt created them. It was for our loye awdy xy 9 
thou haſt- brought-out of nothing' what won- ,..univer- 
ders of nature we ſee diyly before our eyes 5 ſas inſu- 
that fo great, and fo beautiful a diverſity of-per & pec- 
qdoriferous flowers, of ſweet herbs, of deli- ©? =. 
catc fruit, of fine Trees, and all other vari-#77. 
cties which the Earth: produces : z'It was by & Piſces 
thy orders, and for our entertainment and maris, 
T's comfort; ©/4.8:8 
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comfort : Do we not ſee how the Corn grows 

for to feed us, how the wool encreaſes for 

our cloathing, and all Beaſts are left to our 
diſpoſing ? thou haſt alſo order*d the very 
Rocks to open their boſoms and refreſh us 

with their Springs; and not only the Earth 

ſupplys us with all is productions ; but alſo 

all other Elements are $> many ſtore-houſes 

to ſupply our wants, the Sea, the Rivers & 

Brooks have orders from thee to ſupply us 

with fiih,the Air with fowl, and the fire with 

heat. Nay,the very Anpels have their under- 
ftanding from thee with that obligation to 

| _ Preſerve and protett us from all diſaſters 
Angelis both at home and abroad. If patience bea tri- 
Javie de ce al of love, where ſhall we finde ſo greatan ex- 
ur cuſtodj- aMple of that heavenly virtue, as thou haſt 
antrein ſhown tothe World in thy moſt bloody paſli- 
omnibus on and cruetdeath for us poor,miſerable,and 
Fla.go.rz, wretched Sinners, and alſo in thy moſt graci- 
ous forbearance with us, as often as we tranſ- 

greſs thy Laws, and rebell agaialt thy ſelf. 

Ifa King, after his Vaſſals. had a thouſand 

times attempted to murther.him, ſhould not 

only pardon them, bur alſo continue Nill to 

Rurſum heap his favours & treaſures npon them, cer- 
crucifiger-tainly We wonld conclude that his love for 
ng Ct them was exceſſive great, what, ought We 

um 19 

Cordibuc then to ſay of thy love, O Lord, who ſuffer- 


veſtcis. eſt us inceſſantly to crucify thee, our Crea- 
Heb.6:6, : - tour, 
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tour, our Redeemer, and glorious King, yet 

thou art ſtill filent,and the exceſs of thy love 

ſets a ſtop to the current of thy Juftice, O 

Lord ſiys the Prophet royal, waat 1s man that 

thou art mindeful of him: but I may add, | 
Lord, what is man that the Holy Trinity q,jq .q 
muſt have ſo great a love for him ? Tho E- homo 
ternal Father delivers up into the hands of his quod me- 
mortal enemies his only and dearly beloved -* po 
Son to ſuffer the moſt bitrer death of the 7**/*5 
Croſs for our Redemption. The Son leaves 

unto us his Real Body and Blood under the 

ſpecies of Bread and Wine to comfort, and 
ſtrengthen our Souls againſt all the temptatt- 

onsand ſnares of the Devil; and the Father 

and the Son together ſend us the Holy Ghoſt, 

by whoſe grace We are made partakers of _ . 

thy divine nature : can there be imagin'd a ing rag 
more intenſe, more real, or more tender grtes cf. 
love then this ? 1fthe right payment of love, cimur, 
muſt be love, and that in an equal me:ſure too, 2 P-1.4. 
how ſhall we be able to requite thy love ; it's 
altogether out of our power, unleſs thou wilt 

be pleas'd to accept of our offer to have no 

more love but for thee, no will but thine, and 

to requite thy great love with an ardent love 
hereafter for all good works, anda virtuous 

life ; for thou art not content we ſhould only 

love thee with our tongues, no, thou doſt re- 
prehehd thoſe, who cry unto thee, Lord 

ut ans «Ps | Lord, 


Lord, and do not what thou commandeſt : 

We'muſt therefore love thee in all fincerity, | 
we muſt ſuffer for thee, and make thee par- 
take of all what we have that is-good, or may 
be pleaſing unto thee, We mult love thee tru- 
ly, who ſo much loved us ;: we muſt reſolve 
to. trample the world under our feet, and al- 
ſo(if occaſion be) to loſe honour, wealth, and 
pleaſures, rather then decline from thy love ; 
bat that we may the better perform our re- 
ſolution, let us know from thee, O Lord 
what the World is; and how dangerous it ls 
to beſtow our affections upon It. - 7 


| SAVIOUR. 


Man ! how muſt never repute him hap- 

py that depends npon the World for 
his happineſs 3 ' for nothing.can be more pre- 
poſterous then to place the good of a reaſon- 
able Creature in unreaſonable things, ard yet 
aSitis a : common: miſtake to © account thoſe 
neceſſary that are ſuperfluous, ſoit 1s altoge- 
ther as common wirh men to depend upen 
the World for the felicity of life, whichariſes 
only from virtue. Thereis no truſting to irs 
ſmiles,no more then there is to a calme at Sea, 
Which will ſwell and rage ina moment,{ſa that 
the Ships are-ſwallow'd up at nightz. in the 
yery place where ny ſported themielves = 
LI Tic 
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| the morning, The world has the ſame power 


over Princes, that it has over Empires ; over 
Nations,that it has over Cities ; and the ſame 
power over Cities, that 1t has over private 
men. Where's that Eſtate that may. not be 
follow'd upon the heel with Famine,and- Beg- | 
gery ! That Dignity, which the next moment 
may not. be laid in the duſt ? that Kingdom 
that 1s ſecure from deſolation and ruine. 
The burning of Lyoxzs may ſerve as a Pre-. 
fident to ſhew that nothing can be ſafe, or ſta- 
ble in this World, it may likewiſe teach men 
to ſtand upon their guard,and arm themſelves 
againft all ſurpriſes. The terror of it muſt 
needs be great, for the calamity is almoſt 
without example. If it. had been fir'd by an 
Enemy, the flame would have left. ſome far- 
ther miſchief to be done by the Soldiers; but 
to be wholly conſum'd, was a prodigious ace 
cident ! and perhaps an Earthquake ſo per+: 
nicious as that, was never heard of : {o-ma- 
ny rarities to be deſtroy'd in one night; 
and in a profound peace to {utter an outrage! 
beyond the extremity of war, who would 
believeit ? but twelve hours betwixt fo fair 
a City and none atall : 1t was laid in aſhes in 
leſs time then it would require tq tell the ſto- 
ry. That the Inhabitants ſhonld ſtand unſha- 
ken-in ſuch a calamity is hardly to be expe&= 
&d 3 and their wonder could not but be equal 
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to their grief. This diſmal accident ſhould 
teach all menro provide againft the poſſibili- 
ties, that fall within the Power of fo cruel 
an Enemy, a$ is the World; for this Tyrant 
having all external things under his dominion 
will ſometimes ſmile at poor Silly Mortals, & 
invite thent to taſt of his pleaſures, and a- 
nother while; he will turn them of with a 
frown, and” deſtroy them with miſchiefs 
whereof they are to ſeck for the Author. No 
time, place, or condition is excepted from 
lis Tyranny ; he makes their very pleafares 
painful to them, and makes War upon them 
Mm the depth of Peace ; he turns the means of 
their Security into an occaſion of fear - he 
rurns a Friend into an Enemy, and makes a 
mortal Foe of a deer Companion - his Slaves 
ſhall be ſure to ſuffer the effe&s of War with- 
out any Adverfary ; and rather then fail,cven 
their felicity ſhall be the fatal cauſe of their 
utter deſtru&ion. 

* Leſt they ſhould either forget, or neglect 
his power ; every day produces ſomething 
extraordinary. He perſecntes the moft tem- 
perate with ſickneſs ; the ſtrongeſt conſtiru- 
tion with the Ptiſick ; he brings the Innocent 
to puniſhment, and the moſt retir'd he 
aſſaults with tumults. Thoſe Glorys which 
hive grown up with maky Ages, with infinit 
labour, and cxpence, and under the mg? 
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of many Auſpicious providences, one day 
{catters, and brings to nothing. He that pre- 
rounc'd a day, nay an bour ſufficient for the 
deſtruction of the greateſt Empire, might 
have fallen to a moment. Jt were ſome com- 
fort yet to the frailty of mankind, and of 
humane affairs, if things might but decay 
as ſlowly as they riſe, but they grow by de- 
Srees, and they fall to ruine in an Inſtant. 
There is no true felicity to be expected from 
the World in either private or publickaffairs. 
Men, Nations, and Citys have all their fates, 
and periods: Their very entertainments are 
not without terror, and their calamity riſes 
where they leaſt expected it. Thoſe King- 
domes which ſtood the ſhock both of For- 
reign Wars, and Civil, come to deſtrovQtion 
without the fight of an, Enemy. A man may 
be ſafe to day, and happy in the love of his 
Country, but to morrow he may be in trou- 
ble, and caſt either into Priſon, or Baniſh- 
ment. : To day, in pleaſure, peace, kealth ; 
to morrow broken upon the wheel ; led in 
Triumph one day, and: the next in the Agony 
of a mortal Sickneſs. What the World gives 
this day, he may take the next ; and he that 
truſts to his favours, ſhall either finde him- 
ſelf deceiv'd or if he be not, he will at leaſt 
be troubUld becaufe he has but fallible means 
to depend upon. He throws his gifts _— 
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his ſlaves, and they ( ſilly Souls ) ſweat and 
- fenffle for. them ; never confidering how 
few are the better for that which was'expe&- 
ed by all. Some arc tranſported with what 
they get; others tormented for what they 
miſs, and many times there's a Leg or an 
Arm broken, or a tan killed in a conteſt 
for a thing of no more value then a counter. 
He gives them Honours, Riches, & Favours, 
only to take them away again 3; either by 
violence, or treachery, ſo that they frequent- 
ly return to the damage of the receivers. Hs 
throws ont baits for them, and ſets traps, as 
they do for Birds and Beaſts; his bountys 
are ſnares, and Limetwigs to them ; They 
( poor Souls ) think they have taken a great 
prize, but they are themſelves taken. If what 
Riches, Pleafures, or Dignitys the World 
gives had any thing in them that were ſub- 
ſtantial, they would ſome timeor other fill, 
and quiet the receiyers z but they ſerve only 
to provoke their' Appetite, without any 
thing to allay it, unleſs Pomp, and oftentati- 
on. 1 fine, this I conclude 'upon'; that the 
Empire of the World is but imaginary, and 
that whoſoever ſerves it,' makes himſelf a 
voluntary flave ; the beſt, and"ſafeft courſe 
that men can take to exempt themſelves from 
the tyranny and flavery thereof, is to be 
neither dejected with his injurys, nor dazl'd 
Ree ESE CITY BEE IA 'with 


with his flattery, ad. favours. When Zeno 
was told that all his ſubſtance was drown- 
ed ; why thea, ſays he,the World has a mind 
to make me a Philoſopher. ?Tis a great mat- 
ter fora man to advance his minde above his 
threats, or flatteries; for he that has once got- 


ten the better of him, i is ſafe for ever; and to 
come to this point, all mortals ſhould follow 


the diQates of the Wiſe, for the things that 
are always contemnd by them, are really de- 
ſpicable, and vain'in themſelves. 


. Solomon was abſolutely the wiſeſt Prince 2 Parah. 


that ever appear'd upon the Stage of this 
World,and the moſt experienc'd in the Peace, 
Proſperity, Riches and Glory thereof. All 
the Potentates and crown'd Heads of the 
Earth thought themſelves happy for ever,had 
they but the Honour to behold his Face, to 
hear him ſpeak, and be eye-witneſſes of his 
wiſdom-and renown'd felicity. The Riches, 
the Pleaſures,6 treaſures of all other Princes, 
(were they all collected ina heap ) would 
be nothing +to his : - for - he had yearly 


Six hundred Sixty SixTalents of Gold, beſide , 


what Tribute he had pai'd unto him anually 
by the Kings of Arabia, and other Princes : 
As for Silver, it was as plentiful with him.as 
Stones are with the Mountaineers : his Plate 
and Jewells were without - number : His 
Throne x was ſupported 1 with ſeveral figures 
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of Lions, and other Beaſts, all made of maſ- 
fivegold. His Apparel and Armour were as 
precious, as they were numerous ; he had all 
the Kings, from the Philiſtines River unto 
Exipt at his beck to ſerve him when ever he 
had occaſion to command them. ' He had forty 


3 Reg.1r, thoufand Saddle-horſes in his Stables, and 


Eccleſ. r. 


twelve thonſand Chariots, and threeſcore 


_ thoufand horſes with double their nuniber 


of furniture to uſe upon occaſion. He had two 
hundred Spears all of Gold, each valu'd at fix 
hundred Crowns in gold, and three hundred 
bucklers guilt each with three hundred crowns 
'of gold. He had every day ſpent in his houſe 
one thonfand nine handred thirty and ſeven 
Quarters of Meal and Flower ; thirty Oxen 
with an hundred Wethers, beſides all ſorts of 
Foal and Venifon to a vaſt quantity, He had 
feven hundred Wives that were his Queens, 
and three hundred Concubines beſides : yet 
after all this Earthly Wealth,Pleafures, Trea- 
ſures, and even what his heart could defire, 


_ this was his feeling of them,vanitas vanitatum, 


& onnia vanitas : vanity of vasittes, and all 
is bat vanity, by which S.Jerome underſtands 
the greatneſs of his vanity, which was indeed 


* above all vanities that may be devis'd. And 


In c.1, Ecc, Solo03 himſelf confirms it by ſeveral Exam- 


Thid. 


' \ 


? ayshe, bren King in Jervlalem, and deter- 


les, atid by his own experiment t00 : I have, 


A. 


MIN d 


t3 
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min'd by my wiſdom to ſeek out the natute 4 

of all things, and have ſeen, that all under 2 

the Sun, are mecr vanitys and affiition of Y 

Spirit. I faid in my heart, I will go and a- Cap. 2x. 

| boundin all delights, and in every pleaſure 

that can be had, or thought of; and t faw 

that this was 2lfo vanity. I took great warks bid. 

in hand, made great Palaces, Sumptuous 

Houſes, "coſtly Stables, Strong Towers, Plea- 

ſant Ramparts, vaſt Vineyards, delicate Gar- 

dens fal of fine Flours and-all forts of herbs 

that can be nam'd, great Orchards planted 

with all kinde of Trees :-I made my Fiſh- 

ponds to water my Trees : I had a great 

train of Servants Men and Women, anda nu- 

merous Family, great herds of Cattle far be- 

yond all that ever my Predeceſſors were ma- 

ſters of in Jera/aler. I brought into my own 

Treaſury the Gold and Silver, the Riches and 

Jewels of all my neighbouring Kings and 

Princes. ] had a vaſt number of Muſicians and 

Singers, both of Men and Wamen, wherein 

the Children of men do place their chiefelt | 

delight. 1 had a great raany artificial curious 

and coſtly Cups to drink Wine; I fine what- 

ever things my Eyes and Heart could fancy, 

ir was out of hand provided- for them, I did 

never reſtrain them from taking their plea- 

fures: But when 1came to /reflet ferioufly: * 

with my felf upon all my ations, and works 
wherein 


' + Sad 
. [1 Ly 


wherein I had taken ſo much labonr and toil 
both in minde and body.; I made .this con- 
cluſion and firmly believe -that all was va- 
_ nity, and affliction of minde; Fob was -like= 
3 3 1.2 wiſe a moft wiſe and holy man; he. was per- 
WG &c, fe and upright in all his ways, .He . was a, 
man that fear*d God, &. eſchew'd all;.evil, 

there. were born unto him ſeyen_ Sons and, 

three Daughters whom he had educated in, 

the fear and love of Gad. His, ſubſtance was 

feven thouſand ſheep; three hundred Camels, 
five hundred yoke of Oxen, five:-hundred ſhe- 
Aſſes, a. vaſt treaſure of, Gold. and Silver,, 
abundance. of. Plate, ' and. Houſhold-ſtuff, a 

numeroms Family; 1» fine, he was the richeſt 

and moſt powerful of all the Men of the Eaſt, 

yet in a moment he was made the pooreſt, 

and the moſt afflited of all mankinde. He 

was reduc'd to that extremity, that his dea-: 
reſt Friends would not abide the fight of himz 

thus was he caſt out of doors, and forc'd to. 

lye upon a dunghil ; where he makes this ſad 

complaint, which is enough to breed in; the, 
hearts of all mankince a continual abhor- 

rence of the World, and all its allurements., 

How long; fays he, to his falſe and diſſem-, 

bling Friends, will ye vex - my: Soul, and: 
break me in pcices with words ? Theſe ten. 
» times have ye reproached me ; You. are not. 
aſhant'd that you make your ſelves ſtrange to 

| "a. 
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me. Arid be it indeed that I have err'd; 
mine errour remains with my ſelf. If indeed 
ye will magnify your ſelves againſt me, and 
plead againſt me my reproach :: Know now 
that God has permitted the World, and the 
Devil to overthrow me, and compaſs. ine 
with their nets. Behold I cry out of wrong, 
but I am not heard ; I cry out aloud, but 
there's no Judgment. They have fenc?d vp 
my way that I can't paſs, and haye ſet dark- 
neſs in my paths. They have ſtript me of all 
my ſubſtance wherein I glorid, and have 
taken the Crown from my head z They have 
alſo deſtroy'd me on every ſide, and have put - 
my Brethren far from me, and made my ac- 
quaintance even eſtranged from me; fo that 
my Relations have fail'd me, and my fami- 
liar Friends have forgotten me. They that 
dwell in my houſe Ridicule me, and my - 
maids count me for a Stranger, Iam an Alien 
in their fight. 1 call'd my Servant, and he 
gave me no anſwer; I entreated him with 
as mnch humility as poſſible, and he rebuk'd 
me. My Breath is loathſome to my Wife, 
' and tho? I intreated her for the Childrens 
ſake begotten of my body, yet fhe would 
not come near me. Nay, even young Chil- 
dren deſpiſe me ; I aroſe and they ſpake 
againſt me. All my inward Friends abhorr®d 
me ; and they whom I lov'd, are turn'd a- 
gainſt 


painſt me. O man ! can tliere be a greater 
motive tohate and abhor the Warld, to de- 
ſpiſe ir's pleaſures, to make nothing of it's 
allurements, and never to confide, or place 
any truſt in it's falſe and diſſembling friend- 
ſhip, then, to ſee how Tyger-like, they all 
combine . together - to. work the utter de- 
ſtruction of this poor, innocent, and harm- 
leſs Prince wha was ſeen one day to be the 
moſt opulent, the moſt famous, and the moft 
reſpected of all Men, of his Ape, and on the 


fame day to be made a poor, loathſom, craly 


and deſpicable creature, caſt out of doors, 
and laid upon a dunghil all full of Ulcers 
from head to foot, abandog'd by his Wife, 
by all his Friends, by his Servants, and e- 
ven by thoſe friends who made up their 
fortunes under him, and for whom he had 
as great a kindneſs, as a Father conld haye 
for his Children. 

But alas | to ſee Friends and Favourites ſo 
much eſtrang'd, and ſo ungrateful to their 
chief BenefaQours is no novel:y, tis of as 
ancient a date as is, in a manner, the Crea- 
tion of the World ; was not Cain ſo ungrate- 
ful and treacherous to his Brother Abel, as 
to invite him into the Fields under the noti- 
on of kiadneſs, but really, and with an abſa- 
lute deſign to murther him, as it fell our, for 
being jcalous of his proſperity, and of his 

: : being 
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being more in my: favour then himſelf, he 
madeanend of his life in that very place, 
where Abel thought to meet with his pleaſure, 
And was not this ſame Cain murther'd by 
his own Grandchild Lamech, to let all people gepty- 
know that ſuch treacherous proceedings will plum ul:jo 
haye their dne puniſhment at laſt, and that 4aditur de 
they ſhall be chaſtis'd in the ſame manner as paragon 
they have offended me. If rhe ingratitude of yero ſey- 
Brothers and Friends be ſo diſpleaſing to me tuagies 
as to deſerve my indignation and wrath in ſo {cprics.Gen 
high 2. meaſure, what ſevere puniſhment muſt 57.4 _ 
Children expect that are ungrateful, and cru- quisfotigr 
ell to their Parents. Read in the book of Ge- per hzc& 
nefts what afflictions were. heap'd upon Chan Punerurs® 
for being ſo ungrateful to Noah the Juſt,who ors . 
was his Father.zand the Saviour of all man- aus Cha- » 
kinde too, After the Deluge was over ; he nan ſer- 
planted a Vineyard, and he drank of the vs fervo- 
Wine to that Exceſs that he lay uncover'd Aagortabers 
within his Tent, and when this Cham his fuis. Gen, 1 
younger Son beheld his nakednefs,he laugh'd, 9.25. 
& ridicuPd the good old Man; who no ſooner 
was awake ( and diſcerning what Cham had 
done ) but was extreamly mov'd, and in the 
bitteraeſs, of his heart, he gave him his male- 
dition, which fell ſoon after upon him, and 
continu'd ſucceſſively to his whole generation. ' 4 
Abſolon came to be fo great a Monfter to his 

Father ; that he rebell'd againſt Ig 

"oh Liie 


the greateſt part of the Nation into his fac 
on, and march'd towards him with a reſohu- 
tion to deprive him both of his Life and Scep- 
ter 3 what a deplorable condition' was the 
Father brought to, when he ſaw his own 
dearly beloved Son, and all his ſubjets in 
arms againft him: Himſelf left alone with a 
few Friends that ſtood by him, baniſh'd from 
his Palace, revil'd by his SubjeQts, call& a 
thouſand Rogues, Stones flung at his head. 
Shall this affliction from a -Son to ſo good a 
Father, remain without puniſhment ? no, 
Tui Jeab Abſolons heart ſhall be pierc'd through with 
nt as many lances as he created diſturbances in 
ſna, &in- the Kingdom, and ſorrow to his Father ; and 
fixix eazin this 'puniſhment ſhall be perform'd by the 
conde Ab- deareſt of all his friends, which of neceflity 
_ muſt be an extream addition to his great mis- 
2.18. 
14. fortune. Aug»ftus was a moſt gracious Prince 
Three 1an- when he had the power in his own hand ; and 


$1 : » 
| * 


| ces forthe ſq careful of the welfare of his SubjeQs, "that 


hs he they had, no leſs, then reaſon, to think them- 


diſturbeg ſelves miof happy under his Government, 
the Nation for he kept them in peace with all the World, 

fo that they could trade both far and near 

without any fear of being molefted, or their 

Ships in danger of being taken by any Enemy, 

in their voyages abroad, or coming home; 

he gave them as much of their Liberty asthey 

could reaſonably-expett, and as much free- 

dom, 


dom, and Priviledge as their hearts could de- 
fire; but they (ungratetul Wretches ) kick'd 
at all his kindeneſs, and refolv'd inhumanely 
torebell againſt him 3; and who muſt be the 
chief head of their Faction, bat Cirma, a man 
{a muchindebted to, Auguſtus for his manifold 
favqurs confer: '& upon him, andabove all o« 
ther kindneſſes, for giving him bis life, which 
he had before forfeited upon ſuch another 
wicked aCtion : . The defign was laid, and ore 
der'd that Cine with two more of his Con- 
federates. ſhould invite Auguſtus into his 
Chariot, and when he was therein, to dehiver 
him unto his. mortal Enemies, or murther him 
in the very place, 1f he had made any reſtſt- 
ance : but another circumſtance which does 
agoravate his ingratitude to the higheſt pitch, 
is, that when he had one hand extended to 
ſubſcribe unto this horrid Plot againft his 
life, he had another ready to receive more of 
his favours, far at the ſame time Anugn#us 
made him a Conſul, which was an. honour 
(as he confefs'd himſelf ) he dur & not fo much 
2s defire. What ſhall I ſay of the monſtrous 
ingratitude of Brutrs againſt ſo good a friend, 
and Father too, as Jules Ceſar was to him, for 
he was not only content to heap kanours and 
diznities upon him, but: did adopt him for 
his own Son, and Heir apparent toail his 
worldly wealth, this fo extraordinary a kind- 
| uU 2 nels 


neſs ſhould move the heart even of the great- 
eſt of Tyrants to lay down his life in defence 
of ſo good a friend, yet it was not able to 
mollify the ſtony heart of Brutus, for he was 
the very firſt that approach'd him with his 
naked dagger to give him his mortal wound 
in the very Senate-houſe. Thefe and ſeveral 
other ſuch miſcariages tarniſh'd the Luſtre of 
heir glorions ations, and forc*d me to re- 
move their Empire into another Nation, 
which is already come to be as treacherous & 
ungrateful, in a manner to me as the Romans 
have been one to another : for I fee they have 
combin'd with my Enemies to affli& and op- 
preſs my Members upon Earth, and leſſen 
the beauty and immunity of my Church-mili- 
tant: Theſe are crimes far exceeding the 
falſhood, and treachery of the Romans , be- + 
cauſe they were Heathens,without any know- 
ledge of my infinite Attributes, of my Su- 
pream Majeſty, of my omnipotent power, 
and alſo were depriv'd of the light of grace, 
which are the eminent favours I have impart» 
ed to them; but I ſee they turn them all to the 
wrong uſe ; which certainly will riſe in Judg- 
ment againſt them in the dreadful day of my 
viſitation.But alas ! Intereſt is the only friend- 
flip of the World ; and where it is not to 
be had, there's no favour, no, nor common 
civility to be ſhown. O Ungrateful World ! 

— Woe 
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Woeis he that will ſettle his affe&tionsupon 
thee after all theſe convincing Preſidents of 
thy moſt horrid baſeneſs. Now, Mai ! let img 
hear thee diſcourſe of its falſhood, arid vani- 
ties: and give me an account of what my 
Doctors and able Divines ſay of it. 


M AN. 


Q Moſt Gracions Saviaur.! thou haſt 
throughly convinc'd me of the falſ- 
hood and vanitys of the World, and haſt ſaid 
as much of its tranſitory pleaſures as is able 
to breed in the hearts of all men an everlaſt- 
ing abhorrence of them, bunt becauſe thou de- 
ſireſt to hear what the DoQours, and the able 
Divines of thy Church ſpeak of em, I will 
begin to relate thy beloved Diſciples opinion 


of them ; he tells me in the firſt place, that s Joan. 2 
whoſoever hates his Brother is in Darkneſs, 19,1 £g 


and walks in darkneſs, and knows not whe- 
ther he goes, becauſe that darkneſs has blind- 
ed his eyes ; and this 1 think is ſufficient to re- 
ſtrain the malice, hatred, and mortalanimo- 
ſities, which Chriſtians have one againſt ano- 


ther - In the ſecond place, he earneſtly in-_ 


treats us all not tolove the World, neither 
the things that are in great eſteem with the 
World, aad the reaſon he gives for it,is, that 
if any loye the world, or its allyrements, the 
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love of thy Celeſtial Father is not in his heart; 
for all that is in the World, is the Luſt of 
the fleſh, the luſt of theeyes, and the pride of 
life, with their attendants, and ſeveral bran- 
ches, which thy Father hates mortally, and 
therefore if We pretend to be of the happy 
number of his Children, We muſt be of his 
minde ; and declare by our actions the mor- 
tal hatred we bear them ;, and eſpecially .be- 
cauſe the World paſſes away, and the luſt 
thereof; hurt he that does thy will, (which is 
the ſame with that ofthy Father) abides for 
ever. 

To begin with the luſt of the fleſh, TI muſt 
ſpeak of the pleaſures of the Palate, which is 
one of the moſt dangerous branches thereof; 
for it deals with us like the Egiprian Thieves, 
that Strangle thoſe they imbrace. I muſt con- 
feſs that Iam amaz'd to hear of the Luxury 
of Nomentanus and Apicius, that entertain'd 
their very Souls in the Kitchen; they had 
the choiceſt muſick for their ears, the moſt 
diverting ſpectacles for their eyes z the choli- 
ceſt variety of meats,and drir ks for their Pa- 
lates, and what was all that but a merry mad- 
neſs ? *Tis true they had their delights but 
not without heavy and anx1ous thoughts, e- 
ven in their very enjoyments ; beſides that, 
ticy are follow'd with repentance, and their 
very frolieks are little more then the laugh- 

| ter 
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ter of ſo many people out of their Wits. 
Their felicities are full of diſquiet, and nei- 
ther fincere, nor well grounded; but they 
havenced of one pleaſure to ſupport another. 
and of new prayers to forgive the errors of 
their former. Their life muſt needs be wretch- 
ed, that get with great pains, what they 
keep with greater. One diverſion overtakes 
. another : hope excites hope : Ambition be- 
gets ambition ; ſo that they only change the 
matter of their miſeries, without feeling any 
end of them,and ſhall never be without proſ- 
perous, or unhappy cauſes of diſquiet. What 
if a body might have all the pleaſures in the 
world for the asking ? who would ſo much 
uniman himfelf, as by accepting of them, to 
| defert his Soul, and become a perpetual Slave 
to his Senſes ? Thoſe falſe and miſerable Pa- 
lates that Judge of meats by the price and dif- 
fhculty, not by the healthfulneſs, and taſt, 
they vomit, that they may eat, and they eat 
that they may fetchit up again. They croſs 
the Seas for rarities, and when they have 
ſwallow'd them,they will not fo much as give 
them leave to digeſt. | 
But what was the end of that 4picins ? of 
that corrupter of youth, and plague of the 
Age heliv'd | in? afcer he had ſpent a prodi- 
gious fortune upon his belly, he poyfor'd 


Hit” for fear of ſtarving, "when he hat! 
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285600. Crowns in his Coffers ; which may 
ſerve to ſhew us, that it is the minde;and not 
the Summ that makes any man rich. But why 
do I] call that poiſon, which was the whol- 
ſomeſt draught of his life ? his dayly glutto- 
ny was poiſon rather ; both to himſelf and 
others. His oſtentation of it was intollerable; 


and ſo was the infinite pains he took: to miſ- _ 


lead-others by his example, who weat faſt e- 
nough of themſelves without driving. 

It is indeed a horrid ſhame for: a. reaſona- 
ble man to place his felicity in thoſe enter- 
tainments, and appetites that are ſtronger in 
Brutes.. Do not Beaſts eat with a far better 
ſtomach ?- have they-not more ſatisfaction in 
their Luſts ? and they havenot only a quick» 
er reliſh of their pleaſures, but ..they enjoy 
them without either ſcandal or remorſe. If 
ſenſuality were happineſs, Beaſts were hap- 
pier then Men; but humane. felicity is Jodg'd 
in the Soul, not in the Fleſh. They that de- 
liver themſelves up- to Luxury, are ſtill ei- 
ther tormented with' too. little, or glutted 
with too much ;- and equally. miſerable, by 
being either deſerted,or overwhelm'd : They 
are like men1n a dangerous Sea.z one while 
caſt dry upon a Rock, and another, while ſwal- 
low'dup in a whirl-pool ; and all this from 
the miſtake of not diftinguiſhing - good 
from evil, The Huntſman that with much1la- 

|  bour, 
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|bour, and hazard takes a wild beaſt, runs as 

great 2 risque afterwards in the keeping of 

him ; for many times he tears ont the throat 

ofhis Maſter ; z and ?tis the ſame thing with 

inordinate pleaſures ; the more in number, 

and the greater they are, the more general 

and abſolute a Slave is the Servant of them. 

Let Mortals ſay what they will of him, and 

let the common People pronounce him as 

happy as they pleaſe, he pays his liberty for 

his delights, and ſells himſelf for what he 

buys. But who mult be the Purchaſer ? Who? 

but the Devil that plays the Hoſt in this 4mor r. 

world, and will ſerve them at an inch with 7% 2. 

what delights or pleaſures they deſire, but 

will be ſure to write up all in his black book, 

and take an exaQt account hereof at the day of 

their-death, then he will not fail to bring in 

the whole reckoning, and charge them with 

all ; their mirth ſhall be then chang?d into 

mourning and lamentation, and if they be 

not able to make atonement, and diſcharge 

their accounts, they ſhall hear, to their eter- 

nal ſorrow, thisthy dreadful Sentence, look Quantum 

how much they have taken of their delights, in deliciis 

ſo much torment do you. lay upon them. "_, nah 
A wiſe and diſcreet Traveller, when he jj Q5. ® 

comes into an Inn, tho? his Hoſt ſhould ſet mentum.. 

before him moſt rare and delicate meats. to 4poxc. 18. 

banquet at his pleaſure ; Yet he will Nah 

h : Fo 


ng at his departure ; on the contrary a fool 
Will lay hatids on every delicate bit that is 
pin to his ſight, he will a& the Prince 
for a night or two : but next day when it 
comes to be diſcharg'd, he is forty for what 
he had done, and would wiſh he had liv'd on- 
ly upon bread and water, rather then be put 
to that vexation and diſgrace too, as to part 
with all his mony for his belly. The cuſtom 
of thy Church O Lord, is to faſt the eve of 
every great fealt, and then to recreate their 
Spirits the next day, which is the Feſtival it 
ſelf. This repreſents very well the abſtinent 
life of thy good Servants in this World, for 
which they deſerve to be nobly treated, and 
made much of in the World to come : but the 
cuſtome of this World is quite oppofire, for 
they will eat and drink merrily, let the Hoſt 
bring in what reckoning he will ; but when 
payment is demanded, and that they can'r 


Rifas 6... 2b off without the Sum laid in his hand, O 


fore mif- Fhenall their mirth is forgot, and as much a- 

cebitur, & ſham'd they arcat their laughing and ranting, 

extrema, a$ is a dog when his tail 1s cut off. This is 

| mga !8- the character that Holy Scripture gives of the 

t.150.14 Pleaſures of tho World; laughter ſhall be 
pat.Fre.14 £a1ures ot the VV OLId 5 aug 
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mingl'd with ſorrow, and mourning ſhall Melivs eft 

come at the latter end of mirth. Ir is for this 1re 2d do- 

very reaſon that the Wiſe holds it better to, 9b 

» quam 

go to the houſe of ſorrow, then to the houſe ,q 'ao- 

of feaſting : and the cauſe why is, that where mum con- 

ſadneſs appears, there the heart of the wiſe vivi-Ecc.7 

man is lodg'd : but where mirth is, there is NE 

the heart of fools and for concluſion,hegives @pientis 

me this wholeſome document, happy is the & ubigau- 

man that is always fearful, which is the ſame {um ibi 

thing that the Holy Ghoſt recommends to e- randy mg 

very man; to walk carefully and upright Rearus ho- 

with God, thinking upon his commandments, mo qui 

how we keep and obſerve them ; how we re- {<mper cf 

fiſt temptations, how we mortify our fleſh, __ 

how we beſtow onr time, talents, and riches ' 

which he was pleas'd to lend us ; how we la- 

bour to make up a plentiful harveſt of good 

works for the obtaining of Heaven, what ac- 

count we could give him, if he had ſummon'd 

us at this very moment to appear before him. 

O that, We were ſo happy as to make of theſe 

good thoughts our frequent meditation, I am 

certain We ſhould have no time to ſpend in 

the idle pleaſures and paſtimes ofthis World, 

but alas ! our grand misfortune is, that we 

never trouble our brains with *tem, we will 

rather think of what our Kitchens can afford. 

To ſee what a number of Cooks, what a va» 

riety of meats a noble-man will have, *cis b» 
| 2 
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be wonder'd that ſo much proviſion ſhould 
be made for one belly, and that fo many peo- 
ple ſhould be employ'd to briagiup the Luxu- 
ry of all tafts in one difh, which is rather 
like a vomit then a foup ; but they have 
their puniſhment even in this World, for 
from their compound diſhes, ariſe com- 
pounded diſeaſes, which require compound 
Medicines. *Tis the ſame thing with their 
mind, that it is with their Tables ; ſimple 
vices are curable by ſimple Conncels, bnt a 
general diſſolation of manners is hardly 
overcome - They are overrun with a publick, 
as well as with a private madnefs. The Phy- 
fitians of old underſtood little more then the 


vertue of ſome herbs to ſtop blood, or heal - 


a wound, and their firm and healthy bodys 
needed little more, before they were corrup- 
ted with Luxury and pleaſure : And when 
it once came to that, their buſineſs was not to 
lay hunger, but to provoke it, by a thouſand 
inventions, and ſauces. That which was ali- 
ment to a craving Stomach, is' become a bur- 
then toa full one. So that Luxury may be 
look'd upon as the offspring of all their di- 
ſeaſes,as paleneſs in the face, trembling over 
all their body, a weakneſs in all their joynts, 
their bellys ſtretcd, a ſuffuſion of choler ; 
the torpor of the nerves; and a palpitarion 
of the heart, megrims, torments ofthe eyes, 


and 
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and ears, headach,, Gout, Scurvy, ſeveral 


kinde of Feavours, and putrid Ulcers: with 
many other diſeaſes, that are but the juſt pu- 
niſhment of Luxury. 

What ſhall 1 fay of drankenneſs, which is 
a voluntary madneſs; it emboldens men to 
a all kinde of miſchief; it both irritates wick- 
edneſs, and diſcovers the ſame; was it not 
in his drunken fit that Alexander took the 


- life of Clitus upon the point of his Sword,tho® 


he was the deareſt of his Friends, and the 

chief of his Favourits ? It makes them that 

are inſolent, pronder, and thoſe that are cru- 

el by nature put on the fierceneſs of an anger- 

ed Bear ; it takes away all ſhame. He that is Ecc< a- 

peeviſh breaks out preſently "into ill words, Dang 

and blows too, and values not to ſtrike even jn po” ig 

his Wife and Children. A drunken mans tcmpru ſu- 

tongue trips, his head runs round, he ftag- P<rbicſuz 

gers in his pace, but the next morning he —_— 

will certainly meet with thoſe diſeaſes which cempiic, & 

uſually follow this vice. How many publick tibi inceri- 

miſchiefs it has done, how many warlike na- © mina. 

tions, and ſtrong Cities, that have ſtood in- ; W 
do Ws !t12. 13-28 

vincible to ſeveral attaques, and Seiges, has 

drunkenneſs overcome ! how many great 

Armys has it defeated. Did not the drunken- 


neſs of Holofernes bring a total deftrucion 


- upon the Aſſrians, and at the ſame time an 


exceeding joy to the people of fr el, when 
they 


(302 
they beheld his: head eut off by the hands of 
a Woman which was of a maſculin courage. 
Yet we may ſec many in the World that hola 
it to he a peice of gallantry to drink the com- 
pany dead ? a magnificent Virtue indeed, 
to ſwallow more wine then the reſt, and 
yet at laſt to be out-dane by a hogthead. 

But there's yet another peice of gallantry, 
that is as brutiſh as th'other, and what is 
that ? "tis to invert the offices of day, and 
night :- asf their eyes were only given them 
to make uſe of in the dark : Is it day, they 
will cry, O.then *tis time to go to bed. Is it 
night, ? why then "tis time for us to riſe. 
They. will Sup.in the marning, and Dine at 
midnight, 1» fre, I muft conclude that they 
arg tke moſt miſerable of all mortals, that 
deliver themſelves up to their palates, or to 
their Lyſts : For the pleaſure is ſhort, and the 
end of it is cither eternil ſhame, or a ſpeedy, 
and hearty Repentance. 
What ſhall I ſay of vain-glory, which js 
a diſardinate deſire to be well thought of, to 
be in the eſteem of the World, receive the 
applauſe, and good word of all people, to be 
prais'd. and glorifi'd of Men; this indeed is 
2 great vanity, yet, 'tis the common diſtem- 
per of all men, and creeps into- the breaſts, 
even of the moſt, religious among them ;, had 
I ſeen a man run up and down the Frome 

afrer 
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after a feather,which is toſs'd to and fro with 
the winde, certainly I would imagine him to 
be either a perfect fool, or a little maddiſh, F 
can have no better opinion of a man that is ca- 
ried away with the wavering blaſt of ſeveral 
mouths, far as this man might weary him- 
ſelf ovt before he got the thing which he fo 
earneſtly follow'd, and when he had it, it is 
at beſt but a feather, ſo a vain-glorious mary 
may labour a long time, before he attain to 
his aim, which is a popular applauſe, and 


when he has it, it's not worth to him a pins © 


head, being but the breath of a few mens 
mouths, that does alter upon every light oc- 


caſion, and now makes him great, now little, - 


now good, now bad, and at another time 
nothing at all, 
- © Lord! thou art a ſufficient Evidenceto 


prove this truth, for thou haſt been tofS'd to Hatth. 2 


and fro in the opinion of men ; ſome have 
faid that thon wert a Samaritan, and had 2 


van, 


Joan. g: 
Matth.?2 1. 


Devil in thee ; others, that thou couldft not Mar. 27. 


be a Prophet, no, nor a man fent from God, 

being thou didft not keep the Sabbath-day, 0- 
thers, to the contrary, alledging that if thon 
hadſt not thy commiſſion from 'above, thou 
couldſt not work ſo many ind ſuch ſtupendi- 
ousMiracles.z fo that there was a ſtrange di- 
viſion among them upon the whole matter : 

In fine, the conclufion of the difpute ts a main 
| argument 


LuCe23s 
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argument of the Worlds vanitys for . upon 
Palm-Sunday they receiv'd thee into Feruſa- 
lem with the Solemnity of Hoſana,, caſting 
green branches, and even their apparel under 
thy feet ; but on Thurſday and Friday fol- 
' lowing,they,all cry'd out Cracifie againſt thee, 
and preferr'd the life of a Barrabas, of a wick- 
ed Murtherer, before that of a pure, ſpotleſs, 
and moſt innocent Lamb, who came to waſh 
off our ſinful ſpots with the effuſion of his 

moſt precious blood. | et, 
Inteliigite Underſtand this ye brutiſh among the Peo- 
hzc invpi-nple; and ye fools, when will ye be wiſe to 
ts conſider, if they dealt thus with the Saviour 
Frei aj. Of the World, who was the holieſt that ever 
quando ſa- trod upon the Earth, and wrought more mi- 
pice. Pſa. racles then all the books of the World are a- 
24% bletocontain, which inall reaſon might have 
purchas'd him a glorious: Name, Fame, and 
Honour among the people ; why will you 0- 
ver-labour and toil your ſelves for an unfet- 
led blaſt of vain-glory ? Why do. you caſt 
£ your labours into the winde of mens mouths ? 
Mihi au- hy doyon place your Riches in the lips of 
_ wavering and unſtable men, where every 
eſt ut a yvo- Flatterer may rob you of them, have you no 
bis Judi- ſurer Coffer to lock them up in ? St. Paul was 
_—_ ab of another- minde when he ſaid, 1 eſteem it 
te « coy. little to be judg'd of you,or of the day of man, 
4-3, And he hada deal of reaſon ;for what a_ 
| 1C 
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runs at the Til, if the ignorant Peo2 
and. by,: do; give. Sentence again 


he.that r 
ple that 


- * 
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him, ſo. the Judges "oof his Gde. Had the Jeſu ft 
blinde man in het road. ta Fericho, depended I David mi- 
on the approbation, and liking of thoſe that 7 pare 


were going by, he had never receiv'd from * 
thee O Lord,the benefit of his fight, for they 


would not have him torun after thee, no,nor 


cry. out to thee for a cure. _ 
If we believe St. Ambroſe, he will tell us, 


that a Yaln main 1s no better then a wind-mit, 


for he will run on, if he be prais'd ; but if 
he feels not the gale of a popular applauſe to 
blow up his Sails, he is preſently daunted, & 


quite out of heart ; no more will the wind- 
.mil grinde nor make any meal, but. accord- 


ing as the blaſt ſhall hold favourable, & blow 


.nto its ribbs : ſo that I may very well com- 
pare him to the Babilonjans, who with a little 


ſweet muſick, were made to adore any thing 


whatſoever. "Tis therefore [ believe that Ho- 


1y Scripture ſays, As Silver is tried in the fire 


by blowigg it, ſo is a vain man tried in the 
_mouth of him that praiſes, and the ſimilitude 


is yery true, for as Silyer, if it be good, ſuf- 


fers no detriment thereb * bur if it be get 
| ,wiſe, it goes off like a. 2ddow, and ea ty 
nothing behinde it but naſty groſs; It's even 
To with a yain man, he is overjoy Y when he - 
is Prals 'd, but if he hears nothing ſaid to his 


X commendation, 


c,18.36, 


Dan.3, 


be " radeg % X s ; MAY rl. " : Ah Pr EG 
FY of ; a Nx k 
FY by. 


tommendition; beer i he 
have we Teen put beſide ry Nie h. 

of their aud 4h rwards brod 06h 
with a contrary witid of contetoþt; ind Bl 
Yen even upon Ne vety bbrders 'of deſpair? 
How many do We ſee Gayly extblPd in ;thetr C 
Sins, and ayd tÞþ in their wickedheſs ? bow 1 
Tany palpableand intolerable! fatterics s 

' we. hear both n&d, and accepted of dayly 

for I ſee nonie give it are pulſe, #s David di 
Away fays he, with this Sf and Oltitirſant 7 
Sinners, let it riot corte upon my head. We 
Are all created "for Heaven, and Shy ſhould 

Wwe not rather imitate the Citizens thereof, 

then thoſe of this World that are'fo mneh 
Epamout'd' with it's yanities, and fo far in- 
83p'd in the follys thittebf. The, Angels and - 
"Saints ſeek*for nv hobbit to: theniſelves , biit 
Tea7e all to God, and ſhall We. poor filly 
reetcht & deſire, i "ardently " to be plorifi'd'? 
F/2.g, "Yor whak } 1 1t for our dignities, for our ho- 
-Nours,; for dur | vaſt Eſtates? Theſe I muſt 
onfels are great mitters in the fight of ſilly 
Shs they ate Jewels of an extraordina- 
Piper ; and to, purchaſe” them, they don't 
cruple to hay, EO even their Sovls in ex- 
77 [ko phe Devil for them 3 the Chriftrahs 
Poatt, 11.5Þ ry were d rich eamonr with them, 
Toan 19. 1 HE NI nodtd| fiot confeſs thee O' Lord, 
ck, fox take open profeſſion” bf thy 
Faith, 


or FI © 
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Faith. 'This brought an (everlaſting remorſe 

ypon F4lare*s injuſtice, for tho'' he knew thou 45.25; 
wert innocent, yet to keep in favour with 
- | the Jews, and to continue his place under 

? | Ceſar, be condemn'd thee to -dy the death 

r | even of the greateſt Malefatours Agrippe 

v | and Feftus were convinc'd of tWintegrity and 

0 | truth of St: Pau?s doftrine, yet theſe Remo- 

, ra's diverted then from making, profeſſion 
I 

f 

£ 

a 


thereof. And does not the ſame contideration 
withhold Millions of Souls in this corrupt 
Age we livein from embracing the means of 
working their Eternall- Salvation ? O ! ſays _ 
s | St. Paxltoſuch filly Souls, be you not Chide/Nolliee : 
h | dren in underſtanding ; and why ? becauſe it > Anogg 
- | is uſual with children to ſet a far greater va», cor. 14, 
Q -| lae upon a painted table,then upon a precious 

it | Jewel; whatareall the honours, dignities, 

y | and treaſures of this world but painted ſtuff, 

? | acquir'd with a deal 'of labour, preſery'd 

)- | with abundance of fear and care,and loſt with 

ſt | as much grief and ſorrow. I remember in my 

y | own days, that Monſieur Foxker, the: greateſt 

i- | Favonrite the King of Fraxce had, was inveſt= 

* | ed with ihe chiefeſt honours and dignities 

E- | that a ſabje& could pretend to, and his heart. 

hs | was foſwer'd up with Pride,  thatthe Choos'd; 

D, | for a motto; Quo nor Aſcendamout | remem- 

In | ber alfo that all” his ambition and glory va= 

iy | niſtd in onenight, for the King being in- 

by j + X .2 form'd 


Potentes 
Potenter 
rormenta 


parientur, 
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fortm'd of his deſign to' make bimſelf abſolute 
Maſter of the Iſle of Rae,ſeiz'd npon his earth« 
ly ſubſtance both at home and abroad, and 
condemn'd his Perfon to a Priſon during his 
life, whereupon this Jeſt was made of him, 
and writ under his Coat of Arms, Quo non 
deſcendem;, for certainly 1t was a prodigious 
toſs, to be thrown down from the height of 
proſperity, to the depth of Adverſity,, and 
in one night. 

Now let us conſider any ſtate or dignity 


that we moſt affe&, and reaſon thus, many 


have already mounted up ſo high, but they 


were forc'd to deſcend again, by the appoint- | 


ment either of Death or of Fortune, and 
which was the greater, either thejoy of get- 
ting, or the forrow in looſing it ? whereare 
now all thoſe Emperours, thoſe Kings,thoſe 
Princes, thofe Popes and Prelates, who re- 
joyc'd ſo much in their days at their own 


advancement ? There's not a word of them 


now, they are clear out of mens memory, & 
long fince rotten 1n their graves. Now every 
mecanick fellow may-boldly walk over their 
heads, whoſe faces heretofore might not be 
ſeenwithont aticket for admittance into their 
inner chamber of Preſence, and what does 
their dignittes avait them now, only that they: 
are the more taken notice of in Hell ( if they 
be gone down ſo low ) and the far more tor- 
| mented 
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mented by the Devils. 

I can'c better compare the vanity of this 
World, then toa mans own ſhaddow, which 
the more he runs after, the more it flies from 
him, but if he flies from it, it will approach 
him ; the only way to catch it,is to fall down 
on the ground upon it. So We ſte that thoſe 
who gap'd after honour in this World, are 
now ſo far from having any honour exhibit- 
ed to their Perſons, that their very memory 
is clear out of date ; whereas thoſe who have 
moſt fled from it, and have debagd them- 
ſelves to the very loweſt degree of mankinde 
throughan exceſs of humility ; are now the 
moſt honour'd, even by thoſe that were their 
enemies in this life. St. Paul made no more 
of the World and ofall its honours and trea- 
ſures, then of common dung, and who'is 
more honour'd now then he, even in"this 
World ? who is more commended, and re- 
member'd in this life, then he, and all others 
that have follow'd his examples. We may con- 
clude by this what a main folly it is to have 
ſo great an eſtimate for worldly honours, as 
to endanger our Souls in the vain and fooliſh 
purſuit. of them. There are ſeveral other va- 
nitys'in the World, which do entangle the 
poor Childrenof Adam, ina thouſand follys, 
which are ſo many baits the Devil flings' a- 


- 0008 them to draw their- Souls into kis moſt 
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dark and dreadful Dominion. Some will-va» 
Ine themſelves upon the antiquity 6f..their 
Familys, ſome upon their Witdome, others 
upon their beauty and rich apparel, &c, 
Moſt gracious Saviour thou haſt copionſly 
inſtructed mc hitherto 1n all matters relating 
to-my Salvation, as far as I have propos'd, | 
hope 'thou wilt be mercifully plcas'd to. lex 
me hear:thy ſeatiments touching the premiſes, 
and how dangerous it 15 to hanker after ſuch 
toys, and amuſements of - Children. 


SAVIOUR. 


Man ! 1f mortals could trace their de- 
ſcents, they ſhould finde all- Slaves-to 
come from Princes, and; all Princes from 
Slaves, and therefore I think they are-not 
their - crafts-maſter , when they murmur 
againſt nature, and fortune, as if were 
their:  unkindeneſs that makes them in+ 
confiderable in the World, when 1t, is only 
by their own weakneſs that they make 'them- 
felves ſo for it is virtue, not pedigree that 
renders a man either valiable,, or happy- It 
was never 'heard that did either reject; or 
chooſe any man for his quality, /contreriwiſe, 


to confound this vattity, when 1 catnt down 


from-my HeavenlyFather's PallaceuponEarth, 
19 become man for 'the Redrnteaien of man- 
; 6-7 ED kinde ; : 
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'E kinde ; Icall'd my ſelf 1 by the name of the watth.8. 
| Son of man; and choſe to be born ofa poor 20-24-26- 
Virgin, for, otherwiſe I was no Son af mary; 

and to debaſe my ſelf the more; I went an- : Joan. 10. 
y der the notion of a Shepherd, and was calPd 

| too, which is a name of contempt in the 

: | World: Moreover: when I was'to conſtitute — RS - 5 
- | the firſt King in 7/rae, I did not ſeek for one Oe" 
| of the moſt ancient blood, but fixt upon Saul, 

3 | who wasabſolutely of the moſt contem ptable, 

and baſeſt Tribe of the Jews; 'and after him 

I ſeleted David, who was a Shepherd too, 

and the pooreſt of all his Brethren.And when Marth. 6: 
Jcameinto the World as aforeſaid, with 'a | 
deſign to reform it, and ſpread my Doctrine 

over all its Dominions, I did not pitch upon 

the nobleſt men to give them my commiſſion, *® he 
and make them my Pateritees, to' bring that _ : "ang 
work to perfection ; but even upon the poor- ai elcgir 
eft, and ſimpleſt, and thoſe too, that hadtheir Deus uc 
livelyhood only by fiſhing, I made my - Apo- ©2nfundar 
ſtles, and Princes of all the Earth, thereby 6 eng ; 
to confound the fooliſh vanity of this World, tia myndi 
that makes ſo great and eftimable, the pree> & contem- 
minence of a little fleſh and blood in'this life, rar og 
where-ther&s no merit'or virtue tobe found: |; & cx 
"Tis certain the original of all mankind was quz non 
the faie, and, it is only a virtuous life, and ſunt ur ca 

a clear conſcience, that 'makes ay man ne- PZ ſunt 
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| ſa, which is ſo/bountiful as to caſt thoſe = 
vours, and. bleſſings, even upon the. very 
Heathens, when they give their concurrence 
to receive them ; for Socrates was no Patrician 
born, no-more was, Cleanthes, tho" he came 
to that dignity from that low and contempti- 
ble Station'of an under-Gardiner ; -neither 
did Platoattain to that great dignity, wherein 
the World had ſeen him, by his birth, but 
by his goodneſs. Tis moſt certain alſo that 
the beginning of tne Nobility of this. Age, as 
wellas of all ;other paſt Centurys, had no- 
thing before it : ſo that of all their Anceſt- 
ours, ſome were ſplendid , others ſordid, as 
it happen'd,. thou mayſt very well Judge by 
David, and his Brethren, what. their Fathers 
condition was, that could afford his Sons: no 
higher fortune, then-to de private- Sentinels 
in Sauls Army, and of Saxls Father too, by his 
ſending him with a peice of bread in his poc+ 
ket to ſeek, both far and near, for his ſtray'd 
Aſſes : Look-upon the Nobility of. this pre- 
ſent Age, and read the memorials of their 
ExtraQtion, thou ſhalt finde ſome pood, ſome 
. bad, ſome. virtuous, and ſome-godly, ſome 

in.an eminent, and-others in a very low 


-- Condition.3, nor is it -any more. to their ho- | 


' Hour), the glory of. their Predeceſſours, then 
' is to their ſhame, .the wickedneſs of their 
- Poſterity. They argallcompos'd of the ſame 

clement 
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Wement; a therefore they ſhould not wind 
themſelves upon their Nobility of blood, as 
if they were not all of them equal, when their 
primitive Progenitour is unknown, and that 


| they can carryit-no farther, the Herald pro- 
| rides ſome Hero to. ſupply the place of an il- 


luſtrious Original; & there's the riſe of Arms, 


| and Families. O, whata grand folly it is to 


ſpend ones life in purſuit of a title,that ſerves 
only when he dies to furniſh out an Epitaph z 
yet Nobility.of fleſh and blood is a moſt | pre- 
cious pearl in the eye of the World, and in- 
deed iris to be highly eſteem'd, when it is 
joyn'd with. virtue, and accompani'd with 
the fear and loveof God 3 They are the men 


whom I eſteem moſt in the World; and have Job 1: on 


ſo great a veneration for them,that I call them 
my. own Servants, .as alſo the glory and re- 
nown of my whole Flock, as thou; mayſt ſee 
by. the commendations I gave. of Feb to the 
mortal Enemy of all mankinde,when he came 
to give mean account- of his travels, and of 
his walking up and down the World; haſt 
thou conſider d (faid. 1to him.) my. Servant 
Fob, that .there's none like him on Earth, 

he isa true Noble-man indeed, for he isa 
perfe& and upright man, one that fears God, 

and eſchewseyil5 a, man that (were he ſtripe 
of all his. means, of all -his Children, of his 
health, and all his earthly wealth, reduc'd to 


ly 


Machab, 2. 


o 


| Machab. 2; 


wy a. 


- 


loyal, and obedient'ts my commands. | 
. "Matrathiai was 19 lefs a Nobleman; for 
tho? Artiochus had depriv'd him” of all his 
great Eſtate, and 1ſh'd out his warrants to 
take'hum, and put him to death; unlefs he had 
ador'd his Idols, and offer*d them Sacrifice; 
yet he made an open, and publick proteſtari! 
on that he, his Children, and his Brethren 
would never obey {o' wicked an orfer, and 
fo contrary to the law of his Forefathers,add- 
ing.,that if was neither profitable nor honour- 
able to his Noble Family, to. relinquiſh the 
Iaw and righteouſneſs of God, to fulfill the 
will and command of a frail, mortal and ſin- 
full man, tho? he were even a King. Eleaza- 
7#5 4 Nobleman of great Ape, but -of a far 
greater courage and of a comely aſpet, was 
ſcentence'd to dy unleſs he had comply*d with 
the ſame'Kings Proclamation,"to eat Pork, 
which was forbidden them by the law ; an- 
ſwer”d,that he-would rather chooſe a glorious 
death,then'an'odious&ſinful life :Whereupon 
» try and friends out of a natural 


ly ppon 2 dynghil ) will be notrichſcanding. 


his ne 
compaſhor 
eat whatſoever he had a fancy to, and -that 
they would tell the King of his compliance 
with his command ;:but he conſtdering the 
eminent dignity of 'his _ 305 of his 
ancient: extracion, 'anſfwer'd, no, the Lo 
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forbid that dns now ninety [years ol& 

ſhould diſſemble, and wy Ye that great occaſie 

on of Scandal to young folks,for tho? [ ſhould 

fave my life by that ſinful means, yet I can't 

eſcape the hands of the Almighty,cither dead, 

or-?live. By what is laid,thau mayſt conclude 

- that where true Nobility 1s, there virtue 

muſt be lodg'd, whichis the only ornament 

that can make them grateful to me, and give 

thema true title to a glorious Crown.in Hea- 

ven; but where this is wanting, Nobility is 

in it ſelf; and/in my ſight, a meer trifle, and 

perfe& vanity 3-he can only brag, that he is 

of the ſame fubſtance wirh the reſt of mortals, 

and ſay nuto rottennefs, thou art my Father, Piſtredini- 
and nnto worms you are my Mother and Sl- dixi,pacer 
ſters, He that will behold the Nobility of his prong: 
Anceffors, let, him look into. their: graves, g foror = 
there he ſhall finde: the truth of what Fob mea vermi 
ſpeaks. True nobility was never hegyun other- bus 4 oþ 6. 
wiſe then by virtue 3 and therefore as It 152 x: 
teſtimony of valour and yirtue in-the-Prede- - | 
ceſſours ; ſo ought it to be aforceable induce- 

ment to the ſame in the Succeſſours. And who- 

ever holds the renk and name thereof. by de- | 
{cent only, without the;$ndſtance of virtue, ...; ,- 
18 altogether an Alien to his Anceſtours,being 

he can produce nothing of their merits, and 

.has nothing $0 ſhew for his extraction, but 

ano. peice of parchment, theſe arc the ]erk 

| 1 ſpca 
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I fpeak of by my Prophet ; They are made a2 
bominable even asthe things which they love; 
their plory is from their birth, from the bel- 
iy, and from their conception only, that is 
to ſay, they brag and glory of their Ance- 
ſtours, Progenitors,and Noble birth, where- 
as, having no virtue anſwerable to their ex- 
traQtion,but following their ſenſual appetites, 
and beſtowing their affe&tions upon wicked 
and abominable delights, they are made in 
like manner abominable as well to me, as to 
all honeſt and Godly men. And in my judge- 
ment, it is a moſt fooliſh vanity in ſuch per- 
ſons to'beg credit of dead men, that deſerve 
none themſelves ; to ſeek for old titles of ho- 
nour from their Anceſtours, they being them- 

_ felves utterly incapable of any, by reaſon of 
their baſe manners, and ruſtical behaviour. 

As for the Wiſdom of the world, alas ! cis 

but meer folly with me, as thou' mayft con- 

Lak.24.2sceive by what I repli'd to the 'moſt wiſe and 

Stultiſi- the moſt learned men of 1/rael, who were in 

mus ſum qgonhbt of my ReſurreQion ; O Fools and flow 

x ſapicn- Of heart to believe all that the Prophers have 

tia homi- ſpoken. Solomon was abfolutely the wiſeſt man 

num non -that eyver-appear'd upon Earth; yet he owns 

- mecun hjmfelf to be more brutiſh then any man, nay 

©01-30-2 he complains that he has not'even the under- 

Eccl.2.12: ſtanding of a'man, and I really believe him, 

' for had heany underſtanding at all, he would 


_ 
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fiot a&t the Fool to that deſperate degree of 
madneſs, as to give his Soul to the Devil for 
a tranſitory and brutiſh pleaſure ; hear how 


he' ſpeaks of himſelf, 1 was King over all 


Iſrael, in Jeruſalem,and turn'd my ſelf to be- 
hold Wiſdom, and errors, and folly, but 
what is man that he ſhonld pretend to ſtrive 
with his King, and Creatout too, whoſe wif- 
dom excells my folly, as far as light excells 
darkneſs. The Worlds wiſdom is lavgh'd at 
by my Prophet, where he ſays, ſurely the 
Princes of Zoan are all Fools, the counſel of 


the wiſe Councellor of Pharoah is become bra 119-11: 


tiſh : how ſay ye unto Pharoah, I am the Son 
of the wiſe, the Son of ancient Kings ? where 
are they now, where are thy wiſe men ? and 
let them tell thee now, and let them know 
what the Lord of Hoſts has purpoſed againſt 
Egipt, The Princes of Zoax are become Fools 
indeed, the Princes of Noph are deceiy'd,they 
have alſo ſeduc*d Egipr, even they that are the 
ſtay of the Tribes thereof. 

My great Apoſtle, and Veſxel of election 
gives an excellent deſcription of the World's 


folly, where he ſays, the preaching of the 1 Cor. 1. 


Croſs is to them that *periſh, fooliſhneſs ; ** 
but untous which are ſfav'd, it is the power 
of God. For it is written, I will deftroy the 
Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and will bring to no- 
thing the underſtanding of the prudent. 

7 ' -_ onere 


Where is the Diſputer of this. World ? has 
not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this 
World ? for after that, in the wiſfdomef God, 
the World by -wifdom knew not God, it 
pleas'd Ged by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to 
ſave them that believe. For the Jews require a 
ſign, and-the Greeks ſeek after wiſdom : But 
We preach Chriſt crucifi'd, unto the Jews. 
a Rtambling-block, and unte the Greeks fool- 
iſhneſs, but unto chem. which are called both 
Fews and Greeks, Chriſt, the power and wiſ- 
dom of God. Beeauſe the fooliſhneſs: of God: 
is wiſer then men, and the weakneſs of God: 
is ſtronger then Men; For ye fee your calling,; 
Brethren, how that not many wiſe men after, 
the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble 
are calld. Ent God has choſen the fooliſh 
things of this world, to confound the wiſe, 
and the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty ; and baſe 
things of the world, and things which are de-: 
fpis'd, has God choſen, yea and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that are 3; 
that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence. 
- - If the Wiſdom of the World be fo great a 
folly with. me, as St- Paul fays, is it not an 
intolletable vanity to delight and boaſt init, 
ſo much as men do, and to value themſclves 
more upon.it, then upon my wiſdom, which 
7 was 


Where is the Wiſe? whereis. the Scribe} 
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bras that 6f ny baits: Tis a wotdetfutrling | 
to ſee how contraty my Jadgment is. to-rhat 
ef Min'; Towie will thruftthemfelves-into an 
Feelefriſtical State, & will conceit themſchves 

to 'be'thoſt fit todo the: Service of God, be- 

tanſe they have the repiite of Wiſe'men inthe 
Wofld,but'St. Paul will ter'them wnderſtand Neti mulci 


Thitt it is n6t vſual with me 'to chooſe many {{picntes 


Wiſe menzccording to the fleſh ; He will tell S— 
them alfo that it -is not 'every worldly wiſe r Cor. 1. 
tnan that rfiakesa wiſe'Chriſtian ;' no/ſays he, 
but if any 'man ſeem wiſe among you, let Hixh Sculrus fi- 
becom a fool to the end he may be made wiſe, 3: »* fic 
Vain therEfore, and of noaccountis! the wif Pe: 
dom of the world, unleſs it be fabordinate, "7 
and ſubſe& to that of 'Todl. And whoſoever. 
{let him be never fo wiſe in his own ju 
ment )- will condemn thoſe that” no E- 
Teem for the world, andare teſolr*d'to'de- 
rr it, 'and Night all its allurements,'to ſerve 
Me: his wiſdom herein is a tmain- folly, and 
his prudefice meer vanity, as he will hitaſetf 
confeſs one day, when he ſhall come'to cry 
With thoſe, who werealſo wiſe inthis world, 
but are now hilly 'wretthes in/ the other. We" Nos inſen- 
Teafeleſs and fooliſh worKly wiſe meti did'e- = ahvaugg 
Neem the life of Saints to: be a petfeQt-m mad- zſtimaba-! 
*eſs-;' but now our eyes are open'd to1ſceethit mus tafa- 
"they were the wiſe meh tiderd, and we the niam,&c. 
"oily fools.) | ateh Sa. 5: 

I can. 
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© T carifayftolefs of corporal Beauty, for if 
15 vain, and the grace -of a fair countenance 
is deceivable. ?Tis the fatal cauſe of the loſs, 


and ntter: deſtruction of many Millions-of 


Souls; it was the vain complacency that Lu- 
cifer took:in his fading beauty, which gave 


- him that irrecoverable overthrow. from the 


Iſa.14.12 


height of Heaven to the bottomleſs pit of 
Hell ; hear how my- Prophet. ſpeaks to him; 


* how art thou fallen-from Heaven, - O Lucifer, 


Sun of the morning, ! How art thou caſt down 
to the ground, which didſt weaken the Na- 
tions ? for thou haſt faid in thine heart, I will 
aſcend into Heaven, I will exalt my Throne 
above the Stars of God : I will fit alſo upon 
the Mount of the Congregation, in the ſides 
of the North. I will aſcend aboye the height 
of the Clouds, 1 will bz like the moſt High. 
.Yet thou ſhalt be brought down to Hell, -to 
the ſides of the Pit. - 'They that ſee thee, ſhall 
narrowly look-upon thee, and conſider thee, 


'faying, is this the Angel of light far ſurpaſ- 


fing that of the Stars whoſe beauty did exceed 
that of all ether Angels, but alas ! it is now 
chang'd into deformity far greater then. that 


of all the Devits in Hell. This gave occaſion 


_ of David's moſt humble requeſt tome, turn 
away my eyes, O Lord, that they, behold nat 


vanity. ' Tis a ſingular vanity indeed, which 
is both dangerous a and deceitful. Q,! | had mor- 
| "tals 
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tea)? 
talyduly conſider'd what: infinite ruines and Plz. 4 
deſtructions beauty; has: caus'd:in the-W ark 118. 
they would be altogerher' of Dawvid*s -mind;z; =_ w 
and fly fromrit as from the aſpe&t:of a moſt | qua 
poiſonous Serpent. Was it not the beauty-of tricis, ne 
the fair Helena that laid the. famons: Troy; jnarcendas 
aſhes, and put the pious. Eneas tothe ftrait "ranges F 
carrying. his old "Father. Anchifes npbn bleed 
ſhoulders through the flamesxdid nat the moſtiere viam 
valiant Champions of their . Age, Hetor, andwam & ne 
Achilles dy upen the ſame. account;.were.. nary qppropin- 
all the. Inhabitants of that unfortunate Citt "nf mric 
Men, Women, and Children kill'd, and moſt gjns. , 
barbaroufly cut in peices by the: Greeians,/ to:Noviſimd! 
takea full revenge for the affront which Fart 3% illi- 
had donetd.their-King, by taking his Queen que 
away ? E might have produc'd as.many Prey abſynchi- , 
dents of this nature; as would: be. ſafficient ym, & 2c |. 
to filla Iarger volume then this ;but,for bfe- \ cru 
vities ſake, I will only lay down before thee, xmog8"P] 
this ſingle: conſjderatian 3; how: many Souls Pc. 5.3.4.8: 
are dayly.hurri'd headlong to Hell-for doting- 
upon this fading and deceirful. Beauty, how. 
raany challenges; -and Duels,how- many. Jea- 
laukes, and private. animoſities, how many 
Strifes,and great uprores about this,carid that': 
other beauty ? and all this noe 1s bur for [:R 
painted -Snake, (ſo the holy Fathers call it); . 
which is fair without, and inwardly reple-' 
= with mortal 6 Bhs add to this the" 


remedy 


WAY 


* handy whicha-moſt: learn Do&otr prbst 


tibes againſt'the tempration of a. beautiful 


oman, conſider ſays he, what fonl drofs' 


©. s under that fair Skin 5 for whewthe faireſt 
ace'in'the world is either ſcratch'd,or ſcar"d; 


'frwill be rather a ſubje& of contempt then of | 


_. any love. *An-Ague of ſome four of five days 


will bring a great alteration upon the faireſt 


» beauty bothalf an hours abſence of the Soutk 


from. the-body will make the lovelieſt face 
"har: ever'/was 2 moſt-/hideous and frightfut- 
CE it to be took*d upon ; Iſabella Clara was 


>rareſt beauty of hier: Age, ,but when. ſhe 


49%, .and-was im her coffin but two days,one' . 
au the Grandees of Spain that efteem'd very 


.mitcher beauty when living, :tdeſir?d-to have 


'a ProſpeQ.of her face, which -wzs then the - 
"uglieſt that (ever 'man:could behold, all co-" 
_ yerd with worms, and two ill- -ſhap'd ones 
\Rarting out-of her eyes; this indeed made” 
the good: Nobleman with no'leſs horrour,then - 
agmiration:toutter | theſe words;"hc- ve of - 
za Tſabella::Elara;, ts this'that fair Jſabelay 
whoſe reſplendent . beauty had raviſh'd the 


hearts;and/dazVd:the eyes of all her. behold- 


ers, adieu-then to'the'World;and all its va-- 
nities;; /thiswas/a Chriſtian Reſolution, and” 
worthy to'be'taken notice of by allthoſe who. 
beſtow ſo much labour jn procuring, or -pre-' 


Ferving theiricor poral bequty,'as tho" all their 
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men ſhpald never have known what be wb 
| mg. 


fhem Tnſolent;” and"mad, They take LE: [if 


on 
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"What arent is defor# +, 


(rents that will rieiher defend her'bodyy | .. 
of ner modeſty ; 'f5 thin that one would 


. 
. 
3» 


make-a conſcience of ſwearing, fhe were not 


naked. This is the common. diſtemper. of all 
maokind, for they take. pride and glory in 
apparel,. which is as much, as if a Begger 
ſhould. glory and take pride in his old clouts 
that do cover his ſores. St. Paul ſeems to. be 
avers'd to this Superfldity of apparel, for, 
writing to his Diſciple. Timothy, and ſetting 
 _ __downa Rule whereby Chriſtians ſhould ors 
—_ der .their liyes, he ſays, if we have where- 
menca& Withal to cover our ſelyes, let ns be content; 
quibus re- My, Very dictates and the holy- maxims, with 
gamur his the rarc examples which I have left unto all 
comcentt mortals ſhould condemn, their nicety, and va- 
; Tim..8, Fiety of apparel, for 1 was pleas'd to be con- 
tent with one; only garment during the whole 
courſe of my mortal life, without. Shoes, Stoc- 

k1ns,or a, Hat, .nor_cven:a ſhirt. to my. back, 

not for any. want, (for } might have. had all 

the moſt precious ornaments of the'World to 

Gt moth. FR 4007, Yirb one fig) but ir was my 
bus veſti- PIEalurero appeer otherwiſe, ta condemn the 
untur in Worlds venky I premitted niy Prophet al- 
domibus {9 with a courſe and auſtere attire,to demon= 
Segue in abhorrence, I had againft ſp grear, 


Mare 267. and. fo common an abuſe -& ſaid plainly that 
Inducba- fuch as -are.not like my. Precurſor in their at- 
tur purpu- tire, Þnt Will go clothed in Toft & delicate ap- 
r 8: 940. parel,alc fitter to [ivein the Courts of earth- 

10-5 by, Kines, then in my heavenly Pallace. I fajd 
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. alſoinrmy deſcriptionof therict mandamn'd, 

that lie was apparelPd- in -purple - and- Silk; 

meaning thereby;:that this: was alſo. a main 

ſtep towards his everlaſting damnation;even 

as to ſet forth the extraordinary holvneſs of 

my. Prophet Efas,;I ſaid «of him, that his Vir pilo- 

reins were cover'd with haircloth. i» +/, {25% Zona 

. X a . . +» pellicca 

It-is a dhing worthy thy daily admiratir ,.c;naus 

on to conſider how far aſunder {8 my Saints renibus. 

are from the hamour & behaviour of World; 4 Keg.1.9 

lings in this very. matter. I-was the: very hrſt | 

Taylor that ever made up a! garment in-this 

World, and made it for the moſt noble of all 

thy Anceſtours in Paradiſe, - but! of what did] 

_ makeit! was it of cloth of Gold; or Silver, Gen.z, 

of cloth thirty, forty ſhillings the yard, was 

it of a moſt precious and.coſtly. filk ? no, it 

was only of: beaſts. $kins 3 and St.- Paxl:: a circy; «- 

vers of the greateſt and nobleſt Saints; of the ruar in 

old Teſtament. that they were cover'd only. 2<lorie, in 

with goats Skins,and with:the hair of Camels, ?*ilhus 

Daes not this condemn the-uaſpeakable vani- = oag _ 

ty of mortals that.are ſo extraordinary cvri- guſtiaci, 

ous,, and rich-in their apparel; and 'take-ſq #flliai, 

much pride thereip that they muſt have; the ow a 

ſpeil of ll the Creatures upon Earth, to COters, COD 

yer their backs, atid-adorn/their bodys+ From, dus. Heb, 

one they take his wool; from another hisskin;; 21-37: 

from another. his hair and fur, and from 0+ 

thers their very excrements,as the Silk, which 

= > Is 
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Þ nothing &4 but therexergmbnitidf worm: 

Neither arethey content with' all theſt #ebl 

berfes upon Emrth( they mult ranſack'thie ve. 

fy Seafor Pravis to beautify their necks; anl 

tardup irs'Sands for previvas Stones tb adart 

-- + theivears. They willenter. into. the'vbry boys 

+= els of the Earth xo findevut Gold and'Filver; 

+» . nd aving borrow'd all theſe ehtioſivies of 

..-- . other Creatures far more viterhen'themſe} ves; 
2: - thepare motrontent to:enjoy Then in/private; 

but they muft-fhew their finery abroad, ahd 

provoke people to look upon them,' a$if afl 

ere of their own'Stock:. What anidleicom- 

placehcy dd they! take ro Re Diamonds'Spar- 

Ke upon their gets? and:how fooliſhly 

arethey concelet;;to/think the luſtre thereof 

eometrom thehiſives.: When Silver, Gold 

» /..2ahd\Mksdo glifter on theit. bUys; theyleok 

11751 1Ahptoutly,, Us ifell that heaury Tame! Tron 

"i /N" >" them.” When Cars-dung; Joes fieell in "their 
. ©... garthents they would have People believethat - 
ws .-z thoſe ſweet odours proceod: from their own. 
..» + bodys: And this; 7 (a3 myProphet) they 
*: - Fed their lives Invanity without any: ſeri- 
-  -». 008 care of their Salyation'31nay, they take 
1 - Fic Frent delight imxheir-rich Apparel, and 
-\| other: vanity, thatthey-will bring therth'to 
 Churchtoo, that men may take the-more o- 
tice'of them, and whilſt they are ranningo- 
ver a few prayers, Their hearts arc taken P 
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ith theit fine garments, and thelr eyes are 


gSanc'donallfides, us:if/ they: were: craving 
the applauſezand admiration of the whole Aſ- 
fembly. lhopv'O man!-thow art iow: cort- 
yinc'd of the truth of the. premiſes:;- if thoh 
car tell me! any more of the Wortk4Ps.vani- 
ty, let me/hear it! ar Jarge,: an4: thou - ſhale 
know what-my Judgment will be iconcerging 


Jt was a Queſtion amorig/the Heathen Phy» 


lofophers, whether it is bttter for a' Man''ts 
have:much, of to have enough, and che grotind 
of their Jtbacd was;that hewho has muCch-dez 
ſires: morez\ which ſhews,' that he has not yet 
chough ;/ but he that: has8fiongh; is atireſt 3 
and the conclufion was, that he is the richeſb 
mart that is content +with- what he tias5 for 
why ſhoutd « mga be reputed the lefs rich;for 


| not'having thaty for which he ſhall be baniſh 


ed, for. which is very Wife or Son ſhall pai. 
{01 him 2 That which © pives him ſecuti- 
ty in War and quiet jn Peace whichthe poſ- 
ſefſes withont Uanger, and diſpoſes of with- 
out' trouble; tleferves indeed the name of 
Riches, which lone eani "make a man happy 
in this World: for hd man can be poor;that. 
hasexough 3 uor rich, that covets mote then. 
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_complain'd that-he wanteg more Wotlds he 
-deſtt'd fomerthing more; 'even :when he had 
.gotten a}l - And that which' wasdbfficientfor 
-hutmane:nature, was not enough-for one man. 
..: Jam yery apt to+belicve that-money never 
-made any: man Richzifor the more be had, the 
Mage heſtill coveted. The richeſt man that 
ever liv*d is poor in my opinion, and ſhould 
be ſo in any reaſonable man's judgment : But 
he that keeps bimſelf ro'the: limits of nature, 
does neither feel Poverty,nor fear it ; where- 
as thoſe: which: the: World calls happy, their 
felicity is a faHe ſplendour,” that dazles the 
gyes-of the vplgar, 'but-our rich-man is glort+ 
ous, \and: happy withjn' himſelf. There's: no 
ambition: in; -hynger, or -thirſt' 2 let there be 
foogd3: and no-matter-for the table, the diſh, 
and the Servants ;..nor with what: meats na» 
ture is ſatisfi'd.' Thoſe-are the torments of 
Luxury; that rather ſtuff the:ſtomach, then 
$1l+it :' It ftudys rather to-capſe an appetite, 
then to 4llay it.» ?Tiy not for usto ſay, this'is 
not handfome, that's common. ;"ithe other of3} 
fends my; eye. Nature: provides:-for health; 
not delicacy. When the Trumpet ſounds a 
charge; ;the poor. man knows he is not-aim'd 
at 5 when they-cry out fire, his body is all he 
has to look: after. ;If-he be to take a journey, 
There's no blocking up of Streets,and throng s 
"I De ; 6 thy: ing 
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<fing/6f paſſages for. a compleminfs'3 .. - -*» 
. | 'fmall matter ls his- Ny, pag rontents his ed 


.mind 5: he-lives framihand to 1month,  with- 2 
-out-carking .or fearing for to morrow. He *" 
'that would know the? worſt of>/Poverty. let 
him but: compare the looks of the rich,” and. 
:the poor; and he ſhall-finde the poor man'to. 
-have the ſmoother brow.,and to bemore mer- © 
Ty at the heart; or if any-trouble befals him, 
it. paſſes over like-a Clond, whereas the other, 
*either his good bumouris counterhet, or his 

melancholly deep,- and -ulcerated; and the 
worſe becauſe he-dares-not+publickly'ownhis 

misfortune, but he1s forc!d' to. play the part 
of a happy man, even witha-Cancer in-his 

-heart. His felicity is; but' perſopated, and if 

he: were: but ſtrip'd& of bis ;ornaments, be 

would be contempithle ln buying of a horſe, 
we take off his cloths and his trappings, and 
examin his ſhapeand body, for-fear-of being 
cozen'd- And ſhafl we' put an eſtimate upon 
a-man for being {et - off -by :þis fortune, and - 
quality? nay; if we ſee any: thing of ornament 
about bim,-weare'to ſuſpeQ--him the more 
for ſome infirmity-under 4t.; -| - 

- Hethat:js content in Poyerty, would not 
be ſo neither in Plenty; for the favlt 4s not 
in the thing, but in the minde. Irs therefore 
thy Apoſtle writing to Fimetby, ſays, com- 
mand thg Rich of this Werld-not to be þigh- 
TRE, minded, 
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vitibus SIMndedy7 nor place: their: confidence" in-ths 
Hulu neg inoortainty of their! Riches; abdtho- ground 
di przcipe ©f his Precept,/is, thit Riches;' ſhall not pro- 
non ſubli-. fit a-rmanin the day vfrevenge, \Ner' Teſcue 
nod Him from therighur of thy Juſtice in the diy 
rare in inc Of his deatl; If his ſis Have pot; him Gut (of 
certodivi« thy favour;; this the wicked Rich themſelves 
muacun. . confeſs;tho'too late,being already condemntl 


Non 6197; £6/livein tbtments for an Eternity 3 what 
derune div hab'the bravery of bur Riches avail ns 2-no- 
viciz indie thing at'dll-; bot haye rather increas'd> our 
ulcionis. - qiſery, beravyſe'we made thereof aur Gods 
agg upon - Farth;* tho? we were: often(told of 
rumjaQan- their yanity,and how they: could never afford 
tia quid - their Maſters any comfort, OT eaſe, 'when 
| nov coll they were in' moſt need'of their help. The 
_—_ '* Royal Prophet "ſcents to Tottimiſerate their 
num ſuuni:the Rich: mer have ſlept out their ſtrep, and 
& uihil in) have found! nothing in their hatds; /People 
yenerunt > in their: ſleep "Will -drea az- of | Mountains of 
divitarum Gold. and Silvery- and think themſelves rich 
in manibusfor ever, - btit when'they awake; they finde 
ſuis. Pſa. -they ars altogether in as bare '2/ condition as 
75-6 before; this is the caſe with therich; whilſt 
they are in this life, they do imagine-them- 

ſelves Rich for :ever,/ "and! that-tlieir vaſt 
trexſyres will bear theta op in” al} neceſlitys 
that ſhall occur; but when they open _ 
es jn te hour of death, thy fo. then th 


"-_ ' vv" _% -” TD/ 
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they malt depart for arathet World "with 
#s little! proviſion bs the pooreſt! belega? "in 
Harure, 1 eat! but Onile tohear theProphec 
Earicb laugh at foch People ; where are they 
now, fays he, thoſe great Eſtated tath; thole 
mercetiary Jadges, thoſe deluding Lawfers, 
thoſe flie Artornys, thoſe greedy #1 cove- 
tous - Merchants; thoſe - ihfatiable Uſulrers 
thatheapd 8þTWh a vaſt dedl of pold&filver, 
and that never” Udliſted vatherins together ? 


Mag they are rooted ont vFthe World, & caft 


down into Hellfire 3 And therefore ſays St 


Janes, now ye rich ihe weep and whilzahd'7ecb.s. 


now'your riches are retten, 'and' your Pod 


and filver is afty'; andthe ruſt thereof fall 
be i teſtimony againit you't Ttthal feed #5 


6n Fon Fells, 6b f-ic "Were Mce 3 FoL Ve | 
hoorded ap writh ro your 6Wwn Ielves inthe _-.. 
hf day; "Tho" heis un ApoRtle that fpraks; - - 


by Ghoſt, wieieby we may cally Ebhecive 


the dangerous conſequence of workly Wealth 
and the tnain foRy' of thens' that labout fo 


iawch ed procurt the ſate, 'by infultice,” 266 


other indire®t means, and when they ate tha" _. ; 


ſters of them,” 6 ngt- "ploy Uheth to the 
4dvantipe of: theif Souls, but My ont aff to 


ſupport their grandeur, #nd faticfy Vheir” 


Hon 1 am 
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moſt-able / phyfitians of the World; had; ;met 
to determine whether ſuch-or ſych meats-yere 
dangerous to feed upon, and that they ſhould 


-all conclude they were abſolute poyſonto the 


body, few, or none at all would hazard his 


health to eat thereof, tho? otherwiſe-in ſight, 


{mell, and taſt, they appear'd:- ſweet, and 
moſt pleafant ; And ſhall not the unanimous 
votes of all the Saints in” Hezven, and. of ' all 
the Catholike Doftors on | Earth, together 
with thy-moſt holy and yrgent' admonirions, 


-'O Lord, heable\to. remove the diſorginate 


love which mortals bear to this moſt danger- 
ous,G&-Soul-killing vanity 7 Thou ſayſt by thy 


Di ivitie 6 Frophet-to all mankind, ſet.ngt your hearts 


Rant 


upon the Jove of Riches; and why ? the wiſe 


nolice cor make them this anſwer, | becauſe whoever 


bo PTE. 


4.6 J. 


loves Gold (that.is heyond the .precept,) ſhall 


Qui dilipic TVET be juftifi?d 3 and. thy fayſt thy, ſelf . 
aurum non Wat thy indignation and wrath ſhall fall very 
juſtificabi- heavy upon rich nations, There's nothing ſo 


rur. 
Eccl. 31. 
Zacha., 1. 


Matth, 19 


often repeated in Scripture, as,a Woe to the 
Rich--and thoy doſt confirm it thy ſclf with 
that uſual affirmatiqn,” Amer, Amen, 1 ſay 
unto you, that a Rich man ſhall khardly;enter 
into the Kingdom of. Heayen. What an ex- 
tream folly it is then to ſeek ſo much after fo 
poiſonous a bait, as are Earthly Riches, which 
may perhaps afford ſome little —.. to 

wie ? P ; their 
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olyre excluſion from the everlaſting plea- 
fares of thy kingdom, Woe he to you Rich 
men for that you have receiv'd your conſola- 
rion in this life, ſo that in the other-you are 


. Hot. to expett any: Sad news indeed for the 


Rich, and able to ſettle in their hearfs a per- 
pctual abhorrence againſt fo fatal an enemy 
ro the Salvation of their Souls. Thus expreſ- 
ſion, 1 fear, will not at all reliſh with many 
of our Worldlings, who account Riches, to 
be their deareſt, and only Friend, nay, had I 
ſaid, their God, it would not be contrary. 
to truth, for their hearts are more enamour'd 
With ther, then they are with thee, O Lord, 
tho? thou haſt depofited thy ſweet life to ran- 
ſom their Souls from the power of, Hell, and qui votune 
Death. everlaſting. Agid. yet if St. Pal may divites fie- 
be credited, they are groſly miſtaken, and 7iincidene 
wide from the mark they aim at, for where 0 
they expeR their conſolation- and pleaſure,jaqueym 
rhey meet with their eternal deſtruction and Diabo- 
ſorrow, for He ſays, that they which willl & defi 
be rich do! fall into. temptations, and into the vane hy 
Snares of Satari, as alſo into many unprofita- & nociva 
ble & hurttal defires, which do drown them in quz mer- 
the Abiſs of deſtruction. and Woe. gunt he- 
Their maig objeQion to this doQrine, is,4 0755 12 
go | [ITS v 2 vx | . cricum 
what thall become of our, Wives and Children, gpergico- 
if we be not careful to provide a miaintenance nem. x 
for them, that they rriay Iive in Oy VO 6. 9, 
as : 2. 5; © _ 


. 
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their condition requires. Byt The 

gives them a fatisfatory anſwer, h my minde, 
and a notable check to boot; for he calls then 
fools,and beſides,he rel]s them in plain terms, 
that Neir great care, and Iabour which the 
taketo provide fa amply for their Wives tex 
Children is finfut, and therefore will create 
an eternaf diſptcafyre to their poor Souls : 
This is confirn'd by the Parable which thay 
didſt rehearſe of the Rich-man,who faid., whit, 
uſt I do, for I hayeno place vacant where- 
ia. to beſtow my Fruits? and he faid this will 
t do; I will demoliſh my Barns, and ere&t 
greater, and in them will 1 beſtow all my 
Fruits, and my Goods. And then } will fay 
ro my Sqpl ; Sou], thou haft much wealth laid 
up for many years x take now thine caſe, go, 


Drink and be merry. Arid did not Gad i iy 


unta him * rhoy Foo], this night thy Son 


- ſhall be requir'd of thee : then whoſe ſhalt 
* thoſe things be which thoy haſt provided ? 20 


Jointed, becauſe ' he had: improv'd his Þ! is 
Stock, and rob'd Gad, his heavenly, Ring of 
His Cyftom, that | 


r5 
kh "Roy "beſhow'd voy part of His rreafur oe 


He that impioufly,; or immoderatly hays: up 
creaſure for himſelf, his Wife, and Fami 7 


expedting to enja | it many years, deſerves, 


the Ge? title, and may as ſyddevly be difap- 


He Wer OEIE in 


$i 3 


>. wv. wn.EA Ko = 0 © Myc, 


nuky, BY 


ny A rr +» et. 


i © pops Saha props, =, 25 Gouy Wan s ord 


_.. At Lo ad gms FOR SC. 2 


Een Wee” Hp Gor 


FT. aA PULLS CO TT EE be pn ng” HY 


OF) 


ſi pi6iſs Works; as Gr a doth requires wy 
And indeed, if this hy 
ſhall findei ic an exceſſiye folly, and. ma 
too : What can it. be term'd elſe ?. to damn. | 
ones Soul to leave ones Wife and Children 
rich in the world ? This 1s certain PIN ly the height 
of madneſs, and a meer delpſion of the HL 
for one moment after. We are dead, We ſhall 
care no mbre for all our Kindred then we 


ſhall for ſtran ers: ind « one penny. given in 


Alms' white we liv'd for thy ſake, O.Lord, 

ſhall bring ys, more comfort at that day, then 
thouſands of pounds beſtow?d even upon Qur. .- 
neareſt Relations to make them rich. It is af 

ſack People that the Prophet Rayal ſpeaks, 

where he ſays, that all their aQions. are no- —_—_— 
thing but meer vanity, for what greater va- gooj he 
nity is there then to bequeath ſuch vaſt Symg mavivens,” 
of Gold and;Silver to their own kindted, and Plat 36 
leave in a manner nothing, for the good 'of 

their immortal Souls: Were we to.g0.a long = us 
journe \ We wauld be fixe.t0 carry Gme is 

provi on with ns for to ſupport Qur. body$, rom 0 
and We ſhall take no carefor opr Sopls. when faniculis 
they are in their departing. Roe ; Tady tq yaniraus. 
begin that painful, aid frightful ela of 5/4. 56. 


Eterrity ? Surely ſuch men. Fen UnPX oitar, 
bly; certainl; they are di iſa, qdicted in, xai 

they heap up Riches, Tn nat. wha ſhall 
cajoy elem Uo life I's a ri elle all 
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m iches, vanity in pleaſures, vanity in their 
corporal beavty, vanity. in their, Apparel ; 
vanity inall things which they moſt eſteem ;. 


vanity in all their life, vanity in their death, 
_ #«fine, vanity if their ſt Will and Teſta-, 


* 


ent, wherein their nobleſt part the Soul has, 
rhe leaſt ſhare. Woe be unto you, ſays the 
Propher,thar dodraw wickedneſs in the ropes. 
of vanity, of promotion, of dignity; of No- 
bility, &c. theſe are the ropes he means, and, 
which do always dtag with them a vaſt croud: 
of iniqnity and Sin. Thou haſt O Lord, a. 


t Reg-17- mortal hatred for. the obſervers of ſuperflz-. 


% 


Reaws vir then 15 that man who has not ſuffer 


qu1. non 


reſpexit 
in vanita- 


ous vanitys, and'thou haſt utterly deſtroy'd 
the whole Family and Linage of Baaſa, King, 
of 1fracl, for no ether reaſon, but becauſe they, 
had provok'd the in their Yanity. Blefſed 

Yhis hear. 

| alſe mad<«; 


to be ſeduc's with the vanity and 
neſs of this World, of this Vale of igars, of 


res, & in&-this deplorable baniſhment, of this boiſterous: 


Pſa. 


wias fallz. Sea, ſo full of diſaſters,that there noſe day, 


nor an hour ; nor a moment of our life but is. 
attended'with ſome misfortune, or another, 
the beſt Arirhmetician that ever took pen. in; 
hand cannot exaQly ſet. down, or calculate 


 milerys that fre incident to humane nature, 


no tongue is able to, expreſs. the manifold; 
infirmitys of our Eodys; the paſſions of.0ur, 
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the tribulations-and 'croſſes that are laid 


' putation. Some: are in open wars one with 
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Souls, all the affronts and injurys we receive 
as' well from Friends, as from our ' Foes; all. 


upon us daily both at home and abroad 5' 
This Man commences -a Law-ſuit againft ns 
without either Equity, or Juſtice, but meer- 
ly for ſpite and Malice ; another lys in iwatt 
for us to take away our- lives 3 # third 
man will make 1t his: ſtudy to blaſt 'onr te»: 


th'other. ; others, more ſubtile; will bear. 
their neighbours a mortal grudge, but will 
make no ſhew of-ir, until they meet with a - 
favourable occaſion to execute their malicez Da mihi iy 
the hatred of Heroaias againſt St. John the diſco ca- 
Baptiſt was not publickly known to the world ome 
until ſhe had perſwaded her Daughter to ask 5, _ 
no greater favonr: of Herod then to give her 14. 8. 
in adiſh the head of ſo'renown'd a Prophet, 

and of fo glorious a Martyr. Some; to be' re- 

veng'd of their-Brothers, (if they can't an- 

noy their Perfons,) will not ſcruple to pros 

duce falſe witneſs to criminate. them;and be' 
themſelves of the number - too 5 others will 

make - it their | whole - buſineſs to trot: up 

and down, like fo many infernal Emiſlaries, 
and-publiſh wherever they go,as well the pri- 

vate, as the publick imperfections of this or 

that other body, . even as they do malicioully. 


what 


(335) 

what they had tax'd hint with, tho? they were 
even upon the borders of Hell, ready' to be 
caſt therein bath Soul and body 5 f& great is 
the malice of fuch deſperate and unchriſtian 
Souls. There are beſides thefe uſual calami- 
ties, an infinite number of. others, that are 
nameleſs, hecaufe they be fudden, and vuniex« 
petted chanees ; one loſes an eye in'a $Kkir- 
mfh, another his arm, one gets a fall front 
his horſe, and 'breaks his neck , - another 
in a frantick' fit flings himſelf ont: of -a 
Window and 1s bruis'd to death; a Third 
man fatls:1nto a Poot , 'or 'a River, and is 
.. drown%. 500; D345 

H all the Writers of this Sinful Age We 
live in had taken an exact account from every 
particular man within *the-ſame Century, of 
what diftaſters' had happen'd to hint #n his 


lifethey would certainly have matter enough 


to fill as many. volumes as they have hairs on 
their heads, and if all the merry paſſages, 
& ſad rencounters that every individual man 
had. met with in his days, /were: put in a 
balance.the latter would much overweigh the' 
former, ſo he - would viſibly ſee that for one 
hour of pleaſure, & trye content he had in his 
life, he met with a hnndred of miſery,of tri- 
bulation, and anguiſhes; now if the life of 
Man, which is ſs ſhort, be intermix'd with 


fach a vaſt deal of ſorrow, what a ſmall par- 


cel 
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© But all thofe calarttities I now have ment#- 


an'd, are'common, as well; to the gobd; as 

to the bad,” becaufe they both ſail in the ſame Laſſzci a. 
Sea,and arv both likewiſe expos'd ro the fxIf- mus in via 
fame forte ; yet 1 can Yemonffrate many o- g2005 
ther tniſertes which art peculfar to the wicked on & an 
alone, andtheſe are not improperly term'd bulavimus 
the Daughters of iniquity, whoſe deſcriptr- vias diffi- 
on will be much to penn urpoſe, bes ©es via. 


cinſe they render the life of the 'wicked maſt 5 thc 
abominzble, and thetr body and tninde, both ranmus. 
ſubjeXt'toa multirude'of miſeries. Heatr,what 34 5: 
they themſelves do confeſs of them - Alas? 

fay they, wehave wearied our ſelves in the 

way of iniquity and perdition; We 'ha | 
walkd in moft difficult and finiſter paths dg- . 
ting our whole lives, for We kfiow nothin 

of the way of the Lord; by this their ied, 
diſcourſe we may very well.conclude, that e- 
yen as theJuft enjoy a kint of Paradiſe” here 
upon Earth, and do expe a far more happy 
one it; the orher life 5 19. the wicked have in 
this World their Hell, to which a far pore 
intolerable ſhall ſucceed in thforher, for evil 
Conſciences  proceet from Hell * without 
dophr, and they fteet their courſe diretly ts 
the ſame Haven,whete they ſhall be tormient- 
ef exernatly. And rheir produtts have pro- 
GL Z 2 portionable 
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Sortionable evils deriy'd from ſeveral cauſes} 
Jome of them are the effe&s of thy Juſtice 3 , 
Lord, for thou art a moft ,juſt Judge in all 
thy. proceedings, ſometimes thou doſt order 
. the: ſin to be puniſh'd as ſoon as committed, 
and tho? thou doſt uſually; reſer ve the pu- 
niſhment thereof to the other life, .yet the 
' wicked are.yery often. afflicted even in this 
life for the ſame. *Tis moſt certain that as 
+ thou doſt govern the whole World witha 
general providence, thou doſt alſo moderate 


> every particular therein with a peculiar Pro- 


© yidence, fo, that, as the number of our Sins 
does increaſe, our Punifhments ſhall be mul- 
tipli'd to the ſame degree. This we know by 
our Pan and, fatal . experiences, for what 
were all our diſafters hitherto, as fo many 
Revolutions of Government, ſuch vaſt alte- 
rations and changes .in matters of State and 
Religion, the various fortune of ſo many 
Kings, and. Princes, Such horrid diſloialty in 
SubjeRs to their lawful Sovereigns, ſo many 
Nupendious and deſtructive Famines and 
Conflagrations, ſuch, inhumane. and bloudy 
Wars, ſo many peſtilential Diſtempers, ſuch 
crael Marthers; ſo many private and publick 
diſſentions. and jars ? They were certainly 
the juſf puniſhments. of our manifold and 
moſt grevious offences : to make good what 
IT fay , that the puniſhment Ig Laad fe 
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lows the ſin, 1 produce what: thon O Lord; 
ſaidſt toCain for a confirmation, If thou. doſt 
well, ſhalt thou not be accepted, bur If thou Nonne f1 
doſt ill, Sin lieth at thy door z that is to aye 085 
the pain and puniſhment of the Sin-is at hand, es: 5 = 
and Moyes in thy name ſays as much to. therem male, 
People of Iſrael ;, know then, that the Lord ffatim in 
thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which nn 
keeps Covenant and Mercy with: them that aqerir. 
love him, and keep his Commandments, to Gen. 7. 
a thouſand Generations ; and | repays them Pen. 7: 
that hate him, to their face, to deſtroy them. 
He will not b: {lack to him that hates him, he , 
will repay him to his face. This:-word Statian, 
ſo often repeated in Scripture, and which fig- 
nifies a quick return, aſſures me that beſides 
the puniſhments thon haſt Teſery'd for the 
wicked in th?other World,thou haſt alſo, ſome 
in ſtore whereby to chaſtiſe them, even. in 
this life, & immediately after the tranſgreſli-. 
on of thyLaw;So that as often as they fall into . 
Sin,ſo often they feel the heavy weight of thy. 
juſt indignation,they are toſt from one miſery 
into another ; from ane tribulation they fall 
into another ;. this day brought to the bar for. 
their mixdemeanours, to morrow condemn'd 
to dye, and the next day ſhamefully put to 
death without making any refledtion upon 
what might be the fatal cauſe of their great. . 
misfortune : For hey fo not believe the goody 
& 2 A 


(3427), 
of ature to'be thy benefits, and confequent< 
ly not deſerving their thanks&ivins for them; 
neither do they itnpute- their pnniſhiment t6 
thy Wrath; rot as laid upon ther by thy 
appointment,” and this blindneſs it is which 
prevents the arreridment of their lives: 

> there were tio other evil in the World 


then the afflictions and miſeries which attend | 


our\ bodys, it were not ſo much to be -hated, 
neither ſhonld our fear be ſo great to trade, - 
afi& converſe therein ; (but ſeeing opr corre- 
ſpoadence arid freedom with it, is ſo perni- 
cions to our Souls alfo, which ought to be the 
ſubjſe& of our greateſt care,as being the prin- 
cipal pzrt of onr eſſence, and a precious dc- 
Tluet fu- 25f1amr, whereof We muft give @ ſtrit ac- 
tore, 1. count to thee, O'Lord, Weare neceffarily,6 
a- » if PX W4 
 queos, If al} reafon oblte'd to eftrange our ſRlves 
 Pſal.zo, 6, ffomt it,, and'more efpecially, for fear to be 
intafgt'd inits Snares, Which are fo nume- 
r6u$, that the Prophet fays of thee, upon the 
wicked thon ſhalt rain Shares. O what an un<- 
cakable number of fnares muſt be in the 
ond then, fince they are compared to the 
Tops of Rain that fall from Heaven ; and 
they maſt fall opory Simners too, beetufe they, 
ofall men, hive the keft care of their heatts, 
of their ſeries, and confeiences, they ite the 
lexft ſblicitons to avoid the occaffons of Sitt, / 
abt eos coneorn'd fav Spiral Rees 
4 "ibs | JS, 
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reenehy Snaresin all our fenfes 3 tn- fine, the 
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artery eee: res ? Who W1 
out CP RYENIONG ran ENETNITE: 


belicys 


believe himſelf ſecureamong ſo many occaſly 


ons of Sin, or who. wilt be ſo deſperate asto 


cohabit with ſo, many mortal infirmitjes with- 


out a Doctor,, or his preſcription to preſerve 
him from falling intp one, or ſeveralof thoſe 
diſtempers ? who. will not uſc all his Endca- 
yours to get. out of this Egipt,out of this Jand 
of darkneſs, out of this Babjloniſh Slavery, 
who. will not ardent]y defire to be ſt at li- 
berty out of. the ſcorching flames of this 
World, which do as often provoke thee 
O Lord, to reſolve upon our uiter deſtrugi- 
on, as. the wickedneſs of Sodom and Go- 
eorha did ſolicit thee to ſo dreadful a chaſtiſe- 
ment,as theirs. was ?. Since that the World is ſo 
repleniſh'd with dangerous Snares,deſign'd to 
intangle, our peor Souls therein, and ſend 


them Priſoners to the dark dyngeon of Hell, 


Prov. 6, 


Bccle, [3 


i 


and withall, : We meet every where with a 
Precipiece, the. very flames of vice have in a 
great meaſure deform'd . tho. beauty of our 
Seuls already, who will then think himſelf 
fafc to live any longer in a place ſo throng'd. 
With mortall. Enemies? , .. 
, The Wiſe man ſets usthis Queſtion, can 3 

in take fire in his boſom, and his cloths nor 
by burnt? or.can one go upan hat Coals,and 
ts ect not. be. hurnt ? He that will, handle. 

itch, ſays another can't be free from a ſpot; 
ng. More can a Man that 3s always FAT 
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with the Proud be exempt from: Pride-5: and 
this is the - caſe of all-ys poor Mortals, for 
We: can't expe& to live inthe World among 
ſo many Snares, and Ambuſhes without fal- 


ling into them frequently. David was cruelly IN_ 
perſecuted by Saul, and often in danger of his vna dic ia 


ſweet life, which. made him take a firm reſo- manum 
lution-to avoid. his company, and never tq Sauli nol 
come into his ſight ; for ſays he, if I do not þ, apa 
take this courſe, and ſecure my life by fiying am & fal- 
from the danger 3 I ſhall certainly one time ver. 

or other fall into his hands; let us make uſe 1Reg-27.re 


ofthe ſame means to ſecure our Souls from 


the World,and from all it's falſe allurements; 


let us fly from them, or at leaſt,. (if We be 
ſo far ingag'd therein that we can'tavoid it, } 
Jet us be {are to give it no place in our hearts, 
which ought to be wholly conſecrated to thee 
O Lord, who alone deſervelt it intirely to 
thy (elf, without any Rival; for thou doſt 
love us Kill (tho? We: continue to be thy E- 
nemies,,) and deſires only a grateful return of 
love from us, that we, may be made happy 
for ever. 1a our Baptiſm We gavethee ad- 
mittance into our hearts,. with a promiſe to 
be faithfyl to thee hereafter; thou art ready. 


| $0. take poſſeſſion: thereof, and to adora it 


with all thy: holy Graces and favours.; cer- 
fainly we muſt be hard-hearted_ indeed, if 


good 


endearifig, words, and m_ Jovin 
expr 19 will even force our confſenit to. 
charming 4 requeſt; and the rather that ir is 
£0 our great advantage, arid the eternal Sal- 
vation of our Souls ; Speak theft O Lord, for 
We ſhkalall hear thee,and will C by the aſlift- 
2hce of thy Grace) perform what ever thou 
Wilt command us to do. 


SAVIOUR. 


O Mari the greatneſs of my Paternal Pro- 
vidence for mankinde in genera}, and 
the exceſs of my love for thoſe 3 #mong ther 
thit We my farthful Servants, ſhould win t 
hevrts even of the moſt obſtinate, and m9 
frebeNions that ever were heard of, nay, it 
fiovld force them to pay me that {mall tri- 
bure, Tonly require ar their hands which is 
10 love me with all their hearts, and to ful 
fill my commands, with the moſt tender af- 
feQtion of # moſt dutifut and obedient Servant. 
For the Fovel bexr them,does far exceed that 
of al} worldly Fathers to their Children ; 2nd 
the ere Frake to-provide for therh is altopes 


ther asgreat as my love'; What Father way ' 


evet krrown' to ſhe Ins blood for his chief; 
as F hrve done for nine; or ' thiet arrity< 
daner 16 liy/ Ehildrew, 11 veto rhe + 1 

am 


5 Ab: (347) cette dar Jo 
#9 both day 9d night preſent with then to. 
Prote& and defend thent from all accidents, I 
ſka4#d by theth m aft their tribulations tocom- 
fort them,and fo temper their afftitions that 
their extremity make them not deſpair z 
the Prophet Royal was ſenfible of thie grew 

cate 1 take of my Children in their affliti- 
ons ; by this '1 know, fays he that thou fa- HS 4 
voureſt me, becauſe thon doft not faffer mine * 
Enemy to trinmph over me ; thot npholdeft 
me in my integrity, and ſetteft me in thy 
ſight for ever. So great is my tove for my be- 
loved Children that 1 fiever remove my. 
eyes from off them. 4 

There's no better teftifmony then that of 
| a man, who knows what is faid to be true 
| by bis own experience ; iy Ptfophet can 
| give thee a true account of my ardetit fovefor 
thofe that are fo happy as to be of the nit- 
ber of my Children, and favourites, and 
therefore I woutd have thee to hear what he 
ſays of me, and to fix thy ſelf uyor his ukde- 
nidble depoſition ; betrold, ft he, the Eyes 
of the Lord is upon thern that fear him, 
and upon theih that hope In his riiercy, ro. 
deliver their Souts frotn Death, The eyes of 
the Lord are upon the Righteous, and his. 
eats ate open thro their cy. But. the face of 
the Loftf is #paſtift them'that Jo &vil, to cut. 
off thre tetnetytit4hice-0f chem frohi —_ 

&. 
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The Righteous cry, and the Lord hears and 
delivers them out of all their troubles. The 


Lord isnigh unto them. that are of a broken 


heart : and/faves ſuch. as be of a contrite: 
Spirit. Many are th'afflictions of the Righ- 
teous , .but the Lord delivers him out of 
Pſaz0.18 them all : But evil ſhall ſlay the wicked, and 
Pſi 4.15. They that hate the Righteous ſhall be deſolate. 
Whereas the Lord ſhall redeem the Souls of 
his own true Seryants, and Children ; and 
none of all them that place their truſt, and 
put their confidence in him ſhall ever periſh. 
The greateſt treaſure that a Chriſtian Man 
ſhould wiſh to enjoy in this World is the love 
and Proyidence of Gog, the more he knows 
them, and the ſurer he is of their enjoyment, 
the greater ſhould be his comfort, and confi- 
dence in the ſame God. Thou muſt know Q 
man'that the teſtimonies of Scripture relating 
to the promiſes I give unto the Faichfull of 
Eccle, 1s, My lovez my care and protejon of then 
20, 34,19. are 1o many anthentick Evidences, and rati- 
ficationg of the ſame, that they are no more 
to be queſtion'd then is the laſt Will and Tex 
ſtament of 2 dying man, which none. ought 


to miſtruſt of falſhood : Hear then, and take 


great notice of what the wiſe ſay of my great. 
love and care for Men. Theeyes of the Lord 
are conſtantly fix'd upon thoſe that fear him, 
there's not a ſtep they go, nor an ation Hey, 
x 09 re RY "7; = 
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- | ry much luſtre to_ my divine. loye for my. viame) 

| faithful and loving Ay $9 5 Jag Ks coler, cogh 

;Þ | good mangſays he, are order'd by. Bets q_ <cciderir 

p, and he delights in bis way. Tho! he W IÞnon coll: 

* | fall, he ſhall not be utterly caſt d : PAR geen 

| the Lord upholds him with his hand. C + "as 27 

| der {crioully. this amourous expreſſion 2 mann 

; | what hurt can come toa man, that falls rm. Pak 

ſo ſweet, and eaſy, and ſo gracious a 4+ 

ka, asare my ſacred hands? none at. og f (OD 

| will preſerve them ſo carefully ae %s 

You hekeae harm ſhall. come apon em . IT 

i any ſhould be fo perewptory 21 tÞ afMiQ,or 

wrong any that is under my proteftion, | ſhall 
take 


.. ooh 4" 4-504. ra 


fits it for an injury Bok to my ſMif; for tte 
Qui "_ that touches them, touches the Tn of mine 
rangi pu- JE: ergy this ſpecial care 1take ro-pro: 
pillamo- fe the Righteous, is a moſt convincing at- 
culi_mei. pnttent of my great Jove for them ; and the 


acha, 2. comman@#Phy upon my Angels to keep and 


160 ey them i in all their Ways, is anogeryet 


great a proofof my tender kindeneſs, and 

Pfal. g0i cect Fe ſtrift.charge [ give then to bear 
n yp "their hands, left they ſhould daſh 

Jer vainlt the Stones: ; O Man conſider 

ow highly the Righteous are honour'd by 


""" mpe, inthat T have: appointed my Angelical 


Spirits ty bear them up in their Arms \ What 


:'Pope; what. Emperour, what Monarch itt 


"the World, was ever ſo well ſupported? 

Beaſts or Mens fhouldersat woſt are enough 

.tocarry then, but my Angels from Heaven 

gre order'd to bear ny ( Children: £ven in their 

bane, wherever they goe 

_ItSufual with F1der-Brothets Cifthey be 

ib of a moroſ$ nature indeed ) to carry their 

- younger-Brothers in their arms when they are 

pe ri to oo themſqves, and this kindneſs 

faithfully perform to the juſt 

c .n Uh kr Fider Brothers ) not only in 

their life time, but alfo in their death, as 

Zxc. 16. thou may ſt read in Sctiptur where Lazavig 

Tſal. 33. after he died, was carri's by the hands of 

Angels into Abrahar?s boſom. And my bh 

phey 
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pet avers that they furrobad the Ri | 
jn'this life, left any hurt ſhould | 
from any, ſide 3 and I keep 3 vig 


| £6n ſhall they rrample under. their feet, bee _ 


| les, I will alſo deliver them, and. -#r+ of 
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over them my felf that no Evil may. annoy 

them 3 In fine they ſhall tread upon the Lien, Ma#L-15; 
and Adder,: The young Lion and the Dra-- 34s 15.16 


caſe they have fix d their ora yPQn Mme, 
therefore will 1.deliver them - I will ſet them 
on high, becauſe they haye known my name- 
They fhall call upon me, and I will anfingr 
bag I wilt be with them jn all their. frou- 


them too; 1 will 'blefs them with a long Ufc 
and ſhew them my Salyation at the hour of 
their death. When the King of Syria came. with 
a uumerous Army to rake my Prophet Eliſeus 
Priſoner, his Servant felt ſo gr Fat an, Agony 
of trembling,and was ſo ws f atihg Sight 
of fo dread vl a Power, that my. P 4Regs.t7 
pray'd heartily I ſhou]d open EY eJe$, 10 let 
him ſee the far greater _gumber of Ange is 
which were on his ſide, to. bear, down. _=_ 
vaſt mulciryde which came $9 annoy: bum 5 
whereypon the Servant Was 280d © - 
ks hg; ie AS KA at leaſt $0. + . 
make {igng ot them ; hay 0k Epos IO 
Lewife, and "Tet thee ths ellion, whos - _ 
thou ſee in. Sunamire, that Ne, "NT 
or 'eyery Soul that lives inthe ſtate of Gra Is 4 


thou would anſwer ;, I ſce -great Armies af 
ngels on every fide of her ; O what-a, puil- 
Fant Guard is this.! ſure there's no danger of 


- = 


any difaſter falling upon my faithful Servants 


| 1 ey are ſo extraordir well pro- 

Qaia vide WOT MY are ſo _extraordinaty well pro 

bis in ſura- F448 

choros ca- ty Men of the Stfongelt and ffouteſt of all 

ftrorum. xaef, with. their drawn Swords in their hands 

Car. 7- and wereall expert in Martial diſcipline,each 

Car. 3, One well Ard af all points for fear of any 
noAurnal incurſions, or inſurreQions.. This 
is only a figure, but a perfe@ repreſentative of 
the great. care which [take.to preſerve,& pro- 
tet the Righteous, otherwiſe how could they, 
(being conceiv'd.in fin, & living in a frail .& 
corrupt fleſh, prone to all cvil, & among ſo 
many fitares , and powerfull allurements. to 
evil) paſs over as many years without the leaſt 
mortal Sin'? this is the wonderful effect and 
chief benefit of my Divine Providence and 
Prote&ion, which is ſo extraordinary great 
that it does not only preſerve them from e- 
vil, but changes the very evil which they had 
careleſly committed into a ſubje& of greater 


H bus Pcunm por, they become more wary, more humble 
3 _ and more” thankful to nie; -who have with- 


war m bo-drawn'them from ſo great, a danger, and. 
num Kon. forgiven them an offence againſt my infinite 
COTETCLO ITE DIETMES FL CWAS aus Majeſty. 
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mite nifi . Sofomoz's Couch was environed with oY 


Diligenti- good, becauſe that by this little ſtumble-they 
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Majeſty. This was 'an occaſion of -Stz Pauls | 
fayitg. We know all things-work together Diligenti- 
for good, to them that love. God. If [this bus deum 
great favour be worthy of all Mens admira- - mori 
tion, how ,much more aſtoniſhing willit be, jf y,num 
that I ſhew. this great Mercy. not only, tO Rom 8.28. 
my beloved.Servants,. but alſo co their Ghil- 
dren, and,: to their Children's Children after 
them, as 1, do ſolemnly declare in. theſe 
words. I the Lord thy God ' am a jealous - 
God, viſiting the iniquity of the. Fathers upon £Zx04.20, 5 
the third and fourth Generation of them : 
that hate me, and ſhewing , mercy unto, 
thouſands of them that love me, and keep 
my.. Commandments... David ; is: a ſufficient 
Preſident : hereof, for I did not: reje& his 
Children for many Azes; andtho? their ſins 
have often deſerv'd my abandoging them, yet; 
| had patience, with..them for the love and: 
eſteem 1 bare to David their | worthy : Fa- 
ther, and my faithful Servant, -- 
When Avraham ſent his Servant to finde Ge. I7. 
out acompetent, and virtuous, Wife for his: 
dearly beloved Son Iſaac, I had a ſpecial care 
to dire% him the ſifelt and beſt way, and al- 
ſo to, bring his bulineis to a moſt. proſperous 
cogcluſion, and all was for the great love: & 
| kindeneſs I had for his Maſter; I would do'Gen. 3y 
as much to a bad Maſter for the ſake cf a good 
Servant. and have already done.it to Potiphar 

Aa the 


«Ads tes 


the Egiptian, for the ſake of i my Patriarch Jo- 
ſepb, for T have. nitiltiply'd all his* fibftance 
as'well'in his houſe,as in the Fields, not up-" 


ort his own” account, "being an unbelieying 


Heathen, but ' meerly for the love'l had for” 
his chaſt and godly Servant. What mercy, 


what care, what Providence can be greater 


then'this? and 1s he not a mad man indeed. 


thatwill refuſe to ſerve” fo good, ſo liberal, 


and ſo bountiful a Lord as ] am to all thoſe 


tharſerve me; and wko am ſo careful of them- 
Capillus ſelves,"and of all that concerns them, that, I 
de _ cant ſuffer ſo much as one- hair oft their head 
 veſtron GRIE 
F- peribit. 7 to! be loft. 
| Lac.21.28, The effes of my Providence are ſo many, 
| and ſo woriderful, that I am commonly call'd 


P/al. 103. in Scripture the Father of the Righteons, and ' 


I likewiſe call them my dearly beloved Chil- 
dren: my Providence promoted the Prophet 


royal, and was favourable to him upon all oc- 


caſions, neither was he ungratefu], 'Or Un- 


mindeful of my benefits, for He gives me this 


Atonement of his gtatefull acknowled gement, 
Bleſs' the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is 
within me Bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, 


thy 


O my Soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
Who forgives all thine iniquities, who. heals 
all thy diſeaſes 3 who redeems thy life from 
deſtruction, who crowns thee with loving : 
kindneſs and tender mercies , who fatisfies 


C] 
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thy. mouth with good things: by him-thy 
youth-is renew'd like the Eagles. The Lord 
executes righteouſneſs and judgment for all 
that are oppreſs'd. . He made known his ways 
to'\ Moſes, and all his ations unto the Chil-' 
dren of 1f-acl. The Lord'is merciful and gra- 
clous, flow to anger, and prone to mercy. He: 
will not always chide ns, neither will he keep 
his anger for ever; He has not dealt with us. 
as our fins have deſery*d : nor has he reward=. 
| ed usaccording to our iniquitys. For as the 
Heaven is High above the Earth, ſo. great is 
his mercy towards them- that fear bim. As 
far as the Eaſt is from. the Weſt, ſo far has- 
he remov*d our tranſgreſſions from us, even 
as a Father doth pitty- his Children , So the. 
Lord 'pittys them that fear him, for he knows 
our frame, and he remembers that we are 


nothing but duſt: . + E/a63 16, 


The Prophet Eſaiah, thinking the name of 
Father did not ſufficently expreſs thetender- 
neſs of my love, becauſe. it has been never 
yet paralePd by any: mortal Parents,” ſays, 
Lord ! thou art our Father-indeed, Adraham 
IS ignorant of us,and*7/racl does not acknow=: 
ledge us.” Thou © Lord art our Father, our 
Redeemer, and thy name is from everlaſting; - 
and tho? they be our Father according to the 
fleſh, yet they don't deſerve the name there- / 
of ; *tis a qualification due to thee alone,for 
Aa2 het? 


Eſa.4%.15« 


their love for us is io more then a ſhaddow 
to that which thou haſt expreſs'd to us uporr 


all occaſions, my love rather reſembles that 
which a good natur'd Mother bears -to her 


child, and therefore I compare my ſelf to the 
moſt paſlionate of the Sex, Can a Mother for- 


get her ſucking. Child, . that ſhe ſhould not 


have compaſſion on the Son of her womb ?. 


yea, they may forget, yetwillI not forget 
thee. Bchold 'I have graven thee upon the 
pan ot my hands, thy walls are continual- 
ly before me. , Can any Mother ſpeak with a 
more tender expreſſion of love; who will be 
ſo blinde, fo ſtupid, and ſo far from good 
nature as not to rejoyceatthe very ſound of 
theſe ſuperamourous words, which are able 
to revive the deadeſt heart that ever was to 
all motions of love, or devotion ? what man 
(tho* never ſo. great a drone ) hearing, me 
91ve him this extraordinary aſſurance of my 
mot arcent love, and paternal- Providence, 


will not run with the ſpouſe in the Canticles: 


after the lweet ſcent of my perfumes. I ama 
God that ſpeaks to thee, and the eternal ve- 
rity. too, which was never guilty of the leaſt 


falſhood, whoſe riches have no limits, and 


whoſe power is of the ſame . nature with the 
reit of my attributes, which are all infinite, I 


am therefore him only thou ſhouldſt fear to- 


oliczu, 2nd in whom thou ſhouldſt place all 
thy 
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thy hopes and confidence : my words ſhould 
comfort and rejoyce thy heart, the title of 
honour [ confer upon thee,ſhould nnman thee 
ſo far as to take on the heart and ſpirit of a 
child of God.,and the afſur'd demonſtrations 
I give thee of my great Love and Providence 
ſhould breed in thee an everlaſting abhorrence 
of the World, and all it's allurements. 

What more Thall 1 ſay ? or to what ſhall ,,.. 
I compare the love which 1 bearunto thee; xx. 
the Eagle of all Mothers, is the moſt ten- Dewt.1.31, 
der of her little ones, and it's therefore the 
Prophet ſays of me, as an Eagle ſtirs up her 
neſt, flutters over her young, ſpreads avroad 
her wings, takes them,and bears them on her. 
wings, ſothe Lord has dealt with thee, nay, 
thou haft ſeen how the Lord thy God bears 
thee, as a man does bear his young cild 
In his arms, in all tne way that ye went, un - 
tilye came into this place. What could 1 do; 
that I have not done. to my People to wean _ — 
their affections from-the World, and ſettle 
them totally upon ſo good, and fo Cordtala 
Father as I 2m to them ? I call them my be- 
loved Children, and fo they are indeed, for 
thou ſhalc find as many authentick teſtimonics. 
as there have been Prophets in. the World, 
from the beginning, that they are my Wes 
dren in efiect as well by their Creation as, bye 
their preſervation from all dangers. The Pro Le ” 
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Fore: 31, phct Jeremy will tell thee that I have lov'd 


them with an everlaſting love; and that with 
loving kindneſsT havedrawn them out'of ftg- 
thing to what they are' at prefent, and have 
preſerv*d them as well from” their temporal, 
as from their Spiritual Enemies, whilſt: they 
remain'd ſubmiſſive to my Laws,and gave me 
the reverence which is expected from dutiful 
Children to their Parents; O ye Nations ! 
fays the ſame Prophet, hear the. word of the 
Lord,& declare it in the Iſles afar off,& ſay,the 
Lord, that has Scatter*d the People of Iſrael 
for their Sins, will gather them again, if they 
will cry to him for mercy, and if they conti- 
nue obedient to his commands, 'he wHl keep 
'them, as a Shepherd does his flock: For the 
Lord has redeem'd Facob, and has ranſom'd 
him from the hand of him that was Rtronger 
then He.: The ſame Prophet will tell "thee al- 
ſo how ready, and willing I am to- be recon- 
cil'd to my Children when they repent, He 
repreſents me, as.if I were overjoy'd at the 
very hearing of their mournful voice; I have 
ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning; himſelf thus; 
thou haſt chaſtiſed me; and I was chaſtis'd ag 
a Bullock unaccuſtom'd to' the yoak ;, turn 
thou me, and I ſhall be turn'd 3 for thou art 
the Lord my God. Surely after that I was 
turn'd Wb Caged J a9 _ that | was In- 
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bear the reproach of. my,youth: thou has heard 
the repentance of a ſorrowful Sinner; .& his 
firm reſolution to. lead a better. life for: the 
future. Now obſerve well my joyful expre{- 


| fionsto him. Yea Ephraim my. dear Son ? He 


Is a pleaſant Child indeed ?. for fince I ſpake 
againſt him,I do earneſtly remember him ſtill: 
Therefore my bowels are troubled for him. 
I will ſurely. have mercy upon him, - ſays the 
Lord, All theſe propertys exercis'd by me 
upon, my beloved, deſerve to: be. ſeriouſly 
conſider?d, for they are certainly able to in- 
flame the moſt obſtinate hearts with my love, 
and why not, being Iam ſo much enamour'd 
of them, tho? they be ſo refractory to -my 
laws, and fuch great enemies to their own 
welfare, that they do not regard my earneſt, 
and charming invitations. 

 Bnt to oblige them the more to their duty 


to:me, [tell them that Iam the good Shep- 7o:n. 14 


herd, and know my ſheep, and am known of '5: 
Mine;:: But how, doſt thou know them, O 
Lord? with what eyes doſt thou behold them? 


AS my Father knows me, even ſo know I my 
Father, and with the ſame eyes that I behold 


my Father, and my Father beholds me ; I be- 
hold my ſheep.. O molt bleſſed Eyes! O moſt 


happy aſpe&! O wonderful. Providence ! 
What, greater glory, what richer treaſure, 


or what greater Riches can any Man delire, 
| | Aa 4. then 


8 
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then to bethe worthy obje& of my divine A- 
#pc8, :and to be;:look'd upon with' the ſame 
e'£s:that my: Father beholds me? What ! an 
adopted Son only to enjoy" the priviledge, & 
chict prerogative of the only and dearly be- 
loved 'Son of God ?: © the main advantage ! 
O the-unſpeakable favour ! Hear how the ho- 
ly Ghoſt extolls the fuperexcellent benefit of 
this peculiar Providence by the mouth of my 
Prophet : Behold, I, even/I will both ſearch 
my ſheep, and ſeek them out, as a Shepherd 
ſeeks at night for the ſheep which are ſtray'd 
or ſcatter'd from his Flock in the day;ſo will I 
ſeek out my Sheep, and willdeliver them out 
of the places, where they have been ſcatter'd 
inthe cloudy and dark day.: And 1 will bring 
them out from: the People, and gather them 
from the countrys, and will bring them to 
their own Land,- and feed: them upon the 
Mountains of 1fracl by the Rivers, and. in all 


feed them in a good paſture,” and 'upon the 
high Mountains of 1/rael, ſhall their food be £ 


there ſhall they lye ina good Fold, and in a 


Fat Paſture ſhall they feed upon the Moun- 
tains of 1/racl. ] will feed my Flock; and I 
will cauſe. them to 1y down ſays the Lord 
God. I will ſeek that which was Joſt,& bring 
hack again that which-was drivenaway, and 
will binde vP! that which 1 was . broken ? vl 
Ts ns 04 3 +:=1740 Wh 
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will ſtrengthen that which was ſick = Put 1 
7 will keep the'fat'and 'the ftrong, and will 
7 feed them with judgment. 1 will make with 
] them a Covenant of peace, and will cauſe 
the evil Beaſts to ceafe out of the Land, and 
they ſhall dwell fafely in the Wilderneſs, and 
1 ſleep in the woods. And I will make the places 
| round about my hill a bleſling, and I will 
| cauſe the ſhower to come down in his Seaſon, 
and there ſhall be ſhowers of bleſſing.” 

Tell me, O man ! what greater care could 
be expeted from a watchful Shepherd, or 
what ſweeter words could I make choice of 
to expreſs my unſpeakable kindeneſs for all 
mankinde, for they are the Sheep that I have 
taken ſo much labour and care to preſerve, 
they are that dearFlock for which I have fpilt 
my blood, and loſt my life, and therefore 
thou muſt not underſtand the words of the 
HolyGhoſt of any material or 'brutiſh Flock ; 
No, no, He'meins thee and the reſt of mor- 


tals, and therefore He concludes, ye are my xc,.,0.1 


Flock the Flock of my Paſture are Men. They 
are my Sheep, and I am their Shepherd ; nei- 
ther is it a common ' Paſture'T promiſe unto 
them, nor the abundance of 'Earthly wealth, 

but my own Fleſh and Blood'which contains 
a vaſt treaſure” of ſpiritual graces, and of a 
peculiar Providence, whereby, as a gracious 
__ bountiful Lord 1 do rule and prote& ny 
S gn 
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Spiritual. Flock. All this is conſonant to what 
another My 4s fays of my +great care and 
tender love for ungrateful mortals; He ſhall, 
ſays he, feed his Flock like a true Shepherd 
indeed; for he ſhall gather the young andthe 
weary Lambs, and carry them in his boſom, 
and ſhall gently lead the ſheep that archeavy 
with young ones, and carry them in his arms 
too, if they be notable to go, what can be 
faid more charming ? The words of the Pro- 
Phet Reyal are indeed no leſs, for they ,feem 
to proceed from a heart throughly inflam'd 
with my love : The Lord fays he,is my Shep- 
herd,& therefore 'tis impoſlible that 1 ſhould 
want; having ſo good, and ſo bountiful a 
Keeper ; He makes me to ly down in green 
Paſtures: Heleads me befides the ftill-wa- 
ters, and (which is a far greater benefit then 


all the reſt) he has converted my Soul, and 


has reſtor*d unto her, her former beauty 
whichwas wholly loſt by Sin z and now He 
leads mein the Paths of Righteouſneſs for his 
holy:names ſake; I'might tell thewof ſeveral 
other propertys which are given, to me in 
Scriptare-; as-that-of King, becauſe I govern, 
and defend:my People z- thatof Maſter, be- 
cauſe L teach, and-inſtruct them how they are 
to decline-iniquity; : and keep always. within 
the ways of- Righteouſneſs? @' Phylitiag,'be- 
cauſe Icure them! of all their diſtempers, as 
| we 
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well Spiritual as temporal ; but the ſweeteſt. 


nathe ofall,* and that which pleaſes me moſt, 


is that of Spouſe, 'becanſe: it repreſents my 


love, and Providence to mankinde more am- 
ply and of greater importance to them, for 
being thcir Spouſe. 1 muſt forſake Father and Gen, 2: 


all, to adhere unto them, and put on their 
nature too, ſo that they and I ſhall be hence- 

forth as two in one fleſh : O ſays St. Pau), this pheſ. ;. 
is a great Miſtery : ButI ſpeak concerning 32- 
Chriſt and the Church. Tis ſo great a miſte- 

ry that thou and all mankinde have reaſon to /®* 3: 
love me above all creatures in the World,and 

to cry unto me, Thou art our Father indeed, 

our powerful protectour, the Guide of our 
youth, and the only keeper of our integrity ; 

nay ſays St. Ambroſe, thou art all things un- , ,,,. 
tous, if we be wounded, thon art a Phyſiti- ge virg. 
an to'cureus; if We be in a Feveriſh heat, 

thou art a fountain to quench, our drought ; 

if We be laden with, iniquity, thou art the 

Lamb that came from heaven to take away the 

Sins of the World ; if We be in need of belp, 

thou art of an omnipotent power, and thou 

haſt the kb ar aſſiſt us in.alf our neceſſities: 

if We fear Death, thou art life everlaſting : 

if We defire Heaven, thou art the way to it: 

if We be willing to avoiddarknefs, thou art 

the Light; if We want” Food, thou art the 
life-giving bread. Tell me O Man,cam'ſt thou 
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imagine any thing in this World more glori- 


ous, more precious, more loyely, more ho- | 


nourable, or more advantageous to thy Sou 

then to enjoy me,.. who am thy .Creator, . thy 
Redeemer,. thy.preſerver, thy Lord, thy Fa- 

ther, thy Shepherd, thy Phyſitian, thy Ma- 

ſker, thy Keeper,tliy. Bearer, thy Strong wall, 

thy Defender, thy Caſtle, thy. Spoule, and 

thy Allin All; What treaſure can any man 

| have in this World to confer upon his Frind 

that is to be compar'd to the leaſt of all theſe 

Lztamini benefits. The conſideration hereof makes the 
- ta ain Prophet Royal invite all che Righteous to re- 
juſti &g10- JOYCE» and to be glad in the Lord, and all 
riamin1 thoſe that are upright in heart to ſhout for 
omnes joy, as if He would ſay, let others rejoyce in 
RP. the Riches and Honours of the World, others 
in the Nobility of their blood, and high CX- 
traction, others in the Friendſhip and favour 

of Kings and Princes, others in the excellen- 

cy and preheminency of their Stations and 
Dignitysz but ye that have God for your 

Lord, for your poſſcſſion, for. your everla- 


ſting Inheritance, rejoyce in good earneſt,o 


glory in the peaceable fruition of ſo great a 
treaſure, for your happineſs is greater then 
theirs, by, now much God 1s more excellent 


Pſa 143 then his Greatures, as my Prophet declares - 
5... ee :, in theſe words ; Quit me O Lord, and deli-/ 


| 14, 15. ver me from the hand of ſtrange Children, 
b whoſe 


whoſe mouth ſpeaks vanity, and their right 
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tand is 4 right /hand of falſhood : That 'our - 
Sons may-;be:as Plants. grown up /in! their” 


youth; that our Daughters may be'as corner 


Stones poliſh'd after the ſimilitude.of -a- Pal- 
lace-z.thav-our Gardens may be full,;affording 
all manner of ſtore; that our Sheep may; bring, 
forth thouſands & ten-thouſand in our Fields, 
that.our Oxen may be ſtrong to labour, that 
there, be no breaking in nor going out.z. that 
there be:no complaining 10-our Streets, Hap- 


py.1s-the People that be in ſuch a caſe, : But Beatus 


He faid from the very intrinfick part of his 
Soul;that happy, and ten-thouſand times hap- 


| pier is that People, whoſe God is the Lord ; «us. P/s!. 
and-he gives this reaſon for-it ; He that en-:143- 15: 


joys him, 1s in poſſeſſion of that one; good, 1 
which comprehends all geodnels that- can be- 
deſir'd, or thought of.” Let - who, will;glory 
in thoſe terene and tranſitory hleſſings,as for - 
my. part ſays he,I will'( whilſt Ibreatb,)glory 
in the Lord my God alone ; and ſo ſays the 


Prophet Habacak too; Tho? the fig-tree ſhould uv... 
not bloſſom, tho rhere ſhould be no fruit in 17,12,15- 


the Vines, tho! the labour of the Olive. ſhould 

fail, and the fields ſhould.yjeld no meat, tho? 

the flock ſhould be cut oi from the Fold, and 

there ſhould be no herdia . the- Stalls, yet I 

will rejoyce 1n the Lord, Lwill joy in the God 

of: my Salvation. The Lord God is my {tren a 
| | a 
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and: Lewin make my' feet like' Hinds feet,and! 


ke will 'make me nk walk upon” mine hight 


Places: To the chief ſinger on me ho 
Inſtruments. 


Thefs'are the treaſures, this is the gtor y' 


which I hive prepar'd even. in this life/for 


thoſe that ſerve mez'and'Tthink'them ſufficis 


etit niotives for all mortals to love; adore, & 
reverenct'me, who atn'ſo'good arid ſo graci- 


ous a Lord'to them: [But | on/[the> other ſide, 
*tisa ſubje& of great diſpleaſure to me to ſee” 


them, after all tny goodneſs, ſo prone to neg- 


.le& my Service, andrun after the falſe.and 
fatal pleaſures of the World; as'tho' I were: 


not worthytheit conſtant affections: But alas! 


It waseverTo with” mortals; their Ingrati- | 


tude'is as/4ncient; ins manner, as; the yery 
Ereation of the World, for the ſame abomi- 


nation I found among the Tjraelites, and have 


"oy theniwith it too, by my Pro =_ Fere- 
; Hear ye the' word of the Lor 
of Sacob. and all the families of the houſe of 


Iſrael. Thus fays the Lord, what iniquity | 


have your Fathers found in me,' that they are 
goiie far from me, and have wall*d after va- 
nity, and are become vain ? Be aſtoniſh*d, O 


ye Heavens, at this horrid ingratitude ! 2nd 


what is it ?*Tis that'my Peoplethave commit- 
ted two greatevils; they have forſaken me 


In the firſt place, who am the plentiful foun- 
tain 


O houſe - 
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| tajn,of living, waters; 3: and in. thenext \ ples TY 
| they, have hew!d out for. themſelves boon 
| Ciſterns that can hold no-water. O ungrates 
ful-Generation, hear the [word of the-Lord-! * 
Hays L been a. Wilderneſs' vato' 1/rael;” or a 
land of darkneſs. Have they already forgot- 
ten the ſeveral victories 1 gave them of their 
enemies, and the manifald - bleſſings I have 
| confer*d upon themſelves for ſo many Apes ? 
Is. this the return they (make me-ofiall gny 
kindeneſs, ; to-tell-me - confidently! they wilt 
come no,more;,unto. me. ,Can'a -Maid-forget- 
her ornamants,.or a Bride her-Attire:2 yet my © - 
| People have.forgatten me,days withournum- 
ber,notwithſtanding 1 am all their ornament; 
their glory, their beauty, and-all that canbe-- 
thought of, to, make a People happy.” O man!- 
If 1did fo: much lament and. grieve toiſee the - 
People of 1/rael prove ſoungratefulito me; as-- 
to diſown me,, after. all the; favours I-'heap*d' 
upon them, which 1 muſt confeſs, were but-- 
temporal Bleflings : how. much- more+reaſon-- 
haze I to be difpleas'd with-Chriftiats; who's 
haye. receiv.'d from, me ſo many,and ſtich$reat* 
blefings as well temporal, as ſpiritual, and 
for. whom-I have-ſuffer'd the moſt eruekdeath 
that ever was heard of; and. after all-theſe - 
extraordinary great-favours to be ſlighted-by 
them every. day. more then.other, nay, they 
every,moment crucify me anew with Oe 
wiltul 
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ſed Barra- Wilful 2 at y willingly p of tre | 
bam, 7oan. me og Barrabar,rahd - tell me/plainly the 


18. 40. are better.pleas'd-to have the wortd! for ved 


Nollumus 


hunc reg. -Ord-and: Maſter:(tha? never: fo-deceitfuliand: 
nare ſuper cruel,) then to berald by me , : whoſe: yoke : 


nos. _ is \weet and whoſe ——_— is _ light and 
18. pleaſons 


Jagum. C- 
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am ſuave fl 
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_ * O: "Moſt aracious "Savioui ſ: Thou haſt 
ny way " reaſon to be 'diſpleas'd withcus indeed, 
hadft thou caſt us off, and abſolutely given'us 
Video me.OVer intoa. reprobate Senſe; our ingratitude 
liora, pro- has deſery'd it; We have ofren'experienc'd 


boque; de-the tenderneſs of thy-love t6-11s; and there 
teriora ſe- : 


neapRy” is not a day, noran hour, no;'not a moment 
1 of our life but receives the bonntiful influ- 


ences of thy Paternal Providence We know 
likewiſe that thy yoakis ſweet and that thy 
Ple.83-12; burthen'is beth light» and pleaſant * We are 
'*2: alſo convinc'd that a day in thy! Court is bets 
ter then a thouſand ſpentin the: World, and 

that it were more for our Souls advantage to 

be a Door-peeper in thy houſe, then to dwell 


in the Tents of wickedneſs, yet notwithſtand- 
ing all our knowledge of thy goodneſs, and of 


the World's falſhood, baſeneſs, and horrid 


"wo 


deceits zi We blindeand graceleſs .Wretches 
will forſike thee to ferve ſo crueta” Maſter,” 
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who will ondoubtedly Jeal with us after all 


his ample promiſes of great Fortunes, valt 
Treaſures,rare Pleaſures, juſt as the ungrate-' 
ful Laban'did with poor Facob, he made him 


to ſlave full-Seven years to purchaſe the fair gen, 


Rachel, and in the concluſion He: gave him 
for all his extraordinary pains and labour but 
a blinde, defortn'd and it] ſhap'd Leah. To-.. 
this Man the World will promiſe long life 
and health, arid cuts him off ins the flower of 
his Age 3to another, He will promife-Wealth 
and promotion, and afcer a deal of ſlavery to 
attain it, ke is ſtill in the ſame ſtation no bet- 
ter then a beggar : He:inſpires another with 
great defigns, he will-puſh hin! on to {fruggle 
fora Crown, and. when he comes to ir, he 
throws-him into a precipiece with more ha# 
aad worſe luck, and breaks his neck 1nto the 
bargain. To another He will promite a great: 
fortune by Marriage, but when he is pofſef6'd 
of the Lad y, and thinks himſelf happy for 
ever; he findes himſelf more unfortunate: 
then before, for 1n lieu of getting Wealth by 
her, he loſes what he had of his own, . and is 
chpt. into priien to, boot, 'for her debrs. If Þ 
ſhould traverſe the cirenit of the World, be-, 
hold Conntrys, view Provinces, look into 
Cities, enter into private Houſes, and to ths 
Pallaces;of Princes,--I ſhall hear nothing elſe 
but lamentable complaings of the Worlds de- 
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ceits ; one will deplore the loſs of his plen- 
tiful Eftate, another the ſudden death of his 
Eldeſt Son contracted, and ready to be mar- 
ry'd toa great Fortune. Another mourns for 
the loſs of his Daughter and of her great Por- 
tion too, whereof he can't avoid the pay- 
ment, and that adds mainly to his great ſor- 
row. Another w1ll tel] me that he ſpent much 
mony in courting a rich Widdow, in hopes, 
to purchaſe a good Eſtate with the produas 
of her conſiderable Joynter, and that (to his 
utter deſtruction ) ſhe dy'd as ſoon as he was 
marrid to her: This Lady will lament that 
the was depriv'd of her firſt love; another, 
that ſhe has very bad ſucceſs in her Lovers,for 


they do all ſlight her. The Merchant will; 


complain of a great loſs he had at Sea; The 
Soldier, that he is not prefer'd according to 
his deſerts,and withal,that he is like to ſtarve 
for want of his pay. The Uſurer will tune 
up kis pipes to the loſs of ten per Cent. and 
of his principal too, which was very conſi= 
derable. In fine, there's no ſtate or conditi- 
.ONn but will have ſomething,or another to ſay 
of the Worlds deceits. 

 Cantthere be 2 greater deceit then what 


Weſeedayly before our eyes ? The World. 


does promiſe renoun, and everlaſting fame 


to all his Followers; yet*we fee they are no* 


foener dead then forgotten. There's not ee? 
of 
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of a hurdred thouſand of thoſe gallant ſparks 

(which have made a great. figure -in this 
World when living.) now remembred : no, 

nor once nam*d. What is become of a!l thoſe 
renown'd Heroes, : thoſe famous Generals, 
thoſe ſuperiour Officers, thoſe marſhial Cap- 

tains thoſe ſtout and deſperate Soldiers,thoie 

Isarn*d and. wiſe Councellours, thoſe Emi- 

nent Dukes, thoſe great Princes,thoſe pow- 

erful Kings, and Emperours, thoſe excellent 
Qneens,thoſe worthy Lords and Ladys ? who 
remembers them now ? or who ..once thinks 

of them ? not one, their memory has pe- 

riſh'd with their life , to fulfill the Pro- 

phets prediction of%em ; and to accompliſh - 

the words of Fob, their remembrance ſhall be Perijr mes 
as Aſhes trodden under foot;and thoſe of ho- Poria co- 
ly David; they ſhall be as duſt blownabroad Herabaggy 
with the wind. Paul ons of the firft Hermirs; p, 0.9. 
liv'd foreſcore and ten years in a Wilderneſs, 96. 20. g. 
and during ſolong a time he never convers'd */z4. 1. 4. 
with Men, nor knew any of the World's in- 
trizues, He made himſclfaltogether an Ali- 

en to ir, yet the World remembers him ftill 

and honours .his memory too z whereas all 

thoſe great Perſons, I but now mention'd, 

that wade it their chief buſineſs-to know,and 

to be known. to the World, aro now clearly 
forgotten z ſo that I may very well compare 
It to a covetous and forgetful Hoſt, who if be 

'Bb 2 fees 
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ſees his old Acquaintance paſs by his Inn in # 
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poor condition, He takes no notice of him, | 
and if the old Cavalier ſhould: repine at his 
ftrangeneſs to him, and tell him that he was 
formerly a very good Cuſtomer to his houſe, 
his reply will be, that he believes ſo, but fo 
many comes that way, that he does not take 
notice of all; ſuch an Inn-keeper muſt be dealt 
with, as St. Paul, and others of the ſame Spi- 
rit, dealt with the World, We mult uſe him 
Hl, and take no notice of him, but paſs by 
him without giving him ſo much as a bare ſa- 
lute, this is the only way to oblige him to re- 
member us, and make him ſpeak of us too, 
very often, tho' We ſhould be in another 
Country, or perhaps rotten in our graves. . 
The Lon was never better ſet forth in 
it's own colours, then by a certain learned 
Author who tells me, that it ſeems to the eye 
noble, goodly, fair, friendly, free, and gor- 
geous 5 but when-it comes to the proof, We 
finde it's qualitys quite contrary, and are ex- 
perimentally convinc'd,that it is a meer ſhad- 
dow, a perfe&t ſmoake, and a fine Image of 
plaiſter-work, that is full of old rags and 
patches within ſide. And this makes St. A- 


| Aug. 13. gnſtincry out, O moſt miſerable and deceit- 


ence. 


tul World ! Thy grief i is true, but thy delight 
is falſe ; thy ſorrow is certain, but thy plea- 
fares are much of thy own nature, fading, 

failing, 
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failing; vain, and altogether uncertain : Fhy 
pains are permanent, but thy repoſe falſe, $& 
tranſitory : Thy toils are intollerable, & thy 
rewards are moſt contemptable: Thy pro- 
miſes are great and Princely, but thy pay- 
ments are beggarly : Thy miſeries are void 
of conſolation, and thy happineſs is mingled 
with all kinde of miſery. 
__ A manwilleaſily diſcover the manifold mi- 
ſeries of the World, if he ſtands above it, or 
far off from it, even as a mift is better ſeen at 
a diſtance then cloſe by it; It's therefore that 
virtuous and godly men have anabſolute ah- 
horrence of it, becauſe that in their eminent 
Station, they have a ful proſpett of all its va- 
nitys but whoſoever hasany commerce with 
it, the-firſt entertainment he is to expect, is 
to be led blindfold with the proſperity there- 
of, that, he may not ſee the miſery of his own 
condition, nor the way to better himſelf; & 
in this caſe the world deals with his filly fol- 
lowers,even as the Raven does with the poor 
innocent Sheep, the firlt thing he does before. 
he tramples on his back, is, to ſtrike ont his Y 
cyes, that he may not ſee the way to eſcape © * 
his tyranny. | 
This: is exa&tly the world's practiſe; no 
ſooner hag he bereft his poor & wretchedCiti- 
- zen ofhis Spiritual Sight, and put him in that. . 
Qrels.6 condition, That, he knows not how #t1h. "* 3 
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to judge between good arid evil, vanity and 
verity, true and falſe pleaſures, but he works 
him aſleep, bindes him ſweetly, and deceives 
him pleaſantly, torments him in great peace 
5nd reſt ; gives him a Proud Spirit, which 

ſhall place im upon the, Pinacle of greedy 
Ambition, ind thence ſhews him all his allu- 
ring dignitys,and charming Preferments.The 
Worlds projets do not end thus, He has his 
deceitful | Merchants, that when they make 
fale of their Cloth and other. goods, ſhew the 
firſt and laſt Part of them, bnt will not admir 
tlie buyer to view, fearch and ſee throughly, 
leſt he ſhobld; diſcover the cheat. He' has ſc- 
veral hundreds of falſe Prophets at his com- 
mand.'to flatter, and'divert him, (as they did 
Achab) from hearing Michaeſ's counſtl,or ta- 
king any notice of the. torments of his Con- 
ſcience, that tells him of the dangerous ſtate 
of his deluded Soul. He hasa thouſand flie and 
cunning; fiſhers that will lay pleaſant baits to 
draw. him. tnato further miſchief. Ho has a 
thouſand times more Strumpets of Babylon at. 


his pleaſure then Solorz0z had of Queens and | 
Concubines; and theſe he imploys to preſent 


him provoking liguours out of their golden 
Cups. But alas ! "cis a draught of deadly poi- 


ſon to their $onls. He has at. every door of 


his cnchanted Pallace, an alluring Fae! to cn- 
tice him to take oF his fatal acts hts and plea- 
JE a es {ures; 
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ſures ;_ each of them having their hammer & 
nails, to drive through his brains when he is 
in a faſt ſleep. He has alſo a flattering Joab in 
every corner ready toimbrace htm with one 
arm, and murther him with the other, and a 
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falſe Judas likewiſe, to give him a kiſs, & be» H#ith. 24. 


tray him at the ſame time to ſuch enemies, as 


will take delight to torment him. O my Soul? 9, ,,. 


let us fly with all ſpeed from ſo perfidions, 
ſo pernicious,and fo dangerous an Enemy, for 
if We ſhonld love him, he will hate us, if we 
ſhould put our confidence in him,he will cer- 
tainly deceive us : If we ſhould ſerve him, he 
will afflit us : if we ſhould honour him, he 
will debsſe us : if we ſhould be of his faction, 
he will undoubtedly damn us : | /z fize, if We 
ſhould be foenamour*d with the World;as to 
love, and adore it more then God himſelf, & 
ſhould we make our felves his abſolute flaves 

to be the more 11 his favour, he will certain- 
ly prove another Nabalto us at the fag end 
of our mortal life, and giveus the ſame an- 
ſwer, and the fame entertainment as he gave 
to David, and to his Servants, that is, to ſend 
us intro the next world with a ſurly kick for 
all our pains taken in his Service,zand with a 
who is David, or who is the Son of Feſſe, 
that I ſhould know him. Let us therefore my 
Soul ! take notice of Davids advice to all mor- 
tals, and look upon the World hercatter 
ang; Sh Bb 4 not 
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not only as a lyer, but a meer Impoſtor, let 


us then fly from all it's pleaſures and trea- 
ſures, and principally, becauſe thou haſt O 
Lord, cald'them thorns, as indeed they are; 
for even a$ a Man when he is caſt naked a- 
mong thorns, can't chuſe but have tus. body 


gin £vang, Tent, and torn, and, made þloody : So any 


worldly mans Soul harraſs'd with the mani- 


_ foldcaresand thoughts of heaping up wealth, 


muſk, be ſtrangely perplex'd with the reſtleſs 
pricking of the ſame, neither can ſhe be free 
from mortal wounds, having ſo, many ſtrong 
remptations and preſling allarements to bring 
her to Sin. We, have a vulgar. ſtory whoſe 
moral part ſhews that Riches. cannot be. poſ- 
ſels'd without anxiety and great care, A cer- 
tain man of a mecanick calling, having no- 
thing to ſupport himſelfand family but what 
he purchas'd by his honeſt labour, liv'd not- 


withſtanding very merrily ; and urter'd day- ; | 


ly ſo many pleaſant ſtrains.as evidently ayere 


the produtts of a minde not only eaſy,& con- 


being obſerv'd by an Uſurer,(adayly witneſs 
of his poor but happy life) that was not a lit- 
tle amaz'd to ſee him ſo neceſſitous,and with- 
al ſo merry ; he refolv'd to try whether mony 
would. allay,or increaſe his mirth. And there- 
upon convey'd a hundred Pound into his 
homely habitation, really thinking, that Suh 


rented, but void of all tormenting care. This 


would. 
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would augment the poor mans mirth.to ex- 
ceſs.zbut the concluſion was direaly oppolite 
to his expectation, the man quits his bulineſs, 
is imploy*d in counting his new-found trea- 
ſure ; he ſung no more that day, nor did the 
night give-himany reſt, only the opportuni- 
ty.to muſe more deliberately how he ſhould 


diſpoſe of his Caſh, a thouſand projc&s pre- 


ſent themſelves : either to inlarge his ſhop,or 
to. take a whole honſe and to improve his 
wealth by letting of lodgings ; now he was 
for purchaſing a ſpot of ground to build up- 
on,and immediately for putting it to intereſt 
In order to prefer his Children; in themorn- 
ing he returns to his uſual buſineſs, but was 
ſo. heavily and with ſo dejected acountenance, 
that his neighbours 'admird'at the. ſudden 
change of the man, and ask'd him what he 
ail'd, and what the cauſe might be that inter- 
rupted them the hearing his delightful and 
merry voicethat morning above all others : 
among the reſt the Uſurer came to ſee him, & 
hearing what moan his neighbours made for 
his ſo ſudden., melancholineſs, he heg'd their 
excuſe expreſſing himſelf ſorry that the man 
had loſt his mirth, that'was ſo recreative and 
pleaſant to them, demanding withal his bag 
of mony, which he left there the day, before; 
what ſaid the poor man,does that treaſure be- 
jong to Tow "Ry then take it in Gods _ 
| | | or 
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for had it ſtay'd longer with me, I ſhould cer. 
tainly have run mad : No ſooner was he quit 
of his Mammon, but he clear'd his brows, 
tun'd his voice, and return'd to his bufinefs & 
merry notes. 

This is an argument thatRiches bring trou- 


Eccl.1,2,3, ble and affliction with them, and Solomon the 


4 
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wiſeſt of men confirms it; and St. Payl 
avers that. where the loye of Riches is once 
ſettPd, the peace of God is utterly excluded; 
and this 1s a greater loſs then our underſtand. 
ing can comprehend ; in a word that man who 
puts his heart in his treaſure has a reſtleſsSou], 
and this is the greateſt misfortune incident to 
mankinge. He is like a Clock, ( which when 
winded up) will neyer leave it's motion till 
the weights be down,'tis the ſame with him 
bis mind will never be at reſt whilſt ſo many 
cares, and anxlietys poſleſs it, which are to 
it, as weights to 2 clock that keep it always 
going; ſo whenothers are in their ſweet re- 
poſe, he is breaking his brains contriving how 
to manage his money to the beſt advantage. 
Of all the Plagnes that God was pleas'd 
to impoſe. npon the Egyptians for their ma- 
ny and grievous-fins ; that of the flys was moſt 
intollerable becauſe they were fo cruelly tor- 
mented by the very creatures they had ador'd 
for Gods; I may ſay the ſame of worldly men, 
that of all the Miſerys and. troubles which 
rad h CO TE EE God 
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God lays upon *em for their offences, 'this 1s 


one of the greateſt, to' be tormented: and 


orjevouſly perplex'd with the cares even of 

that thing, which they adore as their God, 

and in whict they plzce their chiefeſt feli- 

city : And let them. uſe all their $kill to for- 

ger theſe cares, they can't poſſibly expell 

them ; and this adds much. to their great 
difaſter - no, they will aſſault them in the 
morning, and ſhall bear them company all 

day, neither ſhill they leave them at night, 

no, they will enter the bed with%m, and 
deprive them of reſt, they ſhall be- the ſub- 

jet of their dreams ; ' that T may well com- 

pare them to thoſe unmercifal Tyrants, vn node 
wherewith thou O Lord, doſt threaten the ,- _ a$. 
wicked by thy prophet, which ſhall allow hurc re- 
them no comfort or eaſe, either night, or day. Fay 
This is a very great 2fMiRion I confeſs, and /7*- 76- 
the only reaſp11 hereof, is, that' thou haſt —_ a 


uli pa- 
taken away thy peace fr rom {© terrene a Peo- cem s po- 


ple, plung'd ſo extreamly in their pleaſures, pulo iſto, 
- without the leaſt care of their Souls, or ficic Do- 


thought of heaven ; and therefore have they mn 


merited a divorce from thy mercy, and a con- diam, & 

Linuance of their deplorable ' ſtate even with- miſeratio- 

out hopes of thy commiſeration.” * nes. fer.16 
And really ( if 1 give credit to what the x/a;, 59 

Prophet Eſay ſays of them ) their condition 

Is s ſo bad 5 that It can ** be better APY 
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then by his own wah They put their truſt 


in things of nothing ſays he, and do talk of 


vanitys : They conceive labour and bring 
forth iniquity : They break the eggs of Ser- 
pents, and weave the webs of Spiders : He 
zhat ſhall eat of their cggs ſhall dy ; and 
that which is hatched thence ſhall be a Cock3- 
trice. Their webs ſhall not make cloth to co- 
yer them, for that their works are unproft- 
table - and the work of i iniquity is in their 
bands. There's not a word in all this, the 
Prophet?s deſcription of the Rich of this 


World,; but contains a myſtery : by tha 
firſt, that they put their truſt in things of no- 


thing, we may very well conceive the vas 
ity of Riches, which if enjoy'd to day, to 
morrow: they '-may be ſnatch'd from us, and 
perhaps our lives too, for lucre of them : 

And he who takes: them from us, may like- 
wiſe loſe them ſoon after with the ſame da- 
mage, if not a greater, I mean his Soul's loſs 


for  ever,; They conceive labour, O what a. 


deal of toil do p5or worldlings take to heap 
up treaſures, how many. perilons , volages 
to the, Eaſt, and Weſt-Indjes, how many tedi- 
ous journeys by land, to this and that other 


Fair, how many dangers of being rob'd, and 


of loſing their lives too ? Day and night 
they are afraid of: Thieves ; nay, they dare 
not truſt their own Seryants, no, nor their 


Wives, 
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Wives, . with the keys of their. treaſures for 
fear they ſhould rob them of their mo- 
ney ; and if any thereof be taken away, 
O what an angry countenance will he put 
on ! what curſes, what Imprecations will he 
make? What a conſternation will the whole 
Family be in ? every one ſtriving to clear 
himſelf, will make his earneſt Addreſs to the 
Conjurer ; andas he is apt to tell lyes, being 
ſo great a familiar with Lucifer, he may make 
the innocent criminal, and the criminal inne- 
cent ; for with him favour goes by bribing, 
and he that gives him moſt, ſhall have his beſt 
word, tho? he were the greateſt Knave in the 
whole Pack : this is the labour, now tet us 
bear th*Iniquity it brings forth, is there not 
2 wo pronounc'd to them, which draw ini- 
quity with the ropes of vanity ? The ſame 
Prophet fays that they break the Eggs of Ser- 
pents. Pliny the naturaliſt tells us, ( and our 
own experience confirms it, ) that the bird 
which fits upon the eggs of a Serpent, by 
breaking and hatching them, brings forth a 
venemous brood that will moſt certainly be 
the utter deſtruQion of her ſelf. *'Tis even ſo 
with 2 man thar fits ( as it were) in brood. 
upon his Riches, and does afte& them over- 
much ; they will certainly be the death of 
his Soul, and in the jmterim will make him 
a moſt miſerable wretch whilſt he lives > 
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this World, always in fear of tofing them ; 
for theh are as apt to change Maſters, as the 


Spiders web is to be broken with the leaft 


puff of Wind: this wants no confirmation, 
for the man in the Goſpel ratifys it, who 
with exceſlive care and labour had eather'd 
ſo vaſt a quantity of Riches, that he was 
forc'd to pull down his old barns and build 


new to lay themin: and when that was done, 


be bids his Soul enjoy her ſelf, being really 


perſwaded he ſhould live ſplendidly and fare 
ſumptuoufly upon them many years ; but his 


Soul was ſnatch'd that very night from him, 


and all his great preparations were uſeleſs to 
him. This inconſtancy of Worldly wealth 
occaſion'd the ſaid prophet to fay, that the 
webs of thoſe weavers ſhall not make cloth 


to cover them withal, nor ſhall their works 
be profitable to them, and that none but the 
works of Iniquity ſhould remain in their 
hands : whereby he lets us know that who- 
ever loves, and follows theſe vanitys, ſhall 
certainly load his Soul with fo. great a bur- 
then of iniquity, that he will fink into the 
very loweſt Hell, where thoſe who. had glat- 
ted themſelves with the World's pleaſures & 


delights ſhall be grievouſly tormented, and 


then they will know that their riches were 
thorns indeed, that not only, rent their hearts 
in this World, but will wound their Souls e- 

ternally 
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ternally in the other. Theſe thoughts arenow 

far from their minds, but when their $laſs 1s 
ſpent,& that grim Death appears unto them, 
O how bitter will the remembrance thereot. 
be unto thoſe men that have plac'd all their 
happineſs in Riches ? What a grief was it to 
Alexander the great, that had conquer'd moſt o Mors 
part of the World in leſs then twelve years, Juan a- 
to ſee himſelf ſeiz'd on by Death, and Sum- M472 <ft 
. mon'd to appear before thy moſt dreadful, 10. 
Tribunal, when hedeſir'd moſt to live, and ni habemi 
taſt of the joy and delight of all his victories ? pacem in- 
What a heart-breaking will it be to thoſe that ay = 

employ all their time in building of houſes, "+ 
purchaſing eftates,increaſing riches, procuring 
dignities,making up matches, laying out vaſt 
ſums to uſe, when they ſhall fee them- 
ſelves, even as ſo many Princes Mules, dif- 
charg'd of their treaſure,and turn'd off with 
backs gaul'd into ſome naſty ſtable, nay, it 
will be far worſe with them, for after their 
long travelling in this World, loaden with 
gold and Silver ; which had extreamly gall'd 
their wretched Souls, they ſhall be disbur- 
thened at the day of death, and ſent away 

with their wounded conſciences to the dark 
and loathſome Stable of Hell, there to conti- 
nue for an Eternity. O my Saviour? theſe 
conſiderations well medimated, are-able 'to 

mollity a heart of Steel; to move any man to 
a Trus 
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a true repentance of his paſt follys, to breed 
i him an abhorrence of the wortd, and of alt 
its vanitys, and make him reſolve to employ 
the remainder of his days in thy Service, that 
art abſolutely the beſt. of Maſters, and whoſe 

rewards to thy faithful Servants are: far ſur. 
paſling the-pleaſures & treaſures of this delu- 
ding world,as thou doſt exceed the creatures, 

Eternity, the Time, & the eternal joys of thy 

heavenly Court, ithe ſhort and tranſitory 

Joys and delights of this Land. 


SAVIOUR. 


'E muſt be a moſt perverſe and hard 
hearted man indeed, that will not love 

me after all the ſeveral benefits, and manifold 
favours which I have confer*d, even in this 
life upon the generality of mankinde, which 
are In a manner nothing to what I have pre- 
par'd for my Ele& in the other , for theſeare 
{o incomprehenfibly glorious, - that eye has 
never feen, nor ear . has ever heard, neirker- 
is man's underſtanding, capable of conceiving, 
their exceſlive greatneſs; for 1 am by nature 
infinitely good, amiable, and liberal, cconſe-: 
quently what I have promis'd, .prepar'd, and 
decreed from all Eternity to beſtow upon my- 
Elect,muſt be no leſs then my ſelf (objetive ) 
as your Divines call it and ( formaliter) = 
- moſt 
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molt clear, the mob delictous,the moſt ,plea 
ſant; the molt bleſſed union, and fruition 0 


my divine Eſſence for all Eterpicy. O the Im- 
menſe,the ineſtimable, the glorious,the Inter- 
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minable felicity of a bleſſed Soul! that ſhall 


live and reign with God who is infinite in 
beauty, in glory, in power, in wiſdom, and 
infinite in all his Attributes, that ſhall enjoy 
clearly, and without any interruption his 
blefſed Viſion, ſo unſpeakably comfortable,& 
ſatisfa&ory to all her ſenſes, and-this too for 
an Eternity ! A God likewiſe, that is the a- 
bundant headſpring of all delights, the inex- 
hauſtible fountain of all goodneſs, the moſt 
opulent treaſury of all riches, pleaſures, Joy, 
Perfc&ion,and of all things deſirable , or ne- 
cefſary to compleat her everlaſting happineſs! 
This is the eſſential and principal reward of 
the Bleſſed. But beſides theſe, there are other 
innumerable joys, which I call Secundary re- 
wards, and theſe are alſo {o great, and ſo 
many; that they do abſolutely tranſcend all 
meaſure, and number, and wilt thou not © 
man ! Jove a God, who has loy'd thee grats., 
and to that exceſs, as to give thee himſelf, 6 
all that's in his power. A God that moſt mer- 
cifally lov*d thee, when thou wert. in anal 
rebellion againſt him ; wilt thou not love the 
Eternal Father who in the exceſs of his love 
for thee did not ſpare his only an2 dearly W% 
my "C6 loy ec 


ON 
lovedSon, but deliver'd him ints the power of 
moſt cruel Enemies that crucify*d him; & this 
was for thy ſins alotie,as well as for thoſe of all 
mankinde ?wilt thou tot love him chat has by 
che effufion of his moſt precious bloud ſree'd 
thee from the power, arid unfpeakable an- 
guiſhes of Hell, and it's eterfial toriments, to 
place thee in the moſt happy company of his 
beloved in glory ? wilt thon not love him 
who has choſen thee even before the worlds 
Creation, who has call'd thee by his Grace, 
and has predeRtinated thee in Chriſt from all 
Erernity ? wilt thou not love me who am the 
onlY'Son of God, in whoſe Faith, atd Grace 
thoy liv'ſt, who has lov'd thee, who has fuf- 
fer?d. for thee, .who has call'd.thee to his Ser- 
vice, who has tedeem'd thee from the intol- 
lerable burthen of the Old Law, from. the 
damnable yoke of Sin, and from the everlaſt- 
ing thraldom of Rell. O man ! Wilt, thou 
n0t love me whoam ſo fervent a lover as to 
purchaſe thy loſt Soul, not with the Worlds 
contemptible Coin, Gold or Silver, but with 
the moſt precious and Sacred bloud of my 
whole body. Wilt thou not Iove me who am 
thy Creator, thy Saviour, and Judge,. and 
who was in mercy pleasd to become thy 
Brother and. Advocate too; nay, I am fo 
much in I6ve with thee, that, the day before 
| departzd'the world, 1 bzqu-attrhd unto thee 

my 


W molt prectþ zus ut body anCEl6i to feed t 
as a perpettll fs of my pI 
onto Ng, Ti fize, wilt thon nor 
Tow me, who beſides the foxel3id Mercys, 
Benefits and B lings,have' Os focom- 
ſſiofate, ang f6 Tapes fediatrix 1 in Hea- 
vol asIs 3k Gl, be i dear and Syperexcellent 
U before my Conoopyjotr m. 
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much, that ei Eft not. Apa ons meri- | 
rorions act withont his divine Inf) piration, "Or 
a@tval motion. Therefore "is his gracious 


| Gp; oodneſs which gives thee the WW nl, and tte 


ower to performany 0 nodthing, "ris He that 
is Pers 9] t0, inhibit, ja and inflams 


Sz vation. "ik word, , rayOU ſpxtion to, lore- 
$2: is the 
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care vobis 
Parrem ſu- 
per ter- 
ram,unus 
| eſt enim 
| Darerve- 
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Zo 30 * 
the Father, the on, and the Holy Ghoſt hay 
done, the very ſame thing has the Wy. 
Trinity done; being butone &, the ſame Gi 
in thoſe three diſtin& perſons. 

O Man ! ſhall notall theſe powerſul motiyes 
repleniſh thySoul with divine love,cven as the 
Dew of Heaven,doth fill the Vegetives with 
vivifying juice,or ſhall not this make my grace 
ſhine in thy Soul, as Davids burning Lamps 
of affeQion , which no terene waters -cou 2 
ever extinguiſh ! 1 ſay. in thy Soul, that. it 
may diſperſe thoſe. filthy vapours of carnal 
affections, which bave in a manner lul'd her 
into a Lethargy.; And as thou wert created 
ro enjoy the fellowſhip of Angels, let theſe 
demonſtrations ofall my Favours to mankind 
in general, and to thee in particular, kindle 
ſuch a fire of divine lovein thy Soul, as when 
ſhe departs thy body, ſhe. may aſcend to Hea- 
ven, in it's aſpiring flames, Haſt thou not 
* heard what I fayin the Goſpel to thee, aud 
to all men ; that ye ſhould not rely upon them 
ye call Father on Earth ; for you have but one 
only Father, who is in Heaven, and is really 
ſoina far more eminent degree, then is ei- 
.ther Carnal, or Spiritual Father whatever : 
For from him thou didſt receive thy Soul by 
his immediate creation ; and whatever advan- 
tage thou haſt of nature, from thy Parents,or 
fr rom the Concurrence of any celeſtial and at 

co 
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cond cauſes, thou receivedſt the ſame eminent- 

ly from Him, whois the Principal Anthour 

of all things, (Sin only excepted.) Thy Phi- 
loſsphers confirm this , for they tell thee that 

every prime'and Original cauſe does influ- g,;. 
ence the effe&t. more then any ſecond cauſe cauſa pri- 
whatever. | | -- ma plus 
-If thou by all Laws, Natural, Divine, and !"fluic 
Poſitive art ſtrily commanded to love, re- 12 _ 
verence, honour and obey with all ſubmiſſion que cauſa 
thy carnal Parents, how much more oughteſt ſecunda. 
thou to love,” honour, adore and obey.thy 2 ift, 
Heavenly Father, who is the Original. of and 26. 
Paternitys, a$' well -in Heaven, as on Earth, ternicas 
and:from whom - all cauſes: have their: a&tion, in Czlis & 
their motion, andtheir Fecundity.- The re-!? 772 
miſneſs and frequent failingsof all mortals in "11.7 
this their incumbent duty, gave me  occalion. z, x5. 

to make this' ſorrowful complaint ; the Son. 

does hear - his Father, and-.the- Servant; does {/-c1-6- 
both fear.and obey his Lord, and Maſter ;. If I 

be then the Father of mankinde, where's their 

love, their ' reſpe&; and-obedience to..me ? 

And if 1 be-their chief; Lord; and Maſter ; 
where's their i fear and: dread of diſpleaſing 

me, and'transgreſſing my commandments ? 

My Apoſtleſeems toadmire, ſo:great a 'neg- 

le&; 'we have/had: ſays he,--for our - Tutors Hebr.12.5- 
Fathers of the Fleſh, and to. .thoſe We haye 

paid a'l ſubmiſſion and reyerence 3 and; ſhall 
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not We give a far! greater reſpe@& to our'Fa-. 
ther it! Heaven; by whom, and from whe, 
We hive our being; and preferyation 2? If.4+, 
ven the very Heathens accounted-4t a molfia- 
_ bothi@abie crime» in Children: .not to obey. 
_ their” Parents, or re deſpiſe; thei, and nov 
regard their commands, and counſels3:and 
if is [the old Law I have: ordet?d all contu- 
matious, rebellious; and Avatitipus Children 
tobe evetiiitonfd' ro death without any fyres | 
ther: Proceſs, ' how much . more: nefarious 8 
cit is, to be refatory to the omnipotenty 
Godand Father; [and to be forgreat, and fo 
cruel a febell torhim/ 4S't0 Erucify | him every 
nionidar inhis dearly beloved Son 2 Thigisfo 
hain6vs-an offence that Icah?r-but_ reſent it, 
and fay by my Prophet, wille-man robGod | 
of his honowr,”ahd .of all his: Prerogatires 8 | 
this is/the comimoninjury: which the genere- 
lity-of manikinde/habdone unts nid , for they 
have indeed rob'd' we] even the whole: Ecnc- 
ration of them | 
"Bear; Oththwens, amndfitcar, (3) Farths 
tahelnohriſh®s. brought up'Children, & 
they haveirebeIÞd againſt me!/The Ox knows 
his6wfer;afid'the "Af hisMaſters cribz But 
_ Tf U668 fot know me,” neither; ,does wy 
t cohfiderime:' 'Ah 1! Sinful nation that 
#6, 'a''people laden! with tiniquity.34+ | 
bn ed of ovit aver, Childreii chat! are tors 
Os rupted 
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rupted themſelves, and greater corrupters of 
others;; they have all forſaken'the Lord,they 
! haveallprovok'd the holy oneof 7/ac unto - 
| Anger. Their Princes are rebellious; and the 
| companions of Thieves : Every' one loves 
gifts, and follows after rewards; they judge 

not the Fatherleſfs,: nor does theicauſe of the 
! Widdow come unto them. But I will caſe me 
of my'Adverfrys; and revenge me of mine 
Enenues ; then ſhall come the utter deſtryQi- 
on, and ruine of all Tranſgreffors, and Sin- 
ners 5 and they that have forſaken me to fol- 
low the World and it's unlawful” pleaſures, 
thall be wholly conſum'd. They ſhall be as an 
Oak whoſe leaf fades, and asa garden that 21.20, «. 
has ao yater 3 They hall He! as Tow and 
Fire ; and ſhall both burn together, and none 
| ſhall be 4ble to quench their flames,&to fulfil 
the words of my Prophet, I ſhall make them 
aS2 fiery qven in the timeof my Anger ; 1 
ſhall ſyallow them up in my wrath, and che 
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() Ungrateful man ! haſt thow.not juſtfy Ger. 2. 7. 
AZ gdeſerv'd tele dreadful' effets of my 
heayy.1ndignation and Wrath? for in the yez 
ry .exordiun of the \World' 1 created thee to 
my on image andiikeneſs ; 1 have -infſtru- 
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Qed thee in the Law of nature which thou 
wert to obſerve, and to __ thy ations 
by the diftates and 'Maxims thereof. I have 


alſoprinted the ditamen of Reaſon in thy 


Soul, that thou might?ſt thereby diſcern be- 
ewixt good and evil, truth and falſhood, the 
Creature and thy Creator : But thou ungrate- 


ful Wretch,and moſt unworthy of tuck extra- 


ordinary favours, haſt from the very begin- 
ning ſhaken off my Yoak, broke my Chains, 
and haſt declar'd openly that thou wouldſt 
no longer live ſubmiſſive 'to my decrees, no 
longer obey my Commands, neither wouldft 
thou ſerve ſo good and ſo bountifnl a Maſter 

but bea Tenant at will, to embrace | whate- 
ver was molt pleaſant to thy brutiſh paſſions, 
and moſt charming to thy rebellious 'inclina- 
tions; wherein thou haſt tranſgreſsd the a- 
greement that had paſs'd betwixt us, broken 
the Contract, violated the Law, and haſt 
cancePd thy bonds: wherewith then hadft 
bound thy ſelf ; and thy Deſcendents to the 
World's end, to live upright, faithful, and 
obedient to'my Will, and ro my Commands 
for ever : And what was itthat engag'd thee 
toincur the guilt of ſo horrida crime? the 
fear only of diſpleaſing thy filly Wife; O in- 
gratitude neyer to be paralell'd ! What, muſt 
a fooliſh'and phantaſtical creature be -honor'd 
gd obey'd ? rather then I, who am thy Og- 
bo de as Tho gs _ nipotent 
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nipotent God, and Creator. I produc'd thee 
with'( a faciemus only ) out of the bowels of 
the Earth, to makethee happy for an Eterni- 
ty with the perpetual fruition and viſion of 
my divine Eſſence ; but thon haſt perferr'd 
before fo immenſe and unſpeakable a bleſſing, 
a created Good, vile in it's ſelf, tho? plea-- 
ſant tothe eye, and ſweet to the taſte, and 
what was it ? 'Tis an eternal ſhame, and an 
infinite diſgrace for all mankinde to hear i, 
mention'd ; 'twas noleſs, then to poffpone.me, 
the Fountain of life, and all my Glory, fora 
Trifle, an Apple. Heavens are you fot aſto- 
niſh*d! that a reaſonable manſhould make ſo 
unreaſonable and filly a choice. Thy incum- 
bent duty, and indiſpenſable obligation was 
to adhere unto meall thy life, and to placeall 
thy happineſs in me, who am, and ought to 
be, thy firſt and laſt end; but thou inſtead 
thereof, haſt ſcatrer'd thy afteQions amongſt 
vain, frail and tranſitory things, and to com- 
pleat thy-misfortune, thou haſt plung'd thy 
ſelf into many ſeveral, and moſt abominable 
Idolatries. I gave thee expreſs orders,to deal 
with thy Neighbour as thou wouldit thy ſelf 
be dealt'with, and todo him no more injury 
then tothy ſelf ; . yet thou haſt done the con- 


trary a thouſand times, and haſt been refra- 


tory to that, as well as to all the reſt of my 


 cemmands. And alas! *tis too common a 


diſtemper 
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diſtemper with all mortals, for: they;deceive 
ene another in weight, . meaſure, rple, ſigns, 
words, and tokens. I have commanded thee 
to. practiſe thoſe. famons | precepts of the Pe- 
calogue, which are binding as well by the 
Law of Nature, as by the very dictates of 
natural reaſon, and thou haſt transgreſs'd 
them all without the leaſt Scruple,or remorſe 
of conſcience,ſo that thou baſt corrupted thy 
Soul in all thy ways, and haſt made thy felf 
abominable by thy manyfold iniquitys, by 
hy katred, by-thy thieving,by thy high-way 
robbing, thy extortion, and oppreſſion of 
the poor 5; thow mak?*ſ nothing of myrdering 
thy Neighbours, & depriving them as well of 
their worldly ſubſtance, as of their reputati- 
on, and gocd name z. Adultery, and even 
_ - Sins againſt nature, are np more with thee , 
then yenial Sins ; ſo that being by thy Greg- 
tion the beſt, and the moſt noble of all agj- 
mils z thou haſt made thy ſelf a Beaſt, and 
more; vile then the worſt of Brutes, -by ſub- 
mitting thy ſelf wholly to the moſt unryly 
paſſions of thy Senſualitys, & luſtful deſires; 
In fine, all Creatures cry out agatoſt thee for 
revenge offo many, and ſuch great injuries, 
which thou ha done to thy Creator. , . 


| 7 67 Veats 14, 2hmsmined 


4 _ m—_— edt 5 PRES. CO I n 


DG OS os ral =} => 


——— — —  —— « 


F: Check to the.Chrifian M.A N. 


i + \ | { 


Nd thou, O Chriſtian Man ! haſt more 
difhonour?d me, then even the very 
Pagans, and-Infidels. 1 told the Jews a while 


] before my. Paſſion, that had I not:come my 
! ſelf, and ſpoke to them, their Sins would not 
| have been altogether {o grevious. How much 


more reaſon have I to ſay the ſame. to thee, 
ungratefal, and diſobedient Chriſtian ? I 
have my ſelf. inſtruQed thee, ( gr to ſpeak 
more properly.) the Primitive Church in it's 
very Infancy, and left my Apolthes alſo, to 
teach andcotfirm them in'my Precepts, and 
Evangelical Gounſels, which they. firmly be- 
liey'd;:atds faithfully  obſerv'd for. ſeveral 
years, but eſpecially during the time of their 
greatcſt tronbles, and grevious perſecutions, 
wherein Millions of thouſands of-?em: have 
ſuffer*d death couragiouſly rather then deny 
their Faith, and have wrought ſo many, and 
ſuch | fbugendious Miracles that many- more 
Souls. were 'converted;by them, then had been 
hy all the Preachings.& nſtruttions of either 
th'Apoſites, or. their Diſciples ; ſq,that in a 
very.ſhort time all the /Potentateg ,Sublimi- 


tys, and Dignitys ofthe World, all-the Sub- 


tititys of 'Phtloſophers, all the magigk Arts, 
and illufons df Wizards and Witches, all 
the 
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the. power of mankind, and their Earthly 


Kingdoms, were wholly ſubdu'd and brovght. 


nader my obedience. But alas ! ſoon after I 
had confer'd the Bleſling of a profound Peace 
upon my Church, and had utterly deſtroy'd 
all her Enemys,and heap*d upon her Honours, 
Riches, Dignitys, and all proſperity imagi- 
nable, and that her glory ſhin'd through all 
the World, her devotion began to diminiſh, 
her Charity to grow cold, and fhe made of 
thoſe 'very Ornaments, which were given 


her by me to ſet forth the luſtre of her glory 


and the greatneſs of my renown, the ſubject 
of her Pride and Vanity : and: her Clergy 
too, have chang'd that which ought to be ſpi- 
ritual, and only for the maintenance of the 
poor, into their own temporal Emoluments, 
and have ſpent it to entertain their carnal 
Friends and Relations, and te increaſe their 
own Ambition and Luſt; ſo that the won- 


derful beauty of her grace, the ſplendor of her. 
exquilit virtues, the glory of her heavenly” 


wiſdom,the excellent gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 


the lufter of' the eight Beatitudes, of the: 
twelve Fruits, and the reſt of the manifold 


graces and favours which I confer'd upon 


her, in order to' make her an accompliſh'd- 


Spouſe to my ſelf, is in a' manner totally de- 
cayd in her, and is her ſelf ſo much alter'd 


from what ſhe was in her Primitive time, 


that 
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that of a powerful Queen which had for- 
'merly the whole Univerſe at her command, 
without any Adverſarys to diſturb her, ſhe is 
become a poor handmaid diſrob'd 'by her 
Enemys, atid by them confin'd to live in one 
ſinall corner of the Earth ; neither is ſhe there 
free from perſecutions and troubles, but la- 
ments both day. and night the finful and rui- 
nous ſtate of her incorrigible and rebellious 
Children. Havel not great reaſon then to be- 
wail her condition, and fay, Alas ! how is 


Quomods 
obſcu- 


the gold become dim ! How is the moſt fine rarum 
gold changd ! the ſtones of the SanQuary are __ aurum 


caſt out. into the ſtreets. The precious Sons * 
of Zion.comparable to fine gold, how are they , . 
efteem'd as earthen pitchers. They that did &c 


feed delicately, are now even hunger-ftarv'd, Lamiove. 
and they that were brought up in Scarlet do fere..4. 1: 


imbrace the dunghils, Her Nazarites were 
purer then ſnow, they were whiter then 
milk, arid even more glorious than the moſh 
glifterin g Rubys,for their Souls wereadorn'd 
with grace, which gave them a far greater 
luſtre then the moſt poliſh'd Saphires - But 
alas! now their viſage is blacker then a coal; 
they are not known in the ſtreets : their 
$kin cleaves to their bones: nay *tis wither'd, 
and become as dry, and as blackas a rotten 
| Nick. Thou O Chriſtian People! 'haK with 
thy iniquitys 3 brouzht all theſe diſtaſters& 
horrid 
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wp, 
horrid. confuſions 9p0p my Church; thay art 

er deformity ; thou art 
the unfortunate inſtrument of all her dejeRj- 
ons, oppreſlions and {laveries, thou art like- 
wiſe the fole promoter, and Adtor of thine 
own temporal, and eternal calamitys; and 
therefore the puniſhment of thy iniquity ſhall 
be far greater then that. which I have inflicted 


| Upon Sodors and Gomorrdh £10F all their abo- 


minations and crimes, 1? extraordinary 
great ) were nothing {o heinous in my fight 
as arethy Sins z neither are the unbelieving 


Nations {ſo wicked and viciouſly given as are 


many thouſands of Chriſtians in this wicked 
Age; Sothat, the Infidels who were fo much 
enamour'd with the Chriſtians of the Pri- 


- mitive Church (by reaſon of cheir.unſpotted 


life, godly behaviour, and pioas converſati- 


-0n,) that thouſands of them forſnok their ]- 


dolatrys to embrace. my Faith; , had they 
known, and ſeentheir ſordid, their wicked, 
their Scandalous life and converfation,) in 
theſe latter-corrnpt.centurys (tho! they were 
nere {o much inclin'd to be of the ſame be- 
lief _) they would neither be of their .profeſ- 
Kon, nor would they 1o much as.. coaverlc 
with ſo Scandalous a generation, for they 
live, asif they were under no Lay, and do 


Sin even againſt the Law of Nature z where- 


as the Heathens have a veneration for mode- 


ty 


I INAJ _ 4C 


os, AE abt ot 

ſty and honeſty, and for. all other moral vir + 

tuesz Which are now. adays totally negle&- 

ed by Cpralane no pehey are ſo much avery'd 

from them, that the deſcription which my 

Prophet.Ezechicl gives of the Sinagogues, a- 

; bominations and villanys, may - be very well 
appli'd to their enormous crimes'6 offences. 

_ This general diſſolution, and ſinful liber- 

ty of Chriſtians gave occaſion to ſeveral vir- 

tuous and zealous men: to ſhed many bitter 

tears; and induc's._them to believe that the 

genctality of Chriſtians had conſpir*'d even 

with all the Devils of Hell todifhonour;2nfl 

deſpiſe me, and that ſo publickly, and with 

fo much impudence, that even the yery Hea- 

thens abhor their implertys, and are opinio+ 

nated that God has forſaken, .and. deliver'd 

them up into their power to chaſtiſe theta for 

their abominations, end wickedneſs, ever as 

the People of [rac were expos'd'to the rage 

and fury :of Nebuzardaz cheif Commander 

of the King of Babylors. Army z He himfelf 

tells Jeremy, that he had his commiſſign:;from x 

me to deſtroy them. The Lord thy God ſays >. = ve 

he, has, pronounc4 this evil upon this place, 

and all it's Inhabitants, and now the: Lord 

has brougkt'it upon them, and has done ac- 

cording - as he has {aid : becauſe they: have Pſa! 21 ?, 

fing'd againſt the Lord, and have not obey'd 

his voice. The Prophet Royal is no leſs dread- 

. full 
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ful in his deſcription of my Anger, againft 


the Wicked, thy hands fiys he, ſhall finde 


out thy enemies 3 thy right hahd Thall finde 
out thoſe that hate thee,' Thou ſhalt make 
them as a fiery oven in the time of thine An- 
ger : The Lord ſhall ſwallow them up in his 
Wrath, and the fire ſhall devour them. Their 
fruit ſhalt thou deſtroy from the Earth, and 
their Seed from among the Children of men; 
for they intended evil againſt thee; they ima- 
gin'd a miſchievous device, which they are 
not able to perform. Nay holy Fob fays, that 
the wicked in the fulneſs of their ſufficiency 
ſhall be in ſtraits; that every hand of the 
wicked ſhall come upon them ; that when the 
wicked is about to fill his belly, God ſhall caft 
the fury of his wrath upon him, and it ſhall 
come upon him while he is eating. The Hea- 
ven ſhall reveal his iniquity, and the Earth 
ſhall riſeup againſt him - the increaſe of his 
houſe ſhall depart, and his goods ſhall flow 2- 
way in the day of his Wrath: this is ſays he; 
the portion ofa wicked man from God, and 
_ Inheritance appointed unto him by 
God. 

Thou wilt tell mie perhaps, that Chriſtians 
would not be ſo very prone to vice and wick- 
edneſs, but that their Rulers and Superiours 
do ſpur them on by their ill examples; and 
that I am rather to be blam'd; becauſe I had 


committed 


UM] - 1 


RELLOY i 
. committed my Flock to ſich mercenaries, & 
tavenohs Wolves, who could nothe ignorant 
of what night follow in {6 ſcandalous 4 £0- 
Fernmetit, and chiefty for thit 1 have faid, 
according as the Judge is, fo the peopte will 
be, . and that flich will be the” Itthabicarits of 
the City, as are the Mapiſtrates 5 That the 
Paffors and Rulers, Which I haveRt over ty 
Flock have ated rather like Tygers then Pa-- 
ftours.to them : for .the whole gettetality of 
Chriſtians are ſo tniſfed by therti,chat they fix 
their affetions only, upon fuch terenie objedts, 
as are moſt pleafing to their Ctinminal inctins- 
tions. But what is thy. intention by making 
this objettion ? Wouldſt thou itideed . nike 
me the Authour of thy Wickednefs ? Thar fs 
not poſlible, for thou know?lt that I ar juft 
in all my ways,& holy in atl my Works. Th6n 
canſt not be ignorant, but that my choofing. 
ſuch ſcandalous Paſtors is an evident fign of 
my anger againſt the People, nay, thou haſt - * + 
heard me ſay by one of my Prophets, I will 2220. Re+ 
give thee 4 Ring in my anger, and Ruters\in $7 ni 


my indignation 3 and by anotiief "I witl % Drinci- 
give Children to be thelr Princes, afid Babes pes inir- . 
thall rule over ther; And the Pevple ſhall He dignarione 
 Oppre(s'd one by another,” auTevery offe by 7", ,/ 
+7 Sa44 pe kad : 4% TA - hw fb «458. © v 3.It. 
bis Neighbour : The Child ſhall behave bim- za. 3; 4; 
ſelf proudly againſt the Ancient, and the . ... 
baſe . againſt the. honourable, Nay, I will 79-34-3% F 
make the Hypocrite bt reign- for the fins of A 


hs 
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the People. By this thou maiſt infer, that if 
1 withdraw the aſliſtance of my grace from 


the wicked, the fault is their own, and not 


mine, for Lam always ready to comply with 
- Sinners, when they anſwer my expectation, 


Prov.1-26. god call; otherwiſe I will, laugh at their 'ca- 


"03 3-1 


lamity, 2nd mock when their fear ſhall come. 
As for thoſe Superiors and Rulers that do 


- by their ill examples bring their. Inferiours 


and Subjects to utter deſtruction and loſs of # 
their Souls, I will certainly require them at WF 
their hands, and they ſhall anſwer to me Soul 
, for Soul ; for tho” I make uſe of them in this W 
"*lifeto chaſtiſe my Flock, yet after all, I ſhall 2 

eondemn them to Hell, even as a compaſſi- | 

onate Father, does caſt the rod into the fire 
after he has. whip'd his dearly beloy'd Childe 


| therewith. 


W- '# beck to the Religious Man, 


* A Nd thou O religious Man! (in naming 


thee I mean all thoſe of thy profeſBon ) 


ary whom [ have choſen amongſt all nations to 


: bea peculiar People to my ſelf,to adhere unto 


me alone in all fincerity, to love me.with all 
thy heart, and to ſerve me-with all the pu- 
rity, perfetion, and feryour imaginable. 
Wilt thou alſo be of the number of thoſe un- 


- grateful Chriſtians that combine' with the 


World to perſecute me ? haſt -thou not de- 
clar'd 


by-thy Solemn vows, as by. thy, Baptiſmal. Y 


6 2 rr 7b, {4 ffi Simnttt Tf {LOI 

WH World bripgs into the. field. to fight poor 

SS Souls, and worft them too (* if they 3) are ; 
> theconcupiſcence of the Fleſh, concupifcence 
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ctime, and a'Soul-killing fn : but®the onty® 
way to deſtroy it, is'to love thy RIF, and all!” 
things whatſoever, purely in Godj! ind” for s.+ 1 14.0 
God alone ;/arid COR od lincerely for” 


F himſelf more' ther all ;” by ſo doing thou” 

| ' jhalr reign with God in his eternal/*feJiciry:® 7 
] But ifthou"doft really atm at To glorions 47 5141 196 
” Dad 2 conquelk ' 
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queſt of th muff wake uſe of che 


reans 4 ian id, 3 MCA $78 RASH fragt: 
lity, mortification, . Eg £6 
rniniliation, ou mul jor vi whe vs 


On, injurys, rd Age hc tion, Adyer- 
ſity, Infirmitys, Subj and ig 
that .are able. to "dbaſe, = { dock th 
deprav'd man. This p Ye MW ly w 3.20.0 
form thy, {elf to *% who hay ſulfer'd. 

thats here rehears'd,& more coor ty thy Ls 
this 1s the way alſo. 0, to deſtray, thy. "ag 
loye, and tg Ss; 2, proficient in al "fory 


of virtue, in humility, patience, 
ſobriety, and Chaſtity, in the RY 


of the Holy. Ghoſt, Iz fine, there's nott 
contributes more ta.the utter deſtruction « 


paſſions, and the powerful hatred of thy 
for, he. that. hates his life in this World 
Qall keep, it. to life Eternal. The perfect ab- 
negation, of thy ſelf together with the lively 
nd.cruciform imitation of me, is, a moſt ex- 
quiſ and powerful means to expel it entire- 
Fo 12. 19. 1% from.thy,heart, If any, man will, come after 
me, let him, deny himſelf, and. take up his 
Lac. 11.23, Groſs daily, and follow me, for the Kingdom 
ND of Heaven ſuffers violence, and the, violent 


thy 


and that of thy Neighbour, in Pennance.inn 
tetiour Peace, and. in all the Bil, and fruits 


that curs'd and proper love, then the conti-, | 
nual mortification of. thy ſinful. appetite Gi | 


MAET 141.3 Ws, It by force. If thou wilt but learn, to love. 
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thy RIF thus i> God, thou Wilt be_ truly 


learn'd and wiſe 3 but Alas! the folly and 
perverfeneſs of rhen is fo great that they will 


not ndy this holy ference; they negle@ this 


heavenly kffon, and trifle away their time in 
riding, ot difconrfing of tetrene , ſordid, 
and impertinent . mitters contrary to this 
good advice of the Wife; think always of 


_ thoſe things which God has commanded thee. 


O Religious Man ! kadft thou imploy'd 
thy time faithfully in the ferrous: conſiderati- 
on of thy mcambent duty to God;.and of thy 
mim obligation to quit thy ſelf intirety of 
thit private and proper tovye, whicti preverits 
thy increafe in virtne; and which is. alſo the 
fatal fonrce of all diſaſters and croſſes inci- 


dent tothee in this World, then woutdſtcer-: 
_ tainly erhoy plenty of eaſe and comfort in 


thy own' mind 5 Jand thy Sonb would ſwim 
re the pleafant waters of my Grate'; thou 
wontdftatfo ſecure thy felf from the eternal 
torments of Hell,,an& purchaſe x moſt glori- 
ousCrown in Heavem. Moreover thou muſt 
know that a Religious life, is a'ſtare of pet- 
fe&tion; and:not to' go forward therein. is to 
go backward, which is the utrer perditioh 


opinion thar it is the highway to fempliter-, 
naÞ damnation: Now lay thy hand to Ctiy 
breaſt; and examine what: prozreſs thow heft 


madein'this School of virtue; if afrer {0 ma-, 
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Eccle, 24. % 
; Y 


Non prc- . y 


predi, re- © 


of thy Soul ; nay,; the. Holy Fathers'are* of gredi eſt. 


Taos ' 


7 ' ny years in Religion, , thou doſt find thy y ſelf 
— Vhuah 12-25, prone to Pride, to Vanity, /to/ Anger, to 
a» '1mpatience;, ito fooliſh: and idle words. &c. 
- as: thou - wert before thy entring into-it, 
Where's thy glory ? where?s the fruit of all 
[thy labours ? where?s the faithful perfor- 
mance of thy, Vows? Does not iniquity bely 
ic ſelf, thinking thou art a Religious man, 
when indeedtbou art none at all-;z thou only 
haſt the name of one.' Thou appeareſt to be 
Deviſum - living', Þutreally thouart dead ; Thy heart 
eſt cor eo-,j5 divided, and the World has the greater | 
Han 1 | {- thereof 3 bit what will follow ? thou | 
ti. Oſee. 10; halt andoubtedly periſh, unleſs thou doſt a- 
- mend thy fife.'I know thy works; that thou 
Apecal. 3. art neither cold, nor hot-: I would thou wert 
151% 17: cold' or hot, but becauſe thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold, nor: hot, I will ſpew thee 
out of my mouth : And becauſe thou ſayit, 
Jam rich; and increas'd with goods, and have 
need of nothing ; and knoweſt not-that thou 
.art'wretched, and miſerable, poor, and blind, | 
-and nak?d;. Such men do commonly think 
themſelves to be upon very good terms with 
God, and therfore are cock-ſure of heaven ; 
biit alas! in the hour of Death they ſhall 
Gnd themſelves groſsly miſtaken. 
Pro.29.20,”77 TIS a crime of the deepeſt die in a Chri- 
| Ibid. 21. # Frog but "tis much more aboininable in a 
23. Religious Perſon, to be inceſſantly prating, | 
3 [4 and uttering words at random 3' it's hers: 
=p 'S BEET LOO f - "x 6 7 OTE ; 
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fore the- wiſe' man ſays ; ſeeſt thon-a man. 
that is hafty in his words, there's no more 
hope. of his correQtion then of a Fool's, he 
ſays in another place, whoſoever keeps his 
mouth and his tongue, keeps his Soul from 
} troubles. But St. James is more plain in the 7ic. 1. asf 
| caſe, for he ſays, if any man among you ſcem CoM 
| to. be Religious, and bridles not his tongue, 
but deceives his own heart, this man's Reli- 
g10N is Vain. *Tis not the habit that makes 
| the monk, neither is it the tranſporting of 
| thy Body out of the World into a Monaſte- 
| ry, that makes thee Religious, as it is not thy 
being in the World,that makes thee a world- 
[ ling ; 'Tis the heart that does it, if that be 
| fix'd upon God alone, thou art a perfed reli- 
| glious man, but if thy affections be ſettled up- 
on terrene and tranſitory objects, thou can't 
lay no claim to the title of Religious, nor to 
the leaſt ſhare of God's glory. Anothey 
touchſtone whereby thou mayft eaſily know 
whether thou art really a Religious Man, or 7. 13. zg. 
not, is, -if thou beeſt in Charity with all the 
| World, by this ſhall all men know that ye 
' are my diſciples, if ye have love one to a- 
| nother : Moreover this 1s my precept, and It 
f alone, is enough to. work thy Salvation, I If - jg 13, 
punQually obſerv'd, becauſe that all other **- 4: 
Precepts are virtually contain'd therein ; 
' It's thereforc $t. Paul ſays, whoever loves £h.s. 1,2* # 
his Neigubours fulfils the law, and my ſa- 5 
© Dd 4 preme 
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prome Vicar on Earth exhorts al] mortals to 
bave 2 mutual love one for th? other, becauſe 
Charity covers a multitude of Sins, And the 
fame S . Paul after his return from his ſweet 
and myſterious conference with God in 
_ the third Heaven, ſays, be ye therefore 
followers of God, as dear- Children, ' and 
walk in love, as Chriſt alfo lov?d us, and has 
given himſelf for us, an offering, and a Sa- 
crifice to God as a ſweet ſmelling Savour ; ſo 
yeought to expoſe your lifes for your Bre- 
thren. And St. Ferome in his Monaſtixal Rule, 
| Sc. ferome ſays, that Charity revives a man-in God ; ſhe 
1 -* hag alone compleats the Religious man, and the 
1 Monk too ; without her Monaſterys are Hells 
A upon Earth, 'and th' Inhabitants are Devils, 
4 but with her, 'they are Paradifes, and 'the 
Dwellers are- all Angels. © 
By the Premiſes* thou mayſt ſee that Fra-- 
ternal Charity is the fundemental Virtue of 
a Religious ſtate, ahd of Chriſtianity too ; but 
alas ! if 1 judge of thy Charity, by thy beha- 
viour to thy Chriftian & Religions Brethren, 
1 fhall find thee altogether an Alien to it 3 for 
| "ris faid- in Scripture, tho? I ſpeak with the 
x, 2, 3:4. COngues 'of Men and Angels, and have not 
 &, Charity, Iambecomeas ſounding Braſs, or a 
0 tinkling Symbal. And tho? I have the gift of 
Propheſy, and underſtand all myfteries, and 
all knowledge ; and rho? | have all Faith, fo 
85:-t9 remove Mountains,and have no Charity, 
BPH AL, ie FDC: : lam 
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_unſcemly, ſeeks not her own, is not eafily 


( 409) 
I am nothing. And tho? I beſtow all my goods 
to feed the Poor, and tho? 1 give my" body to 
be burnt, and have no Charity, it profits no- 
thing. Charity ſuffers long, and is kind; 
Charity Enyys not ; Charity extols not it 
ſelf, is not: puffed up, does not behave it ſelf 


pravok'd, thinks got evil, rejoyces not in 
Iniquity, but rejoyces in the Truth, bears all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
This is a rule which St. Paul leaves unto all 
mortals whereby they may - eably conceive 
whether they be in Charity with all men, or 
not; And St, James ſays if one fulfils the 4 
whole Law, and yet offends in one point, he 7c%6.2.10 Þ 
is guilty of all. This is thy caſe O man ! if 1 
thou haſt Charity for all, aad withdraws it 
from one Brether. thou baſt none cither for 
God, or for thy Neighbour, Py 908 for th 
ſelf; for thay. art void of Charity in a 
reſpects ; and 85 it is impoſſible thou ſhould 
be grateful to God without Faith, io it is al- 


agate er imwpoſlible thou ſhouldſt be nbag 
to him whil thou art not in Charit Wl 


thy Chriſtian, or Religious Brother ; St. Au- St. Augy. 

guſtin gives this reaſon for it ; as the Church Ser: 20.de 
of God is grounded by Faith, and rais'd by Y<'> Pom. | 
hope ; ſo ſhe receives her perfeftion, and 4 
camplement by Charity alone. 


A 
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: Baruch.6.3 
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Awipleſonc Adviſe to al Mankind, | 


0 Man entertain thy ſelf frequently with 


theſe Conſiderations, and with the 


good Inſtrufttions which I have given thee in 


this Book, for they are ſufficient to move 
the moſt obftinate, and the moſt Rebellious 
of Sinners to a true repentance. Remember, 


that it is not enough to be well- grounded/in 


thy Faith, no, thou muſt be alſo well vers'd 


in the Maxims and praftices of a Chriſtian 


life. Suffer not thy Mind to be - corrupted 
with the fallacys of the World, which will 
eaſily deprave as well all thy Attions, as thy 
whole life. This was the charge which the 
Prophet gave to the Jews in their Babiloniſh 
captivity. You will ſee, ſays he, in Babilos 
Idols of Gald and Silver, carrt ” upon Mens 
ſhoulders, 'to cauſe a terrour and: reſpe& in 


their SpeQatours, but bewate you do not a- ' 


dors them with others. When you ſhall ſee 
multitudes of People coming in great troops 
from all parts to adore them, ſay in your 
heart, O Lord, thou alone art 'he who onght 
to be ador'd. Ifay the ſame unto thee. O man! 
Thou wilt ſee many in the World adoring 
Idols, that 1s, Pleaſures, Vanitys,Riches,Gold, 

and Silver, the Fleſh, and their Paſſions ; thou 
wilt ſee there, that Vice is in great requeſt, 


and highly honour'd: and that Virtue is de- 
preſs'd, 


prefs'd, nay, *tis' a ; HAioG, thing i in the 
'opinion of Worldlings : : Thou 'wilt hear 


there ſuch 'Maxims as were never tabght in 
any Univerſity, but that of the Reprobates, 


whoſe chief” Preſident is the Devil that fits 


night and day in the chair of peſtilence, ut- 
tering his infernal diQtates, and diſpatching 
his helliſh Agents to diſperſe them in the 
World ; but be thou careful whom thou con- 
verſeſt with, and be more wary. in chooſing 
thy Corhpany, - then * thy vials, for the 
wor{ſt of this can but anoy thy Body ; where- 
as the worſt of that will certainly deſtroy thy 
Soul. But to animate thy ſelf againſt all evil 
OCcurTences, let the true Maxims of Chriſti- 
anity be always in thy memory, and let the 
Eternal Veritys thou haſt heard from mein 
this Treatiſe be the dayly ſubjeQ of thy ſeri- 
ous Meditations, have recourſe to them when 
thou art aſſaulted with the World's nefarious 
Allurements, and to the end they may ſerve 
as certain Rules for the future condu@ of thy 
life and converſation,peruſe them very often, 
and with the greateſt devotion, and attenti- 
on poſſible. 1f thou ſhalt fairhfully obſerve 
what I here preſcribe- unto thee, thou wilt 
move me to give thee further Inſtructions in 
the Second part of this Book. In the mean 
time the Grace of God ſhall not be wanting 
to aſliſt thee in performiug thy duty to me, 
as well : as tO thy Neighbours in as amplea 

manner 
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Wh nok rid 
thy readeſt. 


Sali Deo honor & gloria. 


